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Dear readers, 
The year 2008 will go down in history. The col-
lapse of the global financial system drastically  
altered the framework of thought. As I am writ-
ing this introduction we have not yet seen the end  
of this dramatic change. We have entered a tur-
bulent and uncertain period. Predictions about  
the future are difficult to make and the optimistic 
tone of the last years is gone. How the African  
continent and its people will be affected by the 
current global crisis is one of the challenges to be 
addressed by the Nordic Africa Institute and its 
partners in the coming years. 

The year 2008 was also an important year for the 
institute. The reform process initiated in 2007 
took a new turn as the Swedish Ministry for For-
eign Affairs conducted a review of the institute 
with the aim of enhancing the policy relevance 
of our research programmes. The review resulted 
in a list of recommendations, which by and large 
was endorsed by our Programme and Research 
Council at its meeting in November 2008. Our 
main operational challenge  will be to increase 
the number of researchers relative to other staff 
in order to create a critical mass of researchers 
within each research cluster. 

The review and ensuing dialogue with the 
Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs resulted in a  
new instruction as of 1 February 2009. The Insti-
tute is responsible for the following areas in the 
Nordic region:
1. Promoting research on social, political and 

economic developments in Africa by con-
ducting its own high-quality research, acting 
as a focal point and catalyst for Nordic 
research on Africa, stimulating research on 
Africa in the Nordic region and promoting 
cooperation and contacts between Nordic 
and African researchers.

2. Disseminating advanced and relevant in-
formation based on research about modern 
Africa and African conditions. The Institute 
is to conduct an active policy dialogue and 
the information is to be made available to 
decision-makers in the Nordic region.

3. Monitoring and making available literature 
and other electronic and physical information  

carriers of relevance for research, study and 
information about modern Africa. The Nor- 
dic Africa Institute is to provide a library with 
lending, reference and information services.

The new instruction reflects the goals of the NAI  
Strategic Plan 2008–2012 aiming at an improved  
quality assessment of research, a more active poli-
cy dialogue, a new publishing profile, enhanced 
visibility of library resources in the Nordic coun-
tries and a more efficient administration.

The results of these initiatives have been grad-
ually seen – on our website, in making electronic 
publishing our default, in establishing Print on 
Demand as part of our new dissemination policy, 
in a new agreement on commercial publishing of  
academic works, in an upgraded process of ex- 
ternal reviews of research in anticipation of pro-
longation of contracts, and in an increased use of 
our library resources. 

In the beginning of 2008 we managed to secure 
the services of a professional journalist to assist in 
the difficult and cumbersome process of translat-
ing research into a language more easily absorbed 
by policy makers and media. We have as a result 
seen a more active and updated web site covering 
not only ongoing research of the institute but also  
current developments in Africa. During 2008 
elections have been a focus area. The library has 
increased its work of compiling web dossiers on 
current issues resulting in a doubling of efforts. 
The number of visits to the start page per month 
has as a consequence increased from 27, 600 in 
2007 to 66, 900 in 2008. 

You will read more about various initiatives 
and developments in the pages to come. One of 
the contributors is Professor He Wenping from 
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences who was  
the Institute’s first Chinese guest researcher in the  
autumn. She was one of several international 
scholars who participated in the conference on 
China and India in Africa, organized by the insti- 
tute in September 2008. In December I attended 
the CODESRIA General Assembly in Yaoundé. 
To judge from the discussions in between seminars 
and assembly deliberations the global financial 
crisis will set the research agenda for the next 

Introduction 
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coming years. This concern echoes views of  
the institute in a recent contribution to the Nor- 
wegian Ministry for Foreign Affairs:  
  “It has become clear that, in today’s globa-

lized economy, no government in the world 
– big or small – can manage their national 
economies, provide social protection and 
protect the environment within its borders, 
unaffected by the remote forces of globaliza-
tion. This vulnerability is more obvious and 
immediate in regions such as Africa that hold  
a very marginal role in decision-making in 
the current global power structure.”

As we approach 2012 and the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the Institute we are passing  
through a period of reform and transition, from 
which we expect the Institute to emerge better  
suited for the requirements of future Africa  
research. The transition will continue through 
2009. We are determined to carry out the reforms,  
ultimately focusing the work of the Institute  
and improving our capacity to understand and 
analyze a rapidly changing African continent.

NAI At the GotheNburG book FAIr
The Gothenburg Book & Library Fair is a yearly fixture on the intel-
lectual agenda in Sweden. What was initially a trade fair for the 
publishing industry has over almost three decades evolved into an 
idea market, where NGOs and human rights activists rub shoulders 
with publishers, celebrities and experts on anything from printing 
technology to copyright issues.

The Nordic Africa Institute has been a participant in the book fair 
for a succession of years and will continue to be present at the sec-
tion of the fair named “The International Marketplace”.  The Inter-
national Marketplace is home to numerous NGOs, think tanks and  
libraries. The International Marketplace at the book fair was origi-
nally an initiative of Carin Norberg during her time with Sida, the 
Swedish government agency for development cooperation. 

Besides meeting visitors in the stands the library fair is to a high 
degree centered around a vast number of panel discussions and 
seminars, featuring readings, discussions or interviews in talk show  
style with writers, experts and human rights activists. The Nordic  
Africa Institute organized six seminars during the fair in Sep-
tember 2008, mainly focusing on the issue of China-India-Africa  
relations. Several events also aimed at introducing the young  
Nigerian writer Tolu Ogunlesi (born 1982), holder of the 2008 NAI 
Guest Writer Scholarship. 

A new “scramble for Africa”
The “scramble for Africa” was traditionally the conflicting European  
claims to territory in Africa during the later stage of coloniza-
tion, between the 1880s and World War One. Today there is a new 
“scramble for Africa”, with new actors involved. China and to a less 
degree India has become increasingly interested in developing 
their contacts with the continent. By some this increasing presence  
is seen as a new imperialism, by others as developing countries 
cooperating for the common good.

Fantu Cheru, Research Director of the Nordic Africa Institute 
noted in one of the three seminars dedicated to the China-India 
“scramble for Africa” that the new relationship has caused numer-
ous anxieties around the world. This in turn signals a shift in the 
balance of power in the world economy. Sumit Roy, researcher 
from Jadavpur University in Calcutta , noted that China and India 
no longer are just regional economic powers, but world powers. 
The new relationship, in his view, was a shift from American and  
European dominance, but the crucial question remains how Afri-
can economies can use the new trade contacts to reduce suffering 
and poverty.

Africa 2010
In 2010, the Gothenburg Book & Library Fair will have Africa as its  
main theme, with NAI as a co-organiser. During the four days of  
the 2010 fair African literature, writers, opinion makers and cultural  
celebrities will be introduced to a Swedish and Nordic audience.  
Current African issues will be discussed in a program of seminars  
and panels. Some 20 to 40 seminars and panel discussions are 
planned for the 2010 fair.
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China and Africa: 
Genuine Partnership or a  
Marriage of Convenience?

hina has made significant economic and polit- 
ical inroads into Africa in recent years. It has 
formed political and diplomatic relations with 
50 of the 53 African countries and its volume 
of trade with Africa has picked up to USD 100  

billion in 2007, from a mere USD 20 billion in 2001. It has 
been able to cement strategic ties with Africa in a relatively 
short time by offering a mix of interest free loans, debt relief 
and preferential trade for African exports. 

The Chinese adventure into Africa has generated a lot 
of excitement as well as anxiety from many quarters. On 
one side of the debate stand the ‘China bashers’ who are not 
afraid to paint China in negative terms. On the other side 
stand African governments and some sectors of civil society 
that see China as ‘Africa’s salvation’. Both of these compet-
ing perspectives are too simplistic and fail to capture the 
complex internal and external dynamics that shape Sino-
Africa relations today. China makes no pretense that it is in 
Africa to help poor Africans develop, or to teach them how 
to govern themselves. China has no ‘civilizing’ mission’ and 
no clear plan to exchange favors; it is in Africa to conduct 
business that it considers to be mutually beneficial to both. 
In short, China has no enemies or friends in Africa; it only 
has interests.

WhY	hAs	ChInA	BeCoMe	AFRICA’s		
PReFeRReD	PARtneR?
China’s recent entry into Africa has come at a time when 
Africans themselves are engaged in a major soul searching 
exercise to find out what went wrong with Africa’s develop-

ment in the past half century. 
The search for an alternative ‘transformative development 

model’ has led many in Africa to take a close look at China. 
China has used its financial and political power to intervene 
in remarkably shrewd ways, experimenting and finding 
‘unorthodox’ solutions in the process. 

There are several unique features of Chinese foreign pol-
icy towards Africa that Africans find very attractive. These 
in turn help strengthen China’s relations with the African 
continent. These unique features include:
a) The instructive value of China’s development  

experience for Africa 
China’s historical experience as a colony and its specta-
cular development experience since the mid-1970s are 
instructive and useful for Africa. Indeed, the dramatic 
economic transformation of China since the mid-1970s 
has raised hopes among African nations that they too 
can one day break away from the shackles of poverty, 
underdevelopment and aid dependency. 

b) Complementarity of Chinese investment to  
African needs 
The sectoral areas that China invests in and the choice 
of technology that accompany this investment has been 
complementary to African needs and priorities. For ex-
ample, throughout the adjustment decades of the 1980s 
and 1990s, Western development partners focused more 
on policy-based lending to make markets work better 
while neglecting investment in vital infrastructure and 
support services that are critical for raising productivity 
and reducing poverty. The Chinese are filling this critical 
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infrastructure gap and they are doing it cheaply, less 
bureaucratically, and in a shorter time frame. 

c) Chinese portray Africa in a positive tone 
Contrary to the standard Western doom and gloom 
analysis, China holds the view that Africa is a dynamic 
continent on the threshold of a development take-off, 
with unlimited business opportunities that would serve 
both Chinese and African interests. Therefore, when 
China does pronounce about development cooperation,  
it avoids the language of ‘aid’ and development assistance  
and instead prefers the language of solidarity, mutual 
beneficial economic cooperation, ‘common prosperity’, 
and shared ‘developing country’ status.

AReAs	oF	tensIons
Notwithstanding the economic benefits that Africa derives 
from growing engagement with China, some analysts and 
Western governments have begun to accuse China of ‘neo-
colonialism’ in its relations with Africa. 

Chinese officials dismiss the criticism as being politically 
motivated and deliberately orchestrated by ‘hypocritical 
moralizing’ western governments who have kept Africa poor 
and marginalized through debt structures, conditional lend-
ing, unfair trade practices, and through support to undemo-
cratic regimes who are bent on serving western interest while 
serving their own. 

Anyone concerned about Africa’s future should not re- 
main blind to problems associated with the Chinese expan- 
sion. A forthcoming book from the Nordic Africa Institute 
entitled, ‘China and India in Africa: New Strategic Encounters’  
takes up many of these issues and the institute plans to expand 
its China-Africa research in the coming years.

the	CRItICIsM	oF	ChInA	CenteRs	on:
■ Chinese Support to Undemocratic African Regimes:  

The most prominent accusation leveled against China has  
been its casual stance towards the liberal norms of human  
rights and democracy, particularly its strong relationship 
with corrupt and undemocratic regimes in Africa, such 
as Sudan, Zimbabwe, Nigeria.

■ Disregard to environmentally sustainable forms 
of resource extraction: There are ample examples all 

across Africa Chinese disregard for sustainable exploita-
tion of natural resources. 

■  Poor Labour Practices by Chinese companies:  
Chinese companies operating in Africa have been accused  
for their poor labour practices – from bringing own  
labour from China, to low pay, and extreme harsh work-
ing con-ditions. 

■  Dumping of Cheap Chinese goods in African 
Markets: The dumping of cheap Chinese imports and 
the displacement of local industries, especially within 
clothing and textiles, has aroused growing anti-Chinese 
sentiment and popular antipathy across the continent. 

While the tensions are serious and pose a major challenge 
to the future of China-Africa relations, the opportunities 
should outweigh the threats if the relationship is managed 
correctly by African leaders under the umbrella of the Africa 
Union or NEPAD.

While China knows what it wants from Africa, African 
countries have yet to develop a common framework on how 
to negotiate with China from a stronger and better-informed 
platform. That is why China prefers a bilateral approach in 
its relations with Africa, while giving lip service to support-
ing the Africa Union and NEPAD. 

This strategy has worked well for China in the short-term.  
Given the size of individual African markets and the vulner-
ability of their economies, a sub-regional problem-solving 
approach is an economic imperative – not just a political 
imperative. China is just too big and powerful for individual 
African countries to negotiate effectively on their own. 

 

Yash Tandon of the South Centre in Geneva, James Mittelman of 
the American University in Washington D.C. and Thandika Mkan-
dawire of the UN Research Institute for Social Development  
in Geneva were guests at a Public Research Forum at NAI on 13  
March 2008 (co-organised with the Dag Hammarskjöld Founda-
tion), discussing the national project in Africa. 
 African economies registered impressive growth rates during 

the 1960s and early 1970s given the initial conditions at the time 
of independence. Yet since the early 1980s, this mood is dispelled 
by increased levels of poverty, social disintegration, and political 
instability sometimes erupting into spasms of violence. The spec-
tacular political and economic progress registered in Africa during 
the first decade of independence is now a distant memory. 

WhAtever hAppeNed to the NAtIoNAlproject IN AFrIcA? 
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ith the end of the Cold War in the early 1990s, 
Africa lost its much-valued geopolitical status. 
As a result, the attention the West devotes to  
Africa has been constantly on the decline. The 
continent is being marginalized in the diplo-

matic strategies of major Western countries. However, China 
is as always committed to developing relations with Africa. 
While cementing their economic and trade ties that began  
to expand in the 1980s, China sees great value in fostering an 
across-the-board relationship with Africa by forging closer 
political, cultural and educational links. There is no doubt 
that Africa has been high on China’s diplomatic agenda in 
recent years. Along with the release of the very first White 
Paper on China’s Africa Policy on January 2006, a number 
of high-level official visits to Africa have been made by Presi- 
dent Hu Jintao, Premier Wen Jiabao and other cabinet mem-
bers and members of the Political Bureau. 

A new milestone in the history of China-Africa relations 
was erected when African leaders gathered in Beijing with 
their Chinese counterparts for the First Summit of the Fo-
rum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) and its Third 
Ministerial Conference in early November 2006. During the 
Summit, President Hu Jintao unveiled eight initiatives for 
China-Africa Co-operation, such as expanding aid, offering 
preferential loans, debt write-off, tariff freedom for African 
commodities, setting up economic and trade co-operative 
zones and increasing scholarships for African students, etc.

Actually, China-Africa co-operation will bring each 
other’s advantages into full play. There are 53 countries on 
the African Continent, with a total population of 850 mil-

lion, abounding in natural and human resources, with great 
market potential and boasting huge potential for development. 

However, owing to long-time colonialist plunder and lo-
cal crises, the continent remains backward economically,  
lacking capital, technology and expertise. On the other hand,  
China has acquired much economic strength and expertise 
over the past three decades since the country embarked on 
the road of reform and opening up in the late 1970s. At the 
same time, however, it is confronted with the problems of 
short supply of resources and ever-fiercer competition in the  
domestic economic arena. Taking all this into account, China  
and Africa complement one another in resources, market, 
capital, technology and expertise. And much can be done in 
this regard.

To date, China has spent 44.4 billion RMB (6.5 billion 
USD) assisting African countries with over 800 projects, 
including textile factories, hydropower stations, stadiums, 
hospitals and schools, etc. At present, trade between China 
and Africa is undergoing rapid growth. In 2006, China be-
came Africa’s third largest trading partner behind the United 
States and France, making Africa one of China’s major over- 
seas origins for strategic resources, investment opportunities  
and greater product markets. Until the end of 2006, all kinds  
of Chinese investment in Africa have reached 11.7 billion 
USD. Over 800 companies are currently operating in Africa, 
engaged in trade, manufacturing, natural resource exploitation,  
transportation, agriculture and agricultural processing. In the  
field of security, China and Africa are enhancing exchange  
and consultation, thus raising the awareness of collective  
security in the international community, promoting a new 

the	Chinese	sign	for	Africa.New Focus on 
China-Africa Relations



9

Photo:	J	CARRIeR/ReDUX

security concept featuring mutual trust, mutual benefit, 
equality and cooperation and shaping an international  
environment favorable for common development. Clearly, 
the future of China-African cooperation also holds signifi-
cant relevance in non-traditional security field, such as pre- 
venting major infectious diseases, including bird flu, and  
addressing cross-border crimes so they can jointly deal with 
the challenges posed by globalization. Hence, the new im-
pulse in China-Africa relations can be felt on many fronts. 

