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PREFACE

Mr. Tanner~s paper on "Homicide in Uganda" introduces a small

collection of studies on law, crime and criminology in East

Africa which the Institute intends to publish at irregular

intervals over the next years.

In fact, this collection is the result of a conference that

never took place. The Institute had planned a conference for

the summer 1967 on "Crime in East Africa" and some of the papers

in this collection were originally prepared for that conference,

which unfortunately had to be cancelled due to circumstances

beyond the control of the organisers.

It is therefore very pleasant to be able to present the pro

ceedings of a conference held per capsulam.

Anyone who has been involved in research or in research

administration in East Africa knows that there still is a need

for figures and descriptive statistics in almost any field of

the social sciences. We hope that our studies may give some

ideas about types of offences and offenders, problems of

criminal statistics, and problems of criminological research.

Carl Gösta Widstrand

Uppsala, January 1970
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INTRODUCTION

During 1965 the numbers of alleged murders reported in the

Uganda press suggested that this type of crime was a serious

problem for the Government and people of Uganda. A proposal was

therefore put to the Minister of Home Affairs that research

should be undertaken to cover violent crime in Uganda generally,

with a view to assisting the police to make an overall evalua

tion of the problem. x ) The study is confined to homicides

committed during 1964 and background data from the years imme

diately before 1964. However, it was not possible, for reasons

of time and expense, to examine the records of the police sta

tions which originally investigated these homicides.

The High Court was also approached and the Chief Justice allowed

the examination of the cour t records of all cases relating to

offences committed during 1964.

Under Uganda laws, crimes resulting in death are divided into

two categories: murder and manslaughter. Murder is defined in

the Penal Code, section 183, as "death occasioned by an unlawful

act or omission through malice aforethought". Manslaughter is

defined in section 182 as "death occasioned by an unlawful act

or omission". An unlawful ofaission is defined as "an omission

amounting to culpable negligence to discharge a duty tending to

the preservation of life or health, when such omission is not

accompanied by an intention to cause death or bodily harm".9

Deaths reported to the police and thought by them to be prima

facie cases of murder and manslaughter have to be treated as

serious crimes and repor ted to police headquarters, who then

open afile. There were thus two files on the crime, that of the

local police, who were actively investigating the crime and that

x) I was given access to police records in the Criminal Investiga
tion Department and wish to record my thanks for the co-opera
tion of that department, particularly of the Assistant Commis
sioner and his record staff, who gave very generously of their
time and facilities.



10

at police headquarters, which contained basic details and

correspondence with the local police station about the progress

of the case and its eventual disposal.

Thus, during 1964 the Criminal Investigation Department had

files on 1267 alleged murders and manslaughter cases, but that

total was reduced by investigation and redefinition as suicide,

natural causes and manslaughter or attributable to civil dis

turbances to a total of 711 alleged murders, of which only 137

cases resulted in court convictions.

The classification of homicide has been used in this research,

because criminal killing in Uganda, whether it is defined as

murder or manslaughter by the courts, involves occurrences which

cannot be separated sociologically in this legal manner. More

over, they involve factors, such as mob violence, of great

importance to the civil administration of the country. Further

more, whatever the ultimate classification of the offence, the

police carry out a detailed procedur e for each death as if it

were murder and therefore to take out this type of offenee only

from the gross total would seriously understate the amount of

work which the police are required to carry out.

THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY

The distribution of homicide offences by districts for the

period 1960 to 1964 (Table l) which were accepted by the police

shows that there has been a steady increase up to 1963 in both

the numbers of murders and the rate and then a slight decline.

Whilst an increase is seen in Mengo, Kigezi and Toro, there have

been marked declines in Mubende, Acholi, Mbale and Busoga.

The distribution of offences which were investigated by the

police and on which the files were examined total led 1,267 as

against the 711 recorded in the police annual statistical

summary for 1964 and it is this former figure which will be

statistically examined throughout this report. The difference

between the se two figures may be accounted for by cases in which
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there is no evidence to suggest how the accused died, such as

the finding of a decomposed body, and the failure of the police

investigation to establish its identity, or suspicious circum

stances relative to the death other than the fact that the

person was not repor ted missing or identified before burial. It

will have also included suicide, death s from natural cause s and

deaths resulting from civil and military action to keep the

peace in disturbed areas. It was not possible to check this

supposition, as there was no means of identifying ~~lich cases

had been included in the police annual reports and which had

been excluded.

The figure of 711 homicides for 1964 has been used, as it was

the only available figure for which there was a comparison from

previous years in the police annual statistical summaries.

The geographical distribution of the offences by counties within

the 15 administrative districts (Table 2) shows very manu varia

tions within the one administrative district, but details were

not available for the Karamoja district, owing to its huge size

and the absence of maps and knowledge of boundaries in cattle

grazing country.

Mengo shows an extremely wide range of rates which is not re

produced in other districts. The rates vary from the small

county of Buruli with a rate of 194.9 from 53 cases to the very

large county of Kyaddondo with a rate of 3.7 from nine crimes

in a population of approximately 239,000. Both Masaka and Mubende

in contrast show uniform rates with only limited variations.

Busoga, to the east of Buganda, shows some variations but not as

much as its westerly neighbour, varying from Busihi Vlith a rate

of 2.7 for two crimes in a population of 73,000 to Butembe with

a rate of 13.9 for double that population. Mbale round Mount

Elgon has its lOVlest rate in the southern county with a rate of

13.7 and 18 crimes in a population of 131,000, whilst the re

maining three counties to the north have a uniform rate between

23.8 for the Central and 28.4 for the Sebei counties. Teso also

shows wide variations, between Arnuria with a rate of 35.6 for
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25 crimes in a population of 70,000 to Ngora with a rate of 6.5

for three crimes in a population of 46,000.

Bunyoro district showed a much larger variation in rates, from

Bujenje county with a rate of 5.5 for two crimes in a popula

tion of 36,000 to Kibanda with a rate of 44.7 for six crimes in

a population of 13,000. Kigezi district showed uniform rates on

the low side for all counties.

Ankole had the only county with a large population (Bukweju,

with 24,000 people) with no offences during the year and although

most of the remaining counties yielded low rates, both Insingiro

and Kashari yielded rates ten times the district average. Acholi

had rates which were consistent, except for Agago with the low

rate of 6.1 from three offences. Lango showed a low average rate,

except for Oyam with a rate of 11.8 from nine offences.

West Nile gave low rates, except for the counties of Ayivu and

Madi with rates over five times the average. Tora, with a high

average rate, had the two counties of Bunyagabu and Busongora

with rates of 64 and 34.5 among the highest for the whole of

Uganda, except for Kararnoja, which consistently remained the

district with the highest rate.

The temporal patterns of the offences, when recorded and ex

cluding Kararnoja, showed (Table 3) that a majority of the alleged

offences were committed in the afternoon and before midnight,

where the records gave an exact time, although the overall total

gave 329 day-time and 681 night-time offences.

The monthly distribution of the alleged offences, excluding

Kararnoja (Table 4), showed a mean of 99 offences per rnonth with

lower than average depressions for April and May and again in

July and August and a peak in December and January. The peak

month was June and the lowest month was August.

The distribution of the homicides by days of the week (Table 5),

excluding the 149 cases for which it was not possible to esti

mate the day on which the offences occurred, shows that there
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is a rise towards the end of the week, with a peak on Sunday.

If the distribution of the alleged offences is related to the

mean monthly rainfall in selected districts (Table 6), there is

a correlation between a low offence rate and high rainfall and

a high offence rate and low rainfall. In March, June and Decem

ber, which have the highest number of alleged homicides in the

six districts examined, the mean rainfall was 4.16, 4.15 and

2.33 inches respectively. In May, July and August, when the

homicide figures were the lowest, the mean rainfall was the

highest at 6.08, 6.09 and 5.71 inches respectively. If the

districts are examined separately, only Mbale and West tlile

showed a correlation between the highest month for alleged

homicides and the lowest for rain. No district showed a correla

tion between the lowest month for homicide and the highest for

rain.

The weapons used in the alleged homicides and the methods of

killing were next examined. The weapons used (Table 7) show the

stick and the machete, an agriculturai cutting tool, to be the

most common, with knives and guns about half as common. The

remaining weapons had much lower frequencies, particularly

arrows, spears and poison. The method of killing (Table 8)

showed beating to be by far the most frequent cause of death,

with stabbing and slashing half as frequent but weIl ahead of

shooting and strangling.

The sex of the victim compared with the weapon used in the

alleged homicide (Table 18) shows a different pattern for each

sex. Women are more likely to be killed with the hands and feet

than men, although they are about equal in occurrences involving

cutting to death with a machete or a knife. Men, however, are

more likely to be shot, beaten to death or speared. It seems

possible that women are more likely to be the victims of murder

byarson than men.

The distribution of the main weapons by administrative districts

(Table 9) shows no clear regional preferences, except the spear

as by far the most con~on weapon in Karamoja. Guns do not show
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any regional concentration, averaging about 10% in Karamoja,

Lango, Mengo, Tororo, Acholi and Ankole, with nearly double this

rate in Mbale. Sticks are relatively less used than machetes in

Mengo, whilst the former are more commonly used in Teso, Lango

and West Nile.

The offences were analysed by the number of acts thought to have

caused death in each case by administrative districts (Table 10).

These details show that there was a marked degree of violence in

353 cases caused by five or more blows, as compared with 456

cases in which only one blow was struck. Multiple blows caused

about half the deaths, in cases of which details were recorded,

in Mengo, Acholi, Ankole, ~lbale, Busoga, Kigezi and West Nile.

This violence was markedly in the minority in Toro, Teso, Lango,

Tororo and exceptionally low in Masaka, which with Mengo forms

the province of Buganda.

The location of the alleged homicides (Table 11) shows that a

large majority of the offences occurred in or near to the

victim's house or one which he shared with the offender and that

in a much smaller number of cases the victim was in the house

or on the land of the offender. The location of the offence as

associated with alcohol was shown in some 82 cases occurring in

or near bars or at house-centred beer parties. Offences occurred

twice as frequently in association with roads rather than paths.

The motives given by the police to account for the alleged homi

cide (Table 12) show the inadequacy of police information in

the analysis of such offences. In a very large number of cases

it is not possible to record a motive and in the remainder,

although a motive has been recorded, it is police opinion and

not the motive which has been established in a cour t case in

which the offender has been found guilty. Many of the alleged

motives are no more than a statement of what happened, as

quarrels for unspecified reasons and even a quarrel over money

are no more helpful. However, it is clear that the offences

related to alcohol are much smaller than the number of motives

associated with robbery and theft, whether the owners of pro

per ty were killed at the time of the robbery just because they
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happened to be there or killed in active defence of their pro

perty. It is noteworthy that homicide for stealing a bicycle has

been made a special category by the police and that there is

nearly twice the frequency of murders with robbery involving

cash over 200 shillings. Homicides connected with sexual rela

tionships and accusations of witchcraft are uncommon.

The difficulty of finding a motive is related to the fact that

many of the alleged homicides occurred away from the victim's

place of residence. Therefore, the motives associated with homi-

cides occurring there were analysed in greater detail (Table 13)

In the first category were included homicides which appeared to

be related to property in cases of rObbery and theft, which

accounted for a third of the known motives. More than half of

the cases referred to the deaths of the robbers and thieves

rather than the owners of the property stolen.

Some 8% of the known motives were related to sex in the form of

general jealousy rather than specific acts of adultery. The

general category of dyadic quarrels only gives the alleged

motives in a minority of the cases; the majority are just re-

corded as quarrels the minimum amount of information necessary

for explaining a motive for the crime in court. Drink as a cause

of the homicide occurs in just over 10% of the cases recorded.

vJhilst the majority of the alleged homicides occurred avlay from

the home of the victim, the relationship of the victim to the

offender was examined (Table 14), in order to supply additional

details. Other than in cases in which the crime itself was a

connecting link, a "personal relationship" was only knovJn in a

minority of cases, with husband and wife, either as victim or

offender, being the most common relationship. "Living in the

same neighbourhood" was the next most common but there was no

mention of next-door neighbours and since few of the people in

Uganda live in villages, there is not necessarily any notion of

nearness. "Friends" were also common and a large number of

brothers, as well as fathers and sOns, either as victims or

offenders. Sexual rather than sexual-social relationships

occurred in only a few cases, as did mother-and-child or, more
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specifically, mother-and-son relationships.

An examination of the characteristics of the victims showed

that 966 were men and 300 women and the sex of one was not

stated. The age 9f the victim (Table 15) shows that in a large

number of cases it is only recorded that the victim was an

adult. For those whose ages were recorded more exactly, the

majority were between 21 and 50 years of age, with slightly

more in the group 21 to 30 years.

The occupations of the victims (Table 16) showed that, whilst

the majority of the victims were self-employed farmers and

housewives, a proportionately high number were in occupations

with more distinct roles as employees, such as clerks, teachers

or labourers on estates. The number of specifically unemployed

rather than under-employed persons is also noticeable. The large

number of child victims in which the police have noted that the

child was under 10 years of age is important, particularly when

there is a very substantial drop in the number of juvenile

vietims. Night-Hatc0ffien, taxi-drivers and railway-line foremen

are prominent, as well as domestic servants.

The tribe of the victim (Table 17) , in relation to the size of

that tribe-s population at the time of the 1959 census, with

the rate of homicide for each tribe, shows some important

differences, despite the fact that the tribal affiliations of

408 victims were not known to the police. The rate of homicide

can then be taken as a minimum figure, as all populations will

have expanded in the time interval of five years since the

census and the distribution of the unknown victims would have

raised the rates of almost all tribes.

Although the Ganda have substantially the largest population,

their homicide rate is tenth in magnitude. The Konjo from the

western province have the highest rate, with 56.6, followed by

the immigrant Rundi, who are mainly resident in Buganda, with

34.0. There is then a cluster of the Gisu, with 27.1, and the

Sebei, with 25.0 (adjacent tribes in the eastern province),

followed by the Iteso and Gwere, with 22.2 and 23.4 respectively.
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Apart from the Rundi, who have already been noted for their high

rate of homicide, alien tribes general ly seem to have higher

tribal rates than Uganda tribes, except for people from Kenya.

Those from Tanganyika and other countries bes ides Kenya have

high rates, with 24.02 and 25.0 respectively, with the Nyaruanda

following with 22.0.

The tribes with the lowest rates amongst those with large

populations were the Soga with 8.2, the Kiga with 7.2 and the

Darna or Padhola with 8.8.

The degree of violence related to the tribe of the victim

(Table 19) shows the Ganda to have had the largest number of

homicides in which multiple blows or mutilation occurred,

although the Karamojong was excluded. When the rates of such

occurrences of extreme violence are calculated according to the

1959 census results, giving minimum figures, it is shown that

the Rundi experience the highest rate of violence with 11.7.

The Iteso, Gisu and the Konjo, with 8.0, 7.3 and 7.5 respec

tively, also have high rates. The lowest rates are for the Soga

and the Kiga, with 2.8 and 2.4 respectively.

The degree of violence related to the occupation of the victim

(Table 20) shows the self-employed farmer to have been killed

with extreme violence in a high proportion of the alleged homi

cides. It is also shown that children and juveniles are more

likely to be killed with extreme violence than with a single

blow. Unemployed persons or those with no known work were killed

almost always by multiple blows. Housewives and labourers also

appear to have been killed with a high proportion of multiple

blows, as weIl as chiefs and village headmen.

Although the details of the offenders considered to have been

concerned in the alleged homicides have been related to one

offender in each case, the details of offences (Table 21) shows

that the offenders have of ten been more than one. Only 662

offences were thought to have been committed by one man alone

and by two or three persons in 38 and 31 cases respectively. A

gang or mob were concerned in 35 and 74 cases respectively.
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The sex of the alleged offender, where known, showed that 738

were men and 55 women, whilst details of the offenders' ages

(Table 22) showed that the largest number were in the age group

between 21 and 30 years, with 268 offenders, followed by 189

offenders between 31 years and 40 years. There Were a much

smaller number of teenage offenders, totalling only 69, with an

equally low number of middle-aged offenders between 41 and 50

years, arnounting to 77 cases.

The occupation of the kno~ln or suspected offenders (Table 23)

showed the majority to have been self-employed farmers. Labourers

and housewives occur in 52-and 41 cases respectively, followed

by 14 unemployed and 12 herdsmen. It should be noted that 10

village headmen or chiefs were considered to have been the

offenders in these cases. These details and the details general ly

of the offenders are dominated by the large number of cases in

which the offender is not known at all to the police, either as

a suspect or in relation to an actual cour t case or preliminary

hearing prior to committal for trial.

The tribe of the offender (Table 24) in relation to the size of

that tribe's population at the time of the 1959 census, \~ith the

rate for each tribe, shows some important differences. The

highest rate of 27.3 comes from offenders whose tribes originate

in Tanganyika, followed by the Toro, with 25.5, and the Konjo,

with 23.6. The Ganda have one of the lowest rates, with 6.3,

whilst the Nyaruanda and Rundi rates (11.1 and 11.6) are not

high in relation to other tribes'.

A comparison of known offenders and victims by their tribes

(Table 25) shows that only in a few tribes are the numbers of

offenders and victims equal, as among the Teso, Kiga, Lango,

Lugbara, Alur, Gwere and Darna. Others predominate as victims,

such as the Ganda, Nkore, Gisu, Nyoro and Konjo, as well as the

two immigrant tribes, the Nyaruanda and Rundi. Other tribes pre

dominate as offenders, such as the Toro, but this category is

general ly difficult to draw conclusions from, because of the

large number of unknown offenders.
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The action of the offenders after the offence (Table 26) shows

that in 26.1% of the alleged homicides an offender was arrested

at the scene of the crime and that in a further 5.9% cases the

offenders were in a mob which dispersed. Murder followed by

suicide occurred in 15 cases and in a further four cases the

offenders were killed during or immediately af ter the offence

had been committed.

The case files contain details of whether the cases have been

solved to the satisfaction of the police (Table 27). L~ngo

district is conspicuous by the small number of unsolved cases

(6.5%). The highest numbers of unsolved cases occur in the

Mengo, Masaka and Mubende districts in the Buganda province

which had percentages of 74.5, 77.0 and 73.6 respectively with

Toro following af ter at 68.2.

The rulings on these cases in cour t (Table 28) yielded judge

ments of manslaughter (298 cases) rather than murder (110 cases) .

The charge was reduced to manslaughter in 52 cases and assault

in 25 cases. It was recorded as infanticide in two cases, the

unlawful practice of medicine and defilement in one case each,

and no charge was preferred in 97 cases for which persons had

been arrested.

Where the court passed a sentence (Table 29), it was death in

49 cases and over four years' imprisonment in 71 cases, whilst

the accused was acquitted in 85 cases and a verdict of nolle

prosegui was given in 57 cases.

EVALUATlON OF THE RESULTS

General~heses. The crude totals of offences and their rates

per 100,000 of the population have to be evaluated in relation

to a number of hypothetical factors for which there is little

concrete evidence available. It is necessary to consider whether

these official police totals of criminal homicides can be

classified as high. The British rate of 0.33 between 1951 and

1960 is the lowest rate available 22 and American rates for ma~~



20

cities between 1948 and 1952 varied between Milwaukee, with 2.3,

to Miami, with 15.1, although Philadelphia negroes had a rate

of 24.6. 23 The Uganda rate can be classified as high, since the

official rate is seen to be substantially lower than the homi

cides known to the police for which investigation files were

opened. The suspicion that the figures given by the policE are

indeed below the actual deaths is suggested by the KaramoJong

figure of murders in 1963, which is given as 86, although one

inter-tribal incident alone accounted for 68 dead. 20

Uganda became independent during the period 1960-64, but it does

not seem that there was any decline in pOlice efficiency which

might have resulted in a growth in homicide-case totals. Inde

pendence was gained as a result of a political process which

included few periods of civil disturbance and none immediately

prior to independence in October 1962. Similarly, af ter inde

pendence there were no outbreaks of political insurrection

related to that occasion as the major precipitating factor; if

anything, there was a temporary decline in political and social

tensions.

There were no immediate changes in policies and staff in the

early post-independence period. Expatriate administrative and

police staff had started to retire, but the proportion who fel t

they had to get out before independence was unlikely to have

been higher than in other East African countries and anyway it

would have been phased to prevent any serious dislocation and

embarrassment to Uganda. An equal proportion would have felt an

obligation to stay on as long as they were wanted, since the

British Government had arranged their conditions of service so

that they would not suffer financially from staying on.

There is also the possibility that alarger homicide rate could

have been attributable to increased police efficiency, either

related to new techniques or larger numbers of officers, parti

cularly in the specialist grades. This would not appear to be

the case, since these years for the police and the administra

tion general ly would have been years of transition, with ex

patriate officers being phased out as soon as Ugandan officers
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were available, either through promotion or as a result of

taking specialist courses overseas. There was no major programme

of expansion in the police force during these years.

If there had been new techniques available for the detection of

homicide cases, it would have shown in a major increase in the

number of cases coming to court. It would also have shown in

the number of poisoning cases for which evidence would have

become available, whereas the number of such cases was unusually

low.

Generally the efficiency of the police in relation to a parti

cular type of crime is a function of the efficiency of the

government as a whole and the co-operation of the public. It is

not possible to abstract the police force from this whole and

to evaluate it in isolation. In theory co-operation with the

police should have increased markedly with independence, as it

lost its image as an arm of the colonial power. In practice,

however, the police continued to represent a central government

potential ly enforcing its powers on a federated state and, in

addition, of ten had to depend on police officers who were

interna l expatriates in the province and district of their work,

to whom the people themselves would not have been particularly

favourable because of tribal animosities.

The homicide rate in Uganda has also to be evaluated against

circumstances comparable more with the United States than with

Britain and western Europe. Excluding the war years, the hODi

cide rates in the latter areas are more or less static, minor

variations in comparatively low rates which can be analysed in

terms of the individual, social and psychiatric backgrounds of

the victim and perpetrator. By and large, they are related to

the social conditions of the country generally, which are stable

with no serious social upsets which could vary these conditions

and with them the homicide rate.

In the United States the conditions are not parallel to these,

since fire-arms are readily available and there are from time to

time major outbursts of violence, varying from the lynch mobs of
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the Southern States in the inter-war years to the major urban

racial revolts of recent years. These conditions must be set

against the consistent elements of professional criminality

which have always resorted to violence.

In this situation there are parallels to the Uganda scene and a

partial explanation of its major fluctuations and high rates.

Some areas are consistently quiet, other boil up to states

bordering on insurrection, as in the "lost counties" dispute

between Buganda and Bunyoro,16 the independence movement from

the trans-Ruwenzori area of Toro8 and constant inter-tribal

difficulties round Mount Elgon. This condition is quite clearly

shown in the Mubende rate of 24.11 in 1963 during the "lost

counties" dispute, dropping to 6.9 af ter the referendum and its

acceptance by the Central Government.

Another factor of major importance is the presence in every

household of weapons which are part of the cultural background

of the people and are in daily use about the house or are

carried whenever a man is away from home. In western Europe

weapons similarly exist in almost eVery household, but they have

specialist and relatively minor roles in household affairs.

Knives have a role in cooking and eating, but the knife is not

a multi-purpose tool always in the belt and the tool-shed in the

garden or tool-rack in the garage possibly have a weekend func

tion. Fire-arms do not show significantly in British homicides

and are recorded as the least common method. 4

The American involvement with fire-arms is part of the American

cultural background and it is prevalent in homicide cases in

some areas,l but American homicides also show a wide selection

of weapons, some of which appear to have a cultural preference.

The Uganda cultural preferences are easily observable in the

presence of spears, sheath knives, headed sticks and machetes

in all houses and a further significant proportion with bows and

arrows, axes and fire-arms, either shotguns or smooth-bore

muskets. These weapons are always to hand and an individual

under tension would instinctively go for his weapons in many
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2
cases.

It must also be remembered that Uganda has experienced only a

very short era of peace for a part of the British occupation

and that wholesale violence in intertribal wars is only a genera

tion away. The obligation and need to protect oneself by force

is very much a part of the Ugandan social traditions, just as

personal violence in Britain is not a part of immediate British

history, except in overseas wars and colonial occupations.

Connected with this tradition of self-help in personal matters

are the mob assaults on suspected thieves or thieves caught in

the act. Although these acts, resulting in the deaths of these

persons, are offensive to the British concepts of justice which

motivates the judges and magistrates of Uganda and supply the

background to the laws, they must be accepted as a part of the

indigenous system of social control.

