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To Our Readers

By: Lennart
Wohlgemuth
Director

In September 2002  the Nordic Africa Insti-
tute reached the mature age of 40 years. In this
issue, you will find a report by our research
director Dr. Henning Melber on the event
commemorating this important landmark. It
was an occasion for joy and celebration, but also
for reflection, contemplation and serious dis-
cussions.

The well-being of Africa has over the years
been challenged by external as well as internal
forces, actors and problems. We hope, as in the
past, to add information and analysis to these
very factors and problems with a view to con-
tributing, if only in a very small way, to the
discourse and positive developments in the
many and diverse parts and communities of
Africa.

A major event in the very recent past was the
10th general assembly of CODESRIA  in Kampala
in December 2002, which three staff members of
the Institute attended. We are happy to report
(more will follow in the next issue of News) that
CODESRIA , after a few years of decline and inter-
nal problems, has re-gained strength and re-
established itself as a strong defender of African
social science research under the new leadership
of professor Adebayo Olukoshi, a close friend of
the Institute. The General Assembly (and sci-
entific conference on ‘Africa in the New Millen-
nium’) was successful in fulfilling its formal
mandate but also in allowing for an intense and
fruitful debate on topical issues confronting

Africa today. The CODESRIA  General Assembly,
which is Africa’s biggest triennial scholarly event,
has also become an occasion for honoring great
African scholars. A special panel was organised
to discuss the contribution of Samir Amin to
global scholarship, and Professors Mahmood
Mamdani, outgoing President of CODESRIA , and
Fatou Sow of Cheikh Anta Diop University,
Dakar, delivered what have now become tradi-
tional General Assembly lectures named after
Claude Ake and Leopold Sedar Senghor.

Much is going on in Africa at this moment
in time. We are happy to present as our two first
commentaries two very topical issues. The first
is the challenge of Sharia in Nigeria written by
Adetoun Ilumoka, who stayed with us as a guest
researcher for three months in late 2002. The
second, entitled ‘Children of the storm’, is on
the children affected by HIV/AIDS, by Dr. Bawa
Yamba of our Institute. Both deal with subjects
which no one can avoid taking seriously and
trying to come to grips with. The question is
only how to do so. Even if the commentaries do
not give definitive answers to these questions
they help us to understand the extent and
seriousness of the problems confronting great
parts of Africa today.

The third commentary is by Abouhani
Abdelghani, a Moroccan social scientist at
present at the Institut National d’Aménage-
ment et d’Urbanisme in Rabat, on the prospects
for democratic development in Morocco. He
presents different scenarios and trends to find
out what would be required for a development
towards true democracy in the country to occur.
The challenges are formidable but his conclu-
sion still remains rather positive.

Finally, we are proud to present the research
of three researchers who were relatively recently
employed by the Institute. Each of them in
their research brings new perspectives and fields
of activity to the Institute, all with an important
eye on policy relevance. ■

Lennart Wohlgemuth
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Sharia in Nigeria: Some Issues Arising

By: Adetoun Ilumoka
Executive director, Empowerment and Action
Research Centre, Lagos, Nigeria, and guest re-
searcher at the Institute in late 2002.

In 1999 when the Governor of Zamfara State in
northern Nigeria first declared his intention to
‘launch’ Sharia in the State, many commenta-
tors dismissed his action as ‘political’ rather than
religious; a mischievous diversion, albeit a dan-
gerous one; a coup or declaration of secession
against Nigeria, which would soon fizzle out. A
few women’s groups, interestingly enough, and
some northern women in particular, viewed it
with more seriousness and convened discussions
on the implications for women in Nigeria, par-
ticularly in the North. These women were con-
cerned about the rolling back of gains made by
women in the North in the quest for equal
opportunities and gender equity, against the
background of the rise of Islamic fundamental-
ism in the area and in other parts of the world.
They have indeed been vindicated. Over the
next two years, eleven other northern states
followed the Zamfara example. Islamic personal
law had always been recognised under Nigerian
law and the Penal Code adopted in northern
Nigeria in 1959 was said to embody aspects of
Islamic penal law. These 12 northern states
however, enacted new penal laws supposedly
based on the Koran, and some sought to enforce
social rules regarding dress codes for females,
ordering them to get married or risk losing their
jobs, prohibiting their use of motorbike taxis etc.

