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To Our Readers

As always, there is very much going on in
Africa at this very moment. In the commentaries of this issue we try to capture some of the
many developments—some of them positive,
others more problematic. We are happy to
present as our first commentary an analysis of
the recent election in Kenya. After years of
repression and authoritarian leadership it
seems that the Kenyans have now taken a
major step towards democracy and participatory leadership. Dr Anders Närman from
Göteborg University has followed Kenyan
politics for a very long time. In his commentary
he is carefully optimistic about the future,
although he does not shy away from the pitfalls
that this development could meet on its way.
For the sake of Kenya and for Africa as a whole
we can only wish that the people of Kenya and
its leadership will use this golden opportunity
to give a good example of how to tread the path
towards democracy.
The second commentary on the issue of
child rape and HIV results from our research
project ‘Orphans and vulnerable children in
Africa’ run by Dr Bawa Yamba of our Institute
and is written by Charlene Smith, a South
African journalist. It deals with a subject which
noone can avoid taking seriously and trying to
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come to grips with. Again the question is only
how?
The third commentary is by Lovemore
Chipungu, a social scientist at the University
of Zimbabwe, on issues around government
and governance. He discusses the prospects for
a democratic development in Zimbabwe to
find out what would be required for a development towards true democracy in the country to
occur.
In the past year the Institute has been host
to a number of guest researchers addressing
research topics related to ‘The Second African
Diaspora’. Within a special block under research, Mai Palmberg of our Institute presents
the subject and a research forum that took
place at the Institute recently. She stresses that
‘The African Diaspora’ is becoming a theme of
research in its own right and that transnationality is the key. Identity following exile and
migration is complex—rather than merely assuming a new identity, migrants may assume a
double identity in relation to ‘here’ and home.
This notion is developed further in separate
articles by the three guest researchers Dr Wumi
Raji from the University of Ilorin, Nigeria, Dr
Lena Saywer, Mid Sweden University and Dr
Maria Eriksson Baaz, Göteborg University.
Finally we are also proud to present the
work and experience of Professor Ibrahim
Lipumba—a leading economist and politician
from Tanzania who visited our Institute as a
special guest in late 2002. The background and
motives of a successful teacher and researcher,
who felt compelled to go into politics and take
on the role of opposition leader, are portrayed
in an interview. He shows how his insights
from academia led to his becoming a socially
and politically motivated citizen of his country. ■
Lennart Wohlgemuth
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Elections in Kenya—What now?
By: Anders
Närman
Associate Professor, Department
of Human and
Economic Geography, Göteborg
University, Sweden.

Mwai Kibaki has broken the power chain of Kenya
African National Union (KANU), the party that has
ruled Kenya since independence 40 years ago. Led
by Daniel arap Moi, the country has faced economic decline and human rights abuses on a large
scale. Will Kibaki be up to the challenges facing his
new government?

In the elections on 27 December, 2002, an
overwhelming majority of Kenyans voted for
the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) and its
presidential candidate Mwai Kibaki. After 24
years as President, Daniel arap Moi lost his
hold on power. Entering into this new era of
Kenyan history means that many new hopes are
being nurtured. However, at the same time
there are many questions that need to be answered concerning Kenya’s future.
The Moi legacy will be remembered as
something of a dark age in Kenya for some
considerable time to come. His regime followed in the footsteps of his predecessor Jomo
Kenyatta, but adopted mainly the negative features. Undemocratic governance came to signify the rule of Moi, e.g. political murders,
torture, detention without trials, corruption
and election rigging on a massive scale. The
newly opened dungeons in the basement of
Nyayo House, in the middle of Nairobi, stand
as witness for the methods used by the Moi
Government to quell all sorts of opposition.
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However, this kind of rule, like Kenyatta’s, was
long accepted by the international community.
At least when the economy was doing reasonably well. It was during the 1980s that the
country gradually fell into disrepute and the
image of Moi turned increasingly into that of a
dictator. A symbol of the atrocities was the
brutal murder of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Robert Ouko.
In the early 1990s strong external pressures
influenced the Kenyan authorities to open up
for multiparty elections. Some time earlier KANU
had given itself the status as the only legal
political party. Two multiparty elections were
held in the 1990s (1992 and 1997), with Moi and
KANU as winners. On both these occasions the
incumbent President illustrated his ability as a
Professor of Politics. The opposition was split
and he used an intricate ethnic balance to
ensure he had a majority behind him in Parliament.
Presidential elections
After two previous attempts to become President, Mwai Kibaki was finally successful the
third time. This can be seen as the peak of a long
political career that goes back to the early 1960s
when he was first appointed as an Assistant
Minister. Since then he has been Vice President, and Minister of Economics, Home Affairs and Health. Even if Kibaki is regarded as
one of the most respected politicians in Kenya
the economic decline and human rights abuses
are related to his earlier spheres of responsibility.
When Kibaki won last year’s election he was
able to acquire a considerable majority of well
above 60 percent of the votes, while his major
opponent Uhuru Kenyatta (son of the first
President) was only able to reach some 30
percent. This can be compared to Moi who got
a total of 36 percent in 1992 and 40 percent five
years later.
In the 1997 elections the joint NARC leadership (including Kibaki) got a total of 58 percent
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of the votes. With a greater co-operation in
these two previous elections it might have been
possible to present Moi with a stronger challenge. In any case Kibaki has much more nation-wide support than Moi ever achieved.
The Parliament
When talking to one of the newly elected NARC
MPs recently I was told that the real battle was
to get the party nomination, not the actual
parliamentary elections. In fact, the NARC majority in 2002 went far beyond the KANU results
in the two previous elections. Out of 210 elected
seats in Parliament 126 were won by NARC,
against 63 for KANU. Apart from these two
parties an additional 14 seats were taken by FORD
People, which was led by a former Finance
Minister Simeon Nyachae, and some scattered
votes for a number of additional parties.
Even if many of the NARC MPs were newcomers to national politics, there are also clear
exceptions to this. Changing party alliances
have been part of political life in Kenya ever
since the 1960s. One example of this is the NARC
Minister of Works Raila Odinga, who entered
Parliament in 1992 on a FORD Kenya ticket.
When he was not able to secure the party
chairmanship after the death of his father
Oginga Odinga he took over a smaller party
NDP (National Development Party). In 1997 he
was elected MP for this new party, which he later
merged with the ruling KANU. This move can be
seen as an attempt to position himself in the
battle for the presidency. When this prospect
seemed to be receding he formed an opposition
within KANU against Uhuru Kenyatta and finally joined NARC a couple of months before the
general elections.
In addition to Raila Odinga NARC has among
its MPs a number of former KANU Ministers. At
the same time politicians with a more radical
image are found in the NARC ranks of MPs. In the
new NARC Cabinet we can also find some progressive academics like Professor Anyang
Nyongo.
Selecting a Cabinet must have been a very
delicate task with a whole lot of considerations
to be taken into account. The selections made
seem to represent numerous interests and the
former party allegiances. For the first time there
were three women Cabinet Ministers ap-
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pointed. Over the years, KANU Governments
had included only one female Cabinet Minister
and two Assistant Ministers.
We can observe that it did not take long
until some of the NARC MPs, originally from
KANU, not selected for the Cabinet expressed
their disappointment openly. On the other
hand the Kenya Human Rights Commission
issued a press statement raising doubts about
the inclusion of former KANU members that
were seen to be too close to the former regime.
One issue for the future will be to see how well
NARC will be able to keep the alliance together.
Unfortunately, within a week NARC lost its only
Cabinet Minister from the North-Eastern
Province in an air crash.
Immediately after the election many questions were raised on what role KANU and
Kenyatta would play as an opposition. Many
voices were heard about the need to re-vitalise
KANU. However, a number of leaders decided to
leave the party. A confrontation between the
new and the old Government soon became
apparent in relation to the ownership of
Kenyatta Conference Centre, which KANU saw
as their property.
The ethnic dimension
As already indicated there is a clear ethnic factor
to account for in any kind of election analysis in
Kenya. Going back to the time of independence it was claimed that KANU mainly represented the interests of the two largest ethnic
communities in the country, i.e. the Kikuyu and
Luo, while the opposition KANU safe-guarded
the rights of minority groups. KADU was dissolved and many of its leading politicians, including Moi, were to eventually join the governing party. However, the legacy of KADU lived
on within KANU, especially after Moi’s takeover, which was expressed in a debate on federalism—majimbo. During the multiparty era in
the 1990s the Kikuyu and Luo were increasingly
alienated from KANU. Not a single MP from
these two communities was elected as a KANU
candidate. Instead Moi used his right to nominate members, so that he could get at least one
Cabinet Minister from each of the two groups
represented in the Cabinet.
In the presidential elections during the
1990s, the two main groups were not able to find
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a common candidate, so the vote was split. In
1992 the major challenge came from Matiba,
Kibaki (both Kikuyu) and Odinga (Luo). Five
years later Kibaki came second and Raila Odinga
third. In addition the two ethnic groups that are
third (Luhya) and fourth (Kamba) in size each
had one candidate. Against this Moi was able to
get solid support from his own group (Kalenjin),
as well as most of the smaller ones at the coast
and the people of the large arid and semi-arid
areas in the north and partly the south (Masai).
Interestingly, Kibaki’s main opponent in
the 2002 elections was a Kikuyu (Kenyatta),
who was successful in his own home district
(Kiambu). Strong KANU regions, such as NorthEastern and the central part of Rift Valley
Provinces were the only other areas with a
majority vote for Kenyatta. A conclusion which
can be drawn from this is that Kibaki can be
regarded as the first really national President.
At the same time, to achieve this status he relies
heavily on close collaboration with some key
personalities from particularly the Luo, Luhya
and Kamba groups. We can note that the
parliamentary balance is also based on similar
ethnic arithmetic. From this might follow that
the new Kenyan regime is basing its power on
a rather fragile foundation. Further, some of the
individuals who are at present acting as guarantees for this structure are heavily implicated
from previous positions within KANU.
The political agenda for Kibaki and NARC
Following upon the appointment of the NARC
Cabinet, many of the newly appointed Ministers tried to introduce a number of reforms.
Strong concerns were expressed about the national economy if all of them were to be
achieved. So, for example, education for all was
proclaimed almost directly after the new Minister of Education Saitoti (former KANU Vice
President) was appointed, but even if this is a
very commendable reform it is not so easy to
achieve without much more thorough planning.
After years of decay the agenda for the new
Government consists of numerous sectors that
need urgent attention, such as:
The administrative structure. After being
under an administration that has to a large
extent been corrupt and incompetent, with
many civil servants appointed as a result of
4