The Central Government police are no part of this traditional

structure. The police force was created in the lifetime of

elderly Ugandans, is small in numbers relative to the population

andS works from widely spaced police posts with poor communica

tions, and with no street-lighting or telephone system to help

it. Even if they do not verbalise these issues, the people

recognise that the police have a very limited ability to help

them and even when arrested, the processes of law may result in

the release of the accused prior to trial or their acquittal. 7

The community therefore feels the need to punish suspects

immediately and condones mob violence. Af ter all, every house

hold is at the mercy of apassing thief, since the houses are

spaced out and not grouped in villages and the householders see

these lynchings as their only deterrent. 6 The parallel to these

community killings is certainly the institutionally recognised

western activity of jural homicide in the execution of convicted

murderers. ~here are also parallels to the lynching of cattle

and horse thieves in the U.S.A. in the 18th century.

The sentences of imprisonment given to offenders in such cases,
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whilst undoubtedly right in law, appear to be ill-advised,

since the police can do little to increase their coverage of

every community in the country and such sentences do not deter

the suspected thieves from continuing their depredations and

leave the community even less inclined to feel that the Central

Government is acting in defence of their personal and collec

tive interests. The length of time between arrest and the

hearing of the case, even when there is a plea of guilty, also

reduces public confidence and interest. 7

The parallel to the fuaerican professionai criminality which

functions within the state is in the Karamojong district, in

which the people ignore as far as possible the criminal law of

the Central Government and carry out their traditional raids for

cattle on their neighbours, as a result of which murder fre

quently takes place. 3 Karamojong has consistently the highest

homicide rates over all other districts and for all the five

years quoted. Hhilst cattle raiding figures prominently in these

cases, there are also many homicides which are occasioned by a

purely dyadic relationship between two tribes, who kil l each

other when one finds an individual of the other tribe at a

disadvantage or as the result of a pre-arranged revenge raid.
lS

There is a fierce intensity in these conflicts which continues

over generations and sometimes involves mutilation of the dead. l9

Furthermore, there are cases which go beyond the normal boun

daries of criminology and involve large numbers of killings and

come mor e into a special category of deaths caused in civil
20war.

Thus, the high homicide rate does not represent an overall

difficulty in maintaining law and order, except in certain areas,

which would seem to be the case in comparison with Britain but

is partially the result of periodic outbursts of civil disorder

because of political issues in a newly created state in which

the Central Government has not yet been able to fully establish

itself politically. Furthermore, the establishment of this rule

is not at all effective in the enormous areas of the relatively

barren north, because of the inherent difficulty in enforcing

law and order among war like nomadic herdsmen who see little



25

reason to obey the law and considerable common sense in breaking

it.

Another element contributing to the high rate of homicide is

social values condoning inter-personal violenee which are no

longer present in western Europe and Britain to any general

extent. This applies particularly to husband and wife, who seem

to have particularly violent reactions precipitated by the wife

failing to conform to the husband~s expectations. lO These are

separate from cases in which the husband catches the wife

committing adultery.ll

A further category of offences relates to values which are not

present in contemporary urban-industrial society, for example,

two relatives beating to death a circumciser who had injured a

boy12 during a traditional ceremony of initiation, and homicide

over the use of a cow in an ancestor-remembrance ceremony.13

There are also homicides relating to young men showing their

prowess, thus entitling themselves to higher status. 2l Perhaps

relevant to these values, vlhich are not fully understood by

persons belonging to another culture, even when the people con

cerned are nationals of a single state, are the comments of the

police on the motives of a number of homicides which were

recorded as "quarrel of a trivial nature".14 Since the majority

of such cases re late to homicides committed when the participants

were drunk, the primary causes may have been trivial, but the

secondary motives - the background conditions - are much more

complex. It can be postulated that the motives for homicide can

rare ly if ever be trivial, since personal rather than impersonal

killing in war, runs counter to fundamental human instincts.

Aleohol is undoubtedly a problem, in that it is a factor in

large numbers of homicides which are solved by the police and,

as such, is regarded by them as a serious cause of major crime.

However, it may be that offences connected with alcohol are the

easiest to solve and there is no means of knowing how many of

the unsolved caS8S had a similar connection with aleohol. There

is another series of factors connected with the type of alcohol

connected with the homicides. Traditional types of drink are
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drunk in a traditional setting which controls their use and sets

norms of conduct, to which the community adheres. However, new

forms of alcohol do not have these controIs, which have been

built into the communities- social structures. This applies to

distilled spirit (also called Nubian gin, w~~~ or moshi) ,

which is brewed illicitly, bought by the bottIe for cash and

drunk in a more personal individual manner than traditional beer.

Since there are no norms of conduct which are known and accepted

by the drinkers of the spirit, behaviour appears to tend to get

out of controI more easily, particularly as its illicit nature

prevents the participants appealing for help to any official or

semi-official law-and-order agency.

A factor which may contribute to a high homicide rate is the

materials from which the houses are almost always constructed.

Mud and watt le walls and grass roofs are very easy to burn at

night and are usually weIl alight before the occupants wake up.

Since there is usually no light inside the house and the door is

of ten tied shut, the occupants find it difficult to get out. IS

The absence of lighting outside the houses is also an important

factor in facilitating homicides, since whenever a person opens

the door at night or goes outside to answer a call of nature,

he is silhouetted by the light and an easy target for the murde

rer hiding outside. This factor occurs frequently in the descrip~

tions of homicides.

0eograph~~a~_~jstributio~_~~__~o~i~ides. The homicide rate for

each administrative county has been examined (see the map on

page 8) for conditions on a large scale which might serve as

indications of homicide preconditions. It is probable that the

distribution of homicides on such a small-scale map can have

very little significance in this analysis. In cases in which

there are great differences between adjacent counties in the

same administrative district, such as Kyaddondo (l),x) with 3.77,

x) The numbers in brackets af ter proper name s in this section
refer to the numbers on the map on page 8.
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and Kyaggwe (2), with 27.04, it is very unlikely that there are

pure ly ecological differences which might account for the

difference.

It seems clear that the geögraphical position by itself is not

a determinant of homicidal preconditions. An international

border may be a disturbed area in this sense, as in Isingiro

(61), with 25.0, and Ayivu (83), with 22.69, but equally there

are counties with homicide rates weIl below the Uganda average,

such as Aringa (82), ~Iith 2.1, and Bufumbira (52), with 2.86.

Even the border with the Sudan which has been disturbed for

almost a decade, because of the southern independence movement,

does not showa high homicide rate on the Uganda side, as in

Lamwe (72), which has a rate of 12.3, below the national average.

The hypothesis that administrative boundaries, either internai

or external, are sensitive areas for crirne82 cannot be made when

the units of analysis are as large as these counties and they

chould be broken down to the smallest administrative unit of the

local court. District borders here show exceptionally high rates

on one side and low rates on the other, as in Buruli (10), with

194.9, the highest rate recorded, and Kioga (75), with 5.9, on

the other side. A similar pattern occurs on the Bunyoro border,

with Kibanda (51), with 44.7, the highest rate for the district

but with Maruzi (77) in Lango having a similar low rate of 7.2,

on the other side. There are also cases, such as Kabula (15) with

a rate of 10.3 on one side and Nyabashezi (64), with 1.4, on the

other - both below the national average. On this evidence there

is little to support the hypothesis that borders of themselves

contribute to homicide preconditions.

It is more probable that distorbed political conditions account

for the high rates, as in Bunyanga (91) in Toro, with 64.0,

because of the tribal independence rnovement which was prominent

during this year, whilst the average rates in Mubende, which

were very high in the previous year, have reached this level

because of the political settlement reached on the "lost counties"

dispute.
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A high population density does not necessarily indicate a high

homicide rate, as is shown in Kigezi general ly and in Kyaddondo

(l) near to the capital (KampaIa), with 3.77. Conversely, a low

density may have a very high density, as in Karamoja (98), with

a rate of 45.0, but Agago (68) on the other side of the district

border has the low rate of 6.1. The Mbale district has high

rates round the base of Mount Elgon, where there is considerable

population pressure. It is probable that tribal mixture or inter

tribal pressures on an ecological fringe account for much of

these higher rates and these will be examined in a later section.

~?ttern~~_~~j~~_~nd_date.The case records showed (Table 3)

that it was possible to approximate the times at which these

homicides were committed in only 80% of the cases and in a

further group of 13.6% it was only possible to say that the

events occurred during the day or night.

Where time details were stated in 837 case files, 46.1% were

thought to have occurred between dusk and midnight, compared

with 53.6% for negro homicides and 30.2% for white homicides in

Philadelphia. 24 Between midnight and dawn there were 15%,

between dawn and mid-day 16.5% and between mid-day and dusk

20.2%, compared with total figures for Philadelphia of 16.5%,

9.2% and 24.7% respectively. This shows that the most lethal

period was between dusk and midnight, as in Philadelphia,

Birmingham (U.S.A.) ,25 an unspecified city in the south-western
. 26 27Unlted States, and England and Wales,

Louis 28 stated that the 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.

highest number of homicides.

The nights and day s in Uganda have the same length throughout

the year, as the country straddles the equator, and the totals

show that Uganda has fewer night homicides than Philadelphia

(61.1% as against 66.2%) and correspondingly more day time homi

cides (36.7% as against 33.9%). Although it is possible to

estimate the time of the unknown detailed homicides as having

occurred predominantly during the night, it does seem that the

absence of lighting, except in the central parts of the towns
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and a standard l2-hour night is not a factor in the incidence

of homicide, although these cases are almost entirely rural in

geographical distribution. However, it would have been possible

to hypothesize that premeditated homicides would occur during

the night, since conditions exist in favour of the offender17

in killing and getting away. A more important factor may have

been that in many cultures the socially approved time for beer

drinking is during the day, when misbehaviour can be more easily

controlied and the drinkers get home safely in daylight, but an

examination of the records showed that cases involving alcohol

usually related to the illegal distilled spirit and not to

traditional fermented beer.

It may perhaps also be suggested that the discussion of time

and date is essentially arbitrary, since the time of the homi

cide in a drunken quarrel does not take inta account the length

of the drinking session. However, it is possible that both the

traditional and illegal drinking session may be longer than

comparable western sessions, as they involve no licensing hours

and are related to a fixed stock of hOme-brewed drink, which

can be drunk up but not replenished with a fresh supply.

The distribution according to day s of the week (Table 5) on

which the alleged homicide occurred was available for 88.3% of

the cases, although this must have contained informed guesses

when the body was not immediately discovered and had been exposed

to deterioration throughwater, heat and the attacks of birds and

wild animals.

The distribution of the known cases gives Sunday (17.9%) and

Saturday (15.7%) as the days with the highest rates, but they

are only slightly ahead of Friday (14.3%) and Wednesday (14.1%).

Thursday was the day with the lowest rate (11.8%). This pattern

runs counter to the day distribution of non-homicide crimes in

Kampala, for which Friday night showed the highest rates for

crimes of violence and theft.
103

While the weekend concentratian of homicide can be related to

those in paid employment in towns and on estates and to pro-
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vinces, such as Buganda, which are very largely Christian, this

distribution shows the extent to which Sunday as a day of rest

has become generally used by the population as a whole. If the

weekend is taken to include Friday, Saturday and Sunday, it

accounts for 47.9% of the homicides, as ,a compared ~Iith 66% in

Philadelphia 29 and 61.2% in Finland,30 but England and Wales 27

had Saturday as the day with the highest rate and Sunday as the

day with the lowest. The weekend as a social institution has

certainly been embraced in Uganda far beyond the society of

practising or nominal Christians and those in employment. The

brewing of beer and illegal distilled spirit is mainly con

centrated over the weekends.

It has been suggested that this concentration over weekends

should sho~1 a high incidence of unpremeditated homicides. One

hundred consecutive cases showed the ratio of premeditated to

unpremeditated homicides on the four weekdays to be 18 to 21

and for weekends 22 to 12, which suggests that this conclusion

is not related to Ugandan conditions. While it is safe to assume

that people will be more at home on Sundays under these condi

tions and as such liable to increased inter-personal tensions,

it does not seem from the proportion of premeditated homicides

that alcohol can in fact be considered a major precipitating

factor.

The distribution by months (Table 4) covers 92% of all repor ted

homicides and suggests peaks related to the hotter months round

December, but otherwise there may be regional variations, such

as a big rise in Karamojong homicides related to ca tt le raids,

which are dry-season events, as is shown partially in the

correlation for Mbale and West Nile. Generally this cannot be

an accurate category, since conditions in Uganda vary between

the desert north and the well-watered and green south, and there

are also variations between the high altitudes along the side of

the Ruwenzori Mountains and on Mount Elgon and their much drier

foothills. The difficulty of life at the lower altitudes may

possibly lead to higher rates of homicide, but equally the

relative prosperity of high-altitude life, with the problems of

land ownership and over-population, might do the same.
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The differences between the peak months of December, March and

June, with 9.8%, and August, the lowest, with 6.4%, the range

of 3% between maximum and minimum rates parallels the study on

Philadelphia,31 where there is a much more extreme range of

climatic differences between winter and summer. The element of

cold need not be considered and the climatic differences

probably involve no more than a rise of 10 degrees at the most

in the hot season, with equivalent rises in the humidity during

a rainy season when the temperature will have been lower. How

ever, no correlation was found between high rain and low homi

cide (Table 6), although there is the hypothesis that the pre

meditated homicide offender would not choose weather in which

his tracks might be followed in the mud on tracks, paths and

roads. There are only limited times in Uganda when people are

forced to be indoors because of rain and even fewer when heat

would cause them to sleep out of doors. Increased heat in a

particular season has not the same sociological significance as

it has for high density areas in New York during the summer.

Generally studies in murder show considerable inconsistencies 32

in seasonal and monthly totals, but the only tropical study33

pointed out an increase in homicides in the hottest ~onths.

There do not appear to be any major religious festivals in

Uganda which could account for homicide, and indeed the month

including Easter has a low rate of cases and, although December

has a high rate, it is only one of three equally high months.

The observations of Christian priests that midnight services

have had to be cancelled because of the numbers of drunks

attending can be attributed more probably to the fact that

these church-goers had to wait a long time for the service to

begin and would not have been drunk had the services started

at 9 p.m.

Weapons ~~~_ in homicide~ and methods ~!_.~_~!l~~. Whilst it is

easy enough to say that the most significant factor in a homi

cide is the presence of a suitable weapon,34 it may not be so

important in a deeper sociological analysis. The premeditated

homicide has no problem in finding a weapon and it is a question

of selection rather than accident. The s~all number (Table 7) of
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homicides committed with muzzle-loading guns would come into

this category. For the unpremeditated homicide in the rural

environment of almost all these Uganda cases, there must always

have been a weapon at hand and which weapon is used depends on

the accident of availability.35 7here does not seem to be any

class of homicides in which the weapon is related to employment

outside the traditional spheres of activity, nor were there

many unusual or exotic methods of killing, apart from possible

undiagnosed pOisonings. l5

The cul ture of each c ommun i t y , tribe or country delineates

what weapons are carried in various situations, as weIl as the

degree of provocation that might reasonably result in homicide.

In Uganda there are no national and probably no cOffiQunity

patterns of weapon-carrying. Buch variations as do occur are

from tribal patterns and may be said to extend over a district

or districts. There are two patterns of availability, one being

domestic and agricultural, in which the weapon is home- and

occupation-centred within the family, and secondly weapons which

are mor e personally owned and in which the individual carries

about with him weIl beyond the boundaries of his property - the

personal arms of the mediaeval condottieri or American cowboy.

It is hard to make out a case that the presence of certain

weapons precipitates homicide or indeed that there are larger

quantities of weapons in Uganda and, therefore, a higher homicide

rate. An agriculturai household always has plenty of potential

homicide weapons at hand - knives, hoes, axes and machetes - and

within the agricultural rather than the pastoral areas of Uganda

every household will have at least one of each of these poten

tial weapons. Most households throughout the country will also

contain spears and/or bows and arrows, but their use is not

necessarilv confined to the household area.

In the agricultural-vleapons group their use is not propor

tionately paralieiled in actual homicide cases. The machete was

used in 43 cases and a knife in 70 cases, whilst the axe and

hoe were only used in 18 and 12 cases respectively. Thus, it

seems that, whilst there are culturai factors in the domestic
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availability of weapons, homicide in those circumstances is

culturally restricted to one-handed weapons, with the right

hand active and the left hand passively engaged.

Whilst all these metal weapons are available, it is very signi

ficant that the principal weapan for killing"was a stick in 175

knovln cases. It seems that there are stronger cultural restraints

on the use of metal weapons than on the use of a stick - almost

that the stick is a more widely suitable weapan, since it is not

specifically designed for killing, and that death from stick

blows is an acc~dent in a situation which was not initially

directed at killing - almost an accident from factors which got

out of ha~d.41 This culturai preference for a stick over a

stabbing or cutting weapan is the reverse of the Negro pattern

of homicide in the United States, although there are parallels

in the low proportion of homicides with the bare hands. 47

It is also significant that hands and hands and feet in combina

tian have an incidence below both stick a~d machete. There is no

culturai tradition of fighting it out with the hands, even in

drunken quarrels, and camparatively few cases of strangling with

the hands rather than a rope of wh1ch there were only seven

cases. There is, however, a medical factor in homicides from

kicking, beating and punching in the existence of many persons

with enlarged spleens, which rupture easily from relatively mild

blows and result in death. 48

An additional medical factor, which would account for a higher

morta!ity but not, of course, the high rates of homicide, is the

absence of medical treatment. Very few victims are taken to

hospital or indeed could be because of the distances involved

and the slow carrying to hospital on a litter might weIl con tri

bute to their death rather than to their survival. Cases occur

in which the refused to go to hospital. Of ten the

medical centre to which the victim is taken is no more than a

dispensary, in which surgical repair work could not be under

taken a~d the advances in medical technology are not available.

There are also cases 55 in which the severity of the injury was

not correctly diagnosed. So these Uganda homicides contain large
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numbers of cases which no longer occur in western industrial

and urban settings, where radio and telephone communication

enables the victim to be taken to a hospital quickly and where

blood transfusions, modern drugs and surgical emergency teams

are readily available. If the speed of the Philadelphia police,

who are on the scene of a repor ted assault within an average of

two minutes 53 were applicable in Uganda, there would be a marked

reduction in the homicide rate.

The personal arms of a Ugandan may be divided into two cate

gories - those which are carried occasionally for a specific

purpose or held for prestige reasons and those which are habi

tually carried as an extension of the person without which the

person would feel incomplete. In both categories men only are

concerned and even in areas of endernie tribal forays women do

not leave the house-compound armed or have specific escorts;

they could be murdered with comparative ease but are rarely

killed away from their homes.

Throughout the country it is probable that every house contains

aspear, bow and arrow or gun-muzzle or breach-loading scatter

guns rather than rifles. These are held for protection rather

than aggression and probably only leave the house lawfully for

the hunting of vermin rather than game. Since pigs, monkeys and

baboons constantly invade fields and their depredations are

consistently costly, most farmers take action against them as

individuals with weapons or traps or join commtwal hunts, of ten

with nets, which in themselves are a possible source of non

culpable homicides, since the excitement is intense,42 but there

were only a few such cases recorded in this series. Shotguns are

weapons of prestige, since their ownership is severely restricted,

both before and af ter independence, as regards ownership and for

the number of cartridges which may be held at one time or

purchased during the year; their ownership requires both police,

political and administrative sponsorship before a weapon can be

purehased. Such weapons occur rare ly in homicidal situations and

then mainly in inter-tribal raids in Karamojong using weapons

probably obtained from Ethiopia as a result of the Italian

collapse in 1941.
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However, muzzle-loading guns have been traditionally made and

owned in Buganda and Busoga for many years and the simplicity

of their construction (black-powder propellant and crude bullets)

make them more difficult to control. Although these "gas-pipe"

guns are dangerous and difficult to aim, since the use of a cap

and priming charges means that the bullet is not fired as the

trigger is pulled, they are lethal over short distances and the

size of the barrel with its larger pay-load makes them just as

dangerous as the more accurate but smaller cartridge shotgun.

Their presence in fact in a homicide case means that murder was

intended 43 or that the gun was thought to be a necessary 4

of an unlawful undertaking.

Shooting accounted for only 6.2% of homicides, where the method

of killing was recorded, but the police consider that the use

of home-made guns for muder is increasing both in numbers and in

the areas in which they are used,45 particularly in Mbale. It is

unlikely that this increase in guns occurred with homicides in

mind, although muzzle-loading weapons are not too difficult to

manufacture, as there would be no sense in drawing attention to

such a project by getting possession of a weapon which is

difficult to hide when more cornrnonplace means of killing are

available. The police themselves attribute this increase in

part to the work of professionai murderers hired from outside

to settie local quarrels.

The habitual carrying of arms of the individual male whenever

he leaves his homestead is probably confined to the Karamojong

district. This cannot be connected directly with any homicidal

intentions. The country in which he walks is dangerous both to

himself as weIl as to the cattle he guard s from animal and human

enemies. He must travel armed and there seems to be little

evidence that the carrying of spears on occasions when there is

not a cattle or revenge raid in progress precipitates homicides.

The spear causes death when the culture itself considers that

its use is necessary; police reports show that out of homicides

and attempted homicides amang the Karamojong for the years 1961

to 1963, 96 out of 106, 54 out of 65 and 67 out of 92 respecti

vely occurred in ca tt le raids and tribal disputes. It could be



36

concluded, in fact, that, despite the presence of enormous

numbers of potentially aggressive weapons, these people are far

less aggressive within their own tribal communities than most

of the other tribes in Uganda.

There is, however, an additional fact amongst the cattle people

of the Karamojong district which goes beyond inter-tribal

quarrels and cattle raids - the importance of proving one~s man

hood. This does not appear to occur as a factor in the homicides

amongst agricultural people, but amongst the cattle people there

is of ten an element of direct confrontation, particularly in

tribal raids, in which the offender could have gained his end

of stealing cattle without homicide but that he chose to wait

in a situation, either before 36 or af ter the raid,44 in which

hornicide was almost inevita~le. Their manhood or tri~al values

necessitated that they should fight and fight they did, even in

circumstances in which they were at a disadvantage. It is not

so much that they seek to kill but in the circumstances of their

lnter-tribal tensions they are indifferent to whether they kill

or not in order to gain their end of stealing cattle or over

awi.ng and dominating the other corrununi ty. The parallels to the

American Far West during the period of expansion are obvious

not only in the wearing of guns but also in the strong elements

of challenge between gunman and aggressor and between groups in

the range wars involving homesteaders and the prolonged conflict

between Indians and the invaders of their lands. 49

The carrying of sticks can be viewed both as prestigious and as

a necessity in the country. The elderly would use staffs rather

than sticks for helping themselves along. SticKs are certainly

associated with status and few politicians are seen without them,

either in pu~lic or in private, so that many younger men may

feel the need to carry them. They are also necessary in the

country against snakes, thorn bushes, removing dew from the

track in front, and for carrying small parcels, but they are

certainly not carried specifically for offensive or even de

fensive purposes, despite the fact that they were noted as the

means of death more than any other weapons causing death prin

cipally by the accident of availability.
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Whilst the Ugandan woman is usually smaller than the male, it

does not seem that physically she is at any great disadvantage,

since she is constantly working in the fields, carrying water

and firewood and pounding grain. The male outside the Karamojong

district has his own evaluation of superiority but no longer

has any necessary warrior status and may not do as much physical

work as the women of his household. There are, therefore, no

clear biological differences, such as may exist in the west.

Women involved in homicides use knives and hoes 37 and even their

hands,39 but they do not appear to use exclusively male weapons,

such as guns, spears or bows and arrows. However, it is clear

that, if a \'loman does not kill by poisoning, she vlill use a

\'leapon rather than her hands in direct violence. There are no

cases in this series in which women participated in the mob

killing of thieves or reacted as a group against a rapist. The

101'1 incidence of poisoning in a countryside containing numerous

kno\'ln poisons, despite its supposed universal correlation with

women, has already been noted,51 but there is still the possi

bility that this applies more to the western white female and

not to other female types. 52

Apart from the culturaI behaviour in the Karamojong district,

which precipitates collective homicidal situations, there do

appear to be overall culturaI patterns enabling rather than

favouring homicide.

In the relationships of husbands and viives violence is not so

much expected as socially permitted under customary law. The

wife who does not do her work proper ly to the satisfaction of

her husband or who does not subrnit to his viishes can expect to

be beaten, but not to excess. The examination of 50 cases of

husband killing \'life did not show that there \'las any case of

premeditation; in every case there was a quarrel which got out

of hand. Except for those cases connected with adultery,38

almost all the killings occurred in the house and, if a weapon

was used,40 it seemed to have been used by the accident of

availability.