The China-Africa co-operation has given Africa more 
expansive room to diversify its contact with the world. Also, 
it has inherent mechanisms to reinforce mutual respect for 
one another. As a matter of fact, the strategic partnership 
between China and Africa, the biggest developing country 
and the home to the largest concentration of developing 
countries, takes on global significance, not just meaningful 
to their bilateral relations

From the perspective of South-South co-operation, this  
kind of strategic partnership facilitates raising prosperity  
among developing countries, while taking care of the inter-
ests of China and Africa.

PRoFessoR	he	WenPInG	
is	Director	of	the	African	studies	section	of	

the	Institute	of	West	Asian	&	African	studies,	

Chinese	Academy	of	social	sciences,	CAss.	

In	2008	she	was	a	Guest	Researcher	for	three	

months	at	nAI.

ChInA	AnD	InDIA	In	AFRICA
-----------------------

Researchers,	experts,	diplomats	and	journa-

lists	from	four	continents	descended	on	the	

nordic	Africa	Institute	on	22-23	september	

2008	for	one	of	the	first	major	international	

conferences	surveying	the	surging	presence	in	

Africa	of	the	emerging	giants	China	and	India.	

opened	by	the	swedish	Minister	for	Develop-

ment	Cooperation	Ms	Gunilla	Carlsson	and	the	

ambassadors	to	sweden	of	China,	India	and	the	

sudan,	the	conference	attracted,	in	the	words	

of	nordic	Africa	Institute	research	director	

Fantu	Cheru	at	the	opening	session,	of	“the	

best	and	the	brightest”	among	scholars	and	ex-

perts	for	an	exchange	ranging	from	geopolitics	

to	peacekeeping	via	investment	policies	and	

raw	materials.	

such	notables	as	the	renowned	egyptian	scholar	

samir	Amin	were	among	the	participants,	with	

Amin	holding	a	public	lecture	at	the	end	of	

the	first	conference	day	on	the	critical	topic	

of	“the	new	scramble	for	Africa:	the	roles	of	

China	and	India”.

In	the	words	of	conference	convener	Fantu	Cheru,		

“China’s	and	India’s	rise	poses	a	number	of	

challenges,	[but]	on	balance,	the	opportunities	

should	outweigh	the	threats	if	managed	correc-

tly.”	

Gunilla	Carlsson,	swedish	Minister	for	Deve-

lopment	Cooperation	made	a	similar	point	in	her	

opening	speech	at	the	conference,	noting	that	

“the	growing	presence	of	China	and	India	in	

Africa	could	be	a	moment	of	immense	opportunity,	

with	numerous	positive	spin-off	effects”.	

A	book	based	on	a	selection	of	the	papers	pre-

sented	at	the	conference	is	under	preparation.

RePoRt	FRoM	An	InteRnAtIonAL	ConFeRenCe	At	nAI
www.nai.uu.se/events/conferences/archives/china-india/

InteRnet	ResoURCes	on	ChInA	AnD	InDIA	In	AFRICA	
www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/dossiers/china-and-
india-in-africa/

www.nai.uu.se/events/conferences/archives/china-india/
www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/dossiers/china-and-india-in-africa/
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African Marriage Practices 
and the Global Financial Crisis

any have written about the impact of the 
current global financial crisis on Africa. 
Yet few have considered whether social 
practices in Africa may shed light on, and 
perhaps afford alternatives for, the crisis. 

Researchers and commentators assume that the crisis 
simply impacts Africa, but do not consider whether the 
continent provides some mode of understanding for the 
current economic situation.

At the centre of the global financial crisis are exces-
sive debt levels and the practice of securitisation. For 
several decades, economic growth in the West was driven  
by consumer spending, enabled by cheap credit. Money 
was borrowed to buy houses and fund consumption. 
Low rates resulted in a steep increase in housing prices, 
preventing many first-time buyers from acquiring prop-
erty. Lenders responded by easing their requirements 
for obtaining loans, and sought to increase their market 
share by offering credit to high-risk borrowers. 

Securitisation allowed lenders to pass the risk of such 
loans on to investors. By pooling good and bad loans, 
and selling the right to receive payments on these loans, 
mortgage-backed securities were created. The ability to 
sell bundles of mixed-quality loans created a secondary 
market that allowed lenders to replenish their funds and 

diversify sources of finance in order to issue more loans. 
The spread of risk meant that investors held assets 

whose ramifications were not apparent. When housing 
prices deflated and lenders defaulted, the value of these 
securities dropped and caused a destabilising reaction. 
Securitisation made it difficult to know how far exposure  
extended. Confidence evaporated, banks became reluc-
tant to lend, resulting in today’s credit crunch.

Securitisation entails that fractals of credit are spread 
among a large number of investors. It furthermore means  
every borrower is implicated in the other loans with 
which her mortgage is bundled. It is the ramified nature 
of such securities, and the mutuality they create, that 
make certain practices in Africa salient lessons and alter-
natives. 

In sub-Saharan Africa, most societies establish mar- 
riages by means of some kind of bridewealth. Bridewealth  
does not involve the purchase of people, but is a way of  
establishing and entrenching social relationships between  
both spouses and in-laws. In many African societies, it 
is common that the bridewealth received on behalf of a  
woman is used to establish her brother’s marriage. In such  
cases, bridewealth objects cycle through homesteads in 
accordance with the establishment of marriages. 

One instance of this is among the Nuer, a group of  

tRADe	
	 /Knut	Christian	Myhre

e.e.	eVAns-PRItChARD’s	PICtURes	oF	the	nUeR	PeoPLe
http://southernsudan.prm.ox.ac.uk/culturalgroup/nuer/

the	nUeR	-	PReVIeW	on	YoUtUBe
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0VBnrIkAtA

KeY	eVents	oF	the	GLoBAL	FInAnCIAL	CRIsIs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/subprime_mortgage_crisis

BLoG	AnD	WeBsIte	oF	KeIth	hARt	
www.thememorybank.co.uk/

http://southernsudan.prm.ox.ac.uk/culturalgroup/Nuer/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0VBnrIkAtA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subprime_mortgage_crisis
www.thememorybank.co.uk/
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semi-nomadic pastoralists in southern Sudan, who  
were made famous through the writings of E.E. Evans-
Pritchard. Nuer bridewealth consisted of 40 heads of 
cattle, which were provided by the groom’s kin, and 
distributed according to a specific pattern among the  
bride’s relatives. Most of the cattle ended up in the bride’s  
father’s kraal, where they were used as bridewealth by 
her brothers. 

The consequence of this practice is that a man’s mar-
riage is implicated with that of his sister, who provides 
the bridewealth he uses. Furthermore, the bridewealth 
originates from a preceding marriage – that of her groom’s  
sister – which provided her husband with the cattle. Thus, 
any marital relationship is connected to a preceding and 
a succeeding one. Every marriage is entangled in a chain 
of bridewealth exchanges and marital relationships that 
trail off in each direction. 

This arrangement establishes mutuality that resembles  
the implication of borrowers through securitisation. The  
mutuality of Nuer marriages is reinforced by the fact that  
the bridewealth must be returned in the case of divorce. 
It is not sufficient that equivalent cattle are returned; the  
same animals that the groom’s kin provided must be re- 
turned by the bride’s family. Since these cattle have been 
used as bridewealth for subsequent marriages, every suc-
ceeding marriage must be undone to affect divorce. The 
dispersal of cattle through bridewealth exchanges makes 
every animal a fractal of multiple marriage relationships. 

Nuer marriage practices thus resemble financial secur- 
itisation, and they contain salutary lessons, especially in  
light of the financial crisis. The return of bridewealth 
depends on several factors. If the marriage has been con-
summated, all but two animals are returned. If the wife 
has borne one child, her relatives keep six animals, and  
if she has given birth to two children, no cattle are re-
turned. Liability hence depends upon the development 
of the marital relationship. 

Furthermore, the bridewealth is 
not provided by the groom’s kin in 
one instalment. Only some of the 
cattle are provided upon marriage, 
while the rest is deferred until 
the wife bears a daughter and 
she is married. The bulk of the 
bridewealth is hence postponed  
one generation. Besides, the bride’s  
relatives refrain from using her 
bridewealth for her brother’s 
marriage until she has borne a 
child. These arrangements reduce 
risk, since the marital relationship 
proves its resilience and reproduc-
tivity before the bridewealth is fully provided.

In contrast to contractual relationships, which are 
either honoured or breached, Nuer marital relationships 
are gradual phenomena that allow for greater negotiabil-
ity and wider ranges of response. In addition, everyone 
is aware of the persons on whose behalf they may claim 
cattle, and know who has a claim to specific cattle.  
They recognise the way these relationships entangle, 
which invests the arrangements with a transparency that 
financial securities lack. They also provide agents with 
knowledge, which enables them to act more responsi-
bly. These factors reduce the danger of so-called moral 
hazard. Finally, the relational ramification of these 
practices dissolves the opposition between public and 
private phenomena, and thus averts that private interests 
become public problems.

Nuer marriage arrangements thus mitigate some of  
the problems connected to the financial crisis. It is per-
haps less efficient than securities, but show how local 
practices from Africa may supply alternatives for global 
challenges.

DR.	KnUt	ChRIstIAn	MYhRe
from	norway	is	a	nordic	Researcher	at	nAI	where	

he	heads	the	research	project	“Persons	and	

Property	in	Kilimanjaro:	Claims,	Development,	

and	Legal	Anthropology”.
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he swamps and creeks of the Niger 
Delta hold deep in their bowels the  
irresistible allure of petroleum and 
natural gas: the black and blue gold 

 – the very stuff that drives the 
engines and wheels of modern living. 

Running under villages, waters, mangrove 
forests, farms and sacred places are pipes, like 
veins from which oil and gas is pumped daily  
– feeding the growing, almost insatiable appetite  
of the developed and more prosperous world. 

This once pristine environment, with centu-
ries old histories of international trans-Atlantic 
relations, hosts a multi-billion dollar hydrocar-
bon industry. And here, we are, just researchers 
trying to make sense of the complex and intricate 
pattern of realities and relations embedded in the 
paradox called the Niger Delta. A living paradox 
of wealth amidst poverty, rural locales hosting 
the world’s richest and globally integrated multi-
nationals, fuelling the world, but hardly having 
enough for its own villages, polluted creeks and 
poisoned rivers, teeming with youth, but no 
jobs, peopled by ethnic minorities in a federal 
system where power and resources are central-
ized and dominated by ethnic majorities, hosting 
the life-blood of the Nigerian state, watching 

A Journey of a
        Thousand Miles: 
Researching Conflict  
        in the Niger Delta

ConFLICt	
	 /CYRIL	oBI

An	oil	wellhead	that	has	been	leaking	for	weeks	has	turned	
into	a	raging	inferno.	Local	youths	keep	watch,	waiting	for	

shell	to	come	and	put	the	fire	out.

the	ADAKA	BoRo	CentRe
www.adakaboro.org/

PAMBAzUKA	neWs
www.pambazuka.org/en/search?q=niger+delta

sLoW	DeAth	In	the	nIGeR	DeLtA
www.codesria.org/Links/Publications/arb2_1/page14_15.pdf

www.adakaboro.org/
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/search?q=niger+delta
www.codesria.org/Links/Publications/arb2_1/page14_15.pdf
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A Journey of a
        Thousand Miles: 
Researching Conflict  
        in the Niger Delta

it being piped away. This delta is immersed in 
a low-intensity conflict in which hundreds of 
oil workers from over a dozen countries have 
been kidnapped, mostly ransomed and released, 
casualties recorded on the part of ‘militants’ and 
security forces, as well as villagers caught in the 
cross-fire.

“In the short term we expect to see an escala-
tion of kidnapping and violence perpetrated 
on actors linked to the oil industry,” says Ike 
Okonta, Niger Delta activist and consultant.

There is no shortage of information. Lo-
cal and international media daily report on the 
crisis in the oil-rich, but paradoxically impov-
erished region: the kidnapping of ‘high-value’ 
(Western) expatriate oil workers, proliferation 
of arms, the sabotage and blowing up of oil 
pipelines and attacks on the military by ‘face-
less militants’ operating under the shadowy, but 
media-engaged Movement for the Emancipation 

of the Niger Delta (MEND). There are repris-
als by government security forces, oil theft, and 
the forced reduction of the oil flow in an era of 
tight and nervous global oil markets. Local and 
international journals and energy security briefs 
are replete with analysis on the violent conflicts 
in the region, but it appears that the problem has 
refused to go away. But how do you catch slip-
pery grains of truth in the oil-soaked sand?

Can the Niger delta ever know ‘a just peace’, 
should it? Will the region require support for 
‘restoring law and order’, good governance and 
accountability, or better corporate governance 
and social responsibility by Western oil com-
panies? And what do we do with Asian state oil 
corporations that now have a toe-hold in the 

...But how do you catch slippery 
grains of truth in the oil-soaked sand?
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organizations; researchers and risk analysts from 
Europe and Canada, and an observer from an 
oil corporation. What came out of this initiative 
was the need for further dialogue between three 
critical stakeholders: the youth and people of the 
Niger Delta, The Nigerian state, the internation-
al community and international oil companies 
operating in the region. 

At another level, the programme explored the 
impact of the recent entry of Chinese oil com-
panies into the Niger Delta. This followed the 
setting off of an explosive device in April 2006 
accompanied by a warning from MEND to the 
Chinese to leave the Niger Delta, and the kid- 
napping and subsequent release of nine Chinese 
oil workers in Sagbama, Bayelsa state of the Niger 
Delta between January and February 2007.

Relying on fieldwork by two assistants that 
conducted interviews in Sagbama with a cross 
section of local people, including the traditional 
ruler, community activists, and women lead-
ers, as well as communication with Niger Delta 
analysts and members of Ijaw ethnic organiza-
tions, it was established that it was more of an 
attack on international oil companies, rather 
than selecting the Chinese for ‘special treatment.’ 
But it also showed what the future for Chinese 
oil companies could be like, if they adopted the 
business-as-usual approach rather than demon-
strate respect for, and adopt policies to address 
the plight of the people of the region.

In the coming year, I shall be back to the Niger  
Delta to continue a journey that started two deca- 
des ago. The dialogue on the conflict in the trou-
bled region, and the search for a potential win-
win peace for all the stakeholders will continue 
as we explore deeper into Nigeria’s ‘Oil Rivers’.

Niger Delta? Energy security analysts now meas-
ure the ‘risks’ and frame the Niger Delta as being 
of central importance to the (new oil-rich) Gulf 
of Guinea - one of the latest frontiers of global 
oil and gas production. What will the prospects 
then be if security is prioritized over development 
in West and Central African countries that cur-
rently face severe challenges in terms of human 
well-being, democracy and peace?

“Western companies need to distance them-
selves from the strong arm tactics of the Nigerian 
military; take seriously their avowal of corporate 
social responsibility…begin to work with the 
central government to finesse a political settle-
ment that local people will consider satisfactory,” 
says Ike Okonta.

Peeling off the layers of conflict in the Niger 
Delta implies going to the roots and tracing its 
different branches. In August 2008, the NAI 
Post-Conflict Programme in collaboration with 
the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo 
(PRIO) brought together various actors from 
Nigeria: leading academics, activists and labour 

Masked	members	of	MenD,	the	Movement	for	the	emancipation	of	the	niger	
Delta,	making	a	show	of	force	for	the	benefit	of	the	photographer.
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        Diary of 
Dreams Deferred 
        – A Zimbabwean 
        in Limbo
JAnUARY	2008
I begin the year undertaking a second round of 
fieldwork amongst displaced Zimbabwean com-
mercial farmers in Manica Province in Mozam-
bique, on the eastern border with Zimbabwe. 
Those still there – around half have left since I 
first started visiting the area in the mid-2000s  
– have been innovative and persistent in trying  
to create alternative lives and livelihoods to those  
they imagined possible when they arrived. They’ve  
been willing to ‘rough it’ for extended periods, 
realising that such transitions demand time and  
hard work. It seems a feeling of ‘no going back’ 
has set in for many, given that conditions in Zim- 
babwe have systematically worsened. Yet with a 
new round of elections in Zimbabwe anticipated 
in March, no-one can hold back entirely on won-
dering (optimistically even) what might happen, 
myself included.   