nepotism or on ethnic grounds, it is time to
renew the civil service. This process was started
very soon after the new Government came into
office. The fight against corruption has to be
high on the agenda—from the top and down.
Socio-economic development. It is high time
to get the economy on the right track again, but
this has to be done so that all Kenyans are able
to benefit from improved economic standards.
It is essential that the new regime avoids a
policy leading to a continued social exclusion
for many of its citizens. Northern Kenya has to
be included more directly in national development. The donor community seems to be positive to the new Government and President, but
this must not lead to new forms of dependency.
Within the development agenda external assistance must be balanced with civil society
efforts.
Violence and human rights abuses. For too
long Kenyans have been exposed to all forms of
violence and human rights abuses. Criminal
activities have for many been the only way to
survive. Ethnic clashes, cattle rustling and disputes in the border regions have led to a large
number of internally displaced persons. Many
Kenyans have been the victims of state repression, which has led to the call for a truth
commission. The question is how well the new
Government will be able to bring the guilty to
justice or how far this will turn into a new
bloody witch-hunt.
Constitution. Since some time back a commission has been working on a new constitution. In order to make the new euphoria last it
is important that the political rules are demarcated as soon as possible.
These are only a few of the issues for urgent
attention. The first period of the new Government will set the tone for the years to come. A
lot will depend on how well the new regime is
able to consolidate its rule, and which faction in
the leadership devises the political direction.
Without careful balancing, there is a risk that
we will experience new divisions and rivalries
for political influence.
Postscript
A first assessment of the new Government
made after 100 days by the Kenya Human
Rights Commission gives notice of both successes and failures. It was observed that the
News from the Nordic Africa Institute 2/2003

commentaries
Government had set a new hopeful mood for
the country, which was also confirmed by an
opinion poll carried out by The Nation newspaper. However, the Government has not been
able to build on the popular mood to make any
fundamental changes. Achievements in the
fight against corruption and in the work towards a new constitution will need more time to
be evaluated objectively. It would seem that an
early move to increase salaries for MPs and
Ministers was a tactical mistake. Many high

ranking civil servants have been replaced thus
far, but in this exercise, as well as in appointments to the Cabinet, there have been voices of
complaint that regional, ethnic and gender
imbalances are not properly addressed. There
are still uncertainties surrounding two major
issues, i.e. (i) the health of the President and his
deputy, and (ii) how long the fragile coalition
will hold, against the many strong personal
ambitions that it has contained at this early
stage. ■
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The Relation between HIV Prevalence
and Virgin Rape

By: Charlene
Smith
journalist, documentary film
maker and author, South Africa

In this commentary, Ms Smith treats a theme that
cannot but conjure utter abhorrence in any of us:
the rape of young children, so-called virgin rape,
which, sadly, appears to be increasing in countries
with high HIV/AIDS prevalence.

Rape is the most silent of four letter words.
Few use it easily. The notion of the sexual
violation of an indidivual is repulsive. Human
rights organizations say that rape is akin to
torture. And yet, there is a curious inertia
around combating the scourge of ‘virgin’ rape
that accompanies high HIV prevalence, and
lack of access to treatment, in some countries
with high HIV infection.
Many countries in Africa, India and the
Caribbean are reporting the phenomenon of
the rape of babies—some only a few days old—
and the rape of very small children and very
elderly women, in the belief, by those that rape,
that sex with such females, or small boys, will
rid them of HIV. Superstition in many cultures,
and religions, including Westernised religions,
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has it that vaginal lubrications are ‘dirty’ and
probably disease carrying.
UNAIDS reported in December 2002 that
the highest incidence of HIV worldwide was in
women—55 percent, with 58 percent of those
infected in Africa being female. The USA
Centers for Disease Control has noted that
the highest incidence of HIV infection in the
USA—68 percent of those infected— is among
African-American women.
HIV is the flagbearer, the early warning
system of human rights abuses in any culture.
Whether it is alerting the world to homophobia or sexual violence, it goes the most vulnerable, the most vilified and the most silent in any
culture and washes across them—until action
is taken. But even though the World Health
Organisation and UNAIDS, jointly reiterated in
March 2003 that sexual violence is a primary
causative agent in HIV transmission (a woman
or child whose right to say “no” to forced sex or
rape is ignored), pathetically little is being done
to combat virgin rape. Shame and horror at
what is happening to very small children seem
to immobilize action to stop it. Too many say,
“how can such terrible things happen”, too few
are examining how to stop it from happening
and implementing solutions.
Between October and December last year,
Gauteng, the smallest and most populous province of South Africa, reported a 30 percent
increase in rape, most of it child rape. South
Africa, according to Interpol, has the highest
incidence of rape in the world—with a rape
every 26 seconds—and the most violent rape.
Testimony to South African parliamentary
hearings into baby rape in March 2002 presented estimates that half a million children are
sexually abused each year. Childline, a counselling and welfare service for children, esti-
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mates that one in four girl children, and one in
five boys have been sexually molested by the
age of 16.

portunistic infections—coupled with the
world’s highest HIV infection rates and a culture
of violence has not helped.

The virgin cleansing myth
There are many reasons for the rape of small
children, and it is important to bear in mind
that it is not a new phenomenon. One reason
is linked to a myth in Africa, parts of India and
the Caribbean that if an HIV-infected person
rapes a virgin, he can rid himself of the virus.
The myth is similar to one that prevailed in
19th century England where some believed
that sex with a virgin could cure a man of
venereal disease. Leclerc Madlala notes that,
“according to the virgin cleansing myth (in
southern Africa), a man can ‘cleanse’ his blood
of HIV/AIDS through intercourse with a virgin,
sexual intercourse with a virgin is thought to
provide inoculation against future HIV infection.” The vaginal passage is seen as being
‘sealed off’ by the intact hymen (which) is
viewed as a barrier that prevents HIV from
getting into the girl’s womb and thus her
‘blood’. But too, “the vagina of a pre-pubescent
girl is not associated with the vaginal
lubrications of the adult woman (which are
considered dirty) and is conceptualised as
‘clean’, ‘dry’, ‘uncontaminated’. Being a dry
surface, it is believed that ‘dirt’ (HIV) cannot
easily attach itself.”
She says, “myths exist to explain the unexplainable. They give meaning to realities that
are beyond control. They provide an alternative way of knowing. In times of desperation
myths (and the behaviours they inform) are
more likely to come to the fore as people
frantically search for answers, meanings, and
solutions. When faced with a protracted and
painful death through AIDS (and no accessible
modern treatment as an alternative) is it surprising what some people would be willing to
try as a possible cure? Childline reports a 400
percent increase in child rape in the past decade
and a half. In KwaZulu Natal there is hardly a
community that is not discussing child rape
and the idea that one can secure an AIDS cure
through virgin sex.”
A failure by the South African government
to extend universal access to basic HIV treatment—simple medications to counteract op-