Even allovling for the unknown and unrecorded homicide weapons
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(Table 30), this sub-sample shows that there is same culturai

restraint against the use of any weapan other than a stick by a

husband on his wife. It is also interesting to nate that sticks

are preferred almost as much as the use of hands and feet, as

if bodily contact should be avoided in such circumstances.

As a paraliei to the weapons used in homicides ~~lich are pre

dominantly unpremeditated, the lack of skill or even accuracy

required is very noticeable. Excluding spear and gun homicides

in which there are no records of mor e than one shot being fired

per homicide, except by implication in the Kara~10jong series,

in which the deaths occurred in battles between tribes, this is

not a factor. The predominant methods of beating, kicking and

cutting require little or no skill to kill successfully.

Related to the question of accuracy must be the number of blows

thought to have caused death (Table Il). There is no correlation

between the 10Vl number of multiple blows and low homicide rates,

and it appears that the explanation must lie in local culturai

factors, such as might explain the marked differences between

the Mengo and Masaka divisions of the Buganda province, which

also provided the majority of cases involving deliberate mutula

tian. The proportion of excessive violence disclosed in homicide

cases does not necessarily indicate a violent society; for

example the Karamojong appear to be violent towards outsiders

in the homicide situation but much quieter domestically than the

Ganda.

In conclusion it is very clear that the existence of Vleapons

does not appear to precipitate homicide. Although there is the

constant factor of the accident of availability, it should be

remembered that there are no grounds for supposing that, if a

particular weapon had not been available, no homicide would have

occurred. If spears were prohibited, deep-seated hostilities

could just as easily be expressed with sticks and stones and

very possibly the pattern might change from open aggression in

daylight to the secrecy and horror of arson by night.

The only question to ask in these circumstances relates to the
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existence of weapons in the community that have no real social

function other than the delight in their possession and to be

at hand for the social circumstances precipitating a homicide.

This would apply to the hand-gun in the United states SO but not

to any weapon in Uganda, except possibly the few prestigious

weapon holdings of shotguns, rifles and revolvers by important

people who are not represented in these homicide cases. All the

Uganda weapons listed in this series have a multitude of social

uses and their attempted abolition or restriction would result

only in the development of a new weapon with equivalent social

usages, apart from any consideration of the near impossibility

of controlling such matters by legisIation.

The correlation of the availability of weapons to homicide is

not possible and in fact to make it at all it is necessary to

exclude whole classes of potential weapons in Uganda which are

not noticeably popular, such as arson and stones, or ~lich do

not appear to exist at all, such as drowning in certain districts

weIl provided with streams, rivers and lakes.

The ~tes_oLJl.'2micide. As in the choice of weapon, geographical

situations can, but may not, cause an offence, and the offender

and indeed the victim may not choose the site for the homicide.

There are culturaI considerations which make one type of site

rather than another the place for homicide; this applies parti

cularly to the differences between male and female victims. AIso

the bars and drinking parties may be the sites for homicide but

in relation to the numbers of the se places and occasions there

can, of course, be no true causal connection and, as regards the

prevention of crime, a much better case could be made for the

extension of street-lighting.

In the examination of sites there are several methodological

problems. Police records to a very large extent to not give the

exact location of the homicide site. It is suggested that this

is not a defect in police-investigation methods, firstly because

it is not thought to have any major criminological significance

in the investigation of most homicides and secondly because of
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the nature of the majority of Ugandan houses. There are few

details recorded in the case files concerning where the homicide

was initiated by the first act of violenee and where the victim

died, unless that person died in hospital.

The majority of western-type houses, 'dhich do not appear in more

than a small minority in this series of cases, have well-defined

architectural subdivisions or rooms, each of which has a separate

function, and moreover these subdivisions, regardless of the

physical facts, are though~ to be sound-proof one from the other.

This means that the bedroom may be the site for quarrels, as the

place where the couple are likely to be alone and separated from

the rest of their responsibilities and functions. 56

The Ugandan house is more likely to parallel the small living

unit of the western and Asian urban slum, with one or two over

crowded rooms. The functional spatial distinctions are likely to

be a subdivision of a room and the privacies of their lives are

unlikely to be confined to any area thought to be private and

sound-proof. Thus, special places, as compared with a straight

comparison bebleen inside and outside the houses (Table 31) ,

form a very small proportion in these cases - two cases on a bed,

five cases in the bedroom, two cases in the lavatory and one

case each in the kitchen, sitting-room and a public bus. The

bedroom, since it may not exist in the western sense, cannot be

identified as a specifically dangerous place.

The differences between the places in which men and women are

killed are very clear. In general men are killed away from their

homes, either on a path (23%) or in or near the house of their

killers (33%). Aggressors do not come to kill them at home (12%);

they go away to be killed.

Women are killed mainly (41%) in the marital home of the husbands

or in the house in which they live alone (19%). The details of

these homicides show clearly that women do not move much out of

their horne environments in situations precipitating killings.

Certainly their associations with another man do not involve

that man-s house and the adulterous meeting-place is usually the
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fields or the thickets and forest of the neighbourhood, and

possibly its continuation in a house shows the establishment of

an overt rather than a covert social relationship and thereby a

different set of homicide-precipitating factors. Women do not

generally move about alone, so they are less likely to be killed

in the casual encounters and aggressions which figure so pro

minently in the killing of men. Their presence in bars may de

note their unattached position at least in their own eyes, but

attending beer-drinking sessions or parties may not, although

it may suggest some change in the social customs of some commu

nities to allow women to participate in drinking. For women the

house rather than a specific bedroom area is a dangerous place

in which she may be killed rather than in the house surroundings.

The change from defaecation in the fields surrounding the house

to the use of outside lavatories has occasioned some nevl tensions

to account for the killing of two women there; it is possible

that these new latrines are regarded as specifically for mal e
57use.

Another factor in the consideration of site is the climate,

which does not necessitate months indoors in order to keep warm

as in Europe and America. People would only have to be indoors

during the short daily periods of rain ~lich would only occur

during certain months. Conflicts, except in these intermittent

circumstances, need not have to be worked out indoors, with its

implications of bottling up. No police document or police dis

cussion suggested a climatic factor in precipitating these

dyadic person-to-person homicides. It would only be a factor in

gang, tribal and political killings.

If the analogy can be drawn, social behaviour has a quaIity of

open spatial relationships. Beer parties may weIl occur in the

open, so that the edge of the party is not defined and those

invited or who turn up cannot be restricted. Conflict can be

eased avlay and thereby occurs Inore of ten on the way hOIne or at

home afterwards rather than at the beer-drinking itself. In the

west doors are usually closed and the open door to a hnl1se or

flat is an obvious exception for a number of reasans. In Uganda
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the door to the house may only be closed at night and is not

thought of as a privacy barrier. Thus, these quarrels are not

the result of the housing situation. The Ugandan couple quarrel

in the house because it is more convenient; they could quarrel

round the house, as it is isolated from its neighbours, but do

not choose to do so and, when they do quarrel, it is not behind

a closed door.

The kitchen in most houses is separate from the main building at

the back of the compound - the site of only one homicide or a

small part of the main house marked out by the fire and cooking

stones.

The time of killing (Table 32) shows no differences between men

and women, which may be mainly due to the fact that men are

killed away from home af ter normal daylight working hours, and

that, as the principal killers of women, they do so when they

get home. Tt does not mean that women are necessarily out at

night in homicide-precipitating situations.

Alcohol and homicide. The conclusions on the connection between
-------'---'."--- -_._--,-----

alcohol and homicide and indeed crime in general which have been

frequently asserted l19a but not with any degree of conformity62

are no clearer in this Uganda series of cases. Hard facts on the

connection between alcohol and crime are not available, but the

rising crime rate and the public's and the police-s concern

about this rise make it too easy to attribute to alcohol crimi

nological factors which the evidence does not support. Tt is

satisfying to pick on such a visible deviation from both western

and Ugandan traditional norms as an explanation of a worrying

and difficult situation.

Police assessments of alcohol in the victim are not gained from

scientific analysis uniess there is a post-mortem, which occurred

in a small minority of homicides. There was never any scientific

analysis of alcohol in the accused because of the absence of

facilities outside the capital and because the accused was almost

always arrested sometime af ter the offence, when such an analysis
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would have been useless. This is not a failing in Uganda police

procedure, but it is parallelled in general by police procedure

in Europe and America. 58

Nevertheless the police are specifically on the look-out for

alcohol as a factor in explaining or precipitating homicide and,

even allowing for a bias towards over-repor ting of the presence

of alcohol, it is still present in only a minority of cases

(Table 33).

If, however, a series of homicides is examined in which there

have been more than one known offender, it is found that no

alcohol was thought to have been present in 77%, but present in

both victim and offender in 21% and in the offender alone 2% of

the cases. There were no cases in which the victim alone was

associated with alcohol, which clearly shows that there was no

robbery with homicide of drunks on the way home or even in their

own houses.

The presence of alcohol as a specific factor in the homicides

may be over-reported, because the range of observable charac

teristics has been taken to include "drunk", "some alcohol

taken", "very little alcohol taken", and "probably some alcohol

taken". It should also be remembered that the absence of alcohol

does not mean that the persons involved are abstainers from

alcohol, as would have been the case with members of some

Pentecostal and Protestant Churches. Details of religious belief

or church membership were not included in the police reports,

and inferences from the names of victims and offenders ~lere

thought to be too inaccurate to use.

It is not thought that the relationship of aleohol to homicide

is personal and individual but is rather related to community

norms. It must be related to the incidence of drinking in the

community and what is drunk - legal beer or illegal spirits -

and above all to the period in which it is drunk. In usual

circumstances this will be concentrated in the months immediately

af ter the harvest, when grain is available for brewing and there

is no work to do in the fields if the community~s economy is
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based on a single crop. In Buganda the agriculture is wore

diversified, with coffee as weIl as the banana and grain crops,

so that money may weIl be available all through the year to buy

alcohol, if the people do not want to use grain to brew it for

themselves.

It is difficult to make out a case for violence and crime in a

community context. Traditional agriculturai communities in

Uganda are closely integrated and such a community cannot afford

social ly to have more than an occasional disturbance precipitated

by alcohol. There are heavy sanctions against disturbing the

peace of drinking sessions, which are not designed for drinking

alone but for the reciprocities of social interaction. The ana

lysis of sites show that the drinking party is not a prowinent

situation for homicide, and alcohol-connected homicides occur

much more frequently outside. Police figures 65 for homicides or

attempted homicides state that in 1961 71 out of 907 cases, in

1962 141 out of 1,101 cases and 1963 158 out of 1,398 cases were

connected with quarrels at beer parties or af ter drinking.

So on police statistics alone there is little evidence of alco

hol dominating homicidal situations.

Whilst it is impossible to assess the amount of aleohol taken

at different times and places, it is possible to relate homi

cides associated with alcohol to the day s on which they occurred

(Table 34) .

This ShovlS that only 27% of homicides in which men killed men

occurred over the weekend, whereas 58% of the cases in which men

killed women occurred during that period. There is the sugges-

tion then that men quarrel in situations connected with alcohol

throughout the week but that men kill women in this same associa

tion with alcohol very much mor e frequently over the weekend. It

would seem then that the weekend is not an alcoholic homicide

situation, except when there is a certain type of dyadic rela

tionship. The weekend has become wide ly known and used in Uganda,

as it provides a day off for agriculturalists for the first time

even if they are not practising Christians; they will thus be at

home mor e than during the weekdays, with more time for quarrelling.
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This, however, cannot be the full explanation, as most workers

are paid monthly and not weekly and payday might not coincide

with a Friday, and furthermore there is no five-day week in

government, com~erce or industry. The con~ection may occur more

in connection with illegal spirits sold for cash, beer clubs and

bars, which would make their alcoholic drinks to coincide with

weekends, paydays or other holiday demands. There is the possi

bility that weekday drinking is usually illegal a~d therefore

not controlled socially, whereas weekend drinking is legal,

public and subject to traditional controls in a modern setting.

It is still important to enquire whether alcohol in these homi

cide cases has made a potential ly violent situation worse. In

the case series studied (Ta~le 35) there is some i~dication that

it does make matters worse when women are killed.

When women are killed, twice as many are killed violentlyas are

killed non-violently, classifying one blow or act of killing as

non-violent,G3 whereas there is no such increase with men. When

alcohol is not involved, there is a much less marked propor

tionate increase in violence in woman killings, but the drunken

woman is just as likely to precipitate her own killing as a

drunken man. Gl

It is possible that the key to this violence lies in the much

closer relationships of husbands and wives, since they are in

social contact throughout the dayGO and night,59 whereas with

adult persons of the same sex they rarely have such an inter

dependent relationship, it being much more sporadic and less

intense. In a series of cases in which husbands or lovers killed

their wives or lovers 35% were non-violent and 65% violent

killings, which parallels the Philadelphia cases. 64

In considering the relationship of alcohol with homicide, it can

be concluded that there is no evidence to point authoritatively

to a close connection. The police probably base their case on

unpremeditated assaults, which at the best is a legal rather

than sociological conclusion. Maybe the offender did not expect

to kill that particular person at that time and place, but there
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must have been a background of hostility which brought the con

flict to the killing stage, not so much in such circumstances

but with those particular persons.

The motives for homicide. The data on the motives for these
-~-------------------~.

homicides have been obtained from police records in almost every

case rather than from an examination of the evidence presented

in court or conversation with the accused or the investigating

police officers. Indeed, the examination of the court records

of cases in which there have been convictions may not elaborate

on the simple details provided by the pOlice. 68 In keeping their

records, the only interest which the police have in a motive is

its relationship to getting a conviction.

However, in the early stages of the investigation into the homi

cide the police reports give a motive, if they can, as an indica

tion of the significance of the event and its probable conclu

sion; even in these reports, which can have no legal significance

or bind them in any way, the motives very frequently are not

known, even when they could guess. 67

Although the background details were of ten not available, it

seems that the majority of these homicides were dyadic; who

killed who is relatively obvious, even when the killer is not

discovered and when tney are inter-personal killings, but very

little is known as to who provoked the other to initiate an

assault or to terminate it with an act of homicide. The classifi

cation of a drunken quarrel of unknown origin explains nothing,

except the circumstances of the homicide.

No details are recorded of the relative provocations which in

duce women who have a subordinate and largely passive role in

society to kill their husbands. 69 The details of these cases do

not explain why wives do acts quite untypical of their usual

roles in Uganda, acts which might be more explicable in western

European or American society. The wives' refusal to cook or to

have intercourse with their husbands are marginally deviant

actions which would normally cause them to be beaten but not to
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resist to the extent of killing their husbands. Similarly, what

can induce husbands to kill their wives and then commit suicide:O

Social norms permit husbands to beat their wives severely and

many of the hypotheses of structural anthropology tend to reach

conclusions that marriages are arranged with the political,

social and economic benefits to the families concerned as their

prime consideration. But these cases and also those in which the

husband locks himself up with the dead body of his wife71 point

to deeply emotionaI attachments between hus band and ~,ife and to

complex motives for the killing. Social anthropology would have

suggested possibly that, since the wives do not belong to the

lineage of the husband, she must always be an outsider who must

look to her own family for emotionaI and strong social attach

ments.

Whilst some ~,estern European types of provocation do not occur

in this series, such as defending the honour of a ~,oman, except

in one case,l4 little is known of the insults which provoke

response. Normal abuse is sexually based and the more serious

insults are allegations of maternaI incest, certainly among

Kiswahili speakers. If there were certain trigger words which

habitually started fights, it is likely that the police would

have drawn attention to them in the same way as they refer to

drinking as a cause of homicide.

Whilst a number of homicides have a sexual background, they

occurred between men and women who were, at the time of the

killing or in a previous period, living together in a customary

or common-Ia\" marriage. They were not strangers to each other

and the homicide situation built up between them dyadically.

There was in this series an almost complete absence of sex

crimes in which women died as a result of a sexual attack;74

there was one case involving incest75 and two involving homo

sexual assaults in prison. 76

Whilst tribalism is given as the motive for some homicides, this

seems to occur as a part of, or at least a result of, generalised

unrest, either of the periodie nature of the "lost counties"

dispute or the permanent inter-tribal unrest in the Karamojong
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district. Homicide incidents involving just two people are not

recorded at all as having been occasioned by tribalism, except

in rare cases,108 although there are in all districts tribal

minorities who are subject to some subordination and prejudice,

which they resent and which might weIl have to come to the

surface during a drinking session.

The incidence of homicide in Uganda cannot be accounted for yet

by a marked difference in values between the lower classes and

the higher clas ses who define and codify into laws their own

attitudes and behavioural norms. 72 The difference between the

community norms not so much of crime but of punishment and the

norms administered by the courts has been described elsewhere. 73

The higher class in Uganda in this respect is an elite of in

sufficient nL'mbers and hes been in ex'~stence for such a short

time that its adherence to administrative and legal norms at

variance with those of the majority of the people is very

circumstantial. A clash between these two sets of no:::-ms in these

homicice cases rarely occurs, if at all, since the y cODsider

that their own apperception of traditional norms is the correct

way to behave and that therefore there are no alternatives to

be considered.

Whilst a large number of these cases have no known motive,67

numbers of those recorded under the "other" classifications 66

are sufficiently detailed to make them individually motivated

and not placeable in the crude groupings listed, such as sexual

jealousy, robbery and quarrels over food.

The motives for alleged homicides in or near the victim~s house

(Table 3) can be classified with more value according to the

sex of the victim a!;d wLether t 1le homicide occl'rred at home or

away (Table 36). This sl'b-sample shows that men are not hornicide

prone ~lilst in or near to their own homes (16%), whether they

are killed by one person in connection with theft, sexual

jealousy or general dyadic quarrels. It is clearly dangerous to

steal or to be considered a thief (26%) but not to engage in

matter,; v/hich have :oexual complicati"o::1s (11%), Irlhilst quarrelling

or being involved in quarrels is clearly dangerous ( ) when



49

done away from home. The public nature of the majority of these

male homicides is clear. Whether he is killed in the cours e of

criminal affairs, in connection with sexual problems or other

quarrels, he is killed away from his own personal environment

and in situations in which the publicity of the actions could

have been controlled or modified by the onlookers.

Women, on the other hand, are homicide-prone within their own

homes (75%), despite the fact that they are not confined to

their homes by religious or social conventions. They leave

their homes freely and frequently to fetch water, cultivate, go

to market and the shops, as weIl as to attend social and reli

gious ceremonies. The private nature of the female homicide is

clear; she is in a directly dyadic relationship with her killer,

who cannot be dissuaded from his intention to kil l or mollified

in his anger by any possible publicity for his actions.

The motives of homicides in which excessive violence has been

used (Table 37) on both male and female victims in this sub

sample would suggest that the sample proportion of both men and

women die from mor e than one homicidal act. When men are killed

whilst stealing or committing arson, there is always excessive

violence, but less than half the suspected thieves who were

killed suffered from excessive violence. The case files do not

record that these victims defended themselves, except in the

Karamojong cattle and vengeance raids, so that this violence

can be taken as reflecting popular concern over their vulnerabi

lity to theft and their anger at the thieves themselves.

With homicides connected with sexual jealousy, a wife caught in

adultery or the adulterer himself always seems to be killed vlith

excessive violenee and the ratio is almost as high for homicides

related to other types of sexual jealousy and frustration.

In general, the proportion of killings with excessive violence

is much lower than this group, even in quarrels between husbands

and wives, except for suspected witchcraft by either men or

women and when women use their neighbour's lavatory. In conclu

sion, self-control is lost beyond the solitary blow struck in
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anger, in situations involving stealing, adultery and V/itch

craft. 77 Only adultery can be considered a private matter of no

immediate concern to the community, whilst the remaining issues

of crime and witchcraft can be considered largely as communal

problems of concern to all and resulting from changing social

economic and political conditions.

Personal relationships betvleen victim and offender. Homicide is

regarded by western European and United States law as the worst

crime in society and socially it is probably the most persona

lised of all crimes, as V/ell as the ultimate crime. Since mot

ives do not exist in a social vacuum, the role of the killer to

the victim should explain the homicide.

However, a high proportion of homicides in this series appear

to be personalised for the single event of the homicide - almost

an accident of coincidence. There is no causal connection bet

V/een the parties as individuals, except the killings. The large

category of "anonymous" killings includes political murder, mob

lynching of thieves, and deaths in cattle and revenge raids

(Table 38). In these cases the victim is labelled but not named,

he or she is knoV/n to be a member of a particular tribe, an

oV/ner of V/anted cattle, a thief of personal property and a

member of any theoretically hostile group.

Where the relationship between the killer and his victim is

knoV/n, it can supply the background to the event but in this

series of homicides 64% of the cases had no relationship between

the participants known to the police, even for as little inter

personal contact as "casual friends". This runs counter to any

hypothesis that close personal contact over a period is a

necessary precondition for a homicide, since in this series

Ugandans killed anonymously in cases in which the victim was

more of a social symbol than a social individual. The category

of "known enemy,,78 does not apply in such cases, because the

parties did not know each other prior to the homicide.

There are difficulties in basing any theory of homicide on
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primary and non-primary relationships, since the degree of

association may be of great or no great relevance; the rela

tionship may mean nothing, since the parties may have been

wide ly separated for long periods up to the actual sequence of

events leading to the homicide. There are no inferences which

can be drawn from these relationships because of slum propin-

quity; brothers may live in the same compound but not in the

same house, so that they live separate lives, except for leisure

and affairs of mutual concern.

An examination of the motives for the killing of brothers,

fathers and sons (Table 39) seems to suggest that property con

siderations dominate.

The difficulty which is experienced by the police in investiga

ting such homicides is shown in the high proportion of cases in

which they have not been able to assign a motive to the killing,

even when close relatives are involved. An additional difficulty

comes from the police use of western kinship terms to describe

relationships; references to cousin, uncle, grandfather or step

brother do not advance the possibility of making a structural

analysis of tensions involving particular relationships. There

are also difficulties over the use of "friend" in police reports,

as this term appears to cover both close friends and casual

acquaintances.

The relationships of victims of their killers (Table 40) show

clearly that the possibilities of homicide are greater outside

marriage and blood relationships; wives are killed by their

husbands and brothers kill each other, but beyond these two

relationships men are killed by close friends and acquaintances,

as sexual rivals and as thieves. These primary contacts alone

accounted for 42.5% of male, as opposed to 92% of female homi

cides, and if this is further reduced to the nuclear relation

ships of parent/sibling and child/spouse this accounts for 91%

of the female but only for 21.2% of the male deaths. Over

whelmingly women are killed as wives by their husbands (72% of

the sample) ,79 whereas the prominent relationships for men are

their close friends (23.6%) and acquaintances (15.4%). The
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motives (Table 41) for men being killed by their close friends

and acquaintances show no clear patterns of tension.

The predominance of certain relationships between killer and

victim does not give any account of the intensity of the contact

which may be the key factor. The commonest relationships have

therefore been analysed (Table 42), in order to see what propor

tion of these killings have been the result of excessive violence,

as there is the hypothesis that the closer the relationship, the

greater the amount of violence. 8l

In this sub-sample there is no evidence that the intense rela

tionships are more violent than the others, except for marriage,

in which 60% of the homicides were violent. The greatest propor

tionate violence occurred with suspected thieves, whilst sexual

rivalry was balanced between violent and non-violent acts. The

remaining relationships were proportionately very much more non

violent than violent, so that it is safe to conclude that pri

mary relationships, except for marriage, do not generate the

intense hatreds which are expressed in homicides with excessive

violence.

The relative age relationships between victim and offender were

also examined (Table 43) in a sub-sample which showed that,

whilst there was no clear pattern with women victims, there was

a low number of men victims who were of the same age as the

attacker.

Whilst the relative ages in the women homicides can be explained

by older and equally aged husbands, the relationship for men

cannot have such a simple answer. It could be suggested that

younger men would attack older property-owners and that the

total of younger killers would contain a preponderance of de

tected or suspected thieves, but the examination (Table 44) does

not show this as elsewhere. 80

Certainly for the male homicides there is a minority of killings

involving persons of equivalent ages and although the majority

of police records usually stated that the victim or suspected
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offender was an adult, it is significant that the tensions

leading to homicide do not apparent ly arise as much with people

of the same age. It could be suggested that everyday social

intercourse does not raise tensions leading to homicide and

that a marked age disparity is a situation which potentially

leads to violence when there is a quarrel, and that both the

older and younger men possibly tend to lash out violently when

confronted and opposed by younger and older men.

Occupation:§__cmd tribe~_?_f_yictims and ()L~enders. In general the

occupation classification (Table 16) in a country such as Uganda

is not reliable, since a small minority of the population are

in paid employment at any one time. The majority of the popula

tion have all-purpose occupational roles and whether the person

is classified as herdsman, cultivator, house-builder, hunter or

herbalist and many other occupations depends on the time of the

even t according to the hour, day and month and the age of that

person. He might well be a brewer of beer af ter harvesting a

good crop and an iron-smith for the remainder of the year. The

occupational distribution seems defective in having no victims

or offenders recorded as being in the business of aleohol

making, distribution and selling, despite the fact that this is

of ten thought to prov ide a homicide-preconditioning situation.