MARCh	2008
The elections have been held under conditions  
of ‘relative’ peace, although they could hardly  
be called free and fair. Nonetheless, how can  
one not feel (cautiously) exhilarated by at least 
the parliamentary results that put the opposi-
tion in a clear lead ahead of the ruling party for 
the first time since independence in 1980. The 
process has given a temporary yet welcome sense 
of ownership of the voting process to ordinary 
people. Hope is generated. A new beginning for 

Zimbabwe may be in sight. But then the waiting, 
and waiting, and waiting for the results of the 
crucial presidential vote to be announced. More 
than five weeks of postponement go by. It’s a 
gut-wrenching roller-coaster ride, clearly being 
stage-managed by a regime desperate to avoid 
absolute defeat. Political violence rises exponen-
tially. Aimed at decimating the opposition and 
terrorising ordinary voters to support Mugabe, it 
is undertaken with calculated speed and efficiency.

JUne	2008
I have just finished running an international con- 
ference on ‘Political Economies of Displacement  
in Post-2000 Zimbabwe’ in Johannesburg, orga-
nised jointly by NAI and the Forced Migration 
Studies Programme at Wits University. The more 
than twenty Zimbabwean researchers out of over 
forty presenters were keen to come, but many 
expressed serious concern about their safety be-
forehand, given that South Africa has been in the 
throes of a violent wave of xenophobia since May. 
We can reassure the conference participants that 
they will be safe, but that doesn’t apply to the  
thousands crossing the borders daily from Zim-
babwe, mostly illegally, who are forced to work 
under slave-like conditions on farms near the 
border, or as sex workers or waiting staff in the 
cities.
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When the conference is over I go to Zimbabwe 
for a visit. I’m there until the day before the 
presidential ‘election’ re-run on 27 June. By this 
time, the violence of the regime is palpable even 
in urban middle-class suburbs, not only in the 
high-density townships and rural areas where 
gangs of violent ruling party militia have been 
roaming unrestrained for months. Professionals 
and domestic workers alike are being apprehend-
ed and forced to attend all-night ‘pungwes’, being  
beaten if they refuse to chant Zanu-PF slogans 
and denounce the MDC. Tsvangirai has with-
drawn from the election in protest, hoping to 
spare his supporters further pain and refusing  
to give legitimacy to Mugabe’s manipulations. 
But this hasn’t eased the attacks. 

sePteMBeR	2008
On 15 September, Zanu-PF and the two MDC 
factions sign the Global Political Agreement. 
Many of us see the deal as flawed from the outset.  
Not only should it never have had to be struck in 
the first place, given that the MDC and Tsvangi-
rai won the majority of votes in the March 2008  
elections. In addition, it is a deal unevenly favour-
ing Mugabe, that has left open and unresolved 
some of the most critical disagreements between 
the parties, for example over power-sharing of key  
ministries.  Even so, and contradicting one’s 
better judgement, it is simply impossible NOT to 
start filling one’s head and the occasional conver-
sations with “what if”.  What if it actually works 

and we can begin rebuilding Zimbabwe again? 
The dreams float precariously in the air, waiting 
to be deflated. 

But in the temporary atmosphere of revived opti- 
mism, I gladly assist the young husband of my 
adopted sister Kudzai in Luveve, Bulawayo, to 
return to her and their two small children from 
Pretoria, where he has struggled for the past 
eighteen months to find piece-work as a plasterer. 
We all think there may be something to work 
towards back home, possibilities of a future. 
Maybe. 

DeCeMBeR	2008
The ‘festive’ season in Zimbabwe is haunted by 
the specter of mass hunger and a cholera out- 
break that has rapidly escalated to dramatic pro-
portions. Reports of deaths from cholera alone 
will soon be in the thousands, and infections in 
the scores of thousands, at the same time as the 
major public hospitals as well as minor health 
facilities have closed down. 

Just days before Christmas I receive a phone call 
from Patrick. A family man in his late thirties, 
and one of the few Zimbabweans I know who 
is still formally employed (unemployment is 
officially at over 80%), he is a kind neighbour to 
Kudzai who doesn’t own her own telephone. It’s 
unusual for him to call. And so when I see his 
number appear on my phone, it strikes absolute 
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fear in my heart. With the cholera outbreak, I can  
only imagine the worst kind of news. Thankfully 
this isn’t the reason he is calling. The ‘better’ news  
is that with the recent dollarization of the economy  
he simply cannot manage to feed his family any 
longer. The shame and pain of this situation – 
even if clearly not of his own making – is unbear-
ably evident in his voice. 

JAnUARY	2009
Another year begins with continuing grim pros-
pects for Zimbabwe. The statistics of (avoidable) 
decline and suffering are as overwhelming as 
they are familiar. One basic figure tells it all: life 
expectancy has dropped from 62 in 1990 to an 
average of 34 today, currently the lowest in the 
world. Over five million Zimbabweans are in 
urgent need of food aid. 

I am in Johannesburg attending a workshop on 
remittances sent from Zimbabweans in northern 
England to families at home. Of the twenty or so 
scholars around the table, mostly Zimbabweans, 
only one still lives in Zimbabwe itself – direct 
evidence of the professional brain drain that is 
one of Zimbabwe’s multitude of losses over the 
past decade. The rest of us are ourselves all ‘re-
mitters’, struggling with many of the same issues 
as the subjects of the study: how much can one 
afford to send, whom or what to prioritise when 
the needs are so extensive. 

The workshop coincides with President Obama’s 
inauguration in Washington. At the end of a long  
day we sit transfixed around the TV watching 
hope unfold in America. How can we not think 
about these two contrasting moments and men:  
Obama facing up to the problems and challenges 
ahead, while Mugabe brazenly denies the dire 
problems that face Zimbabwe; Obama commit-
ting himself to closing down Guantanamo, while 
Mugabe heads a regime responsible for abductions,  
torture, rape, and murder. Meanwhile negotiations  
on the deal for a transitional ‘unity’ government 
in Zimbabwe have been revived. Dare we hope 
for progress this time round?

DR.	AMAnDA	hAMMAR
is	a	zimbabwean	researcher	at	nAI.	

she	is	coordinator	of	the	research	

programme	“Political	economies	of	

Displacement	in	southern	Africa”.

zIMBABWe	2008	eLeCtIons	AnD	theIR	AFteRMAth
www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/dossiers/zimbabwe-election/	

zWneWs
www.zwnews.com/

AssoCIAtIon	oF	ConCeRneD	AFRICAn	sChoLARs
http://concernedafricascholars.org/

the	zIMBABWe	sItUAtIon
www.zimbabwesituation.com/	

www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/dossiers/zimbabwe-election/
www.zwnews.com
www.concernedafricascholars.org/
http://www.zimbabwesituation.com/
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mpact assessments of how the financial crisis 
may affect Africa are changing rapidly. The 
issue is no longer to what extent Africa is 
protected from financial turmoil on Wall 
Street. It is about how Africa will endure a 

deep and global economic recession, at present of unknown 
magnitudes. 
These are two recent voices on Africa and the financial crisis:
■ Raila Odinga, Prime Minister Kenya, 8 October:
 “They say that when America sneezes, Europe catches 

cold, Asia develops pneumonia and Africa’s tubercolosis 
gets worse. This is what we are beginning to see.” 

■ IMF, March 2009:
 “The global financial crisis is expected to have a major 

impact on low-income countries – especially in Sub-
Saharan Africa.” 

The forecasts on African growth rates by the IMF and World 
Bank have repeatedly been revised downwards since October 
2008, illustrating the shaky nature of any attempt to predict 
the impact. 

These are just some figures indicating the magnitude of some 
of the flows that connect Africa to the global economy:

Foreign Direct Investment: Amounts to some 15 billion 
USD (net inflow to SSA 2006). Time series data reveals it to 
be a highly volatile flow. It is unevenly distributed across the 
continent, with South Africa receiving more than a third. 
South Africa is also an important investor on the African 
continent. A sharp drop in FDIs has already been registered.  

Official Development Assistance (ODA): Amounts to 
approximately 40 billion USD (net flow 2006). The ODA 
flow declined during the 1990s and has increased since 2000.  
The (undesirable) pro-cyclical nature of the ODA flow is 
debated. It is pro-cyclical in two ways: On aggregate donors 
tend to reduce aid flows in recession. But it is also pro-cycli-
cal in relation to individual recipients as aid is being cut back 
when countries in economic (and political) crisis fail to meet 
conditionality related to economic policies. How much the 
recession will impact on aggregate ODA flows is a political 
guess work. Donors have so far stayed firm on their commit-

ment to increase aid flows. However, the critical moment 
will come as large donor countries have to go through fiscal 
adjustment to deal with the record deficits now building up.  
   
Workers’ remittances: African diasporas send back some 
15 billion USD per year to Africa, hence the same amount as 
FDIs. Africa depends less on remittances than Latin America  
or Asia, but remittances have increased steadily. As a flow it 
appears to be less volatile. However it is likely to be affected 
if there is a drastic worsening of European (and South African)  
labor markets. 

Exports, imports and terms of trade: Exports amounts 
to approximately a third of Sub-Saharan GDP. On average  
Africa has benefitted from improved terms of trade over  
the last years. Oil and mineral exporters in particular have 
benefitted greatly from booming prices. Net importers of  
oil and food have been on the loosing side, and they con-
stitute the majority of African countries. Global recession 
is likely to mean worsening terms of trade for Africa on 
average, but maybe some reversal of the present trend when 
it comes to winners and losers on the continent. Oil and 
mineral exporters are already registering decreasing export 
revenues. Countries depending on tourism have also been 
subject to an early impact. Of concern to food importers is 
that food prices, even if decreasing, seem to stay at histori-
cally high levels.     

The China/India factor: Chinese and Indian trade and  
investments have increased sharply in Africa. However, when  
forecasting the impact of global recession it should be kept 
in mind that that their share of the cake remains limited: It 
is estimated that 13% of African exports go to China and 
India (86% of it oil). Asian FDIs are estimated to make up 
less than 10% of FDI in Africa. So even if China and India 
were to be unaffected by a recession in the West, which 
nothing indicates, that factor would still not provide Africa 
with much of a cushion. 

Africa and the 
Global Recession

PoLICY	
	 /Goran	holmqvist

GÖRAn	hoLMQVIst	
is	an	economist	and	senior	Policy	

Analyst	at	nAI.	
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ince returning from South Africa, where I 
spent the last three years as Swedish Ambas-
sador, I get many questions. Where is South 
Africa heading? Do we need to worry about 
a South Africa led by Jacob Zuma? Can the 

breakaway party Cope (Congress of the people) under the 
former ANC national chairman Lekota change the politi-
cal landscape? What did former president Thabo Mbeki do 
wrong and what will be his legacy? 

There is a scenario implied in these questions. What if  
(highly likely) Jacob Zuma becomes president in 2009 and 
gives in to what some consider populist and dangerous 
demands by the South African Communist Party, the  
Congress of Trade Unions and the ANC Youth League? 

These alliance partners of the African National Congress,  
the ANC, are the ones which helped Zuma to become presi-
dent of the ANC. They advocate increased state spending, 
questioning the inflation target of the government and the  
Reserve Bank. They are against privatization of state enter- 
prises. All in all, they seem to question the wisdom of contin- 
uing the highly successful market oriented economic policies 
brought in by Thabo Mbeki, which they label as “neo-colo-
nialist”. 

There are also the issues of corruption and morality. 

 South Africa 2008: 
             Quo Vadis – Whereto?

Jacob Zuma was fired as deputy president by Mbeki for  
accepting bribes. His economic advisor is serving a fifteen 
year sentence, essentially for channeling bribes to Zuma. 
Zuma’s moral compass has been questioned after his public 
defense of having unprotected sex with a known HIV-posi-
tive, young friend of the family. He was charged with rape, 
but acquitted in court. 

The question is whether a Zuma-led government would 
lose the trust and support of local and international business 
and politicians, thereby bringing economic hardship on the 
country, which has enjoyed sustained growth under Mbeki 
and his team. Will Zuma be able and willing to continue 
Mbeki’s fight against greed and corruption or does the 
dismantling of the Scorpions, a South African FBI of sorts, 
instituted under Mbeki, signal a beginning of increased cor-
ruption and mismanagement? 

If this is the worst-case scenario, is there a best-case one 
and what would that look like? Jacob Zuma keeps telling the 
outside world that he does not intend to change economic 
policy. Some analysts point to the fact that Zuma has never 
been known for leftist activism in the movement and that he 
could actually withstand the demands of his leftists backers, 
once in power. The Zuma-led ANC has kept Mbeki’s trusted 
finance minister of many years, Trevor Manuel, an important  
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in the constitu-tional talks, more violence, suffer-
ing and economic hardship.

During my last three years in South Africa,  
I have often reminded my South African friends, 
especially those in government positions, of the 
fact that South Africa is now living the best case 
scenario of the early nineties. There is no or very 
little political violence, in part I am sure, as a 
result of a ground breaking truth and reconcilia-
tion process. The political divide is not anymore 
between white and black. And through Broad 
Based Black Economic Empowerment policies, 
BBBEE, race is less and less the defining factor 
when it comes to income and wealth, indeed  
economic growth has in the past few years largely  
been driven by the consumption of a fast growing  
new non-white middleclass.

What South Africa needs now is levelheaded 
leadership, or failing that, a political, corrective 
element that will be able to build on the country’s  
strong constitution and its institutions to keep it 
on the right track. 

signal at this stage. After forcing Mbeki to step 
down prematurely, the Zuma-led ANC has lost 
some leaders, some of whom have formed a new 
party, the Congress of the people, Cope, to con-
test the election. At the time of writing it is too 
early to say if the new party will attract enough 
support to make a real difference, and few believe 
it can unseat the ANC. 

Some reflections on the legacy of Thabo 
Mbeki: I was posted in South Africa when the 
ANC was legalised and before that in Lusaka 
where ANC was headquartered in exile. Thabo 
Mbeki was a close aide of the ANC president in 
exile, Oliver Tambo, and travelled extensively 
with him. After returning to South Africa,  
Mbeki kept a hand on the steering wheel of for-
eign policy, first as deputy and then as president. 
It is no exaggeration to say that he has been the 
main architect, with Nelson Mandela as the ini-
tial front figure, behind South Africa’s emergence  
as an important player in the league of third world  
leading powers such as India, Brazil and China. 
It remains to be seen if a Zuma-led South Africa 
can maintain that position. 

When scenarios were written in the early 
nineties, the worst case ones were almost over-
whelming. There was a low intensity civil war 
going on between the Inkhata Freedom Party, 
backed by the Nationalist Party led government 
structures, against the ANC. The white right wing  
made a failed attempt at a coup. The economy 
was in crisis, partly because of sanctions, and it 
was the belief of some, if not all, that president 
de Klerk, the future Nobel Prize winner, did not 
have in mind to hand over power on the basis  
of an unfettered one-man-one-vote-system. Our 
worst case scenario at the time was that these 
trends would continue and lead to a breakdown 

brIAN rAFtopoulos At NAI
Brian Raftopoulos, a well known Zimbabwean scholar, political 
commentator and activist, was the guest at a seminar at the Nor-
dic Africa Institute on 21 November 2008 (co-organised with the 
Church of Sweden). The seminar was focused on the relationship 
of South Africa to Zimbabwe since the late 1990s and on the ne-
gotiations between Zimbabwe’s ruling Zanu-PF party and the op-
position, the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC).
 Raftopoulos discussed South African President Thabo Mbeki’s 
‘quiet diplomacy’ towards the Mugabe regime in relation to South 
African politics and in relation to a wider anti-imperialist, trans-Af-
rican politics. Robert Mugabe has skillfully used an anti-imperialist 

rhetoric to legitimise, and mask the realities of his radical land 
reform and the brutal silencing of internal opposition to his rule. 
This has translated in part into an effective ideological policing of 
other African states and leaders – including South Africa – making 
it hard for them to dissent against his discourse or actions. 
 In the view of Brian Raftopoulos donors such as Sweden 
should remain alert to the enormous humanitarian crisis gener-
ated by the political and economic crises, and find appropriate 
ways of supporting those suffering as a result of displacement and 
deepening poverty.

eLeCtIons	In	soUth	AFRICA
www.nai.uu.se/policy_activities/southafrica_elections/	

AnDeRs	MÖLLAnDeR	
was	a	diplomat	with	the	swedish	Ministry	for	

Foreign	Affairs	1973-2008,	most	recently	as	

Ambassador	to	south	Africa.	he	is	currently	

hosted	by	nAI.

www.nai.uu.se/policy_activities/southafrica_elections
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of power in a region and do more damage than it  
repairs. This is an obvious area where policy is in  
dire need of context specific research to fill out the  
gaps needed to apply policies to reality.