The case of Baby Tshepang
The South African Law Commission estimates that 1.6 million women and children, in
this nation of 43 million, are raped each year. In
1998, the Department of Justice said 54,000
rapes were reported, perpetrators were arrested
in seven percent of the cases, but less than one
percent went to jail. Along the way case files
get ‘lost’, sold, or rape survivors withdraw
charges.
Anele Mda (24 years old) of an HIV activist
group called Creative Young Women in the
Indian Ocean resort town of Port St Johns
says, “men are sleeping with babies aged from
two to five. They say they will be cured of HIV/
AIDS. They rape grannies too because they say
an old woman who has not had sex for ten or 20
years is like a virgin.” Sylvia Mdluli of the
National Peace Accord, a group that tries to
end the reasons for conflict in southern
KwaZulu Natal, an Indian Ocean province of
South Africa, says boys and girls are sodomised
“because men say the children will remain
virgins longer and can be used again”.
At the Red Cross Children’s hospital in
Cape Town, nine years of research presented
in December 2001 showed that three-yearolds are more likely to be raped than any other
age group. And yet, there is a curious inertia
about effectively grappling with virgin rape.
It was the rape of a nine-month-old baby,
known as Baby Tshepang, in November 2001
that awoke South Africans to the problem. In
March 2002 police arrested 23-year-old David
Potse, a former boyfriend of Tshepang’s
mother. On the day he was arrested Tshepang
was undergoing her seventh reconstructive procedure at the Red Cross Children’s Hospital in
Cape Town. During court testimony it was
revealed that his commonlaw wife, Lya
Booysen, watched while he raped the infant.
He received a life sentence.
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Lack of forensic knowledge
A twenty-minute drive from the Red Cross
Children’s hospital are the South African police forensic laboratories. In an office filled
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with ferns and certificates, senior superintendent Petra Hennop, head of the biology section
that tests for DNA leans over new crime kits.
Although the new crime kits into which medical officers put forensic material from rape
survivors are among the best in the world, the
Forensics Department has no budget to train
people so very few have been trained since they
were issued in October 2001.
And in 1999, Minister of Health, Manto
Tshabalala Msimang began closing down district surgeon’s offices, where forensic tests after
rape are carried out, as a cost cutting exercise.
Now most forensic examinations—in this
crime ridden nation—are carried out by doctors who may, or may not, have undergone an
optional 50 minute forensics training during
their seven years of medical studies in a South
African university. A lack of forensic knowledge leads to violent crime often going unpunished.
Last year the Delft laboratories received
12,000 blood and semen samples for DNA testing, more than half were for rape. The Pretoria
police forensic laboratories received three times
this figure. Petra Hennop observes that, “with
babies and little children, or women brutally
raped, there is so much blood that it can
overwhelm the DNA”.
Physical consequences of child rape
At the Red Cross Children’s Hospital in Cape
Town, Dr Sebastian van As who heads the
trauma unit, says that long term physical consequences of sexual assaults in small children
include dysuria (pain when urine is passed
which leads to them becoming frightened to
urinate), temporary urinary incontinence (urine
leaks out), perineal infection (an abscess or
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wound of the perineum that resists healing)
and ecopresis (when they are unable to keep
the stool in). In the rape of infants the perineum gets ripped and the vagina and anus
become a single wound. “If the rupture extends
into the abdomen the children develop peritonitis and die within a day. These children have
scar tissue that will ensure they will never have
a completely normal sex life.”
The South African government promised
in April 2002 to “immediately” provide postexposure prophylaxis after rape to prevent HIV,
this has failed to materialize in all but a dozen
hospitals. Dr Ames Dhai of the Nelson
Mandela School of Medicine says those raped
in South Africa have a 40 percent risk of being
infected with HIV.
South Africa’s Medical Research Council
reported in August 2000 that, “the belief that
having sex with a virgin can cleanse a man of
HIV has wide currency in sub-Saharan Africa.
In sexual health promotion workshops in South
Africa a third of participants indicated that
they believed this.” A survey early in 2002
among Daimler Benz automobile workers in
Pretoria by the University of South Africa,
found that 18 percent believed the virgin myth.
Six times more girl children are HIV-infected in Africa than boys according to UNICEF.
Koketso Rantona, who heads Botswana’s
department of Women Affairs, notes that
“when a child is raised she is told it is OK for a girl
to have sex with her uncle, ‘setlogolo ntsha
ditlhogo’; girl children are not raised to know
‘bad touches’. Traditionally sex with young girls
was sanctioned through arranged marriages of
young women. This tradition has changed but
the perception that it is nice for an older man to
have sex with a young girl hasn’t.” ■
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Governance in Zimbabwe
By: Lovemore
Chipungu
Department of
Rural and Urban Planning,
University of
Zimbabwe.

Decolonisation should be a process of political and
economic transition. The change of power relations ought to lead to socio-economic restructuring. All too often, however, continued (though
modified) inequalities remain under a political
sphere, which falls short of initiating decisive social change.

Policy is politics, and politics is power. The
power of the modern state is derived in part
from its capacity to direct and control production systems. But this power in Zimbabwe, like
in many other former colonial countries, has
since Independence still been entrenched in the
hands of the minority—the former colonial
masters. The need to correct this imbalance has
seen the ZANU PF government taking fundamental steps through policy measures. The
political party became the major source of national policies. These policies are proposed at
special party congresses. When such policies are
initiated, they are dramatized to produce a sense
of urgency. In 1984, the ZANU PF congress
emphasised that the party directed the government and not vice versa. The first policy articulation of these views was through the Prime
Minister’s directive of 1984, which outlined
decentralisation of development structures from
the village level to the provincial level. Similarly,
the current land reform was initiated at high
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party levels and used as a campaign tool during
the run-up to the presidential elections in March
2002. Over 90 percent of the policy-makers are
members of the ruling party. Thus policy-making is largely party-centred with small closed
elites making decisions with little consultation.
Even the bureaucrats in the party do not have
the influence to make the political leadership
conscious of the need for alternative policies.
Top-down policy design
Another common feature of policy formulation
is that policies at times begin as directives from
ministers. Such policies tend to be beyond public criticism. Ironically, those in authority will
always defend their decisions in the name of
public interest despite the fact that all avenues
for the public to air their views will be closed. At
a meeting held by the Association of Urban
Councils, the Minister of Local Government,
Public Works and National Housing emphasised that “the government will not remove
directives” since it aims to protect public interest (The Herald, 06/06/02). Normally, such policies are ‘revolutionary’ in nature since their aim
is to bring immediate change. It is this characteristic feature that is called ‘motivation outruns
understanding’ since no time is taken to understand how other factors would contribute to the
operation of that policy. They are articulated in
such a way as to institute urgency in their
implementation. The directive to rename
schools in order to remove colonial names is a
good example of such policies. The directive
was announced in mid-2001 and it was expected
that by December 2001 the implementation
should be completed. Unfortunately, such policies undermine and disregard the needs of the
very institutions charged with that responsibility because the focus is on ‘change now’. Yet
systematic parameters through which that policy
should be implemented are not clearly defined.
A multi-stakeholder society requires a participatory forum for policy development. But
the current institutional design and political
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culture seems to undermine the existence of
such a platform. A multi-stakeholder society
must argue on policy principles. But unfortunately for Zimbabwe, consultation is at its
lowest ebb. Ironically, there are well-developed
institutions through which consensus-building
can be achieved, such as the National Economic Consultative Forum (which brings together business people, the labour movement
and government). But these institutions have
been reduced to ‘talk shops’. There is very little
consultation and consensus among stakeholders. The policy design process tends to be top
down. This explains why most policies lack
collective national ownership. Commenting on
the government’s policy of renaming schools,
the Permanent Secretary of Education, Sports
and Culture argued that with some policies,
“you just proceed, otherwise you do not change
anything because you do not expect to get 100
percent consensus” (Vasity Times, June 2002).
Lack of consultation on major policy issues
is not a new phenomenon to Zimbabwe. The
Economic Structural Adjustment Programme
(ESAP) was simply announced without prior
debate and consultation. Hence policies that
emanate as directives are vague and unclear
because they are ‘half-baked’. Recently a Commercial Bank of Zimbabwe official, in confirmation of this view, labelled the government’s
new funding policy for tertiary education as
“characterised by mystery and confusion” largely
because little was done to inform the beneficiaries on the implementation of the policy (Vasity
Times, June 2002).
The economy of affection
Perhaps the worst development in the formulation and implementation of policy in Zimbabwe is the extent to which politics has been
allowed to filter from the political institutions
(via ministers) to the bureaucratic organs of the
government. This is simply because the policy
making machinery is highly politicized and
tilted towards one political party. It is quite an
inevitable situation since the extreme powers of
the executive president allow him to appoint
ministers, 30 members of parliament, members
of various commissions, judges, executive heads
of ministries and ambassadors. These are the
very people who participate in policy formula-
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tion as part of the ruling elite. Some political
commentators have argued these are in essence
political appointees who are elected to safeguard party supremacy. There is no objection to
the civil service being controlled by politicians
since they are supposed to carry out the policies
of the duly elected representatives of the people.
But if civil servants’ perception of politics develops beyond the rational and professional framework, then they become sycophants. The development of the “economy of affection” and its
associated political spoils are gradually encouraging politicisation of the public service. Hence
in as much as the policies are at times highly
politicised, so is the implementation process.
This normally results in misrepresentation of
facts as policy makers and implementers try to
appease those in high office.
The struggle for good governance
The emerging picture from this discourse is
that there is too much political interference in
administration and in the assignment of responsibilities. This was summarized by a UNDP
and UNCTAD report in 1999, which noted “the
capacity in the public sector is constrained by
political interference. This political interference is such that in certain cases when the
bureaucrats have formulated policies guided by
economic implications... politicians put aside
such policy changes simply on the basis of
political expediency.” This in turn has greatly
affected governance. The observation that the
generation after independence in Africa is struggling to establish good governance is also very
true of Zimbabwe.
The need to accommodate new policies and
to coerce people to accept them has been backed
by the inauguration of new laws. While it is the
norm that new policies should be protected by
laws, it is also imperative to allow people to
respond to such policies. Where laws enacted
tend to curb people’s response to certain policies, there is infringement on the people’s rights
to air their views. It is common knowledge that
when people’s approved avenues to voice their
views are closed, they might resort to mass
action (such as peaceful demonstrations). Unfortunately, new legislations in Zimbabwe make
it an offence even to criticise an official who
holds public office while “unnecessary” gather-
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ings of more than ten people are also illegal (as
espoused in the Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act and the Public Order
and Security Act, 2002). These new laws contradict Section 21 of the Constitution that
enshrines freedom of assembly and association.
That freedom is now only granted to certain
members of the society. Some social analysts
argue that this is always the case when governments come up with “quick fix policies that are
divorced from economic and human rights
fundamentals” (Mudzimu in The Financial
Gazette, 23 June 2002).
Accountability and transparency are key
issues in the pursuance of good governance.
Accountability is about keeping promises and
public trust. The current policies that are being
enacted by the Zimbabwean government have
been labelled by some commentators as “political gimmicks and facades”. Because of that
element of lack of acceptance, they are seen as
creating the basis for poor governance.
Chinyama (in The Financial Gazette, 20 June
2002) observed that the government’s excessive
intervention has resulted in the adoption of
“preferential schemes such as restrictions on
foreign exchange, trade and price controls.
These offer tempting opportunities to officials
to use whatever discretion they have to elicit

bribes or kickbacks from those who would
benefit from preferential treatment.” For example, the National Oil Company of Zimbabwe (Noczim) lost Z$ 1.4 billion through corruption. Even President Mugabe admitted a
connection between corruption and inefficiency
in some parastatals (The Herald, 28 December
2000).
One of the fundamental tasks of modern
governments is to maintain international recognition. According to the Zimbabwe Human
Development Report by UNDP in 2000, global
governance is about how individual countries
interact with each other through economic,
political and financial institutions. Such recognition will only occur if national policies are
acceptable to the international community. The
Zimbabwean government, in contrast, is facing
immense pressure from the international community because of the current crisis in governance and democracy. ■