Discussion forums organised by well known
NGOs working on human rights and women’s

rights in Lagos in 2000 highlighted a polarisa-
tion of views between Christians or Southerners
and Moslems or Northerners. Even Southern
Moslems who tried to make a case for adoption
of Islamic norms were shouted down and their
views debunked. They were accused of hege-
monic attitudes, threatening the secularity of
Nigerian society and government, and ulterior
political motives. Islam was frequently de-
monised by Christians who were often fairly
ignorant of the tenets of Islam, and yet totally
against suggestions that this was a gap in Nige-
rian education which should be bridged to pro-
mote mutual understanding. It was impossible
to decipher clearly the arguments for and against
the adoption of Islamic rules and norms, and the
mode of adoption proposed, at these forums.
The debate was polarised as ‘Moslems against
the rest of us’, or Moslem leaders vying for
political power. Either way, the issues the
launching and adoption of Sharia raised in Ni-
geria, and the ways in which they might play out
were lost in the discussions. This paper is a
preliminary attempt to sort through the maze of
questions thrown up in various forums and to
identify some core issues to be resolved. Did the
governors and Houses of Assembly of the 12
states in question have the power or right to
declare their adoption of Sharia and enact Sharia
penal laws in those states, within the context of
a multi-cultural and multi-religious society such
as Nigeria? Are the new rules and procedures in
conformity with Islamic principles and precepts
as understood by the entire population of Mos-
lems in these states? What is the position of
non-Moslems resident in those states, especially
in the case of conflicts between the two systems?

Parallel judicial systems
Since the imposition of colonial rule and the
‘reception’ of English law in Lagos and the rest
of Nigeria between 1863 and 1903, three main
socio-legal regimes, namely: (1) English/Mod-
ern law, (2) ‘Native law and custom’ and (3)
Islamic law (often classified as native law and
custom despite its written sources), have co-

Violent crises have followed the ‘launching’ of
Sharia in various northern states of Nigeria since
1999. The sentencing of several persons to ampu-
tation of hands, public lashings and stoning to
death for adultery have triggered an enormous
outcry, both among the national and international
public and in the media. The crises and dispute in
Nigeria is, however, not fundamentally about Is-
lam or religion.

c o m m e n t a r i e s
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existed in the country, giving rise to significant
internal conflict of laws issues. English/Modern
law occupied the most important space in the
hierarchy of laws and the parallel systems of
customary and Islamic law were applicable sub-
ject to the caveat that they were not ‘contrary to
natural justice, equity and good conscience’.
Changing social contexts, a new political and
judicial system, new constitutions and new leg-
islation passed by Nigerian governments, the re-
interpretation of customary and Islamic rules
and norms as well as the interaction between
these different social and legal regimes, over the
years have produced a complex melee that is
difficult to unravel. The clamour for the main-
tenance, reinstatement or return to these differ-
ent socio-legal regimes by various interest
groups, however, makes it important for us to
attempt some unravelling and analysis of the
issues at stake.

Today, the Constitution supposedly repre-
sents Nigerian modernity—what we say we
want, crafted by us in 1979, 1989 and 1999.
Christianity has also taken firm root in many
communities in the country. Islam has been and
is now being invoked as the native custom or
culture in the northern states which formed part
of the Sokoto Caliphate established in the early
years of the 19th century. The Caliphate itself
was established through Usman Dan Fodio’s
jihad and conquest of the local Hausa and Mid-
dle Belt communities many of which had either
not embraced Islam or had embraced it to vary-
ing degrees since the 11th century. Local cus-
toms were still prominent, although Dan Fodio
established a new and far reaching political,
administrative and judicial system based on
stricter adherence to the tenets of Islam. Hausa
and Middle Belt communities in Nigeria have
thus in a sense suffered two conquests—by the
local Fulani jihadists in the 19th century and the
British in the 20th century.

Custom and culture (pre-colonisation) are
constantly being invoked in Central and South-
ern Nigeria as what various groups are comfort-
able with and believe is their ancestral practice,
fundamental or important to their identity as
groups, in spite of the historical changes these
norms have undergone over the centuries.
Changing economic circumstances and rapid
Westernisation and urbanisation in Nigeria since

the beginning of the 20th century have trans-
formed people’s lives throughout the country
giving rise to profound alienation, impoverish-
ment and uncertainty for the majority.