A workshop organized by the post-conflict 
transition research program at NAI, titled “Brid-
ging the Gap between Policy and Research on 
Post Conflict Transition in Africa” explored these  
issues during two days of intense discussions in 
Uppsala in February 2008.

The conclusions from this workshop showed 
us with clarity that the sometimes low level of 
interaction between researchers and policy mak-
ers is not a symptom that we have no use for each 
other. There is always a need for good baseline 
research for policy decisions. But there are diffi-
culties of communication. There is also a lack of 
established channels of communications. Finally, 
there is a necessity to change the format of the 
information that researchers produce. 

the	Most	IMPoRtAnt	
ReCoMMenDAtIons	FRoM	the	
WoRKshoP	WeRe:
Opening up processes: Participatory policy mak-
ing and participatory research.

We all work in isolated realities and tend to  
look inward instead of outward. We need to 
communicate but does not have to re-invent the  
wheel. Trying to open up policy processes to invite  
researchers in a better way than before might be 
a good road to take. Make policymaking more 
participatory. Similarly, when designing research 
program, take political actors into account. Design  
the program with a routine and plan for policy 
communication in place. Meet and discuss re-
search findings several times during the research 

Bridging the Gap between 
Policy and Research

s research important if it is not 
used? Does knowledge has a value 
of its own? There is probably no 
absolute answer to these questions, 
but for NAI it is important that the  

knowledge we produce is actually read and of use 
for as wide an audience as possible. 

For me as a policy analyst, it is specifically 
important that the research from NAI is relevant 
for policy actors on Africa. Be it Swedish, Nordic 
or African government officials or any other who  
could be called “policy maker” – people influenc- 
ing those political decisions affecting the popu-
lations in Africa and especially populations in 
fragile states or conflict zones.

Researchers on Africa often feel that the 
knowledge they produce is not appreciated, or 
used, when policy decisions are taken. On the 
other side, when working as a policymaker or 
bureaucrat, there is either little time to consume 
extensive research reports or there are other de-
mands influencing the decision making process. 

so	WhAt	Is	the	PRoBLeM?
Development actors have a lot of policies and 
tools on how to engage in conflict and post- 
conflict Africa. These are papers called “Do No 
Harm”, “the Paris Agenda”, “Good Humanitar-
ian Donorship” or “Principles of Donor Engage-
ment in Fragile States”. They all are trying to set  
up models on how to act to avoid the worst mis-
takes in these very unstable environments.

Still, experiences show us, time and time 
again, that these are high-risk donor investments, 
and that every situation is unique and context 
specific. It also shows us that a mistake easily can 
tip the scale of an agreement or a delicate balance 
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process instead of waiting for a final report to 
drop into your lap.

PLAtFoRMs	FoR	CoMMUnICAtIon
Communication between policymakers and 
researchers tend to be ad-hoc, one-off meetings 
when there is a commissioned report to present 
or an invited speaker to give a lecture. We need 
to complement this kind of seminars with recur-
ring information sharing meetings. Policy mak-
ers need to be updated on what research is being 
done, and researchers need to know what the 
political priorities are, and both need to get to 
know the other personally.

the	FoRMAt	oF	ReseARCh
Today, much research is produced and distributed  
mainly to an academic research audience. It is 
not easily accessed and digested by a non-aca- 
demic audience, hard pressed on time for reading.
Researchers need to think both ways and learn 
to communicate and produce material accessible 
outside academic circles. Methods for verbal 
communication need to be developed. As one 
of the participants in the workshop put it: “we 
bureaucrats have little time to read, but we like 
to listen”.

InstItUtIonAL	ChALLenGes
In particular within policy institutions, there are  
institutional challenges that prevent efficient com- 
munication with researchers. Time is the most 
limiting factor. How can policy makers find time  
to approach researchers when they need to pro-
duce decisions and have administrative procedures  
that have tight deadlines? Or maybe this is a 
question of priorities? In any case it needs to be 
discussed. There is also an institutional culture 
that is not very open minded to new knowledge. 
One tends to lean towards old and acknowledged 
authors, facts and figures when taking policy 
decisions instead of being open and looking for 
new knowledge.

MAthIAs	KRüGeR	
is	a	former	Policy	Analyst	with	nAI,

currently	working	for	sida	in	ethiopia.

From ‘brANd AId’ to ‘Youth ANd hope’
Over two intensive days in October 2008 the Copenhagen Univer-
sity Centre for Health and Society was the venue for the yearly Nor-
dic Africa Days, an event where Nordic and international experts 
in African Studies meet for a scholarly discussion on an array of 
Africa-related issues.
 The title for the Nordic Africa Days in 2008 was “Africa on the 
Move”, covering numerous issues ranging from “Youth and Hope” 
to “War, Military and Conflict”. The conference was organized by 
the Copenhagen University Centre for African Studies and the  
Department of Anthropology, but financed by the Nordic Africa  
Institute. A document with all abstracts from the conference is 
available on the NAI web site.
 More than anything else the conference demonstrated the 
wide number of issues covered by African Studies in the Nordic 
region, and the high competence of the participating researchers. 
Current events in Africa, such as the ongoing crisis in Zimbabwe 
were also covered, with the keynote speech for the conference de-
livered by Jenni Williams of the NGO “Women of Zimbabwe Arise”, 
or WOZA.
 One of the workshops that attracted the largest number of in-
terested listeners and participants was titled “Brand Aid”, with four 

papers discussing how the use of branded products, commerce 
and the concept of “Corporate Social Responsibility” is used to aid 
Africa. The concept of “Brand Aid” also refers to the branded ways in 
which international development interventions are implemented  
in Africa. 
 Marketing various products intended to “help Africa” is an in-
creasingly popular way to raise money for international develop-
ment. A typical example is the (RED) brand, with a variety of prod-
ucts sold for the benefit of action against HIV/Aids. In the first of 
the two sessions of the workshop Lisa Ann Richey of Denmark’s 
Roskilde University and Stefano Ponte of the Danish Institute for 
International Studies (DIIS) discussed how “Brand Aid” creates a 
world built on the myth that it is possible to have as much as you 
want, without depriving anyone else. 
 The workshop on “Youth and Hope” meanwhile was intended 
to explore the relationship between youth and hope in an African 
setting. If Africa is on the move, so are the dreams and hopes of its 
people. In one of the sessions Henrik Vigh, associate professor of 
anthropology in Copenhagen and Simon Turner of DIIS presented 
a paper on the ideas of hope and a better future among Burundian 
refugees in Nairobi.

BRIDGInG	the	GAP
http://www.nai.uu.se/policy_activities/information_och_konferens/bridging_the_gap/	

http://www.nai.uu.se/policy_activities/information_och_konferens/bridging_the_gap/
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The Nordic Documentation Project at the Nordic Africa  
Institute (NAI) and The South African Democracy Education 
Trust (SADET) are some of the many documentation initia-
tives that have taken place both outside and within Africa.  
SADET has documented the complex road to South Africa’s 
peaceful political settlement after decades of violent conflict.  

In 2003, the Nordic Africa Institute (NAI) was mandated  
by the Swedish Foreign Ministry to identify archives in the 
Nordic countries that are of relevance to the liberation strug-
gles in Southern Africa. The idea emanated from a research 
project that was conducted by Tor Sellström at NAI from 
1994 – 2002, entitled The National Liberation of Southern 
Africa: The Role of the Nordic Countries. Sellström’s work 
accumulated numerous copies of documents which resulted 
into three volumes entitled Sweden and National Liberation  
in Southern Africa Volumes I and II and Liberation in South- 
ern Africa – Regional and Swedish Voices. Similarly, Finnish,  
Danish and Norwegian versions were published describing 
the respective country’s involvement. 

Through its web site www.liberationafrica.se the Nordic 
Documentation Project has strived to make the documenta-
tion on liberation struggles known to researchers, students, 
journalists and members of the general public. The project 
has also financially assisted and strengthened archival institu- 
tions in Southern Africa (in countries like Angola and Nami- 
bia) in organizing and cataloguing archival materials that 
make up the histories of these countries’ liberation struggles. 

The Documentation Project has also supported interna-
tional conferences where it has disseminated its work. In 
September 2008 a workshop on the theme “Liberation in 
Southern Africa: News Perspectives” was held at the Centre 
for African Studies, University of Cape Town. Among the 
participants was the former Commissioner in the South 
African Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC),  

ishop Tutu once said during an International 
Conference of the Round Table on Archives 
(CITRA) that was held in Cape Town in 21 
October, 2003 that,
 

Is the statement of Bishop Tutu upheld? The documentation 
of the people’s struggles is indispensable to both past and 
future generations because it carries the incontrovertible 
evidence of human actions. 

The documentation of the Nordic solidarity with the 
struggles of the oppressed people of Southern Africa should 
be used as a source of information for the design of policies 
that will promote post-liberation struggles, human rights, 
accountability, reconciliation, democracy and development 
in the region. It is an important source of history and details 
the roles of various actors in the liberation struggles and cap-
tures information that would otherwise have been lost to the 
collective memory of the society and younger generations. 

“The records are crucial 

to hold us accountable... 

They are a potent bulwark 

against human rights violations.

We must remember our past 

so that we do not repeat it.”

Past Memories 
Informing Future Policies

PoLICY
	 /Proscovia	svard
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Ms. Mary Burton, whom I interviewed on the successes and 
failures of the TRC. 

Ms Burton said:
   “The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in 

South Africa was moderately successful in exposing the 
truth even though not all the truth. We still have many 
questions unanswered but the general balance of how 
things happened, of how much of the violence was spon-

sored or engineered by the state, of how many under-
hand tactics were used by the state was established. 

  Therefore, it is no longer possible for the previous 
privileged community to deny responsibility for the past.  
In terms of creating the conditions for reconciliation, I 
think it that has been much more difficult. It is terrible 
regret and shame to us as South Africans, that we have 
not been able to bring better quality of economic justice 
to the country.” 
South Africa is one of the numerous countries that have 

pursued transitional justice through a TRC that was estab-
lished in 1994 to look into the human rights violations that 
were committed during the apartheid era. 

One of the papers presented at the workshop touched on 
“fruit sharing” and the question of where most of the people 
who were involved in the struggles are today. It also argued 
that even though legal equality has been achieved, the gap 
between the rich and poor is still wide and in some cases 
wider than before. Another paper illustrated how the memory  
of the liberation struggle is being used in Zimbabwe to sup-
press dissent and to suffocate the political space.  

Even though documentation is crucial in preserving  
historic memory, it is important that the information is 
effectively used in the formulation of future policies to 
enhance social equality and future solidarity for “those who 
forget the past are doomed to repeat it.” Lessons drawn from 
the experience of the liberation struggles’ for the cause of 
freedom and democracy should be used to enable people of 
the world to have full citizenship. 

This is why the Nordic Africa Institute has strived to 
locate this important history and make it available to the 
people. Past memories are not yet fully informing future 
policies. But, as Bishop Tutu said, they will forever hold us 
accountable.

PRosCoVIA	sVÄRD
is	Project	Coordinator	for	the	nordic		

Documentation	Project	and	a	Research		

Administrator	at	nAI.

the	noRDIC	DoCUMentAtIon	PRoJeCt
www.liberationafrica.se/

http://www.liberationafrica.se/
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victions are on the increase across cities in  
Africa and the South in general. They are re-
appearing at a time when cities have become 
extensively informalized, meaning that large 
numbers of urbanites today rely on informal 

sources of housing, services and incomes. What rationale 
underlies the intensified use of such forceful measures?

Many African cities are now characterized by the expansion 
of vast unplanned settlements and the proliferation of com-
mercial activity in public spaces. In the face of such uncon-
trolled urban development, most urban governments have 
abandoned comprehensive urban planning. Instead, they 
increasingly resort to ad-hoc ‘sanitising campaigns’ such as 
evictions and relocations. 

The consequences of these campaigns for the urban poor 
are devastating. 

The ‘sanitizing’ interventions in Maputo and Harare illus-
trate some of the underlying triggers and processes. The 
Maputo ‘incident’ was triggered by the hosting of the Afri-
can Union meeting in 2003. In preparation for the meeting, 
the authorities adopted measures intended to ‘beautify’ the 
city and provide a sense of order. A long wall was construct-

URBAn	
	 /Amin	Kamete	&		Ilda		Lindell

“They came without warning. The bulldozers just started tearing down  
our homes. There was army and police everywhere” 

  h a r a r e  r e s i d e n t  a n d  a c t i v i s t ,  o n  o p e r a t i o n  r e s t o r e  o r d e r.

“It was a blow to my business. They removed my container without promising 
me a new place. It was desperation”. 

  m a r k e t  v e n d o r  i n  m a p u t o

ed on both sides of the road linking the airport to the city 
centre in order to conceal the vast unplanned housing areas 
that flank the road. Conscious of this intention, local resi-
dents referred to this wall as ‘the wall of shame’ (in Portu-
guese, ‘o muro da vergonha’). 

Months before the event, Maputo City Council revealed its 
intention to relocate one of the largest unplanned city mar-
kets to the outer-periphery of Maputo. The market, located 
along one of the main arteries in the city, was regarded as 
giving an unfavourable impression to the passing foreign 
dignitaries who would attend the meeting. These plans gene-
rated considerable anxiety among the vendors in the market, 
as the relocation would have serious effects on their incomes. 
In the end, the vendors and the leaders of their association 
managed to negotiate a compromise with Maputo City 
Council. The market remained in the same location and the 
stalls that congested the road were moved to another area of 
the market. 

Zimbabwe’s ‘Operation Murambatsvina/Restore Order’ 
became infamous internationally because of its speed, feroc-
ity, scale and militarized nature. In May 2005, the govern-
ment, without warning, launched the ‘clean-up’ operation 
in the Central Business District of Harare. It would soon 

Walls of Shame: 
 Evictions, Global Pressures 
 and Local Agendas
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spread to all urban centres in the country. The targets of the 
operation were explicitly  informal housing and informal 
trading structures. Most of those negatively affected were the 
urban poor. 

National defence and state security forces, the police and 
ruling party youth militias were mobilized to forcefully and 
violently evict or relocate people and to demolish ‘illegal’ 
structures. In less than two months, an estimated 38,000 
homes and 9,000 business structures were destroyed. 

The avowed purpose of the operation was, as suggested 
by its codename, to restore order and ‘sanity’ to the urban  
areas and to eradicate filth – the Shona term ‘murambatsvina’  
means ‘one who rejects filth’. This ‘filth’ referred to ‘illegal’  
structures and to the people benefiting from them. The autho- 
rities declared their intent to restore Harare to its former glow.  
The urban poor and their activities were thus criminalized in 
order to justify the intervention. 

The examples indicate some of the forces propelling the 
increasing use of evictions and demolitions. As the Maputo 
case illustrates, governments may trigger or justify ‘sanitising’  
interventions on the basis of an approaching international 
event and the imperative of upholding a modern city image 
that can be projected internationally. 

Cleansing operations may also be sparked by other kinds of 
pressures. In the case of Operation Murambatsvina, political  
and state security issues seem to have been a prominent 
driving force. In the context of rapid political deterioration, 
the operation represented an attempt by the state to curb 
the growing numbers of disenfranchised urbanites, many of 
whom had become supporters of the opposition party. 

While this particular intervention stands out for its scale 
and impacts, it reflects more general processes in African cities.  
Many of those depending on informality suffer from both 
economic and political exclusion. 

Because it is a breeding ground for political discontent 

urban informality is often perceived as a political threat by 
the authorities. In many cities evictions and demolitions re-
flect political attempts to regain control over the many people  
operating beyond the purview of the state. In the context of  
these deep contradictions, the hosting of an international event  
provides an excuse for ‘cleansing’ interventions. During 
cleansing episodes, international idioms of ‘city marketing’ 
often become conflated with local political agendas.

A fuller analysis of the events is provided in a scientific article  
yet to be published, with the preliminary title “The politics 
of Non-Planning in African cities: International and local 
dimensions”.

	

AMIn	Y.	KAMete	
from	zimbabwe	is	an	nAI	researcher	and	heads	the	

project	“Gender	and	Age	in	African	Cities”.

DR.	ILDA	LInDeLL	
from	sweden	is	a	nordic	Researcher	at	nAI,	where	she	

heads	the	research	project	”Collective	organisation	

among	Informal	Workers	in	African	Cities”.