This article is a shorted version of a paper presented to
the conference ‘(Re-) Conceptualising Democracy and
Liberation in Southern Africa’, which was organized in
July 2002 by the Nordic Africa Institute in collaboration
with local partners in Windhoek, Namibia (see the report in News no. 3/2002).
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“Politics is too important to be left
to professional politicians”
Ibrahim Haruna Lipumba, leader of the opposition party Civic United Front/Chama Cha Wananchi in
Tanzania, has an academic career parallel to his political one. After completing his Master’s degree at the
University of Dar es Salaam in 1978, Lipumba took a PhD in economics at Stanford University, USA. In 1983,
he returned to the University of Dar es Salaam, where he started teaching economics. Lipumba also
conducted research and took active part in the policy debates. In 1991, Lipumba was appointed as
Economic Adviser to President Ali Hassan Mwinyi, and in 1993–1995, he was a Visiting Professor of
Economics at Williams College, Massachusetts, USA. There, he was part of a team evaluating the crisis of
aid donors and Tanzania. In 1996–98, Lipumba worked at the United Nations University World Institute of
Development Economics Research (UNU WIDER).

Lennart Wohlgemuth (LW): You spent three
months in late 2002/early 2003 as a Guest Researcher at our Institute. What has been your aim in
spending this time in Uppsala and what was your
research focus?
I have spent most of my time in Uppsala reviewing and rethinking development policy in Tanzania. I started by reviewing the levels of poverty in Tanzania. The Household Budget Survey 2000/2001 has reported that the people
living below the poverty line decreased from 39
percent in 1991 to 36 percent in 2000. These
estimates have been derived by using an extremely austere poverty line. An adult spending
Shs 330 per day in Dar es Salaam is considered
to be non-poor. I have re-estimated the incidence of poverty using an internationally accepted poverty line of spending one purchasing
power parity dollar. My estimates indicate that
poverty has increased from 48.5 percent in 1991
to 75 percent in 2000. The main cause for the
increase in poverty is that growth has been
modest, an average of 4.2 percent per year
during 1995–2000 and income distribution has
worsened. The fastest growing sector is mining
but it is capital intensive, does not generate
employment and has displaced artisan miners.
The agricultural sector has been neglected. The
growth of agricultural value added has hardly
kept pace with population growth rate. Although the agricultural sector employs 70 per-
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cent of the labour force, in the past seven years
the government has allocated only four percent
of its total expenditure in this sector.
An appropriate development strategy in
Tanzania must focus on transforming the agricultural sector and promoting labour intensive
industries and services.
The government has been successful in reducing inflation from 34 percent in 1994 to 4.5
percent in 2002. The success in reducing inflation is largely the result of stringent use of the
cash budget to contain aggregate government
expenditure. Reducing inflation to single digit
levels by itself will not mobilise domestic saving
and increase investment.
Financial sector reforms that included the
privatisation of state owned banks have not
improved the availability of financial services.
Households with bank accounts have decreased
from 18 percent in 1991 to six percent in 2000.
The percentage of households that had access to
bank loans decreased from 1.2 percent in 1991 to
0.6 percent in 2000. The interest rate spread (the
difference between the lending rate and the
deposit rate) is very high ranging between 15 and
17 percent. With such inadequate financial services, limited access to credit and the prohibitively high cost of credit sustained high growth
rate of output cannot be achieved. There is an
obvious market failure in the financial sector that
has to be tackled by government intervention.
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In order to address mass poverty, Tanzania
needs to move beyond the Washington consensus policies to focus on an agriculture-led
development strategy based on enhancing the
democratic rights of the rural population and
empowering smallholder farmers to increase
their productivity. We need to deliberate on the
appropriate institutional and policy framework
for promoting broad-based development learning from our past mistakes and successes.

“Even in the era of globalisation, development is a
do-it-yourself process.”

I also continued to work on globalisation
and Africa’s development. In this research I
attempt to answer key questions on globalisation. Is sub-Saharan Africa being marginalised
in the global economy because of bad domestic
policies, or because of unequal and exploitative
terms of integration into the global economy?
Does globalisation offer poor African countries
an opportunity to leapfrog several decades of
development if they combine their low wages
with basic education, technical skills and export-led growth to take advantage of the rapidly
opening global markets? Can globalisation be
managed to promote pro-poor growth that
utilises abundant labour, generates employment and avoids ruthless growth that increases
income inequality and the ranks of the poor?
Even in the era of globalisation, development is a do-it-yourself process. Africa needs
policies to integrate into the global economy
while promoting poverty reducing growth.
Broad participation of the population in the
market economy by utilizing Africa’s comparative advantage in agriculture is an important
initial step. Policies that support smallholder
farmers to participate in a market economy and
protect rights of peasants, including women, to
access land, credit and improved technology are
particularly important for broad-based development.
African countries’ mineral resources have
not been fully utilised. Foreign investment is
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indispensable for the exploration and exploitation of these resources. It is however important
to adequately tax the rents to support human
development that is an end in itself but will also
create new areas of more rewarding comparative advantage. Special efforts are however
needed to attract FDI in export-oriented manufacturing. Investment in infrastructure including telecommunications, power, water supply,
roads and ports is a pre-requisite. The private
sector may provide part of this investment
particularly in telecommunications, but the
public sector will have to be responsible for the
other investments particularly road infrastructure. A minimum basic level of human development in the form of universal basic education,
health, nutrition and housing is necessary for a
sustained integration into the global economy.
I presented my research findings on globalisation and economic development in Africa at
a panel discussion held at the University of
Lund on 8 January 2003. I was also honoured to
speak at the Swedish Parliament in a seminar
on Democracy and Economic Development in
Tanzania, organised by The Liberal Party of
Sweden and The Swedish International Liberal Centre (SILC).
LW: What has been your research focus in the past?

As a development economist my research focus
has been wide. It has included macro-economic
management and modelling, exchange rate
policy, agricultural development strategy,
globalisation and human development and development policy in a globalising world. I have
published papers in all these areas.
LW: You are now involved in politics in Tanza-

nia. What makes a senior and prominent researcher
enter the arena of politics?
I believe that politics is too important for development in poor countries such as Tanzania to
be left to professional politicians. I entered the
Presidential race in 1995 to initiate development policy debate.
My party was strong in Zanzibar and was
expected to win the elections in that part of the
country, but weak in mainland Tanzania. I
believed that being a mainlander I would provide a unifying link if my party won the elec-
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tions in Zanzibar and the ruling party won
the elections in
mainland Tanzania. The main
opposition candidate in mainland Tanzania
was not providing a principled
challenge agProf. Ibrahim Haruna Lipumba ainst the past
policies of the
ruling party and
was using the tactic of blaming the Indian
business community for the economic problems
affecting the majority of Tanzanians. I believed
it was my civic duty to accept the challenge and
debate the past policies of the ruling party that
hindered individual freedom, freedom of expression and deliberately curtailed opportunities for self-advancement and the establishment
of a broad-based market economy. I also articulated a socially inclusive market oriented development strategy that had confidence in Tanzanians’ ability to manage their own affairs and
establish a vibrant economy. I did not expect to
win the presidential election. My objective was
to strengthen democracy by debating and supporting policies that promote an open society,
the rule of law, and establishing a socially inclusive competitive market economy. To promote
growth requires institution arrangements that
clearly define and protect property rights and
encourage the establishment of transparent and
accountable government that prioritises its expenditure on education, health, infrastructure
and agriculture.
As one of the members of Professor Gerry
Helleiner’s team that evaluated the donor–
government relations I had realised that the
levels of corruption had reached an astonishingly dangerous level that was threatening political and economic stability. By raising the
corruption and governance issues in the campaign, I believed they would be included in the
policy agenda by whoever won the presidential
elections.
After the elections, I returned to the University to teach but I was expelled from the
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University for political reasons. The official
reason was that I had gone to Washington for
short-term research without permission from
University authorities.
LW: How do you see the development in Tanzania
in the immediate future? As an opposition politician, do you see a development towards a ‘real’
democracy?
After forty years of independence, 75 percent of
Tanzanians are poor spending less than one
euro a day. Life expectancy at birth has decreased from a peak of 52 years in 1991 to 48
years in 2000. Infant mortality is 104 per 1,000
live births. Tanzania needs to initiate a broadbased growth of output of eight percent per
year, invest in agriculture and rural infrastructure and improve the delivery of education and
health services. Agricultural transformation is
the key to long-term development and poverty
eradication in Tanzania. In the past seven years
the government has allocated less than four
percent of its total budget directly in the agricultural sector. Tanzania is lucky. It has plenty
of land. Land grabbing is on the increase and
the government has unfortunately ignored the
key recommendation of the Shivji Commission, the recommendation on its land policy
particularly providing security of access to land
by peasants.
Tanzania has important characteristics that
make it feasible to establish a democratic society and a broad-based socially inclusive market
economy. First, there is a common lingua franca,
Kiswahili, that provides a cultural and communication bond. Second, in many rural areas of
the country almost all households have access to
land and we do not have a landed gentry and a
landless peasantry. Third, the potential of promoting economic growth based on smallholder
agriculture and labour intensive manufacturing
has yet to be fully exploited. The mineral potential that is just beginning to be exploited can
provide government revenues to support human resource development including investment in education and life-long learning, and
improvement in health services. Fourth, the
potential of increasing living standards by concentrating public resources on basic health and
education is enormous. Fifth, Tanzania does
not have a history of civil violence and political
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extremism and the people have a tradition of
tolerance and compromise. It is possible to
encourage competitive political processes based
on policy issues rather than ethnic, racial or
religious chauvinism and character assassination.
Establishing a democratic system of government with free and fair elections and where
democratically elected governments are transparent and accountable to the electorate will,
however, not be easy. The single party system
had entrenched itself. The machinery of government was answerable to the ruling party.
The coercive machinery of the state including
the army, police and the security (secret police)
were under the party authority. The judiciary
was only nominally independent of the government and the party. The present constitution
does not allow independent candidates to contest any elective office at all levels from village
government, municipalities, and parliament to
the presidency.
The past two multi-party elections were not
free and fair. In Zanzibar the ruling party lost
the election in 1995 and 2000. They rigged the
elections and stayed in power by using the
security forces. Human rights abuses have been
common particularly in Zanzibar. On 27 January 2001 more than 45 people were killed in