The low number of traders killed seems to suggest that the

criminal killer avoids those who have wealth and property on

display and who probably live in the greater security of the

small village trading centres, preferring the isolated, lonely

and unprotected person who has some reputation of being wealthy

and having hidden money. This situation is provoked by the

tendency of many persons to keep their savings in coin buried

under the mud-packed floors of their huts rather than put them

into the anonymous security of the Post Office Savings Bank,

where the sums involved v,ill be known to too many people and not

be available exactly when wanted, as well as being subject to a

number of necessary bureaucratic restrictions.

Whereas only 81 victims were recorded as having paid occupations,
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details of offenders (Table 23) show 109 having paid occupa

tions. There would thus be some suggestion that dissatisfaction

with non-traditional occupations might lead to stress and homi

cide, although the proportion involved is probably no higher

than the proportion in Uganda in paid employment.

The figures collated have a wide marg in of victims of unknown

tribe, but of the victims of known tribe the total murder

figures reveal that 15% of the total figure were victims from

tribes foreign to Uganda. The remaining 85% were from tribes

known to have their origins in Uganda. The overall picture shows

that more victims met their deaths avlay from their home areas;

thus, the chance of a person being murdered in his home area was

generally less than when he travelled away and lived among

people not of his own home area.

In Buganda 196 of the 524 victims were Ganda, giving a advantage

for Ganda in Buganda of 2.3:1 against being violently killed.

In West Nile, too, this advantage is apparent. More than eight

of the 13 Alur victims were murdered outside their home county.

Another case is that of Bukedi. In Bugwere county there were

two murders, but 26 Gwere altogether got murdered elsewhere in

Uganda. Twenty-four or more of the se must, therefore, have been

murdered outside their home county.

An analysis of the violence used on the victims of known tribe

who were killed by more than one act of violence seems to

suggest that persons killed in their own areas suffered less

violence (Table 45), whereas aliens met much more violent deaths.

This hypothesis seems to be supported by the analysis of a sub

sample which showed that, of persons killed outside their own

areas, nearly 50% suffered violen t deaths, whereas amongst those

killed in their own areas only 34% did so.

There are two main factors to bear in mind when considering this;

first, the type of tribesmen who get murdered more of ten outside

their home counties, either because of their general behaviour

or occupation whilst away from their home areas, and second, the
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reasans why in same other areas the native-barn appear to form

the largest proportion of victims.

Those of the tribesmen who have agreater chance of being mur

dered outside their home areas are those with a history of

"mobility" - moving far from their native habitat in search of

labouring employment, mostlyas farmhands or porters. The tribes

described as "foreign" to Uganda also tend in the main to seek

work of this nature. The enormous numbers of workers from Rwanda

and Urundi who move inta Uganda either seasanallyor as permanent

immigrants is a permanent feature of Uganda social and economic

life. 83

On the other hand, there are tribes which traditionally remain

in their home areas, for example, the tillers of land and those

with sizeable herds of cattle, whose home areas are in general

suited to their type of livelihood. The trend in these cases is

the reverse of those already discussed. More victims here seem

to have met their fate in their home areas; in other words, the

imnligrants in these areas were at an advantage, as regards

chances of being murdered, over the native-barn. Ca ses in point

are Teso, where most of the 119 Teso victims must have met their

deaths in that district, where the total toll was 129, and Langa,

where most of the 26 victims there were probably Langa, of the

total of 41 Langa who were killed altogether in Uganda. Ankole

claimed 57 victims, but 70 Ankare got killed in the whole of

uganda; allor most of their 57 victims could have been killed

at "home". Most of the Tora killed in 1964 appear to have been

of people from Tora, but Tora was unusually disturbed at this

time. Bugisu and Bukedi also indicate a pattern of homicide

advantages for the iwmigrants over the native-barn.

Further analysis of victim/offender figures shows that, in almost

all cases in which the tribe suffered large losses, the offender

figures for that tribe are less; too much significance should

not be placed on the magnitude of the difference in the offender/

victim figures, however, as the unknown figures for these show

just as large a difference. The deduction which should be drawn

from this is as a trend only.
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It is possible that tribal mixtures may be a contributory factor

in homicide and this will be analysed in the nine districts

which contain sub-tribes of more than 10,000 people other than

the main tribe of the district concerned. There are tests,

firstly, for the degree of concentration of the large groupings,

secondly, for the extent of the mixture, thirdly, for the rela

tionship between the composition and the concentration ~~~~-vi~.

the homicide rate, and lastly, for the overall cultural rela

tionship of these tribes, which are grouped together in one

district.

There are a number of variables which have to be borne in mind

when considering the degree to which tribal mixture can be said

to form a significant factor in the homicide rate, but the main

ones are as follows.

There are two distinct cultural strains of the whole Ugandan

tribal set-up. One is that under which the Nilotic tribes may

be grouped, and the other the Bantu, under which the rest of

the tribes may be grouped. For the purposes of this hypothesis

the Bantu are taken to represent all tribes which do not fall

under the description of Nilotics.

The tribes comprising these two broad sectors have a lot in

common in their way of general behaviour. They have tended to

mix or be in contact for generations, but the two main groups,

as defined above, tend to have distinctly different build,

staple diet and ways of general behaviour particular to them

selves. This goes to show that there has been limited biological,

social and economic contact in the past and certainly that the

extent of the mixture that there has been has been so small as

to have no recognisable effect on their respective patterns of

culture.

The distribution of foreign tribal members in a district will

either be in concentrated comnlunities, following a particular

ecological pattern of existence, or dispersed in single units

or families amid the dominant tribal people with whom they are

interdependent, as unskilled workers in occupations which the
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dominant tribe no longer Ylish to perform. If the foreign tribal

members are concentrated, there is agreater possibility of

their being resented by the dominant tribe or resenting their

subordinate group position. Where the foreigners are dispersed,

there Ylill be little likelihood of group hostility and counter

action, but the individual foreigner may still feel his presence

resented or feel resentment if he does not actively pursue

absorption into the dominant group, as is the case Ylith many

Ruanda and Urundi people in Buganda. There is some evidence for

inter-tribal hostility in the proportion of vialent killings

Ylhich occurred. Where the victim and offender Ylere of the same

tribe, 30% of the killings Ylere violent, Ylhereas Ylhen they Ylere

of different tribes, this proportion rose to 50%.

Thus, in Buganda we find that the mean homicide rate for the

Ylhole province is 23.73, Ylhilst the mean rate for West Mengo

district is 20.23. In the district of West Mengo we find seven

large tribal groupings, forming 63.65% of the entire population

of the district. In East Mengo district, on the other hand,

Ylhere Yle find agreater mixture of tribes - 12 large groupings

forming 90% of the population, six of Ylhich belong to the Nilo

tic cultural group - the mean homicide rate is the higher at

35.28 for the district.

Mubende, on the one hand, reveals tYlO main groupings of Ganda

and Nyoro, forming 83.88% of the population, the mean rate for

the district being 16.39. This is much lower than the provincial

mean rate, and Yle also find that the main groups involved are

both Bantu. LikeYlise, in Masaka district there are four large

groupings forming 95.14% - aga in of the same Bantu class 

recording a mean homicide rate of 16.89, compared Ylith the pro

vincial mean rate of 23.73.

The Western Province has a mean rate of 11.7, but in Toro we

find a mean homicide rate of 26.25. There are three large tribal

groupings forming 92.14%. Of this percentage, 52.8% are Toro,

29.89% are Konjo - originating just over the borde r in the Conga

- and 9.45% are Baamba. Both these tribal groupings are con

centrated mainly in the Bunyangabo county of this district and
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during 1964 there was what was known as the "Rwenzururu Move

ment", composed mainly of the Konjo and Baamba, whose members

demanded cessation from Toro. The killings attributed to this

movement were concentrated in Bunyangabo county on the Toro/

Congo border and statistics in this county push the mean rate

for Toro upwards, although only 32 such killings were attri

buted in police files to this agitation.

On the other hand, in Kigezi district there are only two main

groupings, namely, the Kiga with 78.37% and the Rwanda with

20.84%, bringing the total for these two groupings to 99.21%.

The rate in this district is 5.34 and we find once more that the

main groupings are both of the Bantu strain.

In Ankole this pattern is repeated; there are four large

groupings of the similar Bantu cultural group, the Ganda forming

2.37%, the Ankore 64.34%, the Kiga 7.14% and the Rwanda 7.14%.

The total degree of Bantu concentration is 80.85% and shows a

mean rate for the district of 7.75.

In Kararnoja we have two large groupings forming 89.19%. Both are

Nilo-Hamitic. The Karamojong and the Suk are traditionally

warriors and are freguently engaged in bitter clashes. Karamoja

records the highest homicide rate as a district, and maintains

this high rate throughout the five years to 1964. Many of the

killings in 1964 may be the result of cattle raids involving

tribes from the Sudan and those from beyond the borders of

Karamoja. These killings would possibly falloutside this hypo

thesis, since they are the results of ecological factors ex

pressed in tribal rivalries over limited grazing, water and

total cattle population surviving drought, famine and disease.

In the West Nile district there are five large groupings,

comprising 99.12% of the district population. The district has

a low mean homicide rate of 9.6, but this may be attributed to

the fact all these tribal groupings are Nilotic. From this it

can be concluded that massive tribal mixture does not of itself

re late to high homicide rates, although there may be some

grounds for hypothesizing that multiple tribal rnixtures tend to
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be accompanied by higher homicide rates.

The splitting of tribes original ly loyal to a single kingship

by national boundaries creates a situation in which part of the

one tribe is in the territory of another nation and loyalty is

demanded of this part of the tribe by the district authority

there. The other part is in another nation and is likewise

required to be loyal to the political authority under which they

find themselves.

The significance of tribal membership here in Uganda is that

(i) each man speaks as his mother-tongue his own tribal language

and (ii) that he is loyal to the traditional tribal head. There

is no lingua franca for Uganda and the federal structure of the

state during the period of this study was a dividing rather than

a uniting force.

The mere splitting of nations does not, as a general rule,

abolish tribal loyalties quickly, if at all, but it encourages

the ruling tribe in the district to demand loyalty from the

immigrants. Where it has become difficult for the ruling

authority to win the loyalty of the segment of the tribe whose

traditional head is outside of the boundary, the main ruling

tribe has turned to discrimination of one sort or the other.

These subjects refuse to conform, and clashes materialise bet

ween the district authority and the "minority citizens" or

between the "majority" tribe and the "minority" tribe. A good

example of this is the constant bitter clashes between the

Karamojong - a "majority" tribe in Karamoja - and the Suk, a

minority tribe forming only 12.7% of the population but having

much of their traditional territory over the barder in Kenya in

Karasuk.

This might have been the same cause for the Rvlenzururu Movement

in Toro. The Baamba in Tora and the Konjo are the two dominant

tribes along the barder of Tora and the Conga and the need of

these two tribal groups to break away from Tora appears to have

been motivated by the desire to join their kinsfolk over the

border or to form a political union in which they would be free
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from the demands of the district authority, which they felt,

for that time at any rate, unable to fulfill. Thus boundaries

which split communities produce homicidal situations when the

tribal mixture would not otherwise suggest this.

If homicides are analysed as to whether they occurred between

two persons of the same tribe or between persons of different

tribes, for which the frequency ratio is 90 inter-tribal to 280

intra-tribal homicides, there is some support for the hypothesis

that more violence may occur when the homicide situation invol

ves at least one alien. In a series of inter-tribal homicides

48 were violent and 40 non-violent, whilst in the intra-tribal

series 85 were violent and 94 non-violent.

In this series the weapons used in killing (Table 46) seem to

show that fists, feet and knives were more likely to be used in

intra-tribal killings and the spear and machete in inter-tribal

ones.

The motives for both intra- and inter-tribal homicides (Table

47) suggest that drunken killings and killings in sexual rivalry

are less common in inter-tribal situations, but in the intra

tribal killing interfering in a quarrel, abuse, property

problems, witchcraft and self-defence are much more frequently

the motives for homicide. In the killings of groups of persons

or by groups of persons the factor of tribalism would become

the dominant motive. The significant number of persons killed

whilst interfering in intra-tribal quarrels not concerning

relatives is interesting, since it appears that in inter-tribal

situations there are either no quarrels, even over drink, which

is unlikely, or that when such quarrels develop, the bystanders

feel no obligation to attempt to separate the disputants. Within

the tribe, even with casual acquaintances, there is some resi

dual obligation to try and reach a compromise.
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aspects of homicide are particularly significant in the Ugandan

situation, because there is a clear difference between the

customary accepted factors precipitating non-culpable homicide

and those which the western law orientated in the courts of the

country. Whilst the police concentrate on the perpetrator, the

victim of ten shapes and moulds the crimina1 84 individually,

either directly,69 particularly in the wife-and-husband dispute

or drunken quarrel, or indirectly by being alone on a path at

night 39 or caught in a situation of inter-tribal animosity.19

The victim in this sense can also be a cornrnunity which provides

a situation encouraging homicide - a criminogenic situation.

Most of the traditional type of c ornrnun i t y was designed to fit

into the local ecological and social situation at a particular

time in history. Circumstances have now changed, particularly

in the social, political and economic fields, so that the

ecology of the area alone remains appropriate to the distribu

tion of houses and their occupants. This distribution occurred

when tribal authorities were strong ly organised, the presence

of strangers very infrequent and when an overall conception of

what was right and wrong was not only known and accepted by the

majority but enforced by them at alllevels of society.

As these conditions have changed, the situation is criminogenic

with wide ly dispersed houses in the main constructed of insecure

materials, inhabited by farnilies who feel little effective

obligation to their neighbours, of whom they are just as suspi

cious as of the relatively new supra-tribal government and eco

mic organisations with whom they are unwilling to store their

money. Wealth, moreover, is now counted in money rather than

prestige and property; it is easy to hide from friends and rela

tives but equally easy to steal.

So it is that in the Bantu and Nilo-Hamitic communities there

is a situation encouraging crime, whilst there has been no

radical re-organisation of the law and order elements in custo

mary society to cope with this situation, other than thief

lynching, which is actively discouraged by both the police and
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the courts. The attitude of the public to the efforts of the

police is quite clear,104 since the police are mor e constrained

by the provisions of the law, particularly as regards evidence,

than by any questions of inadequate establishment or lack of

scientific and detection ability or training.

Without any discussion on the nature of justice, it can be seen

that the law in this situation is a very narrow filter through

which only a minority of crime can be expected to pass. The

government and the agencies of law and order beneath its cover

in effect say that they will deal with crime, provided that the

people produce the legal circumstances which would enable them

to act. The government defines itself out of being able to help

the people to control crime.

Whilst it is correct that the Government has a possibly neces

sary high standard of justice, they do not wish the community

to take on any organised crime control. This has been possible

in Tanzania with the Youth League of the only political party,

but it would not be possible in Uganda, where there is no

effective and dominant political party interacting with the

oligarchy in power. Thus, a situation arises in which the police

act against criminals who have committed what the local community

accepts as crimes and who also act in an exactly similar way

against members of these same communities who assault thieves

or suspected thieves in the absence of even a reasonable pre

tence at adequate police control of all but a minority of rural

and per i-urban areas.

Throughout this series of homicide cases the killing of thieves

or suspected thieves, whether over money, property or cattle,

has been the dominant motive outside the more usual family

quarrels precipitating homicide. Property values are no longer

restricted to the enlargement of social relationships and its

use has opened up enormously what the individual can enjoy for

himself alone, either for pleasure or to protect himself as an

individual from the misfortunes for which his traditional family

system is no longer adequate. Property and more particularly

money is the key to the better life and he reacts violently to
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any attempt to deprive him of his personal possessions.

In this situation the killers of thieves or suspected thieves

receive sentences for manslaughter (Table 48) in a manner which

does not distinguish between what they consider to be a rea

sonable reaction to the prevalence of theft and cases in which

their ideas of culpable homicide coincide with those of the

police. The details tabled by the police themselves are almost

a better inditement of the inadequacy of western-type concep

tions of justice than any sociological analysis. Out of 87 cases

in which the owner has killed in defence of or to regain his

property, 64% or 74% went to prison. The cases l16 in which the

decisions coincide much more with the demands of traditional

life and the legal system practised by the courts are rather

rare. The situation is better when individuals are brought to

cour t for killing thieves or suspected thieves af ter they have

been arrested or pursued by a crowd, as only 52% received prison

sentences, including four sentences of death, but it is probable

that this figure is much mor e the result of the inadequacy of

the evidence than any more lenient view taken by the courts.

The criminogenic situation of the ca tt le owning tribes in

northern Uganda appears to be of a total ly different nature to

that of the Bantu agriculturai tribes. Crime, particularly

homicide, is not so much the result of social and economic

change as of ecological conditions, which, if they have changed

at all, may vlell have got worse rather than better. This area

is sparsely grassed and watered, with frequent local and area

droughts resulting in the deaths of much stock. Cattle theft is

a means of restocking losses from a bad season from another

community which has too many cattle for them to guard adequately.

Similarly revenge raids are a means of asserting dominance over

an area permitting expansion for grazing and watering.

In this situation the lack of coincidence between the government~s

law and the people~s tribal conceptions is not one of the former~s

inability to prevent theft but its inability or unwillingness to

change the ecological factors which more or less force the

cattle-men into raiding and counter-raiding. This inability
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arises from the very difficult problem of changing the ecology

by building up water supplies, enforcing the reduction of stock

to numbers which coincide with the grass available, the provi

sion of adequate and successful veterinary services and a con

venient and economically viable cattle-buying scheme, combined

with some recognition that the solution to the cattle-men-s

social problems does not lie in attempting to stabilise their

lives as if they were errant agriculturalists. The government-s

unwillingness to attempt such changes comes from its tacit

assumption that the cattle-men are second-class citizens and

that primary attention should be given to the voting and

politicallyaware Bantu and lJilotic agriculturalists, on whom

the present structure of government is based almost exclusively.

The government shows some awareness of the extent of this

problem by its para-military action, which are not shown in

existing understated homicide figures. 106 RepoLts of 400 and

more raiders 44 suggested the complexity of their powers of

organisation in bringing such numbers together at the raiding

point, when each man carries only weapons and no supplies. Also

the raider can become a non-raider by hiding his weapons or his

tracks on rocky ground. The solution to such cases is not a

police problem, since nothing can be detected nor cases solved

without evidence which few are prepared to give, except to pre

cipitate the police into offensive action against their tradi

tional enemies, which they will reinforce later by aretaliatory

raid v/hen the circlli~stances are propitious and the police clse

where. Essentially the attempt to en force the law is made by a

punitive expedition with seizure of cattle from the communities

concerned. Since a shortage of ca tt le - the one essential ingre

dient in their lives which makes them worth living - was probably

the cause of the raid originally, such seizures would appear to

precipitate the penalised community into planning further raids

as soon as possible.

The nature of premeditation accepted by the courts is much

narrower than would be accepted in a sociological analysis,

particularly in the area of conditional circumstances. 85 The

individual in any traditional society is brought up to accept
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certain circumstances as entitling him to kill; in that sense

they are premeditated, since, if the victim and offender come

together in these circumstances, at the least there will be an

attempted homicide, even though the charge in court might be

grievous bodily harm, without any attempt to assign a motive.

There appear to be three distinct areas of preconditioned pre

meditation - catching one's wife and her lover in sexual inter

courseli or a thief in the act of stealing87 and even the

slightest provocation from a member of cert~in tribal communities

with whom there has been traditional animosity.108

There are also problems in considering premeditation when the

victim appears to have precipitated his own death. 86 Reference

has already been made to the inter-tribal raid and the sub

sequent counter-attack l8 and there was also the occasional

retributive killing,107 but no homicides appear to have occurred

as a result of feuds between particular families or lineages.

In other cases there are immediate role reversals, particularly

with wives refusing to comply with their husbands' demands,

principally sexual, or reacting to their husbands' violence. 69

Homicide can also occur whilst trying to escape from the violence

of a relative. 92 Lastly, there are numerous cases in which the

victim went to rob87 or to commit another illegal act 94b and got

killed in the act by chance, accident or unforeseen circumstances.

The question of provocation, resting, as it does, on the doctrine

of the reasonable man, is particularly liable to culturai bias,

but it has been ruled that "the question of provocation is

ordinarily one of fact".lll In such circurnstances fact remains

a plain question of judicial interpretation in the absence of

skilled evidence on the nature of traditional and existing

tribal attitudes to provocation. It is doubtful if the Uganda

High Court would accept a plea in mitigation on grounds related

to personal honour or the obligation of the inter-tribal feud

which under many tribal mores might make a man feel compelled

to kill in vindication.
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Even allowing for theinfluence of the assessors, the judges

during this period Were all western-trained and of western

origins and social practice. Their conception of provocatian is

almost certainly related to what they themselves believe to be

reasonable provocation and, with the exception of witchcraft,

cannot be assumed to coincide with traditional ideas. Even

witchcraft is not regarded as sufficient provocatian by its

very nature, since it is one of the principal factors towhich

civil officers are required to pay attention in-their recommenda

tians to the Read of State for commutation of or the carrying

out of the death sentence. 109 Rowever, witchcraft is something

which has clearly emtered inta the minds of the judges concerned

in such cases (Table 49), since only one case out of the 15 in

this series received a sentence of more than four years~imprison

ment 91 and a high proportion were acquitted. It is suggested

that the judicial cognisance of witchcraft is not balanced by

any understanding of its nature, since there is no distinction

between activities for evil or moral ends, which in most

societies are distinguished by different terms. This tolerance

probably comes from a feeling that the people involved have no

ability to evaluate such situations logicallyor, in other words,

have a childish meniality which makes them easily influenced by

such superstitions. It takes no account of the social situation

of which the alleged witchcraft is a manifestation and defines

the African mentality in these respects as something to be

tolerated judicially. Witchcraft in fact is a trigger word

which turns most judges into something approaching the tolerant

amateur anthropologist.

The fact that the judges sit with assessors is a valuable method

of providing them with local information on traditional customs,

but the assessors in any case cannot force the judge to take a

particular view, as the English jury is empowered to do, and in

consequence the judges, provided they can rationalise their

views in a judgment subject to the appelate jurisdictionof

judges with similar training and origins, must utilise the

social conceptions of their own national and class origins.

Same provocatians seem to receive automatic leniency from the
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courts. Both the prisoners who committed homicide in connection

with hornosexual attacks in prison76 received ~ix-month sentences

running concurrently with the sentence which they were already

serving. Killing in defence of one~s mother who wasbeing

beatenllO is accepted as provocat~on, but then so is killing a

mother who would not stop beating the offender~s brother and

sister. 113

Killing of an adultererlll or wife caught in the act: 1 is of ten

thought to be provocation, but such cases (Table 49) in this

series show that, even when the police have recorded that such

provocation existe4, the courts have sentenced the offenders to

considerable periods of imprisonment and in one case to death

formurder. 112 The courts, however, have ruled that the concept

of adultery as provocation can extend to any permanent union. aa

It is difficult from this series of cases to distinguish whether

adultery has any special position as provocation which would be

followed by some mitigation of sentence.The law would rule that

the reduction of the charge from murder to manslaughter is the

acceptance of the principle of provocation and that the sentence

can only be related to the circumstances of each case. Be that

as it may, it is doubtful whether the judges have any imagina

tive conception of situations which might constitute provoca~

tion in Ugandan marital life. 10, 60, ~g The apparent differences

in the judicial mentality which produced sentences of seven

years~ imprisonment for killing a wife who was gossipping about

her husband~s dirtiness 96 and 12 months for killing a wife who

had thrown curry Powder in her husband~s eyes when both were

drunk 97 stress these culturai differences.

However, it is postulated that homicides for which there is a

background of adultery receive sirnilar sentences in aggregate

to those sentenced for non-sexual quarrels, and that therefore

it is not regarded as a particularly provocative situation. In

the sub-sample (Table 49) 44% and 53% of the husbands convicted

for the homicide of an adulterer or wife caught in the act

received sentences of more than four years~ imprisonment, whilst

quarrels of a non-sexual nature precipitating a killing by the
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husband had 50% of comparable severe sentences. Homicides occa

sioned by sexual jealousy without any specific act of adultery

resulted in 86% receiving sentences of over four years' imprison

ment.

TJ"s unusual bias in sentences is shown particularly in the four

cases in which wives were killed in quarrels over their failure

to cook food l14 and over domestic matters concerning the husband

and/or children, for which they received sentences of six, (2)

18 months (2) and four years'(2) imprisonment only.