During	“operation	Murambatsvina/Restore	order”	in	2005	some	38,000	homes	were	destroyed	in	harare.

	 soKWAneLe:	zIMBABWe	CIVIC	ACtIon	sUPPoRt	GRoUP
	 www.sokwanele.com/articles/sokwanele/
	 opmuramb_overview_18june2005.html

InteRnAtIonAL	CRIsIs	GRoUP	on	oPeRAtIon	MURAMBAtsVInA
www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=3618

www.sokwanele.com/articles/sokwanele/opmuramb_overview_18june2005.html
www.chdc-muk.com/index.htm
www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=3618
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can’t lie to you Mats, I’ve sold my 
vote, says Justice as we strolled 
around between polling stations 
on election day in downtown 
Freetown. Justice is the nickname 

I gave him after our first discussions more than 
four years ago and it has stuck. He then seemed 
obsessed with justice or rather Sierra Leonean 
injustice.

Justice fought in the Sierra Leonean civil war 
for the Sierra Leone Army but later went AWOL 
and ran off to the Gambia. He says he initially 
joined the army and fought the war to get rid of 
the rotten “system”. Later he left the army for 
similar reasons: “backstabbing” and “sell game” 
– the army selling out to economic interests and 
the enemy. In the Gambia he tried to settle down 
but got involved in money forgery. He ended up 
killing a person and again he ran, this time back 
to post-war Sierra Leone. So the justice of Justice 
is rather confused and idealized, yet well-intended 
– he has a good heart. 

Justice was approached prior to the first  
round of election in August 2007 by a local poli-
tician from the SLPP ruling party. He was offered 
60,000 Leone (20 USD) and a bag of rice to vote 
for the party. Being broke Justice accepted and on  
election day he pressed his red-inked index finger 
in the box of SLPP. 

Recovering from ten years of civil war Sierra 
Leone has gone through a rather successful demo- 

cratic transition. But the transition has not been 
without problems.

I was sitting in Mabinty’s living room one 
afternoon before the first round of the poll. 
Mabinty had a few of her friends over; typical 
urban mid-dle class married women. They were 
discussing the impending elections and all three 
major parties had supporters in the room. They 
covered topics such as the rampant vote buying 
that had been ongoing for months and alleged 
vote rigging. These were in their view the main 
obstacles to honest democracy. 

   The 
Index Finger of Justice: 
    Democratization 
in Sierra Leone

Photos	from	the	election	in	sierra	Leone	in	2007

the	red	ink	on	the	index	finger	signifies	
that	you	have	voted	in	the	election.

Photo:	MAts	UtAs

MeRCenARIes	oF	DeMoCRACY:	the	‘PoLItRICKs’	oF	ReMoBILIzeD	CoMBAtAnts	
In	the	2007	GeneRAL	eLeCtIons,	sIeRRA	Leone	
http://afraf.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/107/429/515

YoUnG	WoMen	In	AFRICAn	CIVIL	WARs	
www.nai.uu.se/publications/books/book.xml?id=25267

the	PentAGon	GUYs	(VIDeo)	
www.nai.uu.se/events/multimedia/pentagon/

the	West	sIDe	BoYs:	MILItARY	nAVIGAtIon	In	the	sIeRRA	Leone	CIVIL	WAR	
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online
&aid=2136988

http://afraf.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/107/429/515
http://www.nai.uu.se/publications/books/book.xml?id=25267
www.nai.uu.se/events/multimedia/pentagon/
www.nai.uu.se/events/multimedia/pentagon/
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=2136988
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the other way around as well, because he is sum-
ming up that the watermelon, just like Sierra 
Leone politics, contains “so-so water”. Here was a 
public figure that relayed a message to the people 
that taking money from one party and voting for  
another was not immoral in any way. It was rather  
the people giving money who were at fault – so 
“doing a watermelon” became a legitimate means 
to gain something individually and simultane-
ously punishing corrupt politicians.

Elections in Sierra Leone have always been 
times of violent tension and the 2007 election was  
no exception. However the Sierra Leone elections  
did not turn as ugly as in Kenya (2007) or Zim-
babwe (2008). In Sierra Leone the main parties all  
remobilized ex-combatants into informal “task 
forces” with the dual function of protecting party  
functionaries and threatening voters. Although 
forced voting in Freetown constituted a much 
lower part than vote buying it signaled the con-
tinuity of violent politics heightened during the 
ten years of civil war. The war-time intensifica-
tion of combat and violence and the extensive 
mobilization of youth into militia movements are 
often defined as ‘exceptional’. However, as I have 
pointed out in a recent article in African Affairs 
(together with Maya Christensen):
  “ boundaries between peace and war are blur- 

red by the ‘politricks’ of remobilized combat-
ants. Though task force members rallying  
behind the political parties employed dis-

However at the same time they all laughingly 
talked about how they dressed in the color of any  
party to participate in their rallies in order to 
enjoy the festivities and take advantage of any 
kind of handouts, or party largesse. “We do a 
watermelon” was their response with reference to 
one of the most popular expressions of the 2007 
elections. Green is the color of the SLPP party 
and the watermelon. Red is the color of the APC 
and the flesh of the watermelon. 

The Sierra Leone artist Daddy SAJ released 
a song in early 2007 entitled Watermelon politics 
as a comment on Sierra Leone politics. It formed 
part of a general eye-opener for Sierra Leonean 
voters. The idea is that you can take money from 
the green party, and wear their green t-shirt, yet 
your inside is read – like the watermelon. I want 
to believe that Daddy SAJ want us to imagine it  

   The 
Index Finger of Justice: 
    Democratization 
in Sierra Leone

election	posters	in	Freetown	(above).		
A	meeting	of	the	APC	party	(left).

Photo:	MAts	UtAs
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courses of citizenship to render violence 
legitimate, they continuously compared war-
time dynamics with the electoral moment. 
Presidential candidates gave assurances that 
they would never incite violence as part of po-
litical campaigning, but violent mobilization, 
albeit in a more subtle and invisible form, did 
once again characterize and influence ‘the 
“normal” operations of democratic politics’.” 

The elections led to violent clashes both in  
Freetown and elsewhere in the country, chiefly 
between members of SLPP and APC task forces. 
Task force members enticed by trifling financial 
handouts and promises of post-victory windfall 
in a few cases lost their lives in a political game 
they in reality cared little for and had little to gain  
from. Meanwhile the democratic parties reacti-
vated military networks that the international 
donor driven processes of “Disarmament, Demo-
bilization, Reintegration” (DDR), “Transitional 
Justice” and “Security Sector Reform” (SSR) had 
aimed at destroying. In fact the three main polit-
ical parties each one mobilized one of the three 
main military movements (rebel, militia and civil 
defense force) and thereby politically reenacted 
the previous war chasms.

“I do a watermelon” said Sierra Leoneans with 
big smiles prior to the 2007 elections. The inno-
cent form of participating in the opposition rally 
for short-term gain or singing a “watermelon”  
song appears to be a small step towards democra-
tic consolidation but by en masse taking money  
from a political party and still voting for the party 
that one believe in spontaneously turned into a 
way of consolidating democracy in Sierra Leone. 

By disconnecting money and vote Sierra 
Leone voters taught politicians that they cannot 
sit idle and save up money during their period in 
power to just go out and shop for votes when an 
election approaches. But then we continue to have  
the threat of violence. Far from a novel thing in 
Sierra Leone politics both APC and SLPP have  
reached the conclusion that if vote buying and 
vote rigging has become structurally difficult the 
use of violence is still a feasible path. The after-
math of the elections, the consolidation of APC 
power and furthermore the 2008 local elections 
bear evidence of that. 

Democratic development in Sierra Leone 
open up questions: How well can democracy 
work in a state with high levels of poverty and a 
generalized structural insecurity? How much is 
the international community prepared to invest 
in durable democratic structures beyond the elec-
tion moment and between elections? How this is 
tackled appears to be crucial for the stability of 
Sierra Leone, and that is the larger index finger 
of justice. 

DR.	MAts	UtAs
is	a	researcher	from	sweden	and	runs	

the	nAI	research	projects	‘Youth	and	

marginality	in	urban	sierra	Leone’	

and	‘Informal	security	structures		

in	the	Mano	River	Region:	Guinea,		

Liberia	and	sierra	Leone’.
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RURAL	
	 /Kjell	havnevik

n Babati district in northern Tanzania eight 
villages were given ownership of the adjacent 
forests, the Duru-Haitemba, in the early 1990s.  
Village forest management plans were deve-
loped, forests were demarcated and village 

patrols were organised to enforce new by-laws of the forests. 
The work was organised by the village forest committee with  
assistance from district forest officials and supported by 
national policies and laws. 

Over time forest and land degradation was halted, the 
micro-climate improved and water sources returned, moti- 
vating the smallholders to accept and enforce the forest 
management rules. In Duru-Haitemba the forest had nearly 
vanished and to protect the forest cattle was also banned. 

“Community forestry has led to easier access to firewood 
and water improving the life of villagers and for women,” 
says Sara, head of the forest committee in Ayasanda village, 
Duru-Haitemba.

Land and natural resources are the main vehicles for pro-
moting rural livelihoods and economic development in Sub-
Saharan Africa. A major cause for the severe rural poverty in 
the region is the failure of land and natural resource tenure 
systems to raise productivity and secure social welfare. 

The global reforms of the early 1990s in direction of demo- 
cracy and local participation, created more space for local 
communities to influence how natural resources are governed. 
An important condition for this development was the weake-
ning of the African states through crisis and structural adjust- 
ment. Vertical governance of natural resources gave way to  
combination of global governance through international 
agreements and stronger ownership and influence over land 

Forests Returned to 
      Village Management in 
Northern Tanzania
            – Natural Resources 
     under New Rulers

and natural resources by local institutions and communities 
(horizontal governance). The community forestry in Babati 
and Kiteto districts in northern Tanzania are examples of 
this development.  

In Tanzania community forestry was initiated by the 
villagers themselves and their institutions. When the govern-
ment in the early 1990s decided to protect the degrading 
forest against the rural people, by creating national forest 
reserves, the people claimed that they were owners of the 
forests and that they were better placed to manage the forest 
sustainably than government bureaucrats.

Government officials at all levels had also gradually come 
to acknowledge that “governance from above” could not halt 
land and forest degradation and that it could only be addressed  
through cooperation between government and local commu- 
nities. Some donors, including Sida, also supported this new 
process of national, district and local cooperation to bring 
the forests and the water sources back.

Near Babati, in Kiteto district, nine villages of predomi-
nantly Masaai cattle population, established a joint environ-
ment committee to manage a huge forest, the Suledo forest. 
Here the issue was to manage a considerable forest capital of 
large tree stands and to organize rotational grazing inside the 
forest. 

Both the Duru-Haitemba and Suledo examples have shown 
remarkable improvements over the last fifteen years. Nega-
tive impacts did occur in the early phases of the new forest 
management due to restriction on fire wood collection and 
for cattle owners, who had to find other grazing areas or move  
from the area. Over time the regeneration of the forest pro-
vided better access to fire wood and timber, honey and fruits 
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and the water sources returned. In Suledo the timber stands 
improved considerably as well as the grazing conditions for 
the animals of the Masaai. 

The improvements of community forests in northern 
Tanzania have so far been promising. But will the new forest  
regime be sustainable over time? New challenges have emerged  
when villages and their institutions entered the benefit or 
harvesting phase of the resources they had nurtured for so 
long. The wealth of the forest attracts the attention of  
bureaucrats and middle-men who tend to undermine the legal 
position and the unity of the villages and their institutions, 
grabbing resources for the district authorities or themselves. 

The Duru-Haitemba and Suledo community forest  
management experiences are important test cases for deve-
lopment from below. Under what conditions can local  
communities and their institutions reap the benefits of their 
own long term efforts? Can village institutions, if successful 
handle large incomes? 

International donor support to community forestry in 
Tanzania is now being reduced as aid is directed to budget 
support and poverty reduction. So also in northern Tanzania.  
Sida assistance to these initiatives ended in 2008, except for 
limited follow up support to Suledo. This was not sufficient 
to secure that the villages and their institutions could han-
dle the harvesting phase. They may now be left to fend for 
themselves.

Donors have instead shifted their emphasis to support for 
bio-fuel production on village land. In Tanzania today there 
are more than 30 foreign investors pursuing bio-fuel produc-
tion without any regulatory framework.
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sara	from	the	forest	committee	in	Ayasanda	village,	Duru-haitemba,	showing	the	forest	to	visitors.

The community forest development in Tanzania started in 
the 1970s with the creation of villages with influence over 
their own land, the so-called “Ujamaa” villages. In its initial 
phase this mainly forced restructuring aimed at enhancing  
agriculture, strengthening political control of the rural areas 
but also capture of the agricultural surplus by the state. 
Through the gradual weakening of the state, the village insti-
tutions could be used by well organised villages to initiate 
development from below.

It remains to be seen whether the village governance 
structure can uphold the interests of villages and rural small- 
holders when external companies increase pressure on the 
government for access to timber and land for large scale 
bio-fuel production. Most of the land suitable for bio-fuel 
production is under village institution governance. 

PRoFessoR	KJeLL	hAVneVIK	
is	a	senior	Researcher	at	nAI	where	he	heads	

the	project	“Land	governance,	sustainability	

and	poverty	in	rural	ethiopia,	tanzania	and	

zimbabwe”	(funded	by	sida/sAReC).
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he conflict and crisis in the Suda-
nese region of Darfur is the focus 
of the research of Professor Adam 
Azzain Mohamed, who was the 
holder of the Claude Ake Visiting 

Chair in 2008 at the Department of Peace and 
Conflict Research at Uppsala University.

The Claude Ake Visiting Chair is a collabora-
tion between the Nordic Africa Institute and the 
Department of Peace and Conflict Research. 

Professor Azzain Mohamed is a national of 
the Sudan with personal roots in the Darfur re-
gion. He is Director of the Institute for the Study 
of Public Administration and Federal Govern-
ance at the University of Khartoum, the Sudan. 
He holds a Ph.D. from Florida State University 
(USA). 

The uneven regional development and re-
source allocation in the Sudan has been the focus 
of Professor Azzain Mohamed’s research and was 
the theme for his Ph.D. thesis at Florida State 
University. He traces the roots of the current 
conflict in the Sudan back to the incorporation 
of Darfur into the Sudan by the British colonial 
powers in 1916. The British colonial rule left 
Darfur underdeveloped, focusing instead on the 
relatively well developed center and the region 
around the capital Khartoum. 

“My theory is that the Sudan is characterised 
by uneven development” says Professor Azzain 
Mohamed. The government of independent Sudan  

Adam Azzain Mohamed
– Claude Ake Professor 2008

continued the policies of the British colonial rul-
ers, leaving Darfur underdeveloped.

“This was not intentional, but based on ob-
jective macroeconomic reasons .”

The current conflict is rather three separate  
conflicts, in the view of Professor Azzain Mo-
hamed. There is a conflict between the center 
and the region, an intergroup conflict and a  
conflict for leadership within Darfur. The con-
flict is manipulated by the central government, 
by taking sides between the warring groups.

Professor Azzain Mohamed is very critical 
of the Western approach to conflict resolution 
in Darfur. The most misleading conception has 
been to view the conflict as a civil war and to  
approach it with models from Western states.  
To approach the conflict with indictments from 
the International Criminal Court is not condu-
cive to peace, according to Professor Azzain Mo-
hamed. Darfur has a rich tradition of customary 
mediation in conflict and this is, in his view, the 
key to peace in the region.

Photo:	ChRIstIAn	PALMe
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n November 2008 I am back in St. Lucia 
town of the iSimangaliso Wetland Park of 
KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. It feels quite 
comfortable to be back again. The purpose of 
my visit is to further explore what has hap-

pened since last yeaŕ s visit. Are the Bhangazi people access-
ing the resources within the park and to what extent do they 
gain from other benefits in accordance with the settlement 
agreement of 1999?

The Bhangazi were forcibly removed from their land dur-
ing apartheid to make room for the protected park area. The 
settlement agreement should have given them compensation, 
but in reality they have gained very little. 

A sign on the main road of St Lucia says “Eurozulu turtle 
tours”. It attracts my attention placed as it is opposite the  
local market where crafts and fruits from neighboring com-
munities are sold to tourists and local residents. I decide to 
get to know more, soon finding myself in the midst of a net-
work of small scale female entrepreneurs willing to provide 
further information. Eurozulu is a Black Economic Empow-
erment company with 50 percent black shareholding. The 
chairperson of Bhangazi Community Trust is a 25 percent 
shareholder in Eurozulu and five percent of all its profits are 
paid into the Bhangazi Community Trust. The aim of Euro-
zulu is to raise members of the local community by offering 
them employment opportunities and training of skills.