The need for a participatory process
It is against this background that the 12 gover-
nors and leaders of the northern states in Nigeria
have declared their adoption and attempted
implementation of Sharia. Do these leaders
have the right to do this? The peoples of north-
ern Nigeria are not homogenous. There are
Hausa and other ethnic customs observed in the
area and there are Christians resident there.
northern Nigeria is also part of the Federation of
Nigeria which has a constitution embodying
rules relating to citizenship and entitlements of
all who reside therein. Furthermore, what is
being imposed is an interpretation of Sharia and
there is considerable dispute and discussion on
various interpretations. Similar issues of appli-
cable custom and law would arise in relation to
the imposition of Christian custom or so called
native custom even on people who hail from the
area in which the customs are applicable. Taking
into consideration the far reaching social and eco-
nomic changes that have taken place in Nigeria and
in the light of the adoption of a Constitution for the
country, however contentious, who is to decide what
direction reform should take? One group, even if in
apparent majority in a specific location cannot
unilaterally take these decisions. A legitimate
process, in my view, needs to be as participatory
as possible, leaving space for differences and
diversity. Claiming the right to impose or opt
out of a system is based on the procedures by
which that system came into operation and is
maintained and renewed, if the system is to
avoid disintegration, and this is what is at issue
in Nigeria.

Moslems are actively engaged in a debate on
the interpretation of basic principles and the
rules of Islam to be adopted in each society.
There has been little emphasis on education of
people and reform of values and practices which
threaten peace and security. There has been
much emphasis on punitive measures selectively
employed against the poor and disempowered
rather than the provision of an enabling envi-
ronment in which the new society envisaged by
the Prophet and his followers can emerge and

c o m m e n t a r i e s
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thrive. The intolerance and arbitrariness of
groups like the Sharia vigilantes or Hisbau are
being condoned and even encouraged in some
states.

My perception of religion is a set of beliefs
and practices seeking to establish or re-estab-
lish the bond between (wo)man and God. This
is what the word religion means taken from its
Latin root. This is the focus of the teachings
and lives of most of the founders of religious
traditions from different parts of the world who
have sought peace, harmony and social justice.
Yet religion has come to be perceived by so
many as a divisive factor and source of conflict
in our world today.

The roots of fundamentalism
The impact of structural adjustment pro-
grammes and globalisation over the past 20
years has increased the vulnerability of people
and caused them to intensify their search for
meaning in life. Fundamentalism—Christian,
Moslem and expressed in ethnic and other
terms—is part of this search and reaction against
the alienation of colonial/modern institutions,
rules and norms. The quest to re-establish
identities, institutions, values and norms that
are meaningful to people cannot be wished
away. However, the vulnerability of the
disempowered and marginalized majority in
Nigeria, makes them open to manipulation by
elites wielding power and engaged in a power
struggle.

The crises, debate and dispute in Nigeria is
not fundamentally about Islam or religion. It is

about the attempted imposition of one inter-
pretation of Islam and religion by a small and
powerful group of people on a multi-cultural
and multi-religious society without proper ne-
gotiation with the various stakeholders in the
country. It is about the misuse and abuse of
power by a small minority of leaders and the
manipulation (sometimes cynical) of a vulner-
able majority by this elite. However, they are
encountering resistance. Those who challenge
their right to make this imposition, as well as
their interpretation and misuse of Islam or
religion, and call for a system in favour of justice
and empowerment of the people are engaged in
a critical struggle for democratisation and so-
cial justice in Nigeria, not a struggle against
Islam or Moslems and we are all entitled to join
and support them locally and internationally.
However, the motivation, expression and sub-
stance of this support is important too.

The issue of Sharia in Nigeria is both about
agreed formulae for the exercise of power in the
country, as well as building consensus on hu-
man dignity and acceptable social behaviour.
Both require processes of negotiation and com-
promise and we should all participate in this
process in good faith. In fact, the good faith of
religious groups more than any others, should
not be in doubt and they should be at the
forefront of this endeavour. Above all, the
majority of ordinary people (who bear the brunt
of conflict and crises) currently confused and
caught between self-seeking and corrupt local
and foreign elites, need to be informed and to
participate actively in this process. ■
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Children of the Storm