In comparison, the accused in cases in which convictions were

obtainedl15 for which the records showed that the quarrel was

started by the wife refusing to have sexual intercourse with her

husband received heavier sentences of 18 months, 2 1/2 years,

three years, four years and seven years.

Whilst drunkemEss is not an excuse in law for committing an

illegal act, it has of ten been suggested that it is taken into

account by the judiciary in mitigation of sentenee on the grounds

that the offender was not fully rational at the time of the

offence. It is not unreasonable to suggest that homicide when

sober and homicide when drunk should not receive the same sen

tence if the circumstances are comparable and that the drunk

offender might receive some reduction of sentenee on this account.

The police, however, and the judiciary undoubtedly believe that

the drinking of aleohol provides a criminogenic situation, and

that the latter are under an obligation to the state to penalise

drunkenness, since the charge has been reduced from murder to

manslaghter. Details of sentences imposed seem to suggest that

they distinguish between the killing of wives (Table 50) and

inter-personal homicides (Table 51) when under the influence of

aleohol.

In the former cases 46% received sentences of more than four

years' imprisonment when the offender was drunk in comparison

with 53% when the husband was not drunk, which would suggest a

more permissive attitude to the drunken husband than in the
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societies from which the judiciary themselves come. In the inter

personal homicides 47% of the drunken offenders received senten

ces of more than four years' imprisonment, as compared with 33%

when no alcohol was involved.

The factors reducing murder to manslaughter do not rest entirely

on the assessment of provocation but on the agreement of the

accused to change a plea of not guilty to murder in many cases

to a plea of guilty to the lesser charge. Since the accused are

defended by lawyers at the Government's expense, it is sa fe to

assume that they do this on legal advice, but the similarity of

such pleas 95 suggests that there is an element of formalism in

~Ihich the accused is manipulated without himself having any

reasoned understanding of the issues.

On the assessment of a sub-sample (Table 52), apart from any

consideration of getting an acquittal, the sentences following

conviction of more than four years' imprisonment following a

plea of guilty are substantially light at 22% (those following

a plea of not guilty were 45%). Since the lawyer has reached an

assessment of his client's chances from the reading of the

evidence given at the preliminary enquiry into the charge, it

would appear that the plea of guilty gave results beneficial to

them.

The act of killing occurring in the heat of passion following

provocation is an important element in reducing murder to mans

laughter, but there are considerable variations in interpreta

tion. The possibly premeditated killing of a friend who made a

convict's wife pregnant during his imprisonment93 was more

leniently dealt with than when the husband killed his wife in

the act of adultery.94a Two cases of men who killed friends who

had been "backbiting" themll7 received 2 1/2 years' imprisonment.

There seem to be grounds for an hypothesis that rational passion

would receive a lower sentence than circumstances ~lich real ly

involve the pure heat of passion to the extent of being un

controllable. In an example of the latter,118 in which the

accused was quite uncontrollable at the time of killing his

wife and her lover and for sometime afterwards, the accused
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received 12 years' imprisonment, the equivalent of a commuted

death sentence. The final ingredient in acceptable provocation

is that the provocation and the killing should be close in time,ffi

but this does not apply,90 even in serious provocation, when

the two events are separated by a few hours during the one night.

In conclusion, apart from the cattle and inter-tribal raids of

the cattle people, there is a remarkable absence of premeditated

homicide amongst the solved cases. 8hots out of the dark may be

planned homicide, but, in the abSence of evidence to that effect,

it is not posSible to rule out a much more immediate situation,

involving some element of provocation. Homicide occurs, but not

frequently, in connection with robbery and it is not possible

to be certain that in this type of dyadic situation the victims

did not resist the robbers or in the face of such superior force

refused to disclose the whereabouts of their valuables. There

are numerous examples of people harbouring grudges and killing

their victims in an attempt to solvetheir problems, but the act

of killing seemed to be very dependent on a particular set of

circumstances which the killer could not have anticipated.

The absence of premeditation is shöwn in the little effort which

is made to hide the crime. Changing the evidence to make it look

like suiCide,lOOblaming a~other person,98 hiding the body in

the forest,99 or throwing it into a latrine lOl or the lakel02

occurred in a small minority of the cases on which details are

available. In the solved cases the usual reactions of the

accused are to surrender to the authorities or to run away,

which does not suggest much premeditation.
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DISCUSSION OF SOM E IMPLICATIONS OF THE RESULTS

Absence of technological control. Outside the towns technO

logical progress will have had little effect on the homicide

rata. The police are rarely, if ever, on the scene shortly af ter

the homicide; Western urban police torces oftan aim at being on

the scene of an incident within two minutes of receiving the

report. This is not possible in Dganda.

If someone has been injured, transport has to be arranged, of ten

by porter and certainly this is unlikely to be immediate. Only

a minority of these cases will get to a qualified doctor; most

will getto a medical assistant or dresser with low professionaI

qualifications hut considerable practical experience which may

include some knowledge of surgical repairs. In any case the drug

treatment available is likely to be limited as weIl as the

possibility of blood transfusions. The nursing facilities are

also unlikely to be good enough for any degree of intensive

care. Survival in such cases depends on individual stamina.

Any extension of the police system depends basically on finance

and the amount which a developing country can be prepared to

spend on crime prevention is severely limited. Such work is not

seen as having any major bearing on existing development or its

future prospects, For the same reason a complex communication

network is not an immediate possibility irrespective of any

development of the public's sense of obligation to report

offenders and offences.

In the absence of any discernable relationshipbetween this

high rate of homicide and unusual weapons, it is probable that

there is no system of arms controI which could substantially

reduce the rate. Even if the country was not substantially

agricultural, if someone wants to kill another, there can never

be any shortage of means and methods tö achieve that end. If

weapons alone were the criterion of high homicide rates then

there would be no area in the world without such rates. My own

kitchen contains 47 knives a far higher number than can be

expected in all but a very small minority of Ugandan households.
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Community controi in urban areas. In terms of homicide cases,

the criminogenic forces seem to be concentrated in the country

side. During this year there were no homicide cases in Kampala

and only one in Mbale. Whilst this reflects to a limited degree

the population distribution, it is also the result of the

depopulation of these tOVlnS at night by industrial workers

leaving for the night on foot or by bicycle or bus.

The police are concentrated in the urban areas for reasons of

both politics and economics where there is a widespread tele

phone communication system and wireless carrying patrol cars.

In such a detribalised area the police are less of an alien

imposition and symbolise the new conception of non-tribal

central government and for this reason the people may be willing

to use the police more than in the country. There are also

hospitals, ambulances and doctors immediately available and the

comparable urban "homicides" f<lay have their lives saved by

surgical repair, blood transfusions and shock treatment.

The disadvantages of town living in Europe and America may be

classed as advantages by migrating Africans and thus keep them

more contented than in the countryside. There is freedom from

gerontocratic control, some personal independence brought by

their earnings however small, the availability of unattached

women and the observational excitements from sport, parades,

political meetings, markets and shops. Frustration may not be a

major factor as the young er generation are moving from such

conditions rather than into them and there is also the absence

of ghetto conditions since the high density housing areas are

near to the towns and not markedly segregated.

Violence as a catalyst. Whilst sport in the form of association

football is both popular and common, it remains the only form

of new institutionalised violence available in Uganda. Occasional

violence from the spectators does occur but is not yet a serious

problem except that it appears to be confined to the more

institutionalised games between widely publicised teams and

caused mainly by juveniles. In general it appears to be related
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as elsewhere to specific incidents such as those involving the

referee and to both traditional and tribal animosities and to

a new rivalry between schools.

It is difficult in these existing circumstances to suggest that

sport is a catalyst for suppression of other social relation

ships. It is not apparent that this violence in sport is

consistantly precipitated by outside conditions or that the

comparative violence of sport which is obviously considerably

less vicious than the criminal violence present in the country,

spreads outside the field of sport. Violence in sport cannot be

considered a catalyst which has any relationship to existing

social violence.

Mob action against suspected criminals. Where mobs take direct

action against criminals, those concerned consider themselves

to be law-enforcers. There is no sense of solidarity with the

police since they are not at the start of the event, remove

both the victim and accused from the scene and often intersperse

themselves between the suspect and those who wish to attack him.

Also with a tiered system of courts in which the majority of

cases are dealt with in the lower courts where the police are

not represented and may not even be informed of the case~s

result, there can be little sense of achievement from aggressive

patrolling, immediate convictions and the recording of con

fessions and such publicity as occurs will be very local and

not of a nature to deter mab reactions.

Nothing appears to be knm,m about the structure of these

killing mobs. They are not apparently composed of women and

there are not the Western type circle of the curious, sight

seers and newspaper and television reporters, surrounding the

nucleus of active men and the closely aiding and abetting crowd.

There is only the presence of a supportive audience which is

almost certainly entirely local, not really "the classic"

spectators for violence who would not use violence themselves

but enjoy seeing it in the mass media or in sporting events.
119b
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Absence of criminological research. During the period of study,

police enquiries were related to reported offences and not to

research into possible trends and causes of crime. Police

estimates submitted to the central government were unsupported

by possible crime and population estimates on which other

departments based their planning. As a result of this the

police could be considered to be permanently under a disad

vantage since the ratio of police to population and, therefore,

crime was always widening.

Their inability or unwillingness to estimate future trends

particularly of homicide, maybe a combination of unsubstantiated

suspicions that there is an overlarge factor of unreported

homicides, possibly doubling the repor ted rate which would be

an aspertion on the political and administrative competence of

the government rather than on their own efficiency and hamper

their relationships with the government on which they are

dependent for financial aid.

The police are also hindered in their attitude to the high

homicide rate by their inability to suggest political solutions.

Cattle raiding has essentially ecological origins and the reduc

tion of the high rate in cattle areas is unlikely to be affected

by post-offence positive action by para-military armed police.

There were also the suspicious factors in the existing rate of"

an almost complete absence of homicide by poisoning. Poisoning

particularly by women must occur in more or less similar propor

tions to other countries where it is their favourite method.

This would further raise the theoretical rate whilst the virtual

absence of facilities to prove such cases in a hot climate,

would make it impossible for the police to gain convictions.

The relationship of insanity to homicide in Uganda would appear

to need some investigation. The proportion found legally insane

in Uganda seems to be about 4% which would parallel the United

States ratio of 2 to 4% but be totally different to Britain

where the rate is between 1/3 and 1/2%.125 lt is not just a

question of Luropean psychiatrists finding it difficult to
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aSSess the mental conditionsof Africans Dut the equally compli

cated one for example of a Nilotic psychiatrist dealing with a

Bantu offender. It has been concluded elsewherel26 that it is

almost impossible to eValuate insanity cross-culturally.

The absence of analcohol connection in the majority of cases

is also worth investigation. There is a correlation of course

but a similar one possibly even higher could be made for tea or

coca-cola drinking. It cannot be assumed that it directly

accounts for many cases as releasing emotions and lowering

controlover manifestations of anger, unless the figures are

related to the proportion of alcohol situations in general and

those persons~ alcohol intake.

The main factors attributed to prömoting crime in Europe and

the United States are variables which have to be eompletely

assessed and redefined. It may well be found that sueh variables

as broken homes, working and inadequate mothers, low educational

and intelligence levels, transiency, overcrowding and poverty

cannot be directly related to the Uganda situation. If there is

in fact an overall climate of violence then the government~s

attitudes to crime prevention and punishment, largely based on

Western experience asa part of the country~s colonial heritage,

would have to be re-assessed and organised on a different basis.

Comparisons with Kenya and Tanzania. East Africa has always been

regarded as an area in which there were certain homogenous

trends - a. common experience of colonial occupation with its

developments of sirnilar educational, administrative, legal,

political and economic systems aided by the same curreney, the

English language and shated transportation and postal services.

The prominence of Uganda for homicide over the other to

countries needs some comparative explanation.

No country has linguistic unity except for Tanzania perhaps

which has used kiswahiliwith increasing success as a national

language from the time of the German oecupation so perhaps

language can only be a minor contributory factor in comparison



76

to Uganda~s marked absence of functional political unity

internally.

Whilst all three countries experience the visiparous tendencies

of tribalism, Uganda alone suffers from tribal nationalism.

Small unitary states federally united under compulsion, to whom

their people look for identity. These internai animosities may

be institutionally far stronger and more widespread than the

intertribal animosities of Tanzania and the two-nation polarity

of Luo and Kikuyu in Kenya. This alone would account for some

political violence between ordinary people or between certain

police and soldiers acting in certain local situations.

Ecological pressures with inadequate water and grazing resources

will account for a high proportion of the homicides in inter

tribal competition in areas which are peripheral to the main

state with its agriculturai basis. An enormous area is involved

and the international boundaries to the north and west allow

evasion and supply and the relative ly safe building up of

animosities, whilst their tribal, political and social structure

has been largely unaitered by outside economic and political

changes. In such areas it is probable that both Uganda and

Kenya have similar rates but which will not be the case in

Tanzania where the cattle owning Masai are bounded on all sides

by agriculturai settlement and operate with in a relatively

limited area.

Economic pressures relating to the agriculturai and employed

majority of the population may be a contributory reason for the

high rate of homicide in Uganda. There has been a steady rise

in the cost of living in the terms of what makes life reasonable

as opposed to just existing. The approach and reality of in

dependence may not have brought the benefits anticipated.

Certainly in Kenya independence created many new opportunities,

particularly in land holding which was not available to Africans

previously, whilst in Tanzania the main tribal groups have

enjoyed rising standards of living by using up their capital of

unoccupied land or by tribal economic self-government through

their political controi of co-operative marketing.
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Uganda has not had these advantages even if they may only be

classified as temporary ones and as well its distance from the

sea contributes to an unfavourable trading position for its

primary products. European economic success may well be

explained away in racial terms and Ganda success in property,

land owning and money within Buganda alone much less outside

its boundaries makes for a different type and quality of rest

lessness and jealousy, and of course along with the other two

countries, it has the progressive difficulty of large numbers

of unemployed school-leavers.

This last problem is particularly troublesome as it has not

been qualified by any existing political ideology for the new

generation or by any grass roots political structure which

would give a measure of employment and hope to the activists.

In such states there is always a connection between political

activity and a fringe of petty crime related to extortion,

assault, intimidation and peculation. During this period there

was no single partyexisting to animate and inspire youth except

in opposition to another party, a feuding situation in which

there was little hierarchial controI of activists. There was no

youth organisation and indeed there were no ideological convic

tions carrying appeal at alllevels since there was no political

structure to carry them.

Violence and the police. General duty police in their usual day

to day work are not armed and violent situations if possible,

are handled by special police who have para-military weapons,

training and organisation so that the former do not have a

violent image in the sense of man-handling suspects in public

or being responsible for ending riots by more than implied

violence.

The country has a climate of socially condoned violence of which

the police are a part and it cannot afford to change this

climate even if it saw any point in doing so. The violent treat

ment of the suspected criminal and the powerlessness of the

general public has already been described and it would be
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unreasonable to suggest that such violence does not extend to

the police from time to time. Such incidents are occasioned not

so much by public indifference as by the fact that alternative

methods are not yet a part of their contemporary social

conscience.

The government in this respect cannot be expected to go too far

beyond the weight of public opinion whether this is aggressively

or passively expressed. It cannot afford a high standard of

justice in view of the general condition of the country which

makes the implicationof violence a political necessity for

national unity. They cannot af förd it for reasons of economics

as high standards would certainly mean more personnel and

equipment for longer periods of training and for the necessary

judicial processes to support such an ideal of justice.

The nature of the administrative structure also tends towards

violence. Basically the tax structure is based on people rather

than property so that pressure for tax collection means the

persuit and capture of people rather than property. The pursuit

of the tax defaulter for very small sums is a major administra

tive activity.

Certainly the public condones violence; it is difficult to

think that this is not so when at public ceremonies the Police

and Prison Commissioners are seated as Very Important Persons.

Basically the police and the people are neither more not less

violent than each other and that public opinion is not averse to

violent treatment of offenders and suspects. This is also shewn

in the general view that crimes of personal violence are viewed

as less serious than crimes against personal property, and they

appear to be willing to tolerate the current rate of homicide

when it is not connected with robbery.

Influence of mass media. In a country with a limited number of

literates, fantasy violence in literature can have had no

influence. Certainly violence is present in the cinema but the

influence of cowboy and crime films on European audiences is not
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clear, so that to attribute an African crime rate even partially

to films would at this stage appear to be quite unwarranted.

Also cinemas are few and far between, only situated in the

towns and relatively expensive, so that they can only be an

influence on a much smaller range of audiences than in the

Western world at the height of the cinema era.

The newspapers have a limited circulation and their material is

not sensationally.presented. There are few pictures usually of

a social nature and where violence is depicted it will usually

have been in a European or American setting, probably concerned

with race relations, and this and other Uganda criminal statis

tics show almost minimal inter-racial violence.

Both the wireless and television programmes are under covert

government control and contain no violent material. The televi

sion which has only recently started with limited audience may

possibly be an influence in the future but cannot have had any

bearing on this homicide rate. Thus it can be concluded that

mass media has no influence on the existing degree of violence

in public life.

Cultural ambivalence. The extent of violence in Uganda may be

due to a partially unexpressed ideology of the past. Things were

better before the Europeans came and in that not-so-distant past

the younger men had a positive role in defence and were not

closely integrated into direct economic life. Idols of that time

will have been the warrior as a killer of men and wild animals

for which only the latter survives of ten still illustrated in

folk dances.

The enormous popularity of the Western film and loud support in

the cinema for the cowboy as aviolent killer of ten of Red

Indians, for whom it might have been pre-supposed they would

have had some automatic sympathy as coloured peoples resisting

colonialism, maybe explicable as a continuation of the

historical idol. l20
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There are certainly no passivist idols on which the public can

model themselves either historicallyor in contemporary life.

If the war gods of the past have gone, they have been replaced

by the modern ones of the military regime outside the country

and the tacit importance of the army within the country as a

force essentiaI to the maintenance of the state. Subsequent to

the completion of this study, the Uganda government settled the

problem of Buganda separation by force which involved the

occupation of the Mengo palace and the flight of the Kataka.

Gossip connected with this event was of ten connected with and

favourable to the principle figures involved in the violence,

the army commander a Nilo-Hamitic the Kabaka a Bantu and

f bl t h P , " 'f' 128un avoura e o t e rlme Mlnlster as a passlve 19ure.

The ideology of the freedom fighter in the struggle for indepen

dence is common currency as a necessary part of public life even

when there has been no fighting at all for freedom as in Uganda

- retrospective justification in violent terms. Also it occurs

in situations outside the country where it has been almost

universally suggested as a solution for economic, social and

political problems.

It is not only the language of violence in reference to external

matters on which these people can have no direct concern or

possibility of influencing which can be understood by everyone

through mass media but its extension into other fields. Their

efforts to improve their lives in essentially non-violent fields,

are couched in violent language - the war on want is an ambi

valent phrase for Europeans in which the semantic usage does not

suggest much connection between killing and famine relief. In

Uganda the use of the word 'war' in such a socio-economic

context, may have much less ambivalence and be thought of in

terms of at least subconscious violence.

Thus there may have been a period of culturaI ambivalence between

past and future violence in which the social trends of Western

orientated political systems were at variance with those of the

culturaI ethos of the people as a whole. In such a situation so

called criminal violence is understandable and until and unIess

the nature of violence against the law is redefined in conformity
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to this culturaI ethos, its quantity can Le expected to increase

rather than decline.

The creation of violent individuals. It can thus Le postulated

that this degree of violence culminating in homicide is not new

to Uganda. Recent history prior to the advent of colonialism

was violent and the British protectorate has only been an inter

regnum. The present high rate of homicide may represent no more

than a reversion to a previously acceptable total of violence

and these homicides except for Karamojong, express this same

violence in a new culturaI form.

It seems unlikely that there have been any radical changes in

the personal i ty structure of the Ugandan individual; he is still

brought up largely in an environrnent of love from a group of

relatives rather than from his biological parents alone. However

there is a possible change in the nature of the child~s upbring

ing which cuts him free from traditional controls whilst still

leaving him with a residue of violence as a sanction free from

affection. A good child is still described as one who obeys but

the father is no longer able to totally controI the chi Id as in

the past - he can leave and get work.

The sanction of a beating is no longer an ultimate sanction

balanced by affection and economic advantages. The teacher still

thinks in these categories and uses the only sanction which is

culturally acceptable to him; so much so that the East African

schoOl-boy121 classifies overwhelmingly the good and bad

teachers as those who do not or do beat. The child who has had

any primary education may weIl have a stereotype of inter

personal violence which is not related to affection and not

imposed with any underlying idea of an ultimate or even very

serious sanction.

It is also possible that the relationship between husband and

wife may now perrnit more violence than would be allowed in

traditional situations where each spouse is not so much answer

able to each other as to the under social groups of which they
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are members. The beating of wives within reason has always been

tolerated in traditional society but the growth of individual

choice and lessening family controI may yet again have increased

the amount of violence expressed in marriage and consequently

visible to the growing chiId.

There may thus be a widespread attitude that one can expect

violence from those in authority either in government, education

or society, which is not balanced by social controls seen by

them to be reasonable and its use justified.

Physical aggression can also of ten be seen as a demonstration

of masculinity and toughness backed by historical preconceptions

and contemporary social practice. It is possible to postulate in

other cultures122 that there would be class differences in the

expressions of aggression with the lower class children more

likely to experience corporal punishment than middle class ones.

There is however little to suggest that violence is confined to

a criminal class or to particular social circumstances with

which certain types of persons are habitually associated. This

view is supported by a division between premeditated, felonious,

intended, planned and rationaI homicides and those co~itted

during a state of passion as a result of intent to do harm but

without any specific intention to kill; possibly only 5% of

these cases could be put in the first category. Uganda has kept

criminal records for many years but there does not seem to be

many criminals with the multiple convictions which are so of ten

seen in British court records. Indeed there are some but the

criminal records disclosed in cases which have come to convic

tion do not showapattern of repetitive criminality - perhaps

it can be suggested that they are ordinary Ugandans caught up

in culturally supported acts which the central governrnent's

laws prohibit.

The dominant class in Uganda has not developed over a long

period of time - most of its members have less than a decade to

experience and develop a set of social behaviours identifiably

different than from social groupings in which they originated.
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Upward mobility has been very quick and rarely demonstrates the

value of upholding non-violent virtues.

Thus in moral attitudes Uganda can be expected to be very

uniform and the theory of differential association123 does not

seem to be applicable. There is little in recent Ugandan poli

tical history which does not suggest that violence - direct or

implied - is not the major method to obtain and establish power

and privilege.

There also seems little future for any theory of a sub-culture

of violence to explain the Uganda situation. 124 There is no

sub-cul ture of violence which is total ly different from and

totally in conflict with the national society of which it is a

part except perhaps Karamojong, but that area is so socially,

politically and economically distinct that its inclusion in the

country might weIl be classed as a political abstraction.

The association of maleness and traditionally permitted violence

also needs some qualification. The younger males are certainly

better equipped for physical aggression but the Uganda figures

do not support such an assumption. The older male maybe more

aggressive 127 defending positions, real or implied, which he

must lose by virtue of his increasing age; this must depend on

some sort of publicity which would be absent in the secretive

deliberate murder.

There is some evidence that a developing change in women#s

roles may lead to homicide, particularly shown in homicides

occuring in or near bars. In Buganda where the women for many

years have done less field work because of the presence of

enormous nurnbers of annual and permanent immigrants from

Tanzania, Ruanda and Burundi, there seems to be less homicide

involving women, but elsewhere where such changes in role have

not worked and changes in the role of women are anticipated on

the side of women and resented by men, there is more inter-sex

homicide.
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Table l. Murders in ~_nda 1960 to 1964 by administrative d_istri~.