I make efforts to meet representatives of the Bhangazi 
Community Trust. I manage to get hold of one member of 
the Trust but this person turns out to be unwilling to speak 
to me out of fear. Through various sources I realize that there  
have been major events taking place in the community and 

Research in the Midst
of Controversy: 
 “You Coming Here 
    is Like a Spear to Me”

that still there is an unresolved conflict between the represent- 
atives of the Bhangazi Community Trust and those whom  
they are supposed to represent. 

I decide to ask for an appointment with iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park Authority and through its assistance to set up 
an appointment with the chairperson of the Bhangazi Com-
munity Trust. It will allow the chairperson to give his view 
on the events. 

During the meeting, attended by a majority of Trustees, 
the chairperson tells me that he is very disappointed with 
the outcome of my research last year. In the aftermath of my 
field work the Bhangazi Community Trust had to answer to 
a group of dissatisfied Bhangazi, who claimed that they had 
not received all the benefits they were entitled to. According 
to the chairperson my research team had given the Bhangazi 
people the wrong kind of information on what they were 
entitled. 

During the meeting I am told by the chairperson that: 
 “You coming here is like a spear to me. We’re not happy 

about your inquiries. You shouldn’t as a foreigner come 
to our community and open the wounds of dispossessed 
poor people. You shouldn’t put your nose into the affairs 
of the community and that of the government. Why are  
you so interested in getting information on how the people  
benefitted from the agreement?  In what way do you in-
tend to sponsor the Bhangazi community? The research 
which you have conducted so far is biased as the people 
who participated during the gathering of information in 
the field were not all from the group of Bhangazi claim-
ants, there were other groups too, therefore your research 
is biased.”

Photo:	LIsBeth	LARsson	LIDen
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CentRe	FoR	CIVIL	soCIetY,	UnIVeRsItY	oF	KWAzULU-nAtAL
www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs/default.asp	

“PooR	RURAL	WoMen	As	Co-MAnAGeRs	oF	PRoteCteD	AReAs		
-	A	VIABLe	oPtIon?”	(slide	presentation)
www.nai.uu.se/research/researchers/larsson_liden/
slidePresentation.pdf	

http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs/default.asp
www.nai.uu.se/research/researchers/larsson_liden/SlidePresentation.pdf


35

I do my best to explain why I am interested in getting this 
kind of information, but despite my efforts to thoroughly 
inform them the chairperson reiterates the damage my 
research has made to the community. If I am interested in 
knowing more about the project intended for the beneficiar-
ies I should ask the iSimangaliso Wetland Park Authorities 
because they are the ones who know about the projects in 
the Park, according to the chairperson.

However despite my question on income generating  
activities the chairperson neither mentions Eurozulu, nor 
how the 70 percent of gate levies which the Bhangazi people 
are supposed to gain from will be used. Beside that what will 
be the outcome of an agreement on co-management?

The statements made by the chairperson raise more ques-
tions than they provide answers to my research questions. 
Trustees have gathered today to decide on a date for this yeaŕ s  
general annual meeting. I then ask about last year ś proce-
dures for electing representatives and chairperson. Is there a  
secret ballot when voting for candidates more suitable for 
those persons who for various reasons would not like the 
exposure of individual preferences? 

I am then told that the members are allowed through a 
voting procedure to decide whether they would like a secret 
ballot or an open hand raising one. I am also told that if I 
return next year all the documents will be available to me 
showing ongoing projects and outcomes of voting proce-
dures within the Trust. 

Through my extended network of small scale female 
entrepreneurs I get to know a local guide, Mitta Thethwayo, 
who arranges tours for visits to her Bhangazi village. She is  
the daughter in law of Baba Thethwayo, an elderly male rep- 

resentative of the Bhangazi Community Trust. The day after  
meeting with the Trust I go to her village.

Mitta is married and lives on the homestead with three 
children, her husband, and her parents in law. Mitta is talka-
tive and energetic while showing me around but sometimes 
she gets a sorrow-stricken look in her face. On my way back 
to Mtubatuba she reveals: 

“My eldest daughter, 22 years old, was raped and killed 
two months ago on her way home from a party late in the 
evening. She stayed at my sisteŕ s place while studying. She was  
always very gentle to her younger siblings assisting me to look  
after them. I was looking forward to her finishing the train-
ing program, which she was just about to do, enabling her to 
return home. I now have to hire someone for assisting me.”

DR.	LIsBeth	LARsson	LIDen
is	a	researcher	at	nAI	where	she	heads	the	

research	project	“Poor	rural	women	co-

managing	protected	areas	-	a	viable	option?”

(funded	by	sida/sAReC).
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newly wedded wife, “Miriam”, is 
pleased to be pregnant, but worried 
too. She is determined to protect her 
baby from the infection she carries. 
On the positive side, she knows that  

the local clinic provides prevention services against  
the mother-to-child infection of HIV (PMTCT). 
The baby can very likely be spared the infection. 
But Miriam’s burning worry is that she has not 
been able to speak to her husband about her newly 
found HIV status. How to cope with the preg-
nancy and treatment? Not breast feeding? 

Miriam is not alone: still today, after almost 
30 years, thousands of interventions and billions 
of HIV dollars into the epidemic, the consequenc-
es of openness about HIV are unpredictable, and 
disclosure means a huge social and emotional 
risk-taking for anyone, let alone a married preg-
nant woman. 

Miriam’s story, for now, has a happy ending: 
she was courageous enough to test and talk, her 
husband took the news calmly, got tested, and 
was found HIV negative. He continued with the 
marriage, and now Miriam gets PMTCT and 
antiretroviral treatment. The husband knows how  
to protect himself. Too often, this is not the case.  
Many communities in Africa, however, show new  
images of living with HIV. Whether demanding  
outright openness is a policy to opt for, is a com-
plicated issue.

GenDeR	
	 /elina	oinas

Talking About Aids 
– the Problem of Openness

A genuine dialogue, lively debates and informa-
tive presentations between researchers, HIV 
policy makers and practitioners took place in 
Kampala, Uganda, in January 2008. Demands 
of disclosure open an array of questions about 
human rights and obligations, integrity and 
safety, and the role of health care and the local 
community. 

Dr. David Kyaddondo from the Child Health 
and Development Centre (CHDC) at Makerere 
University, opened the January seminar with a 
presentation of his study, with Miriam’s story.  
Her situation reveals many of the tensions when  
discussing current social and political issues 
around HIV/AIDS in Africa: large political 
questions of delivery and access to treatment  
and information; designing and implementation 
of policies; funding and prioritizing between 
agendas: these dimensions of HIV politics all 
have a simultaneous, direct and indirect impact 
on the every-day lives of people. 

Good policies and services can enable life,  
for example by providing PMTCT to Miriam 
and the unborn baby, antiretroviral treatment 
to her, and by enabling the partner to get tested 
and thereafter to protect himself. And yet, one  
of the crucial messages of the seminar day was 
that epidemics cannot be simply engineered away.  
Knowledge of the social, cultural and political 
aspects of HIV is an on-going search, and an 
important one. 

MAKeReRe	UnIVeRsItY	ChILD	heALth	AnD	DeVeLoPMent	CentRe
www.chdc-muk.com/index.htm

DAnIsh	ReseARCh	netWoRK	FoR	InteRnAtIonAL	heALth
www.enrecahealth.dk/

FeMInIst	DIALoGUes
http://web.abo.fi/instut/kvinnis/Feminist%20Dialogues.pdf

WoRKInG	GRoUP	on	soCIAL	AnD	PoLItICAL	AsPeCts	oF	AIDs		
In	UGAnDA
www.chdc-muk.com/working-group.htm

http://www.chdc-muk.com/index.htm
www.enrecahealth.dk/
www.enrecahealth.dk/
http://web.abo.fi/instut/kvinnis/Feminist%20Dialogues.pdf
http://www.chdc-muk.com/working-group.htm
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counselors in a clinic in Gugulethu outside Cape 
Town she sees aspects of ART that only people 
in communities can reveal, for example the risk 
factors in violence and lack of trust and support  
needed for the counselors themselves. This kind 
of knowledge sharing of best practices in differ- 
ent countries and settings is not necessarily 
typical for academic workshops, but academic 
knowledge production is slow, and access to 
publications is difficult. 

DR.	eLInA	oInAs	
of	Finland	is	a	nordic	Researcher	at	nAI.		

she	heads	the	“Women’s	health	Activism,		

empowerment	and	Medicalization”	research		

project.

Photo:	PetteR	BoLMe/GLoBAL	RePoRtInG

Meetings where researchers and policy makers  
can share their experiences and knowledge,  
up-date contacts and reflect on current burning 
issues and dilemmas in the very hard terrain were 
seen as extremely welcome. Uganda is unique  
in its level of expertise and skills on the ground, 
but the field is diverse and scattered. The room-
ful of experts from Ministry offices, funders, 
university halls, NGOs, church projects and hos-
pital wards was a unique get-together of local and 
international members of the AIDS community, 
with different skills and aspirations.   

The meeting was initiated by a long-term 
collaboration between Ugandan and Danish 
researchers, especially Lisa Ann Richey from 
Roskilde University, and the HIV, Gender & 
Society project which I head at the Nordic Africa 
Institute, with funding from SIDA. An important  
background for the meeting was the milestone  
of the Danish-Ugandan research collaboration 
headed by Professor Susan Whyte. The team has 
for 12 years been travelling between the Child 
Health and Development Centre at Makerere 
and University of Copenhagen. This workshop, 
and the “Working Group on Social and Political  
Aspects of AIDS”, a research-policy network 
open to anyone interested, was one of the new 
developments coming out of their long-term 
work in Uganda, hopefully consolidating fruitful 
future collaboration, and diversifying contacts. 

Among the many urgent topics discussed 
were national policy guidelines on reproductive  
services, basically assuming that young women 
living with HIV should not reproduce. Madina 
Apolot presented important examples of the 
complicated realities of decision making in the 
reproductive lives of young Ugandans. The work- 
shop debated the alarming situation that may 
emerge unless attention is paid to the real situ-
ations, lives and hopes of young women, treat-
ment guidelines out of touch of reality can in 
fact be harmful not only leading dangerously to 
individual women having to avoid clinics while  
pregnant, and therefore lacking life-saving  
medication for a long period of time, but also 
to serious public health problems like resistant 
strains of HIV and TB. 

Elizabeth Seabe from the Desmond Tutu 
HIV Foundation, University of Cape Town, 
presented a South African perspective on ques-
tions of social support and counseling, one 
crucial but often neglected dimension of ART 
care. Through her work as a head of volunteer 
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CULtURe	
	 /Mai	Palmberg

hen Tina Turner sang her winning  
tune ”What’s Love Got to Do with  
it?” it was most probably with an  
ironic slant (directed at her abusive 
husband). When I chose ”What’s 

Culture Got to Do with it?” as the title for a con- 
ference in June 2009 there was no subtle allusion. 
The answer offered is plainly: “A helluva lot”. 

The conference aims both at summing up the 
years of the ”Cultural Images in and of Africa” 
research programme , for which I have been 
a coordinator since 1995, and at facilitating a 
future coordinating Nordic role in the field of 
culture research on Africa. In this space I would 
like to give some glimpses from the years of the 
programme, of what ’culture’ could mean, what 
it does mean to those involved, and what it does 
not really mean.

Let us begin with the last, what culture in Africa 
does not mean. It does not mean one ‘African cul- 
ture’. The question ”Oh, can you speak African?” 
echoes in my head as the supreme amalgamation 
of cultural differences in Africa. We do not speak 
of African literature, but African literatures, not 
of African music, but African musics. 

A bit academically clumsy, I must admit, but  
the point has to be made. At least here in the North.  
In Africa they seldom speak of African literature, 
or music, or sculpture, but of Zimbabwean, Sene- 
galese, Nigerian etc. Almost every African artist 
will reject the label ‘African’. “I suppose you 
would call it African art if I draw a line on a sheet  
of paper”, asks a Zimbabwean painter rhetorically,  
“since I am African and an artist”.

Another thing that African contemporary culture 
is not, is being exotic. Or maybe it is ’exotic’ in 
the eye of the beholder. In the culture research 
encouraged in this programme the aim is neither 
to get a kick out of the exotic of ‘the Other’, nor 
in any other way to be most and foremost an 
entertainment. We have seen different cultural 
expressions as, yes, expressions of something, 
both aesthetic and social/political.

This comes to the core of the question posed 
in the title of my last NAI conference. Artists can 
fruitfully be seen as ‘mediums of change’, which 
was the title chosen for a conference led by Stuart 
Hall in connection with the Africa 2001 festival 
in London. That title was clever - it hinted in sev-
eral relevant directions at once: Artists as those 
who can sense and gauge the inner working of 
societies and souls; artists as those who can speak 
and allude when others are constrained, corrupt-
ed by power or gagged; artists as those who can, 
in the best of cases, see into the future. 

To all this relevance, policy or otherwise, must be  
added an extra value for us in the North: What 
figures and reports and scientific papers fall short 
of doing is to add insights into feelings, frustra-
tions, and dreams. Social sciences and arts can 
and could be complementary, they could make 
a functional two-legged creature. As it is now 
in the Nordic countries, one leg is fairly big, the 
other is dwarfed. 

If one compares the publishing profiles of France,  
Great Britain and the Nordic countries one finds  
a two-legged profile in the two first, but, for exam- 
ple, in Sweden, there has not been one book pub-
lished in Swedish on the contemporary cultural 
scene(s) in Africa since a companion volume to 

 What’s Culture 
 Got to Do with It?
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Artist	Quea	moves	one	of	his	paintings	out	of	the	atelier	of	the	artists’	collective	nucleo	de	Arte.
Is	he	as	an	artist	African,	Mozambiquean	or	maybe	just	Quea?
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an exhibition at Kulturhuset in Stockholm in the  
1980s, called “Mötesplats Afrika” (Meeting place 
Africa). The book in Swedish that is one of the out- 
comes of the “Cultural images” programme, 
will hopefully fill some of the void. In the same 
breath it must be added that there are some pub- 
lishers in the Nordic countries, who despite 
shrinking public assistance, are bent on publish-
ing good writers, be they from Africa, Latin 
America or Asia. 

At this point someone might object that I have  
treated African arts and artists only in the light 
of their use value to us. In order to claim and 
defend a place for studies on culture this is per- 
haps excusable. Even the user value, however, 
decreases if the artistic expression is not aestheti-
cally and skilfully created. It must be good to 
strike as relevant to any community. 

There is hardly any ’art for art’s sake’ in Africa, 
even though the phrase can be used as a mental 
substitute for rotten eggs in some debates. The 
overwhelming number of African artists are 
thus in one way or the other making socially and 
politically engaged art. In research we can choose 

to give more or less weight to either the aesthetic 
side or the political side, or, in other words, to the 
craft or the expression. 

So what is the answer to our question: What 
has culture got to do with it? No answer is given, 
especially since I have not defined the ‘it’. Choose 
yourself: 

MAI	PALMBeRG
is	co-ordinator	of	the	research	programme	

“Cultural	Images	in	and	of	Africa”	at	nAI.

Everything!
        or  
Not a thing. 

CULtURAL	IMAGes	In	AnD	oF	AFRICA
http://www.nai.uu.se/research/areas/cultural_images_in_and_of/

WhAt’s	CULtURe	Got	to	Do	WIth	It?
http://www.nai.uu.se/events/conferences/culture/index.xml
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40
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you can visit and enjoy yourself?
But, ninety days later, as I return to Lagos, 

and its thirty-plus degrees heat, I do not for one 
second regret the fact that I have experienced 
little else but the Scandinavian autumn/early 
winter – Helsinki’s wild winds and gray rain, 
Uppsala’s shin-length snow, Oslo’s subdued but 
still defiant sun.

My first major event here was at the Uppsala 
Kulturnatten (Culture Night), an annual event 
in September when the entire town becomes a 
giant celebration arena: open-air rock bands, 
open-air second hand bookstores, impromptu 
dancing, barbecue kiosks, concerts and cultural 
performances of all kinds. The Institute had its  
own programme for the evening, a seminar, 
a music performance, and I did a reading and 
Q&A session with Mai Palmberg.

Next I visited Oslo, the tiny (by my stand-
ards), self-consciously modest capital of oil-rich 
Norway, to read at the launch of the latest issue 
of X Magazine, in which a short story of mine, 
translated into Norwegian, had just appeared.

Three Months Up North… 
recall very vividly the day (in 
February of 2008) when I got  
the email informing me that I  
had been selected as the 2008 
Guest Writer at the Nordic Africa 

Institute in Uppsala, Sweden. Back then I had no 
idea that the Nordic region was also known as 
the “North”. The only North I knew was North-
ern Nigeria, the sprawling expanse of savannah 
land that is home to the Hausa, Fulani and a 
host of minority tribes. 