Zanzibar when they were peacefully demonstrating to demand a re-run of the bungled 2000
general elections. Through negotiations between the ruling party Chama Cha Mapinduzi
(CCM) and my party The Civic United Front
(CUF), we have been able to contain the Zanzibar political crisis and reach a political accord
that if implemented in full will establish a
foundation for a democratic system in Zanzibar. The basic principles in the Zanzibar political accord include amending the constitution
and electoral laws of Zanzibar to harmonise
them with the requirements of a modern multiparty democracy, the formation of an independent electoral commission, establishment
of an independent judiciary, retraining the security forces particularly the police to make
them impartial in carrying out their responsibilities and reforming the public media to ensure equitable access for all political parties and
balanced reporting of political activities without favour or bias for any political party. These
principles should be extended to the whole of
the United Republic of Tanzania. I have written to President Mkapa to urge him to use this
historical opportunity to transform the tragedy
of 27 January 2001 massacre into a national
dedication to establish the basic foundation of
a democratic system in Tanzania. ■

Centres for Gender Studies in Africa
In News, no. 3/2002, a number of established Centres for Gender Studies in Africa were
presented. Furthermore, additional information on university centres and research NGOs
dealing with gender studies, was requested. As a follow-up, we are now pleased to inform
readers that a considerable amount of information on relevant institutions is available on the
website of GWS (Gender and Women’s Studies for Africa’s Transformation) at the African
Gender Institute, University of Cape Town. Please visit the Institutional Directory at
www.gwsafrica.org/ for details.

News from the Nordic Africa Institute 2/2003

15

research

Beyond Africa
Studying the Second, Postcolonial African Diaspora
In the past few decades, millions of Africans have
chosen exile or migration. These new Africans with
double identities constitute a ‘second African
diaspora’, while the ‘first African diaspora’ are descendants of the Africans shipped against their will
across the Atlantic to become slaves.
‘The African diaspora’ is becoming a theme of
research in its own right. The Nordic Africa Institute
has recently hosted three different guest scholars
who are working on the subject, and who present
their research below. On 20 February 2003 the Nordic Africa Institute held a Research Forum on ‘Studying
the Second African Diaspora—Its Economics, Sociology and Culture’. A network for scholars doing or
planning research on the second African diaspora is being created within the framework of the project
‘Cultural Images in and of Africa’. Its co-ordinator, Mai Palmberg, here summarises some of the discussions.

By: Mai
Palmberg
Researcher at the
Nordic Africa Institute, coordinator of the
research project
‘Cultural Images
in and of Africa’.

‘Diaspora’ is originally a Greek word, and had
positive connotations, as Wumi Raji (see also p.
19) pointed out during the research forum. It
referred initially to the expansion of Greeks into
different parts of the Mediterranean world, not
as a result of expulsion but in efforts to seek new
land and territory. When the concept ‘diaspora’
later came to be associated with the forcible
dispersal of Jews, Africans, Armenians, and
Palestinians, it began to be increasingly associated with the collective trauma.
Scholarly attention to the process of forcible
removal which made up the ‘first African
diaspora’ is very much part of the rise of black
studies in North America, especially the US.
Often all studies on African-Americans in the
US are called diaspora studies.
The new African diaspora is not only a later
phenomenon, it is different. Africans shipped
to be slaves were the objects of irreversible
choices by others. The overwhelming majority
of the modern African diaspora have moved
through a combination of choice and apparent
lack of choice. To be a member of the modern
diaspora means constantly facing the choice of
returning home or remaining.
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Since the new African diaspora is so different from the ‘first African diaspora’ one should
perhaps consider using a term, which attenuates
the linkage. I suggest that we speak of the postcolonial African diaspora. This would also focus
attention on the ways in which the African
contemporary crisis is the backdrop to the dislocation and displacement processes.
In the first African diaspora ‘Africa’ is present
as a metaphor, a mythical homeland. Although
positioned within them as an often segregated
and discriminated minority, the countries in the
New World have provided each descendant of
the first African diaspora with an undivided
national identity. In contrast, the ‘second African diaspora’ is characterised by its double identity.
Transnationality the key
Like other communities created through exile
and migration, their identities are complex, and
this complexity requires new tools of research.
They do not assume a new identity, but a double
identity in relation to here and home. With the
focus on ‘the second African diaspora’ the main
point is a shift of perspective from looking at the
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tragic separation and its consequences to looking at a fluid situation of transnationality. This
transnationality is not just a theoretical expression of a double consciousness, but also practices of everyday life which use all the new
technology that has revolutionised communication across borders.
Lisa Åkesson, a PhD candidate and teacher
at the Department of Social Anthropology at
Göteborg University, who is currently finishing
her dissertation on the meanings of migration in
the transnational homeland of Cape Verde,
summarised the issue as follows: By using the
concept ‘diaspora’ you underline the trans-national character of the way people live—they
live in one place but interact in a significant way
with another place, their homeland. Maria
Eriksson Baaz (see also p. 20) also emphasized
that by the concept ‘diaspora’ you make a statement about double loyalties, which gets lost
with terms like ‘migration’.
Why study the new African diaspora?
The seminar participants seemed unanimous in
affirming the relevance of research on the
present-day African diaspora to African studies. The modern African diaspora is one of the

multiple dimensions of the African social, economic, and political crisis. The diaspora does
play a role for developments in Africa. The
remittances from abroad might not be a sizeable
chunk of GNP, but they are probably still significant. Much of this transfer is unrecorded as it
takes place informally, such as by sending money
and items (like mobile phones, now very much
the thing) with people who travel. With the
transfer of money there are often detailed steering attempts from the diaspora concerning the
use of the transfers.
The possible political role of the diaspora has
also been mentioned. One dimension that also
deserves closer study is the way that the diaspora
upholds exile culture or organisations, which in
turn influences developments back home.
Studying diasporas, of necessity involves an
approach that excludes a static model of society.
The very concept ‘diaspora’ highlights the fact
that we are not speaking of a one-way relationship. People, ideas, and money move across
borders. If we do not understand how and if we
do not take in these facts our understanding of
Africa will be incomplete, to borrow the expression used by Ebrima Sall during the seminar
discussion. ■

Diaspora Network
In connection with the project ‘Cultural Images in and of Africa’ a network has been set up
for those involved in the study of the new
African diaspora. 25 researchers have so far
(March 2003) joined the research network on
theAfrican diaspora. A majority of the researchers are working at universities in the
Nordic countries but there are also members
working in Africa, other European countries,
the US and Canada. The researchers come from
various disciplines and deal with issues such as:
- Transnational relations between Cape Verde
and the Netherlands
- Self-images and images of the Senegalese
Sufi women in New York
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- Transnationalism and integration among Somalis in Swedish exile
- Migration of Ghanaians to the Netherlands
and the rise of transnational Ghanaian Pentecostal Churches within these communities
- The impact of diasporic music on secondhand clothes dealers in Nairobi
- Literature by Africans in German society and
language
- Return of the Somali diaspora to Somaliland
- Ugandan migrant communities’ contributions to development efforts in Uganda.
If the network is relevant to you, please contact Maria Eriksson Baaz (e-mail:
m.eriksson@padrigu.gu.se).
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Guest Researchers with Diaspora Research
Three recent guest researchers at the Institute have had the African diaspora as their theme. We have
invited them to describe their projects.

Lena Sawyer
PhD, Mid Sweden University.
Guest researcher
at the Institute,
autumn 2002.