By: Bawa
Yamba
Swedish Re-
searcher at the
Nordic Africa
Institute

The end of the year epidemiological figures
on HIV/AIDS released by UNAIDS show that Sub-
Saharan Africa continues to be the worst af-
fected region of the world. Of the present
global estimates of 42 million people living with
HIV/AIDS, Africa is the home to more than 29
million. About 3.5 million HIV infections oc-
curred in the continent during 2002, and more
than 2.4 million Africans died of AIDS in the
past year. Prevalence figures for several African
countries continue to reflect this alarming rate
of increase. The success stories in AIDS preven-
tion are still very few and far between indeed.
Yet each modicum of progress needs to be
highlighted and encouraged. Apart from con-
tinued evidence from Uganda that some reduc-
tion has occurred, even though some sceptics
continue to question the veracity of this as-
sumption, some populations in South Africa
and Ethiopia show some reduction.

One example is South Africa where there is
a drop in prevalence figures among pregnant
women from 21 per cent in 1998 to 15 per cent
in 2002. Yet small steps are nothing to diminish
the gloom of countries with general prevalence
figures, such as Botswana with about 38.8 per

cent, Lesotho (31 per cent), Swaziland (34.4 per
cent) and Zimbabwe (33.7 per cent). Relate this
state of affairs to the current food crises in the
southern African sub-region, and the picture is
very bleak indeed. A worse scenario could not
be imagined than one that situates famine in
the context of HIV/AIDS; two mutually reinforc-
ing catastrophes at once interrelated and self-
propelling.

Orphans and vulnerable children
Undoubtedly the heaviest impact of HIV/AIDS is
on children. They are the innocent victims of
the pandemic. Through no fault of their own
they become infected in parent-to-child trans-
missions. They also become infected through
sexual contact with adults—sometimes even
before they reach puberty. Such contacts are
often the result of various kinds of coercion:
such as in instances of seduction with money
and presents, and rape by men who are afraid of
sex workers whom they regard as likely to be
infected with Sexually Transmitted Infections
(STIs). Worse still is the fact that many children,
whether infected or not, may eventually be-
come orphaned, without the love and care of
parents, and left to fend for themselves in a
harsh and cruel world. Children who belong to
the former category, that is, those who are
infected, would appear to constitute no prob-
lem for those who find time to grapple with
how to define ‘AIDS orphans’. Such children
would be neatly slotted into the category ‘Per-
sons Living with HIV/AIDS’. When that occurs,
their problems are treated as similar to persons
with AIDS rather than those of a particularly
vulnerable group that requires special atten-
tion.

AIDS orphans, as we all know, are defined by
UNAIDS as children under the age of 15 who are
HIV negative and have lost their mother or both
their parents due to AIDS. There is some sense
to the logic of this categorisation. For one
thing, problems of orphaned children seem
much more acute with loss of the mother, and

The HIV/AIDS pandemic has turned millions of
African children into orphans. This commentary
gives some insight into some of the problems that
they are facing.

c o m m e n t a r i e s
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it may not only be trivial to point out that while
the mother is always determinable, we can
never be absolutely certain as to who the genitor
is.

The phenomenon of the protracted ab-
sence of husbands, or mothers’ partners to look
for jobs elsewhere, under conditions that do not
allow for co-habitation of spouses, is very com-
mon in many societies in Africa. And, perhaps,
this is why the demise of such a person would
not impact heavily on the ordinary life situation
of the family. Father-hood is a social role,
something that might easily be provided by any
close male relative of the mother. Such is,
perhaps, the logic underlying this definition.
But empirical facts show cases in which the
death of the male spouse has a momentous
impact on children. Property grabbing and
disinheritance of children are just two of the
consequences of the death of the father in
Africa. For such reasons some countries have
resorted to their own working definitions of
AIDS orphans, while others have consciously
eschewed the use of the term ‘AIDS orphans’. In
Uganda, orphans are children below the age of
eighteen who have lost one or both parents,
thus sidestepping the issue of AIDS. Malawi
does not accept the label AIDS orphans. Both
countries would accept as more appropriate the
label ‘Orphans and Vulnerable Children’ (OVC),
an appropriate label that covers a very impor-
tant category that ought to be the focus of
attention.

Be that as it may, whether infected or not,
all children are vulnerable. But children who
have been affected by HIV/AIDS are not only
vulnerable but also potentially susceptible to
the pandemic. Indeed, it is this vulnerability
that fuels susceptibility to the disease, be it
through rape, coercion, or finding oneself com-
pelled to resort to sex work to survive.