There is a Yoruba proverb that says that it is 
the man who has never left his father’s farm that 
thinks it is the biggest farm in the entire world. 
Now I know that there is another “North”, which  
I now affectionately refer to as “The Heart of 
Coldness”, polar (no pun intended) opposite of 
my erstwhile North in terms of general ambient 
temperatures.

Everyone who heard I would be in Sweden 
between September and October sort of regarded 
me with pity – why visit at such a time, when 
there is all of spring and all of summer in which 

CULtURe	
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Two days after Oslo was Gothenburg, a few 
hours by train from Uppsala, where I attended 
and performed at the annual Book and Library 
Fair, the largest in Scandinavia. It was an over-
whelming sight, huge crowds and endless dis-
plays of books – and food! I read my poetry and 
spoke about my work at two venues, met Ishmael 
Beah and took photos with Hanif Kureishi and 
Alaa el-Aswany.

After Gothenburg came Copenhagen, capital 
of Denmark, where I attended the 2008 Nordic 
Africa Days conference. I delivered a paper titled 
“The Language Question: English vs. Indigenous 
African Languages” at one of the seminars, and 
also delivered the keynote closing address, which  
took the form of a discussion and Q&A on Reli- 
gion and Prejudice, hosted by Mai Palmberg, 
and focusing on my short story To a Cartoonist, 
inspired by the controversial Danish cartoons of 
2006.

A ‘home’ gig followed; an invitation to speak 
to 1st – 4th year students of the Rosendalsgym-
nasiet, a High School in Uppsala. I spoke about 
Nigeria, and about my writing, played Fela and 
showed photos. I also met the Mozambiquan 
photographer Sérgio Santimano, who had also 
been invited to exhibit his work at Rosendal.

At the end of October I visited Finland to 
participate in the Helsinki Book Fair. Smaller 
and younger than Gothenburg’s, but no less ex-
citing. It even went a step further than Gothen-
burg by hosting a Wine Fair simultaneously, 
situated next to the book fair arena.

Helsinki seems to wear its eventful history 
on its face (or sleeves). The high point was the 
17-hour return trip – by ferry – to Sweden. It’s 
difficult to tell what was most exciting – the fes-
tival of food that was modestly termed a dinner 
(it’s the most lavish I’ve ever seen) or the discov-
ery that the sole aim of many people onboard 
was to take advantage of the duty-free shop to 
haul off huge quantities of alcohol at bargain 
prices, or the chance to see a live band perform 
in an arena bigger than many others I have seen 
on terra firma. Or simply the chance to wander 
about the many floors of a modern-day Titanic 
and wonder if there were any icebergs out in the 
liquid darkness.

Actions will always speak louder than words. 
I therefore do not expect my few words to do 
proper justice to my experience here in the North.  
(I certainly do not need to point out that this trip 
has given me the opportunity to tick off Sweden,  

Finland, Norway and Denmark on my “To Visit”  
list).

I will miss many things, the work-life balance  
for which the Swedes are world famous, the train  
journeys from Uppsala to Stockholm and back, 
the ‘university-campus’ air of Uppsala, the won- 
derful staff and fellow guest scholars at the Nordic  
Africa Institute. I will miss the office I shared 
with other guests, and my desktop computer, on  
which I wrote and blogged and viewed my photos.

toLU	oGUnLesI	
of	nigeria	was	nAI	Guest	Writer	for	three	months	

in	2008.	Among	his	works	are	a	book	of	poetry,	

“Listen	to	the	Geckos	singing	from	a	balcony”,	

published	in	2004.

Listen to the geckos singing from a balcony

she and me share the space
on the balcony, eyeing the world from outside
like a baby geckos trapped in a busy bathtub

we are homesick
but she has no home
she lives in tear-filled valley between homes

while i paint buses with clay
she chokes both of us with her wedding pictures
saved all these years, like medals wilting
in a desert of embalmed silencies

every now and then she joins me
to mix the clay, hoping one of these days
I’ll learn how to make arrows

for her, and someone will climb up
and come knocking
without them caning us

toLU	oGUnLesI’s	BLoG	At	neXt
http://www.234next.com/csp/cms/sites/next/opinion/Blogs/
toluogunlesi/index.csp

www.234next.com/csp/cms/sites/Next/Opinion/Blogs/ToluOgunlesi/index.csp
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Easy Come, Easy Go

CoMMUnICAtIon	AnD	LIBRARY	
	 /Åsa	Lund	Moberg

iles and piles of printed pages 
besides the usual publications, the 
book shelves of political scientist 
Cyril Obi are packed. The Internet 
offers a lot for a researcher looking 

at contemporary issues, but “contemporary” is 
really “contemporary”. Says Obi:

Librarians, historians and others focusing on 
contemporary Africa are worried.  “Contempo-
rary” concerns not only the issues but also the 
sources. Alongside old “war stories” of neglected 
African governmental archives and libraries 
where minutes and publications are used as 
wrapping paper in local markets, we now have 
the stories of lost hardware and lost websites. 
The library community is already discussing 
non-academic sources like private archives,  
daily newspapers and even YouTube for its  
future importance for social science research. 

Stephen Ellis of the Africa Study Centre in 
Leiden in 2002 made a sketchy count of articles 
written on contemporary Africa in the Journal 

of African History from 1990-1999. Only one of 
about 200 articles had a clear focus on contem-
porary African history. One out of many reasons 
is probably the lack of sources, especially primary 
sources.

Social science researchers focusing on the late 
1990s or earlier using the NAI library collection 
are able to base their research on several types  
of published materials. Academic literature from 
north and south, ephemera, official documents, 
daily newspapers, working papers published 
online, web pages, journal articles can be found 
either in the library itself or provided through 
the NAI web site. As more and more of the pub-
lishers of these documents are shifting towards 
electronic publishing alongside parallel printed 
and electronic publishing new opportunities for 
researchers are opening but also new challenges 
for libraries providing access to these sources. 
For how long will a publication remain just a 
click away? 

In the past year the library has initiated strategies 
for handling long term access to digital material 
alongside printed publications. The library will 
have different strategies for different publications  
where the inclusion in a digital repository probably  
will be decisive. When including free electronic 
publications in the collection several aspects have 
to be considered, among them sustainability 
(broken links), long-term archiving and copy-
right issues as the main aspects.

The NAI library follows the development in 
e-publishing closely in order to cater to the needs 
of distance users. Until a solution to the archiving  
problem has been found, preferably by digital re-
positories being created at many of the publishers 

“ I was quoting a statement from an American  
official from a website, but six months later  
when I wanted to find it again it was lost.  
For safeguarding I keep all my references in print.  
Including journal articles.The Institute has access 
to electronic journals but suddenly you are not 
able to view certain issues or the journal itself  
is not accessible.”
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in the South, the NAI library collection is under  
threat of being impoverished in the near future. 
Not only pamphlets, official documents, infor-
mation on websites, various working papers, but 
also monographs published online today might 
be lost in a few years time. 

Since 2008 relevant e-publications of Nordic 
institutions are integrated on a regular basis in 
the library catalogue. Integration of relevant 
e-publications from African institutions will fol-
low, but the library is hesitant to integrate those 
publications on a regular basis. The normal rate 
of missing books in a physical library fades in 
comparison with the rate of electronic publica-
tions or websites which go missing. One survey 
by James Simon indicates a rate as high as 56 
percent after three years. In Africa the initiatives 
to create digital repositories is found mainly at a 
few universities in South Africa. For periodicals 
it looks slightly better with several initiatives 
under way, AJOL Africa Journals Online being 
one of the more prominent.

The major area of concern for e-publications and 
long term archiving is however the grey material 
– ephemera which itself is of a temporary nature. 
This kind of material of which the Nordic Africa 
Institute has a large collection in print is mainly 
published as single web pages within websites. 

The web pages themselves are not archived as such  
anywhere except for at projects like Internet 
Archive. Of course the cache-function in Google 
can be used to locate the webpage but only for a  
short time, until the indexes of Google are rebuilt. 

Internet Archive, www.archive.org,  is also a  
source widely used by historians and others look- 
ing at web information. It stores websites at a 
regularly basis. Old websites can be found, but 
not every update or every page far down in  
the hierarchy. This is still a tool for finding at  
least some information. There is also an onging  
discussion on the country balance in such an  
initiative, where web site age and hyperlink 
structures might influence the representation  
of regional content.

In the light of this, coupled with issues of copy- 
right, donations of private archives and collec- 
tions might gain in importance for future African  
contemporary studies. Political scientist Cyril Obi  
who, like many colleagues, struggles with keeping  
track of his references admits that “a certain 
knowledge of archiving would ease my life”. 
The importance of libraries and archives work-
ing with strategies concerning the handling of 
electronic documents and information sources 
should not be underestimated. Equally important  
might also be an advisory role to researchers 
handling their archives.

Dr.	Cyril	obi‘s	bookshelf	and	archive. Photo:	ChRIstIAn	PALMe

	 InteRnet	ARChIVe	
	 www.archive.org

Africa	Journals	online	
www.ajol.info	

A	fair	history	of	the	Web?	
www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/~cm1993/papers/fair_
history_preprint.pdf

PoLItICAL	CoMMUnICAtIons	WeB	ARChIVe
www.crl.edu/focus/Web_Archive.asp?issID=9

ÅsA	LUnD	MoBeRG
is	nAI	Chief	Librarian.

www.archive.org/index.php
www.ajol.info/
http://www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/~cm1993/papers/fair_history_preprint.pdf
http://www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/~cm1993/papers/fair_history_preprint.pdf
http://www.crl.edu/focus/Web_Archive.asp?issID=9
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CoMMUnICAtIon	AnD	LIBRARY	
	 /Birgitta	hellmark	Lindgren

t’s a nightmare for a publisher 
when there is unexpected inter-
est in a book that is “out of print” 
and no longer in stock. But for 
the publishing program of the  

NAI “out of print” has lost its meaning in the 
past year as a result of a strategy to switch to a 
combination of electronic publishing and Print 
on Demand (POD). 

To our relief we will never again have to reply 
“we are sorry, but the book is out of print and it 
is not possible for us to do a reprint”.  For some 
years we have already been redirecting readers to 
free e-books as pdf files that can be downloaded 
from our web site. We have also distributed a CD 
with pdf e-books as a service to researchers, deci-
sion makers and students with unstable internet 
connectivity. 

In May 2008, when we decided to make elec-
tronic publishing the norm, there were concerns 
that “out of print” would become a permanent 
condition and include recent publications, that 
printed copies would disappear completely. It may  
seem as a paradox, but the actual result is the 
opposite. All our future in-house publications will  
be available as printed copies through our POD-
distributors. We will now simply send the print 
files to an external partner who will handle print-
ing, sales and distribution. We will even be able 
to provide some titles from our backlist as POD. 

In other words ”out of print” has now been 
confined to history. As long as there is a print 
file a single printed copy can always be made, 
quickly and at low cost. 

Another, maybe even more important change 
during 2008 was that we decided to cease pro- 
ducing books in-house and instead switch to co-
publishing anthologies and monographs with  
external publishers. Our books will now be evalu- 

From Out of Print to 
  In Print Forever

ated, reviewed, printed, stored, marketed and 
sold by partners such as ZED Books, James Currey  
Publishers, University of KwaZulu-Natal Press, 
Routledge, Pluto Press, Jacana Media and others.  
But we will of course continue to publish the  
series Current African Issues, Policy Dialogues,  
Discussion Papers and Policy Notes in-house. 

Finally, we have decided to join DiVA, the 
Swedish Academic Archive On-line. DiVA is a 
publishing system for research and student theses 
and a digital archive, originally developed at 
Uppsala University Library, but now with over 
20 universities and colleges as members. All 
publications produced in-house will immediately 
be freely available through the DiVA portal for 
anyone with an internet connection. Our future 
ambition is to also make works co-published 
with external publishers available through DiVA. 

The numbers confirm that our strategy of 
redirecting resources to electronic publishing is 
correct. During 2007 publications on our web-
site were downloaded 53,343 times. Last year the 
figure more than doubled, to 134,551. 

Welcome to our electronic Africa library on 
the NAI web site!

DR.	BIRGIttA	heLLMARK	LInDGRen	
is	head	of	the	nAI	Information	and		

Publishing	Unit.

DIVA	-	ACADeMIC	ARChIVe	onLIne
www.diva-portal.org/smash/search.jsf?rvn=1	

http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/search.jsf?rvn=1
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Niels Fold and marianne Nylandsted 
larsen (eds)
Globalization and restructuring of  
African commodity Flows
2008, 276 pp, 978-91-7106-616-9
African countries have been incorpora-
ted into present processes of economic 
globalization in a more nuanced way than 

is usually claimed. The aim of this book is to grasp the diversity 
of the globalization processes in a systematic way by adopting a 
common analytical framework, the Global Value Chain approach. 
Commodity-specific data in two or more countries are taken as a 
point of departure and the variations and similarities in linkages 
between local, national, regional and global chain segments are 
examined. The book is based on original quantitative and qualita-
tive data, collected during fieldwork by the authors.

Fredrik söderbaum and Ian taylor (eds)
Afro-regions 
The Dynamics of Cross-Border Micro- 
Regionalism in Africa
2008, 203 pp, 978-91-7106-618-3
This collection focuses on the making and 
unmaking of cross-border micro-regions 
in Africa. Its main emphasis is that micro-

regions are not givens, but are constructed and reconstructed 
through social practice, political economy and, in discourse, by 
a variety of states, corporations and non-state actors. The case 
studies include a wide selection of micro-regions all over Africa, 
such as the Maputo Development Corridor, the Zambezi Valley 
region, the Zambia-Malawi-Mozambique Growth Triangle, Walvis 
Bay, the Sierra Leone-Liberia border zone, the Great Lakes region, 
North Africa, and so forth.

kristín loftsdóttir
the bush is sweet
Identity, Power and Development among 
Wodaabe Fulani in Niger
2008, 264 pp, 978-91-7106-617-6
Kristín Loftsdóttir gives the reader a highly 
personal insight into the lives of the Wo-
daabe nomads of Niger, who are striving 

to make a living between the bush and the city. Spending nearly 
two years as a Wodaabe, within a Wodaabe extended family and 
alternating between the nomadic setting of the bush and the 
urbanised life-style of the capital, Niamey, she was in a unique 
position to observe the effects that increasing urbanisation and 
globalisation. Interwoven with the scientific observations are 

more personal reflections and analyses of a young white woman 
sharing all aspects of the everyday lives of the Wodaabe.

bruce baker
multi-choice policing in Africa
2008, 227 pp, 978-91-7106-603-9
Policing is crucial to how Africans expe-
rience the freedoms of democracy and 
determines to a large degree the levels of 
economic investment they will enjoy. Yet 
it is a neglected area of study. This book 

reveals the surprising variety of people involved in policing 
besides the state police. Indeed many Africans are faced with 
a wide choice of public and private, legal and illegal, effective 
and ineffective policing. Policing in Africa concerns the activities 
of business interests, residential communities, cultural groups, 
criminal organisations, local political figures and governments. 
How people negotiate this ‘multi-choice’ of policing options, and 
the implications of this for government and donor security policy, 
is the subject of this book. 

William G. moseley and leslie c. Gray (eds)
hanging by a thread 
Cotton, Globalization, and Poverty in Africa
2008, 297 pp, 978-91-7106-614-5
Co-published with Ohio University Press
Available in Europe only
The textile industry was one of the first manu-
facturing activities to become organized glo-

bally. Africa, the least developed continent, is now increasingly 
engaged in the production of cotton for the global market, and 
debates about the pros and cons of this trend have intensified. 
This book illuminates the connections between Africa and the 
global economy, and offer a compelling set of linked studies that 
detail one aspect of the globalization process in Africa, the cotton 
commodity chain.

knut-Inge klepp, Alan j. Flisher and  
sylvia kaaya (eds)
promoting Adolescent sexual and re-
productive health in east and southern 
Africa
2008, 297 pp, 978-91-7106-614-5
In Africa adolescent reproductive health is 
a controversial issue for policy makers and 

programme planners. Adolescents are particularly vulnerable 
to HIV and AIDS and to a host of other problems. This volume 
makes an attempt at bringing together the social and biomedical 
sciences and to disseminate evidence from existing programmes, 
analysing what works and what doesn’t at the local level.