My present research project focuses on how
historical and contemporary power relations
continue to shape the creation of African
diasporas and their transnational networks in
and across Europe (Sweden) and Africa (Gambia).
I am in the process of developing a project
that will focus on the enactment of family across
national space; looking at the circular flow of
capital (economic, social, cultural) between
family members residing in Sweden and the
Gambia. What is the relationship between gender, migration, and welfare and what specific
circuits are used to maintain family relations
and identities? How do social and economic
contexts mediate the expectations and obligations among transnational families and their
members?
In particular, what are the expectations and
obligations between children in the diaspora
and their parents in Gambia and how are they
negotiated across geographical space? How do
men and women negotiate family obligations in
Sweden (such as within marriages) with those
to their family in the Gambia? What kind of
capital is accumulated for children through
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their gendered activities in a transnational family and why? How do parents accumulate capital through transfers to and from their children
in Sweden and why?
The identities and relationships of transnational family members must be understood
both in relation to the economic and social
contexts within which individual members reside, and in relation to how these contexts and
relationships are shaped by the migratory process and the circulation of capital.
This project can be seen as a follow-up of
my anthropological dissertation in 2000, Black
and Swedish: Racialization and the Cultural Politics of Belonging in Stockholm. Here I looked at
how an imagined Africa and Africans have
been used to create Swedish national identities
both historically and contemporarily. Here I
analyzed how Swedes of different class, gender,
and racial backgrounds responded to debates
and experiences of Swedish racism by invoking
and imagining specific transnational connections (‘routes’) to Africa and Africans. The
relevance of ‘routings’ emerges in the dissertation in two manners; firstly, in how informants
narrate the Swedish past to comment upon and
debate the historically tabooed topic of Swedish racism, and secondly, in how African
diasporic belonging is imagined and negotiated
by Swedes of African ancestry when they discuss Swedish belonging. I argue that the disparate African diasporas invoked by Swedes of
African ancestry are a potent and empowering
way to respond to economic, social, and political exclusion from the Swedish community.
The work stresses that actors’ constructions of
locality and community are in on-going dialogue with places and peoples imagined as ‘far
away’ and that identity constructions are intimately linked with a negotiation of power. ■
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Wumi Raji
senior lecturer and
researcher at Department of Modern European
Languages, University of Ilorin,
Nigeria. Guest
researcher at the
Institute, February–April 2003.

My research project focuses on the transformation of cultural identity in African fictions
of exile and migration. It identifies different
levels of responses by African writers to the
condition of displacement and dislocation. One
level is exemplified by Dambudzo Marechera,
the late Zimbabwean writer who, following his
expulsion from the University of Rhodesia,
found himself in Britain having been offered
another opportunity to pursue his studies in
Oxford. In his short story, ‘Black Skin, What
Mask’ included in The House of Hunger, his first
collection of stories, Marechera characterises
exile as a kind of limbo, a situation where the
affected person is neither able to flow into his
new society or, on the other hand, withdraw
from it. The narrator in the story, clearly the
writer himself, is a student and he has just been
given a choice between going for a psychiatric
examination and being expelled from the university. Preferring the latter, he decides to
pursue a writing career in Britain rather than
returning to Africa.
Ngugi wa Thiong’o, the Kenyan author,
establishes a connection between exile and
prison. The two conditions imply a loss of
freedom with the affected, as it were, desperately seeking for connection, as he argues in an
essay titled ‘From the Corridors of Silence:
The Exile Writes Back’. It is not surprising
therefore that Matigari the first and only novel
published so far by Ngugi since 1982 when he
first went into exile, projects an imaginative
return by the author; return both in the sense
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of the language chosen—Ngugi writes the
novel in Gikuyu, his mother-tongue—and in
terms of the actual theme of liberation struggle
pursued in the work.
Adah, the protagonist in Buchi Emecheta’s
Second Class Citizen spends the whole of her
childhood dreaming about the day she would
be able to make it to the United Kingdom.
Eventually, the opportunity arises for her to
join her husband who is a student of accounting in Britain. But Adah arrives in her dreamland to encounter a great shock. She finds
herself confronted by double obstacles as she is
discriminated against based on the colour of
her skin, and at the same time oppressed and
exploited by her husband, from whom she
eventually separates.
Ike Oguine, a young Nigerian writer, is
concerned with the identity and representation of African economic refugees in Europe
and America. Obi, the protagonist of the story,
having lost his job as a finance executive in
Lagos votes with his feet in the direction of
God’s own country. On arrival, Obi is overwhelmed by the sordid existence of most Nigerians—now including himself—who have emigrated to the United States. In the end, he
comes to terms with his displacement as he
decides to strive for a place inside America
while simultaneously standing apart from it.
In investigating African fictions of exile
and migration my concern lies in the exploration of movement of identity. Every diaspora
possesses dual or even multiple consciousness,
living in between worlds, in between cultures,
and in between locations. The crucial question
is: How does one negotiate the gap between
exile and memory? How does one articulate
the identity of someone living in a half-way
house? In tackling this question, I am assisted
by the position of the cultural theorist, Stuart
Hall. Hall represents identity not as a fixed or
stable category but rather, as one characterized
by continuous diversification and transformations.
In sum, my ultimate interest is in how the
distances between the points of arrival and
departure are negotiated in African fiction. ■
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My research project explores the transnational
relations between Congo (Kinshasa) and the
Congolese diaspora residing in the Nordic
countries. The primary purpose of the project,
which is funded by the Swedish Research Council, is to contribute to an understanding of how
these relations are manifested in livelihood
strategies both in the Congo and in the diaspora.
It is based primarily on interviews with members of households in the Congo and the Nordic countries, but also on participant observation and text analysis of internet web-sites,
newsletters and popular theatre (which increasingly deals with every day concerns in, and in
relation to, the diaspora). These are preliminary
reflections since the data collection has not
been completed.
The large Congolese diaspora is partly a
consequence of the repression of opposition
during three decades of dictatorship under
Mobutu. However, as with many other postcolonial African diasporas, it must also be understood against economic crises and the failure
of the state to provide public services. The
Congolese population has increasingly been
forced to rely on informal economic activities
and on community and kinship networks to
survive, which has been aptly described by Janet
McGaffey in The Real Economy of Zaire. These
networks also extend to the Congolese communities in other African countries, Europe
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and North America. The networks with the
diaspora constitute one important dimension
of livelihood strategies today in Congo, especially in the urban areas, also (it seems) among
the relatively poor.
One can see the transnational relations between Congo and the diaspora as extensions of
local networks and livelihood strategies. Like
local networks, transnational networks are not
only based on, but involve a negotiation of, kinship relations. Questions of marriage and child
fostering, for example, are an integral part of
livelihood strategies. Thus people in the
diaspora are, just like more well-to-do relatives
in the Congo, expected to take care of children
of poorer relatives in the Congo.
Like local networks, the transnational relations function as a social security net for people
‘left at home’. Large parts of the remittances are
used for the essential basic needs of people at
home: medical care, school fees, rent, funerals
etc. It is today possible for the diaspora community to buy local foodstuffs and medicine on the
Internet. This way of economic transfer seems
to be gaining in popularity, partly as a result of
a concern that people at home might not use
money in ‘a good way’.
Transnational networks, however, are not
only presented as obligations and security nets.
People in the diaspora often articulate a goal to
save enough money to start a small-scale business, often trade, with kin at home. The wish to
do this is often presented as a way to make
people at home self-reliant and thereby reduce
the burden upon themselves to send money.
But it is also presented as an income earning
opportunity. While Putu (‘the West’ in lingala)
is described as a place of social security and
safety, it is also seen as a place where racism and
regulations make it difficult to earn enough
money for ‘a good life’. Income opportunities
are instead located in business networks with
the people ‘left at home’. Hence, transnational
networks are to a large extent described as social
assets and income opportunities, both by people in
Congo and in the diaspora. ■
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Conferences and Meetings
Post-Conflict Transition in Sierra Leone
17–18 December 2002, Freetown, Sierra Leone
With a civil war running all through the 1990s,
some Sierra Leone scholars call it ‘the wasted
decade’. The war began in March 1991, and was
declared officially over with the completion of
the demobilisation of ex-combatants in January
2002. It is anybody’s guess, however, what ‘demobilisation’ possibly could mean for the tens
of thousands of young men and women leaving
rebel movements, civil defence forces and ragtag government armies for the sea of poverty
waiting outside. The civil war was a calamity,
and brought with it additional troubles. Before
the war, the country was among those with the
worst human development indicators. Almost
all the indicators worsened even further during
the civil war years. Yet the future may still be
quite open, and could even be quite bright in
some respects, provided that the right policy
options are taken, and policies framed to work
out and consolidate a new, inclusive and democratic social contract.
Or so seemed to be saying the Sierra Leone
scholars who have just completed a year-long
research project on the ten-year civil war and
the challenges of reconciliation and reconstruction, at the conference on the same topic, held
in Freetown in December 2002. The Sierra
Leone Team, as we called it, was made up of nine
scholars, all from the country, half of whom still
live there and teach, or have taught, at the
University of Sierra Leone. Some policy makers
(including one government minister and one
deputy-minister), officials of NGOs, and media
professionals also attended the conference.
At the methodology workshop held in
Freetown in December 2001 to launch the work
of the team, Professor Joe Pegmagbi, the then
chair of the National Commission of Human
Rights and Democracy, and director of an
institute for democracy studies in Freetown,
compared Sierra Leone to an ailing person and
called upon the researchers to ‘diagnose’ it
properly:
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“Decision-makers and policy designers
hardly appreciate that research is as important
to them as diagnosis is to medical doctors (…).
Sierra Leone is a very sick society. It is divided,
wounded and bleeding. Like a very sick person,
it needs careful and comprehensive diagnosis to
determine the treatment it needs; otherwise we
will be massaging an ailment that may need
surgical operation (…). Research is imperative
for proper understanding of the causes of the
conflict and its character and dynamics”.
The papers presented covered a range of
issues: the dynamics of a failed state, the role of
students and that of the University of Sierra
Leone in the war and in the post-conflict transition process, mining resources and post-war
reconstruction, the institutions of local governance, specifically the paramount chieftaincy, the
need for constitutional reforms and for rethinking constitutionalism itself, social reconstruction and the transformation of gender roles and
relations, and the media during the conflict and
its status and roles in the reconciliation and
reconstruction process.
In his paper on the political economy of
democratisation in Sierra Leone, Jimmy Kandeh
(Department of Political Science, University of
Richmond, USA) explores the democratic implications of the intersection of power and accumulation in post-war Sierra Leone. The mode
of accumulation, he argues is predatory, and the
IMF imposed economic reforms have weakened,
rather than strengthened the state. This both
makes the ‘developmental performance’ poor,
and creates problems of legitimacy for the government. Economic reform needs rethinking.
There is also a need for state and government to
be de-coupled, and for elite consensus.
Ibrahim Abdullah (Department of History,
University of Western Cape, South Africa)
noted the rather strange absence of any serious
commitment to constitutional review in the
post-conflict transition process in Sierra Leone,
unlike transitions that have taken place in other
countries. Constitutionalism could be a popular, rather than an elitist process involving only