Until a cure or an effective vaccine for the
disease is found—a prospect still as distant as
ever—or until most of those infected have
access to anti-retrovirals that can arrest the
progress of the disease, all those infected will
continue to die. When they do they will leave
orphans and vulnerable children behind. It is
sometimes easy to forget this fact: a current
reduction in prevalence figures does not imme-

diately result in a reduction in the prevailing
number of orphans. This is partly the reason
why Uganda has about 2 million orphans, one
of the highest in the wake of the AIDS pandemic,
although it is, by any measure, one of the few
success stories in AIDS prevention.

Intergenerational spread
Intergenerational spread is still one of the grav-
est problems that HIV/AIDS prevention has to
address. By this I do not mean cases resulting
from, say, disparity in age between spouses, but
the conscious targeting of younger girls for sex
by older men who rationalise that younger girls
are less likely to be infected. Orphans and
vulnerable children, particularly females, are
often the easy prey of such targeting. My re-
search data contains scores of instances where
children have become infected through inter-
generational sexual contact. Avoiding sex work-
ers and pursuing younger girls might perhaps
constitute the rational end of a behavioural
spectrum that ranges from targeting younger
girls for fear of sex workers, through to behav-
iour where it is not only young girls who are
targeted, but also virgins and babies.

The far end of this spectrum is further
propelled by the belief that sex with virgins
cleanses the diseased male body. There is little
doubt that such belief exists, my research data
affirms this. It is, however, not easy to deter-
mine the extent to which such belief underlies
the actions of men who rape babies. Several
cases have emerged in recent years in which
children have been raped. This is truly one of
the sinister sides of the HIV/AIDS pandemic: the
rape of babies. How do we go about protecting
children from such trafficking and targeting?
Would there be a point in, for example, putting
such men through sensitisation programmes in
which they would be made to see how unac-
ceptable their behaviour is? Could one start
with an ethical injunction, similar to that of
Kantian categorical imperative (even if that was
predicated on the assumption that all people
were as rational and good as the venerable
professor himself; one that assumes that there
is some form of a universal good that is also
good for all mankind?). For some brief deluded
moment, I had thought that that was the an-

c o m m e n t a r i e s
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swer to ‘virgin rapes’ when I pondered on men
who force themselves on young girls in the
belief that they would get rid of their infections.
Make such men see the whole issue from the
point of view of a similar imperative, by fram-
ing it as one in which they were made to
consider the prospect of another raping their
own daughters to rid himself of a venereal
infection. Would the outrage of such a reflec-
tion conjure up a picture so abhorrent that it
would cure them of any such inclination?

The impact of poverty
But reality is more complex than that. A case
recently reported from South Africa suggests
that the answer is not so simple. A mother had
sold her own baby daughter to some men to be
raped. She explained her action in terms of the
need for money to feed her remaining children
so that they might survive. She had several
children who were on the verge of starvation.
Selling her own baby was as rational and,
perhaps, as ethical a choice as any we might
envisage. Poverty is thus also one of the spectres
that drive the AIDS pandemic. But would an
improvement in economic standards for the
worst hit countries result in a reduction of the
infection? Would this result in an immediate
ability to manage and survive the pandemic?
The answers to these questions would vary even
among the experts who work with HIV/AIDS

prevention. But they would all agree that pov-
erty is a great friend of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
It is partly poverty that drives people to resort to
behaviours that are risky. It is not true to say
that poverty is the cause of AIDS, or even that it
is only among the poor that the worst impact is
found. Nonetheless the impact of HIV/AIDS on
children who find themselves in abject poverty
is greater than on those who live in relatively
wealthy circumstances.

Current figures tell us that there are about
14 million children orphaned by HIV/AIDS

worldwide. Such figures are too horrendous for
us to be able to comprehend their impact. We
need to go down to the micro level to see what
might well epitomise the fate of many of the
children who are buried in such statistics. The
following is the fate of three children that I

became acquainted with in July 1993. Their
mother died while we were interviewing on the
quality of care for HIV/AIDS patients. The father
had left the family six years earlier to work in
South Africa and lost contact with his family.
We helped transport the children to their
grandparents’ home about fifty kilometres away,
in accordance with the last wishes of their
mother. Meeting the grandparents conveyed
the sad fact that the new home of the children
would be short-lived. They were frail and weak
and we knew that the children would soon be
going through yet another bereavement within
a short period of time.