PUBLIsheD	BY	the	
InstItUte	In	2008

DIVA	-	ACADeMIC	ARChIVe	onLIne
www.diva-portal.org/smash/search.jsf?rvn=1	

http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/search.jsf?rvn=1
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T h e  N o r d i c  A f r i c A  i N s T i T u T e

Nordiska Afrikainstitutet
The Nordic Africa Institute
P.O. Box 1703
SE-751 47 Uppsala, Sweden
www.nai.uu.se

The Quest for  
Sustainable Development 

and Peace

The 2007 
Sierra Leone Elections

Edited by A.B. Zack-Williams  
With a Foreword by Fantu Cheru

post-conflict african states such as Sierra Leone, 
face critical challenges as they embark on the complex 
tasks of reconciliation, peace and the rebuilding of war-torn 
societies. Conflict transformation ultimately depends on the 
democratisation of society, in ways that promote equitable 
inclusiveness in the political process, social justice and the 
promotion of citizenship rights.

This collection of three essays explores the significance of 
Sierra Leone’s 2007 elections in the light of the quest of 
the people for a democracy that is responsive to social 
demands, welfare and popular aspirations. It provides first-
hand information and analysis of the struggles of the Sierra 
Leonean citizens to overcome the legacy of a traumatic 
past, by using their vote to sanction bad governance, and 
choose a path to a good life and sustainable democracy as 
the most viable guarantee for peace and development.

 
contributions by

fantu cheru, The Nordic African Institute
osman Gbla, University of Sierra Leone
a.b. Zack-Williams, University of Central Lancashire
Zubairu Wai, York University

The Q
uest for Sustainable D
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ent and Peace

P o L i c Y  d i A L o G u e  N o .  2

anna chitando

discussion pap
er

Imagine a Peaceful Society
a vision of children’s literature in 
a post-conflict zimbabwe

40

9 789171 066206

ISBN 978-91-7106-620-6

Migration in sub-Saharan Africa

3

current african issues

no.37

Migration in sub-Saharan Africa
aderanti adepoju

ISBN 978-91-7106-620-6

raymond suttner
the ANc underground in south Africa
2008, 256 pp, 978-1-77009-597-7
Co-published with Jacana Media, South 
Africa
It is commonly held that the ANC – after 
its banning in 1960 and the imprisonment 
of its leaders – largely disappeared off the 

face of South Africa until public support for it revived in the wake 
of the Soweto uprising of 1976. This book takes issue with that 
view. Raymond Suttner develops a convincing case that internally 
based activists, sometimes working independently of the ANC in 
exile and sometimes in combination, were able to reconstitute 
networks within South Africa after the organisation’s banning.

policy dialogue

No. 2 A.b. Zack Williams (ed.)
the Quest for sustainable development 
and peace
The 2007 Sierra Leone Elections
2008, 80 pp, 978-91-7106-619-0

No. 3 chris coulter, mariam persson and 
mats utas
Young Female Fighters in African Wars
Conflict and Its Consequences
2008, 51 pp, 978-91-7106-627-6

cuRReNT aFRicaN iSSueS

No. 37 Aderanti Adepoju
migration in sub-saharan Africa
2008, 70 pp, 978-91-7106-620-6

No. 38 bo malmberg
demography and the development potential of sub-saharan 
Africa
2008, 39 pp, 978-91-7106-621-3-8

No. 39 johan holmberg
Natural resources in sub-saharan Africa 
Assets and Vulnerabilities
2008, 52 pp, 978-91-7106-624-4

No. 40 Arne bigsten and dick durevall
the African economy and Its role in the World economy
2008, 66 pp, 978-91-7106-625-1

No. 41 Fantu cheru
Africa‘s development in the 21st century
Reshaping the Research Agenda
2008, 47 pp, 978-91-7106-628-2

diScuSSioN papeR

No. 40 Anna chitando
Imagining a peaceful society 
A Vision of Children’s Literature in a Post-
Conflict Zimbabwe
2008, 26 pp, 978-91-7106-623-7

No. 41 olawale Ismail
the dynamics of post-conflict reconstruction and peace 
building in West Africa
2008, 52 pp, 978-91-7106-637-4

policy NoTeS
dorte thorsen
labour migration 
A Child and Youth Issue
2008, 978-91-7106-623-7

woRkShop RepoRT
mathias krüger
bridging the Gap between policy and research on post- 
conflict transition in Africa
2008, 27 pp, 978-91-7106-636-7
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PUBLIC	LeCtURes,	
seMInARs	AnD	ReseARCh
FoRA	In	2008

january 31
PUBLIC LECTURE: transition: From liberation movement and pro-
democratic movements to what? 
Lecturer: Helge Rønning, the Department of Media and Commu-
nication, University of Oslo. 

march 7 
PUBLIC LECTURE: cash economies: Africa in a multi-currency 
world. 
Lecturer: Jane I. Guyer, John Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA.  

march 13 
RESEARCH FORUM: Whatever happened to the national proj-
ect in Africa   
A retrospective and prospective view. Speakers: Yash Tandon, 
Executive Director, The South Centre, Geneva; James Mittelman, 
American University, Washington, DC; Thandika Mkandawire, 
Director, UNRISD, Geneva. 

may 21 
CLAUDE AKE MEMORIAL LECTURE: evaluating the darfur peace 
Agreement: A call for an alternative approach to crisis manage-
ment. 
Lecturer: Adam Azzain Mohamed, Director of the Institute for the 
Study of Public Administration and Federal Governance, Univer-
sity of Khartoum, the Sudan.  The lecture was co-organized with 
the Dept. of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University.

june 2 
PUBLIC LECTURE: migration and generational conflicts: Burkina 
Faso.
Lecturer: Hans Peter Hahn, Johann Wolfgang Goethe Universität, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany

september 10
PUBLIC LECTURE: Zimbabwe’s unsure future: What prospects for 
change   
Lecturer: Brian Raftopoulos, Director for Research and Policy at 
Solidarity Peace Trust (SPT), South Africa.

september 11
PUBLIC LECTURE: the war on terror and the terror of war: 
Somalia and the Horn of Africa. 
Lecturer: Abdi Samatar, University of Minnesota, USA.

september 16 
PUBLIC SEMINAR: Globalization, workers and prospects of 
solidarity.
Panellists: Samir Amin, Third World Forum, Dakar, Senegal ;  
Andreas Bieler, the University of Nottingham;  Ingemar Lindberg, 
the Arena Group, and  Ilda Lindell, the Nordic Africa Institute.  
Co-organized with ABF in Stockholm and the Arena Group.

september 22 
PUBLIC LECTURE: the new scramble for Africa: The roles of 
China and India. 
Lecturer: Samir Amin, Third World Forum, Dakar, Senegal.  
The lecture was co-organized with Uppsala Association of Inter-
national Affairs.

october 30 
PUBLIC LECTURE: possible models for nationhood in Africa. 
Lecturer: Thomas Hylland Eriksen, Oslo University.

November 12
PUBLIC SEMINAR: New deal for Zimbabwe – A Framework for 
Change? 
Panel: Bishop Sebastian Bakare, Anglican bishop of Harare and 
recent recipient of the Per Anger Award by eight Swedish human 
rights NGOs. Amanda Hammar, Zimbabwean researcher at NAI, 
and Anders Möllander, former Swedish Ambassador to South 
Africa. Co-organised with the Swedish Institute for International 
Affairs and Living History Forum. 

November 13
PUBLIC SEMINAR: sweden and slavery: Strategic oblivion. 
Panel: Jan Lönn, Centre Against Racism; Peter Nobel, Lawyer and 
former Swedish Ombudsman against discrimination, György 
Novaky, Department of History, Uppsala University. Chair: Mai 
Palmberg, the Nordic Africa Institute.

November 20 
PUBLIC SEMINAR: Aid post-Accra: African perspectives on the 
Accra agenda for action on aid effectiveness. Panellists: Elene Ma-
konnen, African Centre for Economic Transformation and Advisor 
to the partner country contact group before Accra; Asbjørn Eid-
hammer, Director of Evaluation, NORAD; Deo Mutalemwa, Senior 
Advisor to the Co-Chair of Round Table-5 on Mutual Accounta-
bility in process leading to Accra; Lindsay Whitfield, Researcher 
at Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS). Chair: Göran 
Holmqvist, former Acting Director General of Sida.  

december 2
PUBLIC SEMINAR: sexual harassment Action research project 
in Nigeria. 
Moderator: Signe Arnfred. Co-organised with Sida.
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december 2
PUBLIC SEMINAR: the Genocide convention at 60
Panelists: Hans Corell, former Under Secretary-General of the UN, 
Ove Bring, professor of international law, and others. Moderator: 
Christian Palme. Co-organised with Living History Forum

december 3 
RESEARCH FORUM: Gender trouble in universities: Investiga-
tions from Nigeria and Sweden. 
Presentations: “Conceptualizing sexual harassment in Nigerian 
universities,” Charmaine Pereira, coordinator of Sexual Harass-
ment Action Research (SHAR) – Nigeria project. “Gender equality 
and diversity in academic workplaces;” Paula Mählck, Department 
of Sociology, Umeå University. Chair: Signe Arnfred, The Nordic 
Africa Institute and Institut for Samfund og Globalisering, Roskilde 
Universitet.

january to december
COURSE: “conflict, peace and security on the African conti-
nent.” Seven one day seminars with 12 international researchers, 
open for Swedish government staff in various agencies. Coordi-
nated by Mats Utas and Mathias Krüger.

the	InstItUte	In	the	MeDIA
 
This is a selection of interviews, op-eds and articles with NAI  
researchers and staff during 2008.

’Allt hårdare krav på mugabes avgång’
5 December on Finnish public service radio. Interview with NAI 
researcher Mai Palmberg. 

’en nigeriansk poet med världen som arena’
25 October in Upsala Nya Tidning (Sweden). Profile of NAI guest 
writer Tolu Ogunlesi.

’Avtalen i Zimbabwe kan kollapse’
14 October in Vårt Land (Norway). Interview with NAI researcher 
Amanda Hammar.

ekot
27 September on Swedish public service radio. Interview with 
NAI researcher Cyril Obi on the Niger delta conflict.

Aktuellt 17
25 September on Finnish public service radio. Interview with NAI 
director Carin Norberg.

’Indien och kina satsar stort i Afrika. kongress om  
utvecklingen inleds idag’
22 September in Upsala Nya Tidning (Sweden). Interview with 
research director Fantu Cheru.

lunchekot
21 September on Swedish public service radio. Interview with 
NAI director Carin Norberg on South Africa.

ekot
19 September on Swedish public service radio. Interview with 
NAI researcher Cyril Obi on the Niger delta conflict.

Aktuellt
15 September on Swedish public service radio. Interview with 
NAI director Carin Norberg on Zimbabwe.

konflikt
13 September on Swedish public service radio. Interview with 
NAI guest researcher He Wenping on the relationship between 
China and Africa.

‘håp om endring etter historisk avtale’
13 September in Dagsavisen (Norway). Interview with NAI resear-
cher Amanda Hammar on Zimbabwe.
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lunchekot
12 September on Swedish public service radio. Interview with 
NAI researcher Amanda Hammar on Zimbabwe. 

‘etelä-Afrikan aids-aktivistit haastavat poliittiset päättäjät’
16 August in Helsingin Sanomat (Finland). Article by NAI resear-
cher Elina Oinas and Katarina Jungar on HIV activism in South 
Africa. 

studio ett
6 August on Swedish public service radio. Interview with NAI 
marketing manager Helena Olsson on the military coup in Mau-
retania.

’Afrikaforskning i fokus’ 
3 August in Upsala Nya Tidning (Sweden). Article by NAI director 
Carin Norberg.

’uppsalainstitut ger Afrikatema på mässa’
7 July in Upsala Nya Tidning (Sweden). Interview with NAI direc-
tor Carin Norberg on the Africa Focus of the Gothenburg Book & 
Library Fair 2010.

’Au måste ändå markera att valet inte gått rätt till’
1 July in Sydsvenskan (Sweden). Interview with NAI director Carin 
Norberg on the elections in Zimbabwe.
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University of Bergen
Project: “desperate co-wives: The illegality of polygamy in the 
new Mozambican family law.” 

tuomas Aleksi räsänen
University of Jyväskylä
Project: “the argumentation of World bank’s poverty reduc-
tion policy.”

karianne stig
University of Oslo & FAFO
Project: “A qualitative study of the implications of the demo-
cratic deficit in the security sector reform (ssr) in post-
conflict liberia.”

riikka johanna suhonen
University of Helsinki
Project: “ ‘race’, identity and party power: Zanzibari national-
ism as a threat to the national unity of Tanzania.”

Anna kristín tumadóttir
University of Iceland
Project: “south African higher education transformation:  
An examination of the policy process.”

heine vihemäki
University of Helsinki
Project: “participation or further exclusion? Changing discourses 
and practices of forest conservation in the East Usambaras,  
Tanzania”
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FInAnCIAL	stAteMent	2008

 
expenditures
  swedish  kronor (000)
Salaries to researchers, including research director, SAREC  
contribution and MFA expert 8 085
Guest Researchers 1 230
Salaries for others staff, including library and administration  14 825
Scholarships including Guest Librarian and Guest Writer 1 334
Rent 6 142
Library acquisitions  784
Publications, including Annual Report 1 129
Conferences, seminars, lectures 2 909
Other costs, including administration 13 041

total expenditures 49 479
 

 
paid contributions from the Nordic governments and sida
 swedish kronor (000)
Denmark 3 255
Finland 3 711
Iceland 250
Norway 4 716
Sweden 27 948
SIDA (Sweden) 4 485
SIDA SAREC (Sweden) 1 570

total paid contributions 45 935
 

The difference between expenditures and contributions is a result of differing periodisation of 
payments over the working year



Study ScholarShipS
the primary purpose of the Study Scholarships 

is to facilitate use of the Nordic africa insti- 

tute’s library collections on contemporary 

africa and use of its databases. the scholar-

ship recipient is offered his/her own working 

place at the institute and free accommodation 

for one month. 

Eligibility criteria:  the Study Scholarships 

are intended for students pursuing africa-

oriented studies at universities and colleges 

in the Nordic countries, and for africa-oriented  

journalists and textbook writers.

application forms and directions are obtained 

through the internet: www.nai.uu.se.

application deadlines: the scholarships are 

awarded biannually and applications must be  

in by

■ 1 april for the period august-december
■ 1 october for the period January-June
inquiries: inga-Britt.Faris@nai.uu.se

phd ScholarShipS
the primary purpose of the phd Scholarships  

is to facilitate use of the Nordic africa insti- 

tute’s large library collections on contem-

porary africa and usage of its databases. the 

scholarship recipient is offered his/her own 

working place at the institute and free accom-

modation for three months.

Eligibility criteria:  the phd Scholarships 

are intended for students pursuing africa-

oriented studies for a phd degree at universi-

ties and colleges in the Nordic countries. 

No applications will be taken in 2009.

inquiries: inga-Britt.Faris@nai.uu.se

travEl ScholarShipS
the primary purpose of the travel Scholarships 

is to facilitate research or preparation of 

research projects in africa by sponsoring re-

search trips to africa. 

Eligibility criteria: the travel Scholarships 

are intended for researchers in the Nordic 

countries pursuing research on africa within 

the discipline of Social Sciences or closely 

related disciplines such as, anthropology, 

history, economics, and human geography. the 

scholarships are mainly intended for young re- 

searchers, but applications from established 

researchers will also be considered. applicants 

should have completed basic academic education 

(Bachelor’s degree). 

the Scholarships cover travel expenses in con-

nection with fieldwork in africa. 

application forms and directions are obtained 

from the internet: www.nai.uu.se. 

deadline: applications must be in by

■ 15 January
inquiries: ingrid.andersson@nai.uu.se

Nordic GuESt rESEarchErS’ 
ScholarShipS
the primary purpose of the Nordic Guest re-

searchers’ Scholarships is to offer opportuni-

ties for researchers dealing with contemporary 

africa to work on their projects at the Nordic 

africa institute, and they are also expected 

to participate in the institute’s scholarly 

activities. 

Eligibility criteria: the Nordic Guest resear-

chers’ Scholarships are open for postdoctoral 

and senior researchers at universities and 

research institutions in the Nordic countries. 

the Scholarships include subsistence allowance 

and cover travelling expenses (equivalent to 

the least expensive return fare from the place 

of residence in a Nordic country). 

application forms and directions are obtained 

through the internet: www.nai.uu.se. 

application deadlines: the scholarships are 

awarded biannually and the applications must 

be in by

■ 1 october for the period January-June  
■ 1 april for the period august-december  
 

inquiries: Nina.Klinge-Nygard@nai.uu.se

apply For 
ScholarShipS 
From thE 
Nordic aFrica 
iNStitutE
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