19G0 1961 1962 1963 1964

District
~~~t~:~~~n~

Murders Rate per Estimated Murders Rate per Estimated Murders Rate per Estimated Murders Rate per Estimated Murders Rate pe
100,000 population 100,000 population 100,000 population 100,000 population 100,000

Meng~ 1,333,725 153 11.47 1,372,571 155 11.29 1,424,366 200 14 .04 1,463,213 233 15.92 1,515,008 281 18.54

Masaka 453,385 32 7.0 466,590 55 Il. 78 484,198 57 11.77 497,403 64 12.86 515,010 63 12.23

Mubende-e - - - - - - 111,947 27 24.11 115,910 8 6.9

Busoga 673,717 28 4.15 693,532 63 9.08 713,347 111 15.56 726,557 64 8.00 746,372 36 4.82

Mbale 270,739 65 24.0 278,625 41 14.71 283,882 53 18.66 291,767 67 22.96 299,653 45 15.01

Tororo 340,054 17 4.99 343,388 15 4.36 350,056 12 3.42 356,724 4 1.12 360,057 7 1.94

Teso 458,008 75 16.37 462,543 50 10.8 467,078 54 11.56 476,147 65 17.85 480,682 63 13.1

Toro 337,903 22 6.51 368,327 20 5.42 375,277 16 4.26 385,701 23 5.96 396,126 47 11.86
Bunyoro 128,143 6 4.G8 130,681 5 3.82 131,950 6 6.06 134,487 13 9.66 135,756 12 8.83
K1gezi 503,312 12 2.38 513,181 6 1.16 523,050 6 1.14 532,919 10 1.87 542,78B 20 3.68
Anko1e 540,306 23 <1.25 556,197 17 3.05 572,088 10 1. 74 587,980 17 2 ~ 89 603,871 16 2.98
Acholi 291,240 24 8.24 299, B06 18 6.0 308,372 35 11.34 316,938 37 11.67 325,504 19 5.83
Lange 360 t 001 6 1.66 370,590 16 4.31 381,178 7 L83 391,766 10 2.55 402,355 8 1.98

West Nile 391,604 9 2.29 403,122 15 3.72 410,800 5 1,21 422,318 9 2.13 429,997 14 3.25

Karamoja 175,383 57 32.5 182,261 96 52.67 187,420 53 28.27 192,578 86 44.65 199,456 70 35.09

Total 6,359,561 529 8.31 6,546,427 572 8.73 6,721,837 627 9.32 6, 8a8, 445 749 10.87 7,068,545 711 10.05

~ Combining the admin1strative distr1cts of Kampa1a City, Ell.st and Hest Mengo and Mubende.

E. Mubende was only creai;ed a separate district in 1963 as a resu1t of the "los_t countles"

dispute, having previously formad part of Buganda.

~ According to rates of growth suggested in the Government of Uganda"s Report on the 1959 Census.

ex>
U1
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Table 2. Distribution of reported homicides by counties.
-~""-----

No. of Rate Population
crimes (100Os)

L Mengo l Kyaddondo 9 3.77 239
2 Busiro 36 24.1 150
3 Singo 49 27.7 177
4 Mawokota 14 14.5 96
5 Butambala 4 8.48 47
6 Gomba 12 19.01 63
7 Busujju 17 50.5 34
8 Kyaggvle 87 27.04 322
9 Buvuma Nil 00.00 3

10 Buruli 53 194.9 27
11 Bulemezi 56 21.9 256
12 Bugerere 35 34.1 102

2. Masaka 13 Ssese Nil 00.00 6
14 Mawogola 7 17.9 39
15 Kabula l 10.3 10
16 Koki 4 11.9 34
17 Buddu 75 17.5 427

3. Mubende 18 Buwekula 6 14.2 42
19 Bagangazzi 5 19.3 26
20 Buyaga 8 16.6 48

4. Busoga 21 Bugabula 22 10.59 208
22 Bugweri 2 4.6 43
23 Bukoli 6 9.19 65
24 Bulamogi 4 6.84 59
25 Busihi 2 2.72 73
26 Butembe 21 13.94 151
27 Kigulu 6 7.86 76
28 Luuka 9 12.53 72

5. Mbale 29 Sebei 16 28.4 56
30 Central 20 23.8 84
31 North 37 28.2 131
32 South 18 13.7 131
33 Mbale l 8.12 12

6. Tororo 34 Budaka 27 31. 3 86
35 Bunyule 7 13.2 53
36 Pallisa 10 12.14 83
37 Samia 6 8.5 70
38 Tororo 5 8.6 58
39 West Budarna 7 8.7 80

7. Teso 40 Arnuria 25 35.59 70
41 Bukedea 14 24.8 57
42 Kaberarnaido 8 15.56 51
43 Kurni 10 14.8 67
44 Ngora 3 6.5 46
45 Serere 11 17.5 63
46 Soroti 20 30.7 65
47 Usuku 10 17.47 57

8. Bunyoro 48 Bugahya 9 14.6 62
49 Bujenje 2 5.5 36
50 Buruli 6 24.0 25
51 Kibanda 6 44.7 13

9. Kigezi 52 Bufumbira 3 2.86 105
53 Kinkizi 3 4. 79 63
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Table 2. (Cont. )

No. of Rate Population
crirnes (100Os)

54 Ndervla 8 6.07 132
55 Rubanda 4 5.3 75
56 Ruhiga 4 4.49 89
57 Ruzihurnbura 7 8.8 79

10. Ankol~ 58 Bukl'leju Nil 00.00 24
59 Bunyaruguru 3 18.39 16
60 Igara 5 4.47 112
61 Isingiro 10 25.0 40
62 Kajara 5 5;39 93
63 Kasjaro 11 23.1 48
64 Nya bashezi 2 1.4 Hl
65 Mitorna 3 6.75 45
66 Rl'larnpara 10 7.9 126
67 Sherna 8 8.8 91

ll. Acholi 68 Agago 3 6.1 49
69 ASvla 11 18.2 60
io Chua 7 11. 8 59
71 Kilak 11 16.8 65
72 Larnvle 5 12.3 41
73 Ornoro 6 11. 7 51

12. Lango 74 Eruti 7 6.5 107
75 Kioga 2 5.9 34
76 Kl'lania l 3.0 33
77 Maruzi 2 7.2 28
78 Moroto 5 5.9 84
79 Oyarn 9 11. 8 76
99 Dokol0 3 7.5 40

13. West Nile 80 East Madi 2 7.6 26
81 West Madi 3 9.4 32
82 Aringa l 2.1 46
83 Ayivu 13 22.69 57
84 Jonarn l 3.5 28
85 Koboko 2 8.1 25
86 Madi 7 22.15 32
87 Maracha 5 9.3 53
88 Okoro 5 4.7 106
89 Terego 3 6.2 48
90 Vurra 4 13. O 31

14. Toro 91 Bunyanga 38 64.0 59
92 Burahya 11 13.6 80
93 Busongora 30 34.49 87
94 Bl'larnba 10 14.8 67
95 Kibale 3 14.6 21
96 Kyaka 3 14.5 21
97 Ml'lenge 9 14.8 61

15. Kararnoja 98 Overall 89 45.0 198



88

Table 3. Time w~~n the a11eg~~~ffences oc~urred.

Between dusk and midnight 386

Betvleen mid-day and dusk 188

During the night, time unknown 170

Between uawn and mid-day 138

Between midnight and dawn 125

During the day, time unknown 3

Table 4. Months when the a11eged offences occurred.

Offences Deviation
from mean

January 105 + 6

February 89 -10

March 113 +14

April 88 -11

May 86 -13

June 114 +15

Ju1y 83 -16

August 74 -25

September 98 - l

October 107 + 8

November 95 - 4

December 113 +14

Monday 153

Tuesday 140

Wednesday 158

Thursday 132

Friday 160

Saturday 175

Sunday 200

UnknovlD 149



Table 6. Alleged offences by months of the year in selected districts, when known! related to

regional rainfall.

Jan. Feb. March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

l. Toro district 2 5 9 O 11 38 5 8 2 7 9 3

Mean rainfall, inches 1.0 3.5 5.2 7.0 5.2 3.2 2.0 4.2 7.2 8.2 6.2 2.5

2. Mbale district 10 6 7 7 5 3 6 4 5 8 7 6

Mean rainfall, inches 1.0 2.2 3.9 6.8 7.0 5.5 4.9 6.9 4.5 3.5 2.5 l.8

3. West Nile district 8 O 4 5 l O 6 4 2 4 2 5

Mean rainfall, inches 0.3 l.3 3.2 5.1 5.5 4.9 6.0 7.1 6.2 7.0 4.0 l.3

4. Teso district 11 7 10 11 10 5 8 2 12 6 7 11

Mean rainfall, inches 0.8 2.2 3.5 8.5 7.8 4.5 5.5 6.8 5.8 4.2 4.0 2.1

5. Bunyoro district 2 2 l 2 4 3 l l l 2 2 2

Mean rainfall, inches 1.5 3.8 5.0 6.8 5.8 3.8 4.0 5.8 8.0 7.9 5.5 2.5

6. Buganda district 43 41 59 50 40 34 37 31 44 41 41 56

Mean rainfall, inches 0.8 2.4 4.2 6.2 5.2 3.0 2.0 3.5 3.5 4.2 4.5 3.8

00

'"
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Table 7. Weapon used in alleged homicides.

Description

Stick
Panga or machete
Knife
Hands
Gun
Sharp instrument
Foot
Spear
Fire with torch
Gun, muzzle-loading
Hands and feet
Axe
Hoe
Bow and arrow
Stones
Rope
Other instruments
Unknown
Unrecorded

Table 8. Method of killing.

Description

Beaten
Stabbing
Slashed
Shooting
Strangled
Cutting
Spearing
Kicking
Burning
Chopping
Kicking and beating
Cutting throat
Poisoning
Strangling and cutting
Beating and slashing
Other methods
Unknown
Unrecorded

Frequency of
incidence

175
143

70
54
52
34
27
26
25
22
20
18
12
10

8
7

34
313
217

Frequency of
incidence

396
138
130

78
58
54
34
22
17
15
12
10

5
5
5

57
56

175

%

13.9
11.3
5.5
4.3
4.1
2.7
2.1

%

31. 3
10.9
10.3

6.2
4.6
4.3
2.7
1.7
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Table 9. We~!l_used in a1ieged offence_s_.EY-~.!:J.~!nistrative
~~.yict~.

District Total Stick Machete Spear Knife Hands Gun
offences,
vleapons
knovln

Mengo 165 31 42 17 13 15 15
Masaka 14 5 l 2 3
Mubende 33 17 4 2 4 2
Busoga 36 8 10 3 7 l 2
Mba1e 41 5 9 3 3 6 8
Tororo 31 5 3 3 8 5 3
Teso 55 21 14 l 3 4 3
Toro 68 15 18 4 6 3 6
Bunyoro 13 3 l 2 3
Kigezi 31 8 4 4 l 4 3
Anko1e 55 7 7 10 7 2 5
Acho1i 57 11 8 4 4 3 6
Lango 75 21 10 9 7 7 10
West Ni1e 41 14 5 9 2 l
Kararnoja 111 4 8 74 l l 7

Table 10. Degree of vio1ence in a11eg.ed homicides by
ädministrativ-e §istricts, where details known.

District of b10ws given to
cause death

Multila- Total of a11eged
l 2 3-4 5+ tion homicides

Mengo 9 3 135 7 372
Masaka 44 2 7 2 87
Mubende 5 8 19
Acho1i 17 4 14 43
Anko1e 22 30 5 57
Mba1e 47 2 51 l 92
Tororo 36 2 13 62
Bunyoro 7 l 12 23
Busoga 18 2 28 72
KigeZi 6 2 7 29
Lango 19 l 8 31
Teso 47 6 26 101
Toro 58 4 27 104
West Ni1e 19 4 16 41
Karamoja Not avai1ab1e 89

Total 455 38 4 382 15 1222
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Table 11. Location of alleged offences.

Description

House of victim

House of victim and offender

Vehicle on roads ide

River

House of offender

Beer-party house

Compund of victim

Path side

Bush

Village centre

Near house of victim

Outside house of offender

Field of victim

House of victim~s friend

House of a third party

Banana plantation

Outside beer-party house

Bar

Coffee plantation

Roadside

Field of offender

Pasture

Drain in tea estate

Mountain side

Kitchen of victim

Other location

Unknown

Unrecorded

Total

Frequency of
incidence

290

98

90

81

74

56

46

42

37

36

31

26

23

18

16

15

14

12

10

9

9

6

6

5

5

67

102

143

1267

%

22.9

7.7

7.1

6.4

5.8

4.4

3.7

3.3

2.9

2.9

2.5

2.1

1.8



Table 12. Possible motive for the alleged homicide, as stated

by the police.

93

Motive not known

Quarrel, nature not specified

Robbery of household effects

Quarrel over drink

Victim caught stealing

Quarrel between husband and wife

Connected with revolt in Ruwenzoris

Inter-tribal disputes, not Buganda

Victim suspected of robbery

Sexual jealousy

Accusation of witchcraft

Victim in possession of stolen goods

Robbery of bicycles

No motive, offender insane

Dispute over property other than land

Theft of livestock

Victim attempted to rob offender

Self-defence in cases other than robbery

Quarrel over money

Found to be an accident

Quarrel over land

Robbery of cash over 200 shillings

Offender drunk, no known motive

Other motives

Total

405

75

72

56

49

47

32

26

24

21

19

19

18

18

19

18

15

16

12

12

11

10

10

263

1267
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Table 13. Motives for alleged homicides in or near victim~s house.

A. Connected with rQbbery and theft
Victim caught robbing
Victim suspected of robbing
Victim trying to catch robber
Victim robbed offender
Victim in possession of stolen goods
Victim killed during robbery of property

Total

B. Connected with sex
Sexual jealousy
Victim committed adultery with wife
Wife caught in adultery
Wife suspected of adultery

Total

C. Dyadic quarrels not connected with sex
Quarrels between husband and wife
Quarrels over drinking
Victim extorting money by fraud
Dispute over property not land
Quarrel over debt
Quarrel between father and son
Victim destroyed offender~s property
Victim interfered in family quarrel
Quarrel over money
Quarrel over food
Quarrel for unknown reasons
Father beat son for not tending cattle weIl
Accusations of witchcraft
Jealousy
Victim abused offender

Total

D. Political disputes
Disputes over land ownership
Inter-tribal disputes

Total

Total offences for which motive stated

49
24

4
15
19
72

183

21
7
7
8

43

47
56

l
19

4
4
2
9

12
9

75
2

19
3
8

270

11
26

37

533



Table 14. RelationshiE of victim to offender.
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Lived in the same nighbourhood
Husband and wife
Friends
Wife and husband
Brothers
Son and father victim
Father and son victim
Mother and son
Shared the same house
Employer and employee victim
Host and guest victim
Workmates in same concern
Brothers-in-law
Lover of offender-s wife
Mother-in-law and son-in-law
Lovers
Son-in-law and father-in-law
Step-mother and step-son
Brother and sister
BOy and girl friends
Mother and daughter victim
Lunatics in the same cell
Relatives unspecified
Uncle and nephew
Lodgers in the same house
Other relationships (one or two cases)
Relationship not known

Total

Table 15. Age of victims.

Age not known
Under 10 years
Il to 15 years
16 to 20 years
21 to 30 years
31 to 40 years
41 to 50 years
Over 51 years
Adult persons
Old person

Total

64
55
52
51
21
14
10
12

8
6
6
6
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

109
811

1267

33
65
18
39

258
202
189
161
299

3

1267
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Table 16. Occupations of victims.

Not known by the police

Cultivator or self-employed farmer

Labourer

Housevlife

Herdsmen

Child

Unemployed, no known work

Trader

Chief or village headmen

Juveniles over 10 years

Domestic servant

Night watchraen

Fish-seller

School-boy

Fishermen

Taxi-driver

Teacher

Railway-line foreman

Carpenter

Policemen

Soldier

Clerk

Other occupations (one or two cases)

Total

141

679

80

150

13

59

34

6

8

7

6

6

5

7

4

4

4

3

2

tHl

l

2

46

1267

Table 17. Tribe of victim in order of p0E-~latio~_~ize in 1959.

Size in
1,000

Homicides Rate per
100,000

A. Uganda tribes

Ganda 1048 197 18.7

Iteso 524 116 22.2

Nyankore 519 70 13.5

Soga 501 41 8.2
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Table 17. (Cont.)

Size in Homicides Rate per
1,000 100,000

Kiga 459 32 7.2

Lango 363 41 11.3

Gisu 329 89 27.1

Acholi 284 4l 14.4

Lugbara 236 27 11.4

Toro 208 34 16.3

Nyoro 188 28 14.9

Karamojong 131 15 14.8

Alur 123 13 10.6

Gwere Hl 26 23.4

Konjo 106 60 56.6

Darna or Padhola 101 9 8.8

Nyole 92 12 13. O

Madi 80 15 18.8

Kumam 61 3 4.9

Samia 47 7 14 .9

Kakwa 37 6 16.2

Sebei 36 9 25.0

Gwe 36 Ni!

Bamba 34 3 8.8

Jonam 27 2 7.4

Kanyi 23 2 8.7

Suk 21 l 4.8

Labvlor and other s 17 l 5.9

B. Tribes originating outside Uganda

Nyaruanda 378 83 22.0

Rundi 138 47 34.0

Kenya 80 8 10.0

Tanganyika 33 8 24.2

Other countries 48 12 25.0

C. Non-African 87 l 11. 5
---~---

D. Tribe not known to "t.fl"~ice 408
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Table 18. Sex of victim and I'leapon used in the alleged homicide.

Male % Female %

Stick 149 15.4 26 8.7

Panga or machete 107 11.1 36 12.0

Knife 54 5.6 16 5.3

Hands 34 3.5 20 6.7

Gun 46 4.8 6 2.0

Sharp instrument 25 2.6 9 3.0

Foot 15 1.6 12 4.0

Spear 78 8.1 17 5.7

Fire l'Iith torch 16 1.7 9 3.0

Gun, muzzle-loading 15 7

Hands and feet 13 7

Axe 13 5

Hoe 10 2

Bol'I and arrol'l 8 2

Stones 5 3

Rope 5 2

Total 966 300

Table 19. Degree of violence by tribe of victim.

One blol'l Multiple blol'ls Rate for multiple
or act or mutilation blol'ls or mutilation

per 100,000

A. Uganda tribes

Ganda 62 49 4.7

Iteso 53 42 8.0

Nyankore 26 22 4.2

Soga 9 14 2.8

Kiga 7 11 2.4

Lango 23 13 3.6

Gisu 37 24 7.3

Acholi 16 13 4.6

Lugbara 10 8 3.4



Table 19. (Cont.)

One blow
or act

Mul tiple blovIs
or mutilation

99

Rate for multiple
blows or mutilation
per 100,000

Toro 8 9

Nyoro 7 11

Karamojong Not known

Alur 3 5

Gwere 16 7

Konjo 19 8

Dama 3 4

B. Tribes originating outside Uganda

Nyaruanda 25 25

Rundi 13 16

4.3

5.9

4.1

6.3

7.5

4.0

6.6

Il. 7

Table 20. Degree of violenee by occupation of victim.

One blow Multiple blows
or act or rnutilation

Cultivator or self-employed
farmer 271 184

Labourer 23 30

Housewife 57 45

Herdsmen 6 5

child 8 14

Unemployed, no known work Nil 16

Trader 2 2

Chief or village headmen 2 4

Juveniles over 10 years l 2

Domestic servant Nil 2

Night watchmen Nil l

Fish-seller Nil 2

School-boy Nil l

Fishermen l l

Taxi-driver 3 Nil
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Table 20. (Cont.)

Qne bl,ow Multiple blows
or act or mutilation

Teacher 2 l

Railway-line foremen Ni! Ni!

Carpenter Ni! 2

Policemen Nil Nil

Soldier l Nil

Clerk l Ni!

Table 21. Numbers of offenders concerned in each offence.

One offender only

Two offenders

'l'hreE;! offenders

Four to seven offenders

Gang, numbers unknown

Mob, numbers unknown

Details not known

662

38

31

18

35

74

409

Table 22. Age of offenders.

Under 10 years 2

11 to 15 years 5

16 to 20 years 69

21 to 30 years 268

31 to 40 years 189

41 to 50 years 77

Above 51 years 27

Adult, age not knovln 117

Old person l

Offenders, age not knovln 512



Table 23. Occupations of offenders.

Not known to the police

Cultivator or self-ernployed farmer

Labourer

Housewife

Herdsmen

Child

Unemployed, no known work

Trader

Chief or village headmen

Juveniles over 10 years

Domestic servaht

Night watchmen

Fish-seller

School-boy

Fishermen

Taxi-driver

Teacher

Railway-line foremen

Carpenter

Mechanic

Policemen

Soldier

Clerk

Other occupations (one or two cases)

Total

573

474

52

41

12

l

14

3

10

Nil

l

l

7

5

8

4

4

Nil

4

3

5

4

3

38

1267
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Table 24. Tribe of offender in order of population size in 1959.

Size in Homicides Rate per
1,000 100,000

A. Uganda tribes

Ganda 1048 66 6.3

Iteso 524 104 19.9

Nyankore 519 41 7.8
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Table 24. (Cont. )

Size in Homicides Rate per
1,000 100,000

Soga 501 32 6.4

Kiga 459 28 6.1

Lango 363 36 9.8

Gisu 329 63 19.1

Acholi 284 37 13. O

Lugbara 236 31 13.1

Toro 208 53 25.5

Nyoro 188 17 9.1

Karamojong 131 15 11.5

Alur 123 12 9.8

Gwere III 24 21. 6

Konjo 106 25 23.6

Darna 101 9 8.9

Nyole 92 II 12.0

Madi 80 13 16.3

Kumam 61 II 18.1

Samia 47 3 6.4

Kakwa 37 3 8.1

Sebei 36 4 12.9

Gwe 36 NU

Bamba 34 2 5.9

Jonam 27 l 3.7

Kenyi 23 2 8.7

Suk 21 l 4.8

Labwor and others 17 l 5.9

B. Tribes originating outside Uganda

Nyaruanda 378 42 11.1

Rundi 138 16 11. 6

Kenya 80 7 8.7

Tanganyika 33 9 27.3

Other countries 48 7 14.6

C. Non-African 87 l 11. 5

D. Tribe not known to the police 540



Table 25. Offenders and victims compared by tribe.
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Offenders Victims

A. Uganda tribes

Ganda 66 196

Iteso 104 116

Nyankore 41 70

Soga 32 41

Kiga 28 32

Lango 36 40

Gisu 63 86

Acholi 37 41

Lugbara 31 27

Toro 53 37

Nyoro 17 28

Alur 12 13

Gwere 24 26

Konjo 25 60

Darna 9 9

B. Tribes originating outside Uganda

Nyaruanda

Rundi

42

16

83

47

Table 26. Offenders~ actions af ter the alleged homicide.

Offender ran away 412

Offender arrested 273

Offender ran av,ay, arrested later 130

Offender arrested and taken to police station 62

Offenders in mob which dispersed 75

Offenders in gang which dispersed 38

Offender gave himself up 24

Offender arrested days later 27

Offender committed suicide 15

Offender ran away, gave himself up later 8
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Table 26. (Cont.)

180

Offender wounded and died later

Offender raised alarm, gaVe himself up to the police 4

Offender took victim to hospital 3

Offender pretended victim had been stealing 3

Offender confessed to mother l

l

2

2

2

l

l

l

2

Offender locked himself in with victim

Offender caught and killed by mob

Offender reported to police with false report

Offender died during the robbery

Offender gave himself up af ter some months

Offender took victim to court house

Offender ran away but arrested later by public

Offenders' actions not known to police or not
recorded

Table 27. Solving of cases by the police, by areas.

Details not available for 46 cases and Karamojong 89 cases.

Area/district Total cases Unsolved %

Mengo 372 277 74.5

Masaka 87 67 77 .0

Mubende 19 14 73.6

Acholi 43 10 23.3

Ankole 57 15 26.4

Mbale 92 44 47.8

Tororo 62 31 50.0

Bunyoro 23 9 39.2

Busoga 72 37 51. 5

Karamojong Not available

Kigezi 29 9 31. O

Lango 31 2 6.5

Teso 101 26 25.8

Toro 103 7l 68.2

West Nile 41 5 12.2

Total 1132 618 54.5



Table 28. Rulings of the court on cases brought.

Murder

Manslaughter

Murder reduced to manslaughter

Murder reduced to assault

Common assault

Rash act

Infanticide

Unlawful practice of medicine

Defilement

Table 29. Sentences passed by the courts.

Death

Under 12 months- imprisonment

l year to 4 years- imprisonment

Over 4 years- imprisonment

Bound over

Nolle prosequi

Criminal lunatic

110

298

52

16

9

l

2

l

l

49

78

208

71

9

57

21

105

Table 30. Weapons used by husbands killing their wives.

Stick

Fists

Feet and fists

Feet

Strangling with hands or rope

Spear

Stool

Axe

Knife

Panga

Hoe

Stone

17

11

2

l

5

4

l

2

3

l

l

2
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Table 31. sites for killing men and women compared.

All single offenders and victims - no gang killings included.

A. General

Offender~s house

Offender~s house compound

Victim~s house

Victim~s house compound

Third party~s house

Third party~s house compound

Offender~s and victim~s house

Offender~s and victim~s house compound

On a path or road

At a beer party

In the bush

In a field

In a bar

At a funeral party

Victim~s house in polygynous marriage

Near offender~s and victim~s house

B. Specific sites

In bed

In a public bus

Kitchen

In bedroom

Lavatory

In sitting-room

Men

16

17

8

3

2

l

l

O

23

11

7

4

3

l

O

O

2

l

O

O

O

O

Hornen

l

O

19

2

3

O

41

3

6

2

5

4

l

O

3

l

O

O

l

5

2

l
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Table 32. Time for killing men and women compared.

All single offenders and victims - no gang killings included.

Men Women

Morning, 06.00 to 12.00 hours

Afternoon, 12.00 to 18.00 hours

Evening, 18.00 to 24.00 hours

Night, 00.00 to 06.00 hours

Not known

9

18

45

20

8

11

17

43

18

11

Table 33. Presenee of aleohol in male and female homicides
(not involving gangs-).

Men
killed

%

Women
killed

%

Aleohol present in

Both victim and offender 25 19

Victim only 4 5

Offender only 9 5

Aleohol present in homicide situation 38 29

Aleohol not present in homicide situation 62 66

Table 34. pays of the week in which homicides associated with
aleohol occurred.

No gang or group cases included.

Men Women
killed killed

Monday 6 l

Tuesday 4 4

Wednesday 6 3

Thursday 3 2

Friday 3 3

Saturday l S

Sunday 7 6
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Table 35. Violence in male and felnale homicide associated with
or without alcohol.

No gang or group killings.

Alcohol in the offender

Killed with one blow

Killed with two or mor e blows

Not knovm

No alcohol associated with the offender

Killed with one blow

Killed with two or more blows

Not known

Men
killed

%

15

19

34

32

Women
killed

%

8

15

l

29

43

5

Table 36. Motives for male and female homicides classified
according to whether they occurred in or near the
victim~s house or elsewhere. No gang killings involved.

Male
Home Away

Fernale
Home Away

A. Connected with robbery and theft

Victim caught stealing/starting
fire

Victim suspected of theft

Victim in possession of stolen
property

Victim killed during robbery

B. Connected with sex

l

l

14

5

2

Sexual jealousy/frustration l l 12 l

Victim in adultery with wife l

Victim suspected of adultery l 7

Wife caught in adultery 3

Wife suspected of adultery la l

Rape l

Accusation of incest l
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Table 36. (Cont. )

Male Female
Home Away Home Away

C. Dyadie quarrels not connected with sex

Between husband and wife 18 3

Over drinking 2 8 7 2

Over property, not land G

Victim destroyed property l 2 2

Victim intefered in quarrel l 6 2 l

Over money l 4 5 l

Over food l l 3 l

Over land l

Witchcraft l l 2 l

Over abuse l 2

Using another ~ s lavatory 2

Self-defence 4

Hunting accident 2

Family quarrel, not spouses l

Table 37. Motives in homicides using excessive violence. No
gang killings involved.

A. Connected with robbery and theft

Victim caught stealing

Victim caught in arson

VictiD suspected of theft

B. Connected with sex

Suspicion of adultery

Caught in adultery

Sexual jealousyjfrustration

C. Dyadie quarrels not connected with sex

Between husband and wife

Over drinking

Men
killed

5

2

12

5

l

2

3

Hornen
killed

la
4

8

8

6
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Table 37. (Cont.)

Men
killed

Women
kiHed

Over money

Over food

Using lavatory

Tribalism

Witchcraft

Abuse

Quarrel, reason unknown

Interfering in quarrel

Quarrel over family affairs

Over property, not land

2

2

l

l

13

2

2

2

4

3

2

l

3

Table 38. Motives for homicide and attempted homicide.

Memorandum by the Uganda C.I.D. for 1961 to 1963.

Thief-beating af ter arrest

Thief-beating by owner

Political

In course of cattle theft

Tribal dispute

In course of robbery

Total cases recorded

1961

30

23

103

17

60

233

907

25.8%

1962

65

45

5

62

20

67

264

1101

24.0%

1963

HO

52

78

65

18

104

427

1398

30.6%
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Table 39. Mot.ives for killing near relatives.

Brother Father Son
killed killed killed

Over eattle 3

OV2r land 2 l

No known motive 5 2 l

Over property 3 2

Over dowry l l

Interfering in quarrel 4

Over beating daughter l

Over eattle eating erops l l l

Over food l l

Over poisoning dog l

Witeheraft l

Bad behaviour l

Aeeident in quarrel 3

22 9 6

Table 40. Relationships of victims and killers, by sex.