Four months later I returned to Zambia
and decided to visit the children together with
a medical colleague. The grandparents had
died of malaria and the children had now
moved to their maternal uncle and aunt. I once
again visited them in their new home. To my
despair I knew immediately that the new
caregivers were most probably living with HIV/
AIDS: obvious loss of weight, recurrent diar-
rhoea during our two-hour visit, and lesions
that my medical colleague suspected were a
form of kaposis sarcoma and which were quite
apparent, led to this conclusion. The children
had then been living in the new home for two
months. They seemed happy and received much
love and tenderness from their aunt and uncle.
Three months later and within an interval of
two weeks both the new caregivers had died.

The children now live in their original
home where they are described as a ‘child-
headed household’. They fend for themselves
with the support of the local community.
Within the span of just nine months these
children had gone through three bereavements.
They had moved from home to home and lost
their caregivers, just as they were getting settled
emotionally and spatially. Movement from
home to home also meant dropping out of
school. What such repeated trauma does to
children, is for psychologists to speculate upon.
The child-headed household I have described
encapsulates some, but not all, of what orphans
have to live through. They are the true orphans
of the storm; caught in an existence that fore-
bodes an almost inevitable disaster. ■

c o m m e n t a r i e s
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Morocco Today:
Dynamics of Political Change

The elections of 27 September 2002 have not
resulted in any major changes in Moroccan
political life. The large traditional parties main-
tain their positions. The only important change
is the considerable advancement of the moder-
ate Islamists (Parti de la justice et du développe-
ment), which increased their numbers of seats in
the parliament from ten to 40. However, they do
not have a chance to modify the political game
based on an alliance between the monarchy and
the parties originating from the independence
movement, which are in the majority in parlia-
ment. The new government is composed of the
same parties, the only exception is the nomina-
tion of a prime minister from another party. The
Islamist party is still in opposition.

Background
Morocco is one of the best examples to use when
analysing future prospects for the experience of
national construction in the Arabo-African re-
gion. In the Maghreb in general, and in Mo-
rocco in particular, the end of the Cold War
inaugurated a period of doubt and self-exami-
nation: the crisis in the model of development,
the aging of the nationalist elite, the rise of the
masses and their presence on the political scene
were all contributory factors. At the close of the
century, a series of riots seemed to indicate a rise
in the level of insecurity and posed the question

By: Abouhani Abdelghani
Professor, Institut National d’Aménagement et
d’Urbanisme, Rabat, Morocco

There appear to be real prospects for liberal de-
mocracy in Morocco. However, the injustices,
growing social inequalities, the rising foreign debt
and the growing population pose real challenges
for democracy and sustainable and humane de-
velopment.

of whether or not the country was really capable
of embarking on a peaceful transition which
would witness the reconciliation of democracy
and development and their mutual reinforce-
ment.

In the 1980s, the emergence of civil society
took the form of violent uprisings triggered off
by the worsening of social inequalities and sus-
tained by political struggles fueled by attempts
to break away from the old political system.
Both the political and the economic model
seemed to be sinking into chronic instability.

The period from 1960 to 2000 did, however,
define a phase in the history of Morocco which
witnessed the emergence, the consolidation and
the collapse of a model for economic and politi-
cal development based on the central role of the
state both at the level of the distribution of
political roles and of the allocation of economic
resources. The centralizing state wished at the
same time to create the means of production and
to establish the nature of the process of accumu-
lation. Nevertheless, this state capitalism worked
largely to the advantage of the private sector, by
entrusting it with markets, supplying it with raw
materials, giving it credits at reduced rates and
sheltering it from foreign competition by pro-
tective legal codes. In the political sphere, the
state applied itself to controlling the political
struggle so as to guarantee to private capital the
availability of a cheap and docile labour force.
The divisions in the opposition political parties
to a great extent assisted the state’s endeavours
which were constantly being reinforced, par-
ticularly in the 1980s. It was not until the begin-
ning of the 1990s with the reduction in the
state’s capacity for redistribution, the extension
of the human rights movement, and the violent
and repeated eruption of the masses into the
political sphere, that we began to see the emer-
gence of the beginnings of political recom-
position. However, the basis on which political
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power is exercised in Morocco has not been
successfully challenged.