21

conference reports
a few experts, and as a popular process constitution making could be turned into a way of
dealing with social exclusion, particularly the
exclusion of the youth, who not only form the
majority in the population, but also fought the
wars and staged the military coups. Given the
youthful nature of the population, and the
collective involvement of the youth in war,
Abdullah argues, we have here “what is arguably the first insurrectionary movement in
modern history that could be read as a youth
project”. The violence of the 1990s was to a large
extent the result of the political and social
exclusion of the young people, as gerontocracy
established itself as the system of rule. One of
the challenges facing post-conflict Sierra Leone,
therefore, is “how to empower the disempowered, marginalised and traumatized citizenry
using the language of constitutionalism as a tool
for state-society building”.
Jeanette Eno’s (Conciliation Resources, UK)
paper attempted to explore “the deep-rooted
causes of women’s absence from full prominence and participation” in the period of reconstruction. Women actively campaigned for
peace, and for the holding of democratic elections as a prerequisite for peace, but they became rather invisible in the policy process thereafter. She argues, among other things, for the
dissemination of information on international
human rights instruments such as the convention prohibiting all forms of discrimination

against women (CEDAW), and for programmes
specifically designed for refugee and returnee
women.
In short, understanding the causes and dynamics of the ten-year civil war in Sierra Leone
is still quite a challenge. Coming to terms with
the intellectual challenges of the post-conflict
transition process is perhaps an even bigger
challenge. The papers presented and discussions at the conference however show that
Sierra Leone also has the intellectual resources
to face this and many other challenges. That
was what made Lennart Wohlgemuth, director
of the Nordic Africa Institute, say in his closing
remarks that the scholars who formed this team
were much better qualified, and definitely much
more knowledgeable than many of the people
offering so-called expert advice to the government of Sierra Leone. This also comes out very
clearly in a 20-minute documentary on the
work of the team prepared by Premier Media,
a private Sierra Leone company, and shown on
Sierra Leone National TV.
The ultimate aim of the team was to contribute to the rekindling of both academic and
public policy debates in Sierra Leone, and to
(re-)establishing the intellectual leadership of
the University of Sierra Leone. There is still a
long way to go to achieve these goals, but the
first steps in that direction would appear to have
been made.
Ebrima Sall

Images of ‘Motherhood’
—African and Nordic Perspectives
15–18 February 2003, Ile de Gorée, Dakar, Senegal

mark, Finland and France). Keynote addresses
were given by prominent gender scholars whose
work is related to ‘motherhood’: Niara Sudarkasa, former professor of Anthropology, University of Michigan, USA; Molara Ogundipe,
professor of English, Africana, Cultural and
Gender Studies, University of Arkansas, USA;
and Nkiru Nzegwu, professor of Africana Studies, University of Binghamton, USA. Zenebeworke Tadesse, the Forum for Social Studies,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, was also programmed
as a keynote speaker, but was unfortunately not
able to attend.
The conference was opened by the Swedish
ambassador to Senegal, Ms Annika Magnus-

This conference was organized in collaboration
between Eva Evers-Rosander (Department of
Religious Studies, Uppsala University), Penda
Mbow (Department of History, Cheikh Anta
Diop University, Dakar) and myself (the Sexuality, Gender and Society in Africa research programme at the Nordic Africa Institute). Papers
were presented by African and Nordic/European researchers (from Senegal, South Africa,
Ghana, Swaziland, Madagascar, Sweden, Den22
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son. The ambassador talked about her unique
triple role related to this conference: first she
was a member of the Nordic Africa Institute’s
Council when the launching of a Nordic Africa
Institute programme on Sexuality, Gender and
Society in Africa was decided upon in 2000.
Then she was employed in the Africa department of the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) where the
funding for the conference was granted, and
since 1 February 2003 she is the Swedish Ambassador to Senegal, with her residence in
Dakar, where the ‘Motherhood’ conference
was taking place.
Throughout the conference, presentations
and discussion emphatically stressed that ‘motherhood’ was a cultural construction. In the
West motherhood is generally experienced and
codified in relation to the patriarchal structures
of nuclear family ideals, whereas in Africa social
experiences and subjective identities tend to
conceptualise ‘motherhood’ with reference both
to extended family structures and to broader
communal and national collectivities.
The following questions caused animated
discussion:
- What is to be learnt by comparative studies and approaches?
- How can knowledge about different sociocultural-economic conditions for ‘motherhood’
open our minds for different ways of thinking
and strategizing as feminist or gender scholars
and activists?
- How does one explore questions around
gender equality and justice by taking ‘motherhood’ into consideration?
In what follows, I focus on a few of the many
debates during the three days of the meeting. A
debate on feminist politics in relation to family
forms was initiated by Niara Sudarkasa. She
discussed women’s roles as wives and mothers
in conjugal families based on marriage, as distinct from women’s roles in consanguineallybased extended families, rooted ‘in blood’ rather
than ‘in law’ (marriage). To be a ‘wife’ in African
contexts is often a subordinate position, because it means being an outsider to the lineage.
(In matrilineal groups the subordinated outsiders to the lineage will be men.) In contrast the
position of mother is often, however, central
and respected, in patri- as well as in matrilineal
contexts. Important insights were therefore
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raised about the need to distinguish between
the position of ‘wife’ and the position of ‘mother’
in certain contexts. These insights are significant when we bear in mind that ‘wifehood’ and
‘motherhood’ are often conflated.
Another discussion, based on presentations
from South Africa, focused on different conditions for ‘motherhood’ in black and white communities in that country. It was shown that
modern motherhood is contradictory per se,
since wage work demands and children’s needs
pull mothers/parents in different directions. In
many white communities (as often in the North)
motherhood is individualized, mothers/fathers
are met with unequal expectations (in the North
in spite of overall equality-discourses), and
motherhood more often than not is ridden with
guilt. In many black communities co-mothering is much more of a norm, making motherhood easier by softening the contradictions;
here motherhood may even be perceived as a
resource.
The concept of ‘motherhood’ was debated
from different disciplinary and analytical perspectives. These ranged from historical studies
following lines of development of words for
‘mother’ (Finland, Madagascar) to contradictions in contemporary mothers’ lives, created by
structures of economy and by unequal relations
of race and gender (South Africa, Ghana). The
influences of colonization, state and religion
(Christianity and Islam) in reinforcing patriarchy were repeatedly pointed out.
One aim of the conference was to contribute to the development of a theoretically insightful and politically focused language for
analysing ‘motherhood’ as an institution. Several participants, however, also talked about the
need for discourses exploring ‘motherhood’ as
personal and social experience. Both approaches
are needed in studies of cross-cultural patterns
of ‘motherhood’ in order to be able to influence
trends of development, to contribute to
strategising about justice and equity, and to
support women struggling for change.
A fuller account of the Images of ‘Motherhood’—African and Nordic Perspectives conference is available at the gwsAfrica website:
www.gwsafrica.org. Click on ‘Women’s Organising’ and then on ‘Conferences/Report
backs’.
Signe Arnfred
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Recent Publications

Monica Kathina Juma and Astri Suhrke (Eds)
Eroding Local Capacity. International Humanitarian Action in
Africa
ISBN 91-7106-502-4, 203 pp, 220 SEK, appr. 27 USD
How does the international humanitarian regime function and why has
the local capacity not been growing, but rather eroded over time is a topic
of this book. With focus on Eastern Africa the senior researchers Monica
Juma and Astri Suhrke together with their Scandinavian and African
colleagues present a critical examination of the interplay between international and local actors operating in the humanitarian arena in Africa.
All sides emphasise the need to build local capacity for humanitarian
action, yet the results have not been substantial. Even long-term, semipermanent emergencies have generated little local capacity to assist and protect the victims of
violence, displacement and related deprivations. In some cases, whatever local capacity did exist has
been overwhelmed by the international aid presence. Why is this so? What is the case for a more
even division of labour between North and South in this area, and why is it so difficult to bring
about? The book focuses on cases from East Africa and the Horn. It considers institutional capacity
in the public and private sector, as well as legal and social
norms of humanitarian action. The authors are African and
The Nordic Africa Institute at
Nordic scholars who worked together on a NORAD-supported
Göteborg Book Fair,
project over a three-year period. Preliminary conclusions
Gothenburg, Sweden,
were discussed at seminars organized by the Centre for
25–28 September 2003
Foreign Relations (Dar es Salaam), the School of Govern(Hall H, ‘Internationalla Torget’).
ment at the University of the Western Cape (Cape Town),
Monica Kathina Juma and
and the Chr. Michelsen Institute (Bergen).
Astri Suhrke will take part in a
Monica Kathina Juma is currently a senior researcher on
panel debate on International
peace, security and migrations at SaferAfrica in Pretoria,
Humanitarian Action in
South Africa. Astri Suhrke is a senior research fellow at the
Africa on behalf of the Institute.
Chr. Michelsen Institute in Bergen, Norway.