Women Men
killed by killed by

I. ~rima~relationships

A. Kin

Father 3 8

Son 5 7

Husband/wife 70

Brother 19

Brother-in-law 4

Step-father 3

Classificatory brother 3

Son-in-law 3 2

Step-son l l

Step-brother 2

Grandson l
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Table 40. (Cont. )

Women Hen
ki11ed by ki11ed by

Cousin 3

Nephev' 3

Uncle l

B. Non-kin

Close friend 4 34

Lover 4

Ex-lover/husband 2

Housemate 3

II. Non-primary relationships

Acquaintance 52

Sexual rival 13

Neighbour 4 5

Enemy tribe l 4

Ov/ner of stolen property 39

Thief 4

Employer 4

Relative of lover l

Fellow-worker l

Political opponent 2

Distant relative 3
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Table 41. Motives for killing by friends and acquaintances.

Witchcraft

No knm·m motive

Over drinking

Over gossip/abuse

Interfering in quarrel

Over money

On being told to leave party

Accident

Over damage to bicycle

Over bicycle accident

Suspicion of adultery

Over property

Sexual jealousy

Suspected thief

Over food

Self-defence

Refusing entry to house

Over politics

Total

Friend

l

6

l

2

l

5

l

l

l

l

2

2

l

25

Acquaintance

14

l

l

4

4

2

4

6

l

4

l

2

44

Table 42. Degree of violenee and victim-killer relationship.

Non-violent Violent

Close friend 19 11

Husband/I.life 18 27

Brother 15 6

Acquaintance 29 15

Sexual rival 11 10

OY/ner of property or thief 7 34

Total 98 102
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Table 43. Relative ages of victim and offender.

No.

I. Women killed

Offender more than 5 years older 21

Offender more than 5 years younger 10

Offender of same age 19

II. Men killed

Offender more than 5 years older 37

Offender more than 5 years younger 42

Offender of same age 21

%

42

20

38

37

42

21

Table 44. Relationships of victim to killer younger than them
selves.

Sex rival 3 Neighbour 2

Close friend 8 Suspected witch l

Thief 2 Acquaintance 10

Father-in-law l Uncle 3

Step-brother l Local government official l

No known relationship 5 Relative of mistress l

Housemate l Grandfather l

Step-father l Cousin l

Employer 2 Victim of robbery 2

Self-defence in quarrel l Father 2

Table 45. Victims killed non-violently, by tribe.

% %

Ganda 31.6 Teso 45.6

Ankole 37.2 Soga 45.6

Kiga 21. 9 Lango 57.5

Gisu 43.0 Acholi 39.1

Lugbara 37.0 Toro 21. 6

Nyoro 25.0 Alur 23.1

Gwere 61.6 Konjo 31.7

Dama 33.3 Rwanda 30.2

Rundi 27.7
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Table 46. Methods used in intra-and inter-tribal homicides.

No gang killings included.

Inter-tribal Intra-tribal

(l) Fists 5 14

Kick 6 6

Hands and feet l 6

Strangling l 2

(2) Spear 19 30

Knife 12 29

Stick 29 56

Axe 4 5

Machete 9 13

Hoe 3 4

Arrow O 4

(3) BottIe 2 3

Chair l 2

Pestle 2 3

Fire l l

Stone l 4

Gun l 2

Iron bar O 4

Bed-head O l

Not known l O

Table 47. Motives for intra- and inter-tribal homicides.

No gang killings included.

Inter-tribal Intra-tribal

A. Co~~~_ted_with robbery and theft

Victim killed during robbery
of property

Victim, thief or suspected
thief

2

17

l

37
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Table 47. (Cont.)

B. Connected with sex

Inter-tribal Intra-tribal

Sexual rivalry 12 15

Over wife and kinship O 3

Over quarrel with husband
over wife O l

C. Dyadic quarrels not connected with sex

Over cattle trespassing l 3

Killing in retribution for
previous death 2 l

Self-defence l 5

Over damage to property 3 2

Drunken quarrel 15 16

Dissatisfaction with local
chief 2 O

Over land 2 4

Witchcraft l 5

Over money 4 8

Whilst arresting an offender l O

During arson l 3

Over abuse 2 9

Interfering in quarrel l 14

Over work l O

Over beating a relative O 6

Over property O 10

Suspected of poisoning O l

Accidental death O 3

Over food O 2

D. Other motives

Tribalism 8 O

No known motive 15 33
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Table 48. Sentences for homicide cases 1961-1963.

Prosecution as a result of thief beatings. See note 105.

arrest
or pursuit
by a crowd

By m·mer in
defence of or to
regain property

Justifiable homicide O 8

Placed on probation or discharged 3 l

Imprisonment until court rose l 6

Imprisonment for less than a year 7 16

Imprisonment for l - 2 years 10 25

Imprisonment for 2 - 3 years 6 13

Imprisonment for 3 - 4 years 6 4

Imprisonment for 4 - 5 years 5 2

Imprisonment for 5 years 2 3

Imprisonment for 6 years l O

Imprisonment for 7 years 2 O

Imprisonment for 10 years l l

Sentenced to death 4 O

Acquitted 21 6

Charge withdrawn 16 2

Total 85 87

Table 49. Sentences given for killing under provocation.

Sample only of cases in which nature of quarrel established.

Suspected
wizard

Adulterer
in act

For killing

'Vife in
adulterous
act

Wife in
non
sexual
quarrel

Wife in
sexual
jealousy

Acquitted 3 O O O O

Charge withdrawn l O O l O

Found insane 2 O O l l

Imprisonment
until court rose l O l O O

Imprisonment for
6 months or less l l O 4 O



118

Table 49. (Conto )

For killing

Suspected Adulterer Wife in \'1ife in Wife in
wizard in act adulterous non- sexual

act sexual jealousy
quarrel

Imprisonment for
9 months 2 O O O O

Imprisonment for
l year O O 3 2 O

Imprisonment for
18 months O O O 6 O

Imprisonment for
2 years l O 2 2 O

Imprisonment for
3 years O 3 l 7 l

Imprisonment for
4 years O O 2 7 l

Imprisonment for
5 years l 2 O l O

Imprisonment for
6 years O O 3 O 3

Imprisonment for
7 years O O l O l

Imprisonment for
9 years O O O O l

Imprisonment for
12 years O l l O O

Sentence of
death 3 O l 2 6

Total 15 7 15 33 14
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Table 50. Sentences given for homicide of wife - no sexual cases.

When aleohol
involved in one
or both spouses

No aleohol
invalved

Imprisonment for 6 months or less l 2

Imprisonment for 12 months l 2

Imprisonment for 18 months 3 5

Imprisonment for 2 years O l

Imprisonment for 3 years 3 3

Imprisonment for 4 years 6 7

Imprisonment for 6 years l l

Imprisonment for 7 years O l

Death sentences 2 2

Total 17 24

Table 51. Sentences given for homicides between persons of
same tribe.

Sub-sample of cases in which police records show the influence

of drinking or the absence of aleohol.

When aleohol No aleohol
influenced the involved
offender

Imprisonment until court rose 4 6

Bound over O l

Imprisonment for 6 months or less 2 O

Imprisonment for 9 months O 3

Imprisonment for 12 months l 4

Imprisonment for 18 months 11 5

Imprisonment for 2 years 2 9

Imprisonment for 2 1/2 years 2 O

Imprisonment for 3 years 12 11

Imprisonment for 3 1/2 years l O

Imprisonment for 4 years 12 9

Imprisonment for 5 years 6 2

Imprisonment for 6 years l 2
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Table 51. (Cont.)

When aleohol No aleohol
influenced the involved
offender

Imprisonment for 7 years 4 2

Imprisonment for 8 years l O

Imprisonment for 10 years l O

Death sentenee 6 7

Total 66 61

Table 52. Sentences for homicide according to plea.

Pleading Pleading
guilty not guilty

Acquitted l 24

Imprisonment until cour t rose 10 2

Imprisonment for 6 months or less 4 3

Imprisonment for 9 months 5 O

Imprisonment for l year 6 3

Imprisonment for 18 months 10 5

Imprisonment for 2 years 15 8

Imprisonment for 3 years 25 13

Imprisonment for 4 years 12 10

Imprisonment for 5 years 4 7

Imprisonment for 6 years l 3

Imprisonment for 7 years 4 5

Imprisonment for 8 years O l

Imprisonment for 10 years l 2

Death sentenee l 17

Fine l O
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NOTES

l. H.C. Brearley, Homicide in the United states (North Carolina
1932), p. 69.
Pennsylvania 1924-26. 68% firearms used.

M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 82.
Philadelphia 1948-52. 33% firearms used.

2. Criminal Sessions Case 31/65. High Court of Uganda,
D.J. Sheridan, Judge. - Beer Party quarrel. The deceased had
aspear. He slapped the accused with the blunt end of the
spear. The accused snatched a spear from another man and
speared the deceased.

3. Criminal Sessions Case 142/65. High Court of Uganda (Moroto
case) , A.A. Baerlein, Acting Judge. There is some conflicting
evidence as to whether a party of six attacked the accused
or whether the accused were a party of six. We have the posi
tion of the deceased dying as a result of injuries received
in a fight and two of the accused also receiving injuries in
the same fight.
C.I.D. Case File 323/64. - Victim one of several persons
attempting to steal offender~s cattle at night. Speared in
stornach. Found dead near scene of crime next morning. Found
guilty of manslaughter. Bound over for 12 months.

4. E. Gibson and S. Klein, Murder (London 1961), p. 41.

5. Ratio of police to people in Uganda was 1,220 in 1963. The
comparable ratio in England and Kenya was 541 and 645.

6. Criminal Session Case 129/65. High Court of Uganda,
A.A. Baerlein, Acting Judge. The deceased was arrested by
the chief for stealing a cow. He was being escorted by the
chief to the Area Headquarters. The accused met the deceased
on the way. Accused No. l was the first to hit the deceased.
Accused No. 2 and two other s beat the deceased. Another crowd
also beat the accused. The three accused have no police
records, are in their mid twenties and are married. Each
accused is sentenced to 3 years imprisonment.
C.I.D. Case File 232/64. - Victim had his throat cut during
the night. Unmarried man in mid-twenties who lived alone.
Not like by his community. Thought to have been a thief 
case closed unsolved.

7. Some examples from this series of cases in which there were
pleas of guilty.
Criminal Session Ca se 452/64. Accused 10 1/2 months in
custody.
Criminal Session Case 138/65. Accused 8 months in custody.
Further cases in which the accused has been kept in custody
and then the charge was not proceeded with.
C.I.D. Case File 34 Kampala. The accused was arrested on
23rd July, 1963. The case was brought to court on 2nd April,
1964 and the government offered no evidence.
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8. C.I.D. Ca se File 1992/64. - 5 Ankore cultivators hacked to
death on roadside 18.11.64. by Konjo-Rwenzururu supporters.
Case closed undetected.
C.I.D. Ca se File 909/64. - Victim unknown. Offenders Konjo.
Shot with an arrow. Connected with Rwenzururu movement. Ca se
closed undetected.

9. The legal aspects of murder are dealt with in detail in
J.S. Read, "Some aspects of murder in East Africa," East
African Law Journal, l/l (1965), 37-59.

10. C.I.D. Case File 648/64. - Wife refused to allow husband
into the house. Re broke in and beat her to death. Rusband
in 50"s. Received 3 years imprisonment.
C.I.D. Case File 187/64. - Wife did not have food ready when
husband returned from beer party. Re beat her to death. Re
received 4 years imprisonment.
C.I.D. Case File 144/64. - Wife refused to have sexual
intercourse with her husband. Re kicked her to death. Re
received 3 years imprisonment.

11. C.I.D. Case File 222/64. - Rusband caught wife committing
adultery. Broke her neck by beating af ter her lover ran
away. Re received 4 years imprisonment.

12. C.I.D. Ca se File 279/64. - Two Gisu offenders given 7 years
imprisonment.

13. C.I.D. Case File 635/64. - Offender slaughtered victim"s
bull in memory of their mother. Victim objected and he was
tied up and beaten to death. Offender given 2 1/2 years
imprisonment.

14. C.I.D. Case File 451/64. - Accused refused to give cigarettes
to deceased and a fight started.
C.I.D. Case File 29/64. - Victim broke accused-s walking
stick.
C.I.D. Ca se File 40/63. - Accused shouted girl-s name and
fighting started with victim.

15. C.I.D. Ca se File 213/64. - Victim had petrol poured on him
whilst sleeping. When he went to the door, a match was
struck and he received burns from which he died soon af ter.
The house was completely burned and one of his \-lives and
two children Were treated in hospital for burns. No known
motive. Case closed unsolved.

16. C.I.D. report form giving details of crime dated 30th
September, 1963. - At about 20.00 hours on 26th September,
1963, the deceased was performing his ablutions outside the
back-door of his house. Re was then shot in the back,
apparently at short range from the cover of trees in his
shamba. The assailant was not seen. Suspicion attached to
the occupants of a landrover ownec by the Kabaka-s govern
ment seen in the vicinity at the time. The remainder of the
case file deals with the investigation of the occupants of
this landrover which did not prov ide sufficient evidence
for a prosecution. The Uganda 1964 Laws of the Federal
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states and Administrations - The Buganda Kingdom which was
based on a previous Buganda Customary law has a section 41
"depriving the Kabaka of territoryor disorganising his
government" as an offence. The background of this homicide
could be interpreted as action in support of this law.

17. C.I.D. report form giving details of crime dated 4th February,
1963. - It was understood that the victim was just coming
out of the house for a short call (the police term for going
to urinate) when he sudden ly noticed a strange man under the
banana trees. When he was just enquiring from his parents
whom he had seen, and at the same time the bullet burst at
him. The offender is unknown. The motive has nOL been
established.

18. C.I.D. Ca se File 580/63. On 31st March, 1963, six Kara
mojong went to collect water from the well when returning
home they were attacked by a group of ten Jie tribesmen
armed with spears and shields. The attackers speared all the
deceased persons to death and ran away. The motive of this
killing is not known yet.
C.I.D. details of crime undated. - The deceased a Tepeth is
approximately 15 years old and at the Moroto Township school.
He left school shortly af ter 14.00 hours on 29th June, 1963,
for his home 3 miles away. He was alone. At 16.00 hours
other school children left the school to go home. They found
the deceased lying on roadside dead with two spear wounds in
his body. There is no suspect yet. Motive appears to be a
revenge by Karamojong men whose children have recent ly been
killed by Tepeth during a cattle raid in the area.

19. C.I.D. Ca se File 398/60. - About 19 Suk tribesmen armed with
spears and shields attacked a group of four Karamojong herds
men. The Suk speared the deceased to death and made off with
his body leaving the cattle untouched. A search was made for
the body which was recovered in another village area having
been cut in two and the upper part removed.

20. C.I.D. details of crime undated. - On 16th February, 1963,
information was received that a large number of Dodoth
tribesmen were on their way to raid Jie tribesmen. A police
party went to the area. On the following day at 05.30 hours
the Dodoth attacked the Jie. Eight of the raiders were armed
with rifles. There was a heavy fight. When the scene was
visited by the police afterwards, sixty-eight bodies were
viewed. 28 of these were identified as Jie and 40 to be
Dodoth tribesmen. A further 20 Jie were wounded.

21. C.I.D. details of crime undated. - A Turkana woman was
sitting near a kraal near Karabory. Two Dodoth youths were
also nearby and one of them took a spear and speared her in
the side at the same time shouting the name of his bull
which is the local custom af ter doing something of impor
tance. Each Dodoth youth having a bull as his personal
property connecting him with tribal values.

22. E. Gibson and S. Klein, Murder (London 1961), p. 39.
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23. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958) , p. 25.

24. M.E. l'lolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958) , p. 108.

25. H.J. Harlan, "Five hundred homicides, " Journal of Criminal
Law and Criminology,40(1950), 736-752.

26. A.L. Porterfield and R.H. Talbert, Mid-century crime in our
Cul ture , p. 47. Quoted in M.E. Wolfgang, 1958.

27. A. MacDonald, "Death penal t y and homicide," American Journal
of Sociology, 16 (1910), 95.

28. A.F. Meyers, Murder and non-negligent manslaughter, p. 19
23. Quoted in M.E. Wolfgang, 1958.

29. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 112.

30. V. Veicko, Homicides and Suicides in Finland and their
dependence on National Character, p. 82. Quoted in M.E.
Wolfgang, 1958.
31.5% were committed on a Sunday. He takes the weekend to
be Saturday to Monday.

31. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 99.

32. E. Durkheim, Suicide (Trans. Spaulding and Simpson)
(Illino i s 1951), p. 344.

33. V. Elwin, Maria murder and suicide (London 1943), p. 142.

34. C.W. Topping, "The death penal t y in Canada," Annuals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science, 284 (1952),
156.

35. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 79.

36. C.I.D. file details of case dated 26th March. It is alleged
that on 10th January, 1961, a party of Suk tribesmen
attacked the Karamojong at a place called Lorengelem whilst
cattle were being grazed. The Suk who were armed with spears
and shields chased the Karamojong and speared two of them to
death. No cattle were stolen. Wr.en the police were taken to
the scene the bodies were already being eaten by the animals
and a few bones were collected. The Karamojong witnesses
could not recognise any of the assailants.

37. C.I.D. Case File 136/64. - Wife was assaulted by husband
and she was alleged to have killed him with a hoe. Cause of
quarrel unknown. Parties thought to have been drunk.
C.I.D. Case File 309/64. - There was a quarrel because the
wife refused to cook food for her husband. Wife stabbed
husband once with knife and killed him. No statement that
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he had assaulted her initially.

38. C.I.D. Case File 332/64. - Accused found his wife committing
adultery in the forest. He beat her several times with the
stick he was carrying.

39. C.I.D. Case File 34/64. - The accused woman was coming home
from a bar at night. The deceased man attacked her into
having sexual intercourse. She pushed him with her hands
and in the fall he was killed. Both parties were thought to
have been drunk.

40. C.I.D. Case File 140/64. - Accused killed his wife with a
spear in their bedroom. The cause of the quarrel was because
she had run away from him. She had borne him eight children
of which five survived.

41. C.I.D. Case File 538/64. - There was a family quarrel over
food between two brothers. One beat the other with a stick
and he died on the spot in the homestead.

42. P. Bohannan (ed.), African homicide and suicide (princeton
1960), p. 230.

43. C.I.D. file details of case dated 21st February, 1960.
The victim returned horne at about 21.00 hours and asked his
son for a light so that he could see to push his bicycle
into the house. As his son opened the door of the house with
the lamp in his hand having walked over from his own hut, he
was shot from the banana trees at a range of about 60 feet.

44. C.I.D. file details of case dated 24.1.63.
A big number of about 400 Turkana tribesmen of whom ten were
armed with rifles raided the Dodoth and stole cattle, goats
and donkeys. Af ter some time the deceased and many other s
went to track their stolen cattle. They caught up with the
raiders who attacked them and shot the deceased. The Uganda
Rifles who were in the area also tracked and caught up with
the raiders who turned and attacked the soldiers by opening
rifle fire at them. The uganda Rifles opened fire and killed
four of the raiders and recovered all the stock.

45. Uganda Police. Memorandum addressed to the Cabinet Committee
on Crime. Undated, page 7. .

46. Uganda Police. Memorandum addressed to the Cabinet Committee
on Crime. Undated, appendix C.

47. M. E. Wolfgang, Pa tterns in :::rimL,al homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 86.

48. C.I.D. Case File 389/64. - The deceased who was the step
mother of the accused passed aremark about the accused~s

daughter which annoyed him. He struck her three times with
a stick and she died the same day. The post-mortem showed
that she had died from a ruptured spleen.
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49. M. Elliott, "Crime and the Frontier Mores," American Socio
logical Review, 9 (1944), 185-192.

50. D. Abrahamsen, Crime and the Human Mind (New York 1944),
p. 149.

L. Dublin and B. Bunsel, "Thou shalt not kill," Survey
Graphic, 24 (1935), 129-129.

51. O. Pollak, The Criminality of women (Philadelphia 1951),
p. 16.

52. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 95.

53. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 118.

54. C.I.D. Ca se File 521/64. - The husband beat his wife af ter
a quarrel following a beer party in which he is alleged to
have hit her four times with his fists. The husband tried
to take her to hospital but she refused and died af ter two
days.

55. C.I.D. Case File 323/64. - The husband tried to break into
his wife~s house to which she had refused him access because
he was drunk. She hit him with a stool. He was treated as
an out-patient for two day s but died at the dispensary on
the third day.

56. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 126-127.

57. C.I.D. Case Files 127/64 and 559/64. - The deceased was a
neighbour of the accused man and she used his latrine. He
killed her on the spot with repeated stick blows. Both cases
were similar involving Etesot men and women and occurring in
the afternoon.

58. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 134.

59. C.I.D. Case File 1100/64. - Wife had gone out drinking
during the day. When she returns at 5 p.m. the husband
strangled her with banana fibre.

60. C.LD. Case File 531/64. - Husband found his wife, from whom
he was separated, drunk at his son's beer party. He beat her
with a fly whisk hand le as a result of which she died af ter
4 days.

61. C.I.D. Case File 429/64. - The offender went to his neigh
bour to ask for fire. She abused and hit at him to which
he retaliated.

62. For a detailed analysis of the conflicting evidenee on the
connection between aleohol and homicide see Wolfgang, M.E.,
1958, p. 143-156.
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63. LA. Berg and V. Fox, "Factors in homicides committed by
200 males," Journal of Social Psychology, 26 (1947), 109-119.

64. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 162.

65. Uganda Police. Memorandum addressed to the Cabinet Committee
on crime. Undated, appendix C.

66. C.I.D. Ca se File 60/64. - Accused suspected his brother of
having poisoned his dog and stabbed him. No background
motive knovln but victim had taken some aleohol.
C.I.D. Ca se File 193/64. - Whilst drinking beer at the home
of a friend, the deceased told the accused to stop fighting.
C.I.D. Case File B. 292/64. - Quarrel and fight occurred
because the deceased who was drunk took meat from the pot in
which the accused~s girl friend was cooking.
C.I.D. Case File 6/64. - Accused suspected that the deceased
had been gossiping about him behind his back. Both had taken
some alcohol.
C.I.D. Case File 165/64. - Man was causing trouble whilst
drunk and the deceased told him to leave the party. He told
his Uncle who was drunk who speared the deceased.
C.I.D. Case File 924/64. - Fight developed because the
deceased who was the accused~s brother had beaten his
daughter. Killing occurred in the compound of the head of
the clan.
C.I.D. Case File 464/64. Offender~s goat ate victim~s

cassava and a fight broke out in which the latter was hit
on the head and died six weeks later. They were brothers.
C.I.D. Case File 523/64. - Accused stabbed the deceased
because his daughter had damaged his bicycle.
C.I.D. Ca se File B. 192/64. - Accused used to beat his step
son aged 15 months and say that he was teaching the child
good manners. The child died in hospital from the effects
of beating and kicking.
C.I.D. Ca se File 691/64. - Offender had borrowed victim~s

canoe without permission who then pursued him in another
canoe and in the fight was stabbed to death.

67. C.I.D. Case File 196/64. Woman aged 75 shot in her house
at night. Neither motive nor suspect known. Case unsolved.
C.I.D. Case File 543/64. - Housewife beaten to death in
bush by a man with whom she was not acquainted. No motive
recorded.
C.I.D. Ca se File 406/64. - Woman aged 16 years speared
several times in the bar where she worked by man with whom
she was casually friendly. No motive recorded.