Order our publications
directly by email: orders@nai.uu.se
or via our online webshop at www.nai.uu.se
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Ann Schlyter
Multi-Habitation. Urban housing and everyday life in
Chitungwiza, Zimbabwe
Research Report no. 123, ISBN 91-7106-511-3, 77 pp, illustrated,
100 SEK, appr 12 USD
This is a study of everyday life and the quality of living in a poor
neighbourhood of Chitungwiza, an independent Zimbabwean town
about thirty kilometres south of Harare city centre. In the official view,
this is a home-ownership neighbourhood. However, there are usually
many families living in multi-habitation on each property, and lodgers
outnumber owners.
Within a restricted area people have to negotiate over, and adapt their
use of space. Their ability to do so differs, depending on whether they are owners, tenants or
lodgers, women or men, children, adults or elderly, and whether they are gainfully employed or not.
The outcome of these negotiations and adaptations decisively affects their feeling of being at home
in the house and the neighbourhood. The histories told by the people who are given voice in this
report point to housing as highly significant in their coping with poverty, and to multi-habitation
as affecting their agency as urban citizens.
Ann Schlyter is a researcher on housing and has followed the development of cities and
residential environments in Southern Africa over several decades.

Desirée Nilsson
Liberia—The Eye of the Storm. A Review of the Literature on Internally
Displaced, Refugees and Returnees
Studies on Emergencies and Disaster Relief no. 10, ISBN 91-7106-509-1,
28 pp, 100 SEK, appr. 12 USD
One of the most prominent, and from a humanitarian and human rights
perspective most troubling aspects of internal conflicts during recent years is the
plight of the internally displaced persons, and refugees. Forced to leave their
homes in search of refuge, internally displaced persons often find themselves
with little protection, with unclear rights, and without safe livelihoods. While
their most important support generally comes from the communities receiving
them, which often have very few resources, international humanitarian organisations have not been
able to agree on clear mandates with regard to who should have the overall responsibility for
assisting them. Although the international community is better organised to care for those who
have crossed borders and become refugees, it is still struggling to finetune and coordinate available
aid instruments and to mobilize sufficient resources in order to facilitate their post-conflict return,
resettlement and reintegration.
As this literature review of internally displaced persons, refugees and returnees shows in relation
to Liberia, there are ongoing conflicts where we lack sufficient understanding of migration patterns
and the socio-economic conditions of the displaced, an understanding which is a prerequisite for
designing appropriate preventive and mitigating action. This review also highlights the severe lack
of protection of civilians in Liberia, children in particular, which leads to forced recruitments to
local armed groups as well as exposure to sexual violence.
Desirée Nilsson is a PhD candidate at the Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala
University, Sweden.
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Fred Hendricks
Fault-Lines in South African Democracy. Continuing Crisis of
Inequality and Injustice
Discussion Paper no. 22, ISBN 91-7106-508-3, 32 pp, 100 SEK, appr. 12 USD
The transition from apartheid to democracy in South Africa has raised
questions, on the one hand, about the tension between the imperatives of justice
and equality and, on the other, reconciliation. Transforming the decades’ old
apartheid system under conditions of a political compromise has turned out to
be a formidable challenge. This paper is about the complexity of the transformation process going on in South Africa.
In this Discussion Paper, the author gives the full measure of the tensions,
dilemmas, and paradoxes involved in the transformation of South Africa. The
paper shows how political deals affect the administration of justice, and how they impinge upon
the nature of democracy, often by frustrating efforts to realise social goals in the post-authoritarian
phase. It also raises the fundamental question of the broader necessities for the long-term survival
of democracy in South Africa, which, the paper argues, must include: 1) addressing the enormous
disparities between wealth and poverty and black and white left in the wake of apartheid and
2) creating a legitimate polity that respects the rule of law.
Fred Hendricks is the head of the sociology department at Rhodes University in Grahamstown,
South Africa, the current president of the South African Sociological Association, and the
managing editor of The African Sociological Review, a CODESRIA sponsored journal.

Reinhart Kössler, Henning Melber, Per Strand
Development from Below. A Namibian Case Study
Discussion Paper no. 21, ISBN 91-7106-507-5, 32 pp,
100 SEK, appr 12 USD
This Discussion Paper offers a revised lecture by Reinhart
Kössler, which was originally presented to a Research Forum
organised by The Nordic Africa Institute jointly with the
Seminar for Development Studies of Uppsala University. It
deals with aspects of rebuilding societies from below firstly in
a general development studies discourse on a more theoretical
level, considering aspects of the current debate on globalisation.
This is followed by a concrete case study from southern Namibia’s Deputy Prime MinisNamibia. It illustrates local responses by the Witbooi-Nama in ter, Kaptein (chief) Hendrick
Gibeon to (re-)define identity within the context of a (nation-) Witbooi from Gibeon, with the
state in a post-apartheid society. The paper is commented upon Discussion Paper.
by two discussants (Per Strand and Henning Melber).
The contributions reflect on the issue of social reconstruction in the context of (southern)
Africa with reference to a particular marginalised group. They deal, among other things, with the
question of social power and the “invention of tradition” in local efforts to gain from, or seek
integration into, the nation building process.
Reinhart Kössler studied history and sociology. He is professor of sociology at the University of
Münster. Henning Melber studied political science and sociology. He is research director at the
Nordic Africa Institute. Per Strand studied political science. He is at the Department of Government of Uppsala University.
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Available again
Tor Sellström
Sweden and National Liberation in Southern Africa
Volume I: Formation of a popular opinion 1950–1970
ISBN 91-7106-430-3, 451 pp, 54 photographs, cloth, 490 SEK,
appr 60 USD. Second edition (first published 1999)
This book is a part of the Nordic Africa Institute’s research project
‘National Liberation in Southern Africa. The Role of the Nordic Countries’. The result of the project is a unique documentation, mainly drawing
on hitherto restricted official primary sources. This book, together with
the other studies published within the project, forms a valuable reference
source for everyone interested in the 20th century history of Southern
Africa in particular or North/South and international relations in general.
The second volume in the serie is Sweden and National Liberation in Southern Africa. Solidarity
and Assistance 1970–1994, published 2002. (ISBN 91-7106-448-6, 912 pp, 125 photographs, cloth, 590
SEK, appr. 70 USD)

Håkan Gidlöf—In Memoriam
It is with regret that we have to announce the
death of Mr. Håkan Gidlöf, a longstanding
staff member of the Nordic Africa Institute,
who died suddenly on 14 March 2003. He was
born in 1948 and had worked in the Institute’s
library since 1975. As well as being the systems
librarian, Håkan Gidlöf was the trade union
official during the 1990s and he was the deputy
staff representative on the Institute’s Programme and Research Council.
Håkan Gidlöf obtained his qualification as
a librarian and documentalist at the University
College of Borås. His sudden death means that
the Nordic Africa Institute has lost a very
capable staff member, a fine colleague and a
friend.

News from the Nordic Africa Institute 2/2003

Håkan Gidlöf.
The picture was
taken in Mali in
October 2002.
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Claude Ake Visiting Chair
at Uppsala University
A Claude Ake Visiting Chair has been set up at the Department of
Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala University in collaboration
with the Nordic Africa Institute and with funding from the Swedish
Government, to honour the memory of Professor Claude Ake, prominent African scholar, philosopher and humanist. It is to be offered to
distinguished social scientists at African universities, who deal with
pertinent problems of peace and conflict.
The Visiting Professor will be offered a conducive environment
to pursue his or her own research during about half of his or her time.
The remaining time is to be used for teaching, holding some seminars at the department, at the Nordic Africa Institute and elsewhere,
as well as contributing to ongoing research on Africa at the department and the Nordic Africa Institute. The Chair will be widely announced annually and awarded on a competitive basis.
The The first Claude Ake Visiting Chair for the year 2003 has
been awarded to Adele Jinadu from Nigeria. Adele Jinadu is Professor of Political Science and Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences at
Lagos State University in Ojo, Nigeria. Professor Jinadu is and has
been a member of several professional organisations and boards.
He served as a full-time member of the National Electoral Commission in Nigeria from 1987 to 1992. Between 1997 and 1999 he served as
the President of the African Association of Political Science (AAPS).
He is currently a member of the International Committee for the
Study of the Development of Political Science and of the Advisory
Board for the International Political Science Review. Since 2000
Professor Jinadu has also been serving as Vice President of the
International Political Science Association. He has taught extensively abroad and is currently a guest researcher at the Department
of Political and Cultural Change, at the Centre for Development
Research in Bonn.
On a more personal note, Professor Jinadu was a close friend of
Claude Ake’s. They also worked together to create and sustain the
African social science network, primarily through AAPS and CODESRIA
in the 1980s and 1990s.
Peter Wallensteen
Professor, Dept of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Sweden
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Propaganda
We, the povo,
have been taught
the crack of a gun
shall not be dreaded:
its echo
is freedom
but
we are not told
an echo is a distant sound
that dies out soon
afterwards
Julius Chingono
from Flag of Rags (Johannesburg:
Quartz Press and Hippogriff Press, 1996)

Julius Chingono
(Zimbabwe, 1946–) writes in Shona and
English. His poetry has been published in
several Zimbabwean and South African
anthologies. He has also published one
novel, Chipo Changu (1978).

Propaganda was selected ‘Poem of the week’
in March 2003 by Poetry International Web, a
worldwide forum for poetry on the internet.
Address: www.poetryinternational.org