C.I.D. Ca se File 10/64. - Accused stabbed victim once with
spear in the compound of a friend. No motive recorded. No
drinking involved.
C.I.D. Case File 724/64. - Accused beat the victim to death
on roadside. They were not known to each other. tlo drinking
involved. No motive recorded.

68. Criminal Sessions Ca se 236/65. High Court of Uganda,
K.T. Fuad, Judge. - Accused pleaded guilty to manslaughter
and stated 'I admit I killed him but did not intend to.
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I was drunk. I realise I did an unlawful act.' A very
terrible case. The weapon used is ghastly. 8 years imprison
ment.
C.I.D. Case Pile. - Motive not known. Quarrel and fight.
The accused was drunk.

Criminal Sessions Case 120/65. High Court of Uganda,
A.A. Baerlein, Acting Judge. - A fight started at a beer
party. Accused stabbed deceased twice with a knife. Deceased
had hit the accused who was older and taller than the
accused. Accused pleaded guilty to manslaughter. 3 years
imprisonment.
C.I.D. Case Pile. - Motive not known. Quarrel and fight.
Both parties had been drinking, but were not drunk.

69. C.I.D. Case Pile 364/64. - Accused refused to open the door
of the house to her drunk but young husband. He forced open
the door and she killed him with a blow from a stool.
C.I.D. Case Pile 309/64. - Accused refused to cook food for
her husband late at night. She stabbed him with a knife when
they started fighting. Neither person had been drinking.
C.I.D. Case Pile 434/64. - Accused refused to allow her
husband to have sexual intercourse with her. Her husband
struck her with a stick and she stabbed him to death with a
knife. Both had been drinking but were not drunk.
C.I.D. Case File B. 28/64. - The husband started to beat his
wife on suspicion of being unfaithful. She snatched the club
from him and beat him to death. Neither person had been
drinking.
C.I.D. Case Pile 98/64. - The wife beat her husband to death
with a stick af ter a quarrel at a beer party which she had
started. Both had been drinking but were not drunk.

70. C.I.D. Case Pile 174/64. - Accused strangled his wife in
their home. No motive known. Neither party had been drinking.
Event occurred late at night. Accused hanged himself before
morning.
C.I.D. Case Pile 897/64. - Accused hit his wife on the head
because he thought that she had taken a lover. Neither party
had been drinking. Event occurred in the late evening.
Accused hanged himself on a tree near the house.
C.I.D. Case Pile 1126/64. - Accused beat his wife to death
with a stick. No motive known. Neither party had been
drinking. Event occurred in the early evening. The accused
ran away and committed suicide.
C.I.D. Case Pile 150/64. - Accused killed his wife with a
machete because she had left him three months previously.
Neither party had been drinking. The accused hanged himself
soon afterwards.

71. C.I.D. Case Pile 140/64. - Accused speared his wife to death
in their bedroom in the late evening. Neither party had been
drinking. No motive known. Accused locked himself inside the
house with the dead body.
C.I.D. Case Pile 144/64. - Accused beat and kicked his wife
to death because she refused to have sexual intercourse with
him. Neither party had been drinking. Accused locked himself
inside the house with the dead body.
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72. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 189.

73. R.E.S. Tanner, Rural Crime in Uganda and Criminal Statistics
in East Africa (Uppsala 1970).

74. C.I.D. Case File 1112/64. - Accused had been drinking at
night with the victim at a beer party. There was no evidence
that they had known each other previously. He was 50 years
old and the woman a married housewife of 25 years. He raped
her and beat her to death.
C.I.D. Case File 410/64. - Accused who knew the victim
casually met her on the path in the early evening. He
attempted to rape her and she died the following day. Neither
party had been drinking.
C.I.D. Case File 829/63. - The victim was assaulted by un
known persons in the early evening. She had a stick inserted
into her vagina and died in hospital five days af ter the
crime. Case file closed unsolved.

75. C.I.D. Case File 297/64. - The deceased~s wife said that he
had had intercourse with his own daughter. A wife developed
in which he died from multiple blows. No evidence that the
parties had been drinking.

76. C.I.D. Case File 295/64. - The deceased made a homosexual
assault on the accused who was sleeping in the same prison
dormitory.
D.J. Sheridan, Judge - 6 months imprisonment to run con
currently with any sentence he is now serving.

77. C.I.D. Case File 378/64. - The accused heard someone moving
in the banana grove near to his house in the early part of
the night. He thought it was a wizard. He called and getting
no reply threw his spear. The parties were cousins. Neither
party had been drinking.
C.I.D. Ca se File 979/64. - The accused thought that the
deceased was a wizard who had come to bewitch him. He threw
his spear at him in the forest late at night. They were not
related. Neither party had been drinking.
C.I.D. Case File B. 93/64. - R.E.G. Russel, Judge.
Kapoeck recites facts. Accused and deceased in same beer
party. Deceased tried to drink beer of accused. Deceased
threatened accused that she would bewitch the hand with
which he had pushed her and he would not be able to move
his ar~ any more.
The following morning accused found difficulty in moving
his arm which he thought was bewitched. Reported to village
chief. Deceased came to accused and said she would heal him.
The chief was present. Agreed to heal the arm on a special
date. On that date the deceased did not fulfil her promise.
On 21.12.64 the deceased came to house of accused and
refused to drink the medicine first. Accused afraid he was
being poisoned and assaulted deceased by kicking and pushing
her - no offensive weapon. Accused frightened of being
killed. Deceased died 2 days later - fraetured ribs and
bleeding in chest - consistent with blows of a fi~c. 30 years
of age - no previous record.
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DalaI Accused young man of 30. Physically not weIl built
comes of a clanwhich believes in power of witchcraft. Thought
arm paralysed. Deceased brought him medicine and he thought
she was trying to poison and kill him. Refused to drink first
as proof that it was not poison. No intention of killing her.
Deceased undernourished - cause of an accelerated death.
Leniency.
Allocutus I have 2 children in School.
Court The accused was indicated for murder but in view of
the provocation he suffered at the hands of the deceased a
plea of guilty was, with the concurrence of the State
Attorney, accepted to the minor cognate offence of man
slaughter. This was a borderline case and although the
accused did not make use of any offensive weapon his belief
that he was bewitched by the deceaded did not in any way
justify his assault on her. I have borne in mind the age of
the accused, his clean record and what his advocate had to
say on his behalf in mitigation but he has committed a
serious offence and directly caused the death of the deceased.
Sentence Five years imprisonment. (Sgd) R.E.G. Russel,
Judge 15.4.65. -

C.I.D. Case File B. 68/64. - Accused stated that he was sent
by someone unknown to murder the deceased because she was a
witch. Neither party had been drinking. They were not related
or friends.
C.I.D. Case File. No reference number date of trial 15th Jan,
1965. Accused alleged that the victim who was an unrelated
female neighbour had killed his brother by witchcraft. He
shot her in the late evening in the compound of her house.

78. M.E. Wolfgang,
1958), p. 205.

(Philadelphia

79. H. von Hentig, The criminal and his victim, p. 392. Quoted
in M.E. Wolfgang, 1958.

80. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 210.

81. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 208.

82. R.E.S. Tanner, "Cattle theft in Musoma district Tanganyika,"
Tanganyika Notes and Records, 65(1966).

83. A.I. Richards, Economic development and tribal change. A
study of immigrant labour in Buganda. Heffer, Cambridge.
No date.

84. H. von Hentig, The criminal and his victim, p. 383-385.
Quoted in M.E. Wolfgang, 1958.

85. G. Tarde, Penal Philosophy (Boston 1912), p. 466.

86. T. Dequincey, On murder considered as one of the fine arts
(New York 1925), p~ 153. -------
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87. C.I.O. details of case - on the night of 1st/2nd December,
1964, at about 23.00 hours. The accused and his family heard
their goats and sheep crying in the kitchen where they were
sleeping. He went to see what was making them cry and found
they were being disturbed by an unknown thing. Inside the
kitchen was very dark so the accused then shot his spear
through an open hole in the door and reached the deceased,
who ran away. The accused raised the alarm and repor ted to
the local chief. Next morning the blood was followed and
the deceased ~Ias found dead about 600 yards from the house.

88. E.A. Court of Appeal 1954. 21. 201. Kalume Watuke R.V.
The deceased woman had for many years been living with the
appellant as his ~Iife, al though they were never lawfully
married. On the night of the 2nd August, 1953, the appellant
was away from home and returned early in the morning of the
3rd. On entering his hut he found the deceased in bed with
a man named Abdulkadir. He attacked Abdulkadir with a panga,
intending to kill him, and believed that he had done so, and
thereafter attacked and killed the deceased with an axe.
Abdulkadir recovered and gave evidence at the trial. The
appellant admits freely these facts and states on ly that he
acted as he did in uncontrollable anger at the woman"s
unfaithfulness. The learned trial Judge rightly considered
that he was bound by the decision of this Court in Rex. v.
Ali s/o Lugulula. (1958) 5 E.A.C.A. 113, ~Ihere it was held
that the defence of provocation could not be relied upon in
the case of a woman not regularly married, although found
in the act of what would, had there been a marriage, have
been adultery. Counsel for the Crown cited also the decision
of this Court in Rex v. Wanusu s/o Mwanjia 6 E.A.C.A. 76, to
point the contrast between the law applicable where the
parties are lawfully married and where they are not. It is
clear from the judgment of the learned trial judge that he
regarded this distinction as a wholly artificial and un
reasonable one, and that he would undoubtedly have found
the appellant guilty on ly of manslaughter had the law per
mitted him to do so. On the authorities as they stood at
the date of the judgment, there is no doubt that the learned
trial Judge"s decision was perfectly correct. Since that
date, however, this Court has reviewed the authorities on
provocation of the kind in question in the case of Chacha
s/o Wamburu v. Reg., 20 E.A.C.A. 339~ The decision in that
case seems to us to show quite clearly that the distinction
based on lawful marriage does not apply in this country.
The mer e fact that the parties were not married need not,
in our vie~I, prevent the seducer of the woman from committing
a "wrongful act or insult" within the meaning of section 204
of the penal Code and there is no reason why it should not
be found, as the learned trial Judge clearly did find, that
the provocation was sufficient in facto
On the authorities as they now stand the defence of provoca
tion was clearly open to the accused and we entirely agree
with the learned trial Judge that he should have the advantage
of it.
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89. C.I.D. Case File 1077/64. - The parties were brothers-in
law. Victim visited the home of the offender and became
annoyed when offender refused to let him take his girl to
live with him. A fight ensued and the deceased died from a
kick on the head.

90. C.I.D. Case File 748/64. - The offender had quarrelled with
his father the previous night alleging that he was in love
with his son~s wife. The next morning soon af ter dawn, he
speared his father twice in the latter~s compound. Both
parties were drunk. The offender was sentenced to death for
murder.

91. C.I.D. Case File 125/64. - The accused found his uncle
practising witchcraft at his own father~s grave. He strangled
him with banana fibre at the latter~s house before sunset.
He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to death.

92. Criminal Session Case 373/64. High Court of Uganda,
R.H. Keatinge, Judge. It would seem that the deceased 
accused~s father was the real aggressor. Accused merely
threw a stick at him whilst trying to escape and it is most
unfortunate that the blow happened to cause death. As
accused has already been in custody for 4 1/2 months I
consider he has suffered enough. I sentence accused to
imprisonment 'til the rising of the Court.

93. C.I.D. Case File 408/64. - When offender was in prison he
left his wife in his friend~s - the victim~s care who made
her pregnant. When he was released he killed the friend at
night with a grain pounding pole. Re pleaded guilty to
manslaughter and was sentenced to 2 1/2 years imprisonment.
The accused had not been drinking.

94a.Criminal Session Case 15/65. High Court of Uganda,
D.J. Sheridan, Judge.
Judgment - The accused is charged with the murder of Tom
Okabo on 6th August, 1964, at Arwoteek village in the Lango
district.
The accused, a fisherman on Lake Kioga, admits that he
knifed the deceased in the heart with his fishing knife.
(ExA) He alleges that on his release fro~ prison as a tax
defaulter af ter an absence of four days he found his house
locked and empty. Af ter a fruitless expedition to the Lake
to recover his fishing nets he retrieved his knife from his
dugout and when he arrived home at 9 p.m. he discovered his
wife Elen Aryemo (PW1) inside in comprising circumstances
with the deceased. When she eventually opened she was naked
and as she did so snatching a bed sheet and running to her
father the deceased rushed out, grappled and fought with
the accused who stabbed him with the knife as he thought he
was being overcome and in order to prevent the deceased
from escaping. In the opinion of the second assessor this
showed deliberation but if the accused was entitled to use
force in preventing the deceased from escaping his use of
excessive force would still make the offence manslaughter.
The finding of the abrasion on the accused~s left elbow
would point to some tussle. The prosecution does not account
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for this injury. Its case is that the deceased had come at
night merely to ask for mudfish. I am somewhat sceptical
about this. Re must have known that the accused had been in
prison and would probably have no fish in stock. I regard
his errand at that time or night as curious and more in tune
with the pursuit of love.
It is not in dispute that the accused was very angry and
called out to Yowabu Okello (PW3) to save him which suggests
that this was not to be cold blooded investigation into the
deceased~s intentions. Okello and Esau Owiny (PW4) may have
found the deceased still alive but I entertain a doubt as
to whether the accused calmly submitted to the abstration
of Erinayo Lee (PW3) the Leader of the Trading Centre,
before deliberately and cunningly stabbing the deceased.
Arising out of these two diametrically opposed versions I
share the suspicion of the first assessor that neither side
is telling the unvarnished truth. They were a clannish
circle and it would not be the first time that the husband
was framed in order to protect the wife. The deceased~s

behaviour to say the least of it, was incautious. Whether
the accused~s suspicions were real or imaginary ~here was
but a short interval of time between when he lost his self
controI and fatally stabbed the deceased and I am unable to
say that at the time of stabbing him he was not still swayed
by passion; R.v. Warusu s/o Mwanjia (1939) 6 EACA 76.
On the grounds of grave and sudden provocation I reduce the
charge and convict the accused of manslaughter contrary to
S 182 of the Penal Code. 5 years imprisonment.

94b.C.I.D. Ca se File 115/64. - The victim entered the offender~s

house not seeing him on the bed asked his wife who was making
fire if her husband was at home. As she apparently did not
answer he pushed her over on her back and was about to get
on her when offender woke up and killed him with his hands.
Neither parties had been drinking. Re was sentenced to 3
years imprisonment.

95. Criminal Session Case 154/65. - It is correct what I did
was unlawful and wrong.
Criminal Session Case 341/65. - I admit I killed her but I
did not intend to do so. ladmit it was an unlawful act.
Crimina1 Session Case 314/65. - I admit I killed her and I
was wrong to do so but I did not intend to ki11 her.

96. C.I.D. Case File 376/64. - The victim who was wife of the
accused had been tel1ing other women that she would 1eave
him because he was dirty. Re stabbed her three times with a
spear and went and told his mother. Neither party had been
drinking. Re was sentenced to 7 years imprisonment.

97. C.I.D. Case Fi1e un-numbered. - The wife threw curry powder
into her husband~s eyes. Re stabbed her in the stomach with
a knife in the early evening. Both parties were drunk.
Accused pleaded gui1ty to grevious bodi1y harm and was
sentenced to 12 months imprisonment.

98. C.I.D. Case Fi1es 989/64, B 359/64, 7/64, 969/64.
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99. C.I.D. Case Files 436/64, 98/64, 190/64.

100. C.I.D. Ca se File 472/64.

101. C.I.D. Case File 215/64.

102. C.I.D. Case File 376/64.

103. Unpublished data in possession of author.

104. Uganda Police. Memorandum addressed to the Cabinet Committee
on Crime. Undated, p. 4.
A severe handicap to the police both in the prevention and
detection of crime is that the public seem to distrust the
police and give them little assistance. It is our opinion
that this attitude can be traced to fundamental misconcep
tion about the police. Most people in this country have had
their first experience of judicial process in the local
a~linistration courts where hearsay, rumour and suspicion
are accepted as evidence. Because of this they do not
understand the standard of proof that is required in the
Central Government courts and an acquittal is regarded as
evidence of police inefficiency. They do not understand,
either, the quality of the evidence that is necessary
before an arrest can lawfully be made and they are convinced
that the police are apathetic if they do not arrest every
person who is suspected by the local inhabitants. It is to
be hoped that with the integration of the courts these
misconceptions will gradually disappear.

105. Uganda Police. Memorandum addressed to the Cabinet Committee
on Crime. Undated, appendix D.

106. There were 68 persons killed in one raid in February 1963
(20) as against 92 homicides and attempted homicides
recorded for the whole year in Appendix C. Uganda Police.
Memorandum addressed to the Cabinet Committee on Crime.

107. C.I.D. Case File 628/64. - The victim met the accused on a
pathway in the early night. He asked the victim what was
his name and the name of his father and then speared him.
No evidence that either party had been drinking.
C.I.D. Case File 486/64. - At the funeral of the deceased
to whom he was not related, the victim loudly proclaimed
that he had killed the offender-s brother who then took an
axe and struck him three times. Neither party had been
drinking.
C.I.D. Case File 542/64. - One man went to house of
offender and stabbed him in anger over debt of 20 cents.
Later offender went and stabbed the first offender-s
sister in her house from which she died.

108. C.I.D. Case File 432/64. - At a bar some Toro said that
they did not want Rwanda men to drink in the same place as
themselves. A fight started and the victim was stabbed with
a spear by the offender. Both parties appeared to have been
drinking.
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109. Personal experience of writer as District Commissioner in
Tanganyika 1948-1960 in carrying out ob1igatory reports on
death sentences.

110. C.I.D. Case Fi1e 270/64. - The victim who had been drinking
was the brother of his mother and was beating her. The
offender came to her defence and hit the victim severa1
b10ws with a stick from which he died on the spot. Re was
sentenced to imprisonment unti1 the rising of the court.

111. Court of appeal for Eastern Africa Chacha Wamburu V.R.
(1953) 20 EACA 339. Reversing conviction for murder and
substituting one of manslaughter with imprisonment for one
year. A lengthy judgement dealing with the nature of pro
vocation to killing in cases of adu1tery.

112. C.I.D. Case File 95/64. - The accused found his mistress
with another man at 2 a.m., stabbed him to death and gave
himself into custody two day s later. Re was sentenced to
death 7 months later.

113. C.I.D. Case File 183/64. - The accused struck his mother
once vlith a wooden po1e because she wou1d not stop beating
his brother and sister. Neither party was drunk. The
accused was sentenced to 2 1/2 years imprisonment.

114. C.I.D. Ca se Fi1es 955/64, 454/64, 359/64 and 422/64 for
food quarre1s; over drying coffee 167/64 and fetching water
147/64.

115. C.I.D. Case Fi1es 641/64, 3/64, 1051/64, 307/64, 872/64
(lmsband \'las drunk received 7 years on commutation by EACA
on an appeal from a death sentence).

116. C.I.D. Case File 323/64. - The accused on April 13 speared
one of severa1 men attempting to stea1 his catt1e at night.
He \'las found gui1ty of manslaughter on June 2nd and bound
over for 12 months.

117. C.I.D. Case Files 381/64 and 6/64.

118. Crimina1 Sessions Ca se B 381/1965. Righ Court of Uganda.
Judgment. R.E.G. Russel extracts ..... The wife died as a
result of shock and severe bleeding, she had been savagely
and brutal ly attacked and both her hands had been amputated
... Her lover died as a result of severe bleeding and shock
due to multiple \'lounds and a fractured skull ... The accused
also made an unS\'lorn statement in court in \'lhich he stated
that he had returned to his house and found the door locked
from the inside and sounds coming from inside as if his
wife \'las having or had just finished having sexual inter
course. He forced open the door and found the lover putting
on his trousers and his \'life fastening her dress. Re lost
control of himself and picked up something to cut his wife.
The lover ran out of the house and set fire to the kitchen
the accused pursued him and struck him ... (The \'litness)
further testified that the accused returned about 3 p.m.
and said that he had killed his \'life and started to cut
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down banana and cassava plants. (The witness) testified
that as the accused continued to cut banana and cassava
trees the remaining group then became frightened and ran
away.

llga.M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 134-167.

119b. W.A. Westley, "The escalation of violence through legi tima
tion," Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, (March, 1966), 120.

120. Ibid. 125. "some heroes are violent men, whose violence
seems good in a violent world."

121. R.E.S. Tanner, Survey of the attitudes to authority of
Kenya boys in school and on probation 1963. Unpublished.
Essays of Makerere, Uganda 3rd year under-graduates on
corporal punishment during a course on the Sociology of Law
and Crime, 1965. Unpublished.

122. M. Gold,"Suicide, homicide and the socialisation of
aggression," American Journal of Sociology, 63 (May 1958),
651-661.

123. E.H. Sutherland and D.R. Cressey, Principles of criminology
(Chicago 1960).
D.R. Cressey, Delinguency, crime and differential associa
tion (The Hague 1964).

124. M.E. Wolfgang and F. Ferracuti, The sub-culture of
violence (Tavistock 1967).

125. M.E. Wolfgang, Patterns in criminal homicide (Philadelphia
1958), p. 314-315. Note 7.

126. A.M. Lamont, "Forensic psychiatric practice in a South
African mental hospital," South African Medical Journal,
35-40 (1961), 833-837.

127. D.F. Roberts, Personnel communication. Males killed in
inter-tribal fights in the Sudan tended to be older rather
than younger males.

128. R.E.S. Tanner, The Buganda Emergency 1966. An analysis of
gossip collected during that month. Unpublished.
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