Recent developments in Morocco have re-
vealed a number of significant trends which will
probably interfere with the future development
of the country: liberalization, democratization,
the risk of Islamic fundamentalism and the
sudden emergence of the masses on the political
stage.

The liberal scenario
The liberal vision has come up against its own
limits. Its implementation has brought in its
wake a worsening in the structural imbalance:
the external debt has assumed proportions which
exceed the financial resources of the country and
population growth is far beyond the country’s
capacities. The structural adjustment imposed
by the IMF has only further reinforced these
imbalances. Nevertheless, despite its limits, the
liberal vision continues to be presented by the
government and its allies as the one and only
ultimate aim, which cannot be overruled. The
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe con-
tributed further to reinforcing the position of
those in favour of the sole alternative.

The liberal scenario is based on belief in the
capacity of the government in power to manage
any future imbalances, to ‘adjust’ the ‘adjust-
ments’, as it did in the 1980s, and to control the
social transformations implied by the ‘liberal
cure’. The power game among elites is therefore
likely to continue with approaches being made
to the new political forces, in particular the
Soussis whose economic success ought to be
rewarded politically.

The durability of the liberal scenario is based
on the continuity of the alliances among six
strategic groups: the monarchy, the bureauc-
racy, the army, the Fassis, the Soussis and well-
known people in urban and rural areas. This
coalition of forces periodically makes a few
concessions to the middle class to involve it in
the success of a policy of austerity which targets
the greatest number: this is how the present
process of democratization should be inter-
preted. The liberal scenario also bases its dura-
bility on the continuity of the alliance between
the government and the West. This alliance has
always been considered as a strategic choice, a
pillar of the stability of the Moroccan political
system, from which comes the image which is

often used by the Head of State in which Mo-
rocco is depicted as a tree with its roots deep in
Africa and its foliage in Europe.

It is true that to date the bulk of Morocco’s
foreign trade is done with the EU and that the
understanding of the West has enabled a much
less rigorous application of the policy of struc-
tural adjustment. Moreover, important parts of
the adjustment package have not yet been ap-
plied: the privatization of the public sector is still
being deferred and the payment of the debt has
been put off from one settlement date to the
next.

The liberal scenario relies on the continua-
tion of this complicity with the West. Because
of its geographical situation, its demographic
importance and the resources of its fishing in-
dustry, Morocco will continue to be supported
by the EU. We should also bear in mind that
exploratory discussions have been started with
the EU to establish a free trade area which would
offer new financial transfers and open up new
possibilities for development.

The supporters of the liberal scenario con-
sider that because of its geostrategical position,
the West will always adapt its principles, in
Morocco, to suit an authoritarian political re-
gime which makes a few democratic conces-
sions to the middle class, but which deals se-
verely with outbursts from the underprivileged
in the streets. In the liberal scenario, the urban
riots are considered to be mere ‘passing social
emotions’, devoid of any social project or politi-
cal function, which are in no way a threat to the
stability of the political system. The urban
social movements, even when violent, are not
seen to constitute an imminent and urgent
threat. Although by definition, riots are a form
of resistance and negation, the urban masses are
seen as quite incapable of organization and
unity and of triggering off an attack on central
government.

The risk of Islamic fundamentalism
The risk of ‘fundamentalism’ is much more
serious since this movement has at its disposal a
total ideology, a model—which is Iran—for
guerilla techniques which have been tried out in
Algeria, bases for support and training and fairly
widespread networks of cooperation. The fun-
damentalists had already come to the attention
of the public in the 1984 and 1990 riots and
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during the trials of their members. Nevertheless
they are for the time being less active than in the
rest of the Maghreb. The status of the Head of
State, who is at the same time a Prince (chérif),
a descendant of the Prophet and the spiritual
leader of the believers, coupled with the strong
structuring of the clerical hierarchy since 1956,
have enabled the authorities to ensure total
control of the religious sphere.

But the fundamentalists rely on the multi-
plicity of factors which are destabilising the
system to assert themselves as an alternative to
the liberal option. Their subversive ideology,
and the attraction which it exerts on the
marginalised urban masses turn the ‘fundamen-
talists’ into a potential threat capable of becom-
ing a political reality in times of crisis.

Is the future of the country confined be-
tween the liberal scenario and the risk of funda-
mentalism, an alternating between political au-
thoritarianism, economic liberalism, popular
uprisings and religious fascism? Are there other
possible alternatives? In addition these two sce-
narios could merge and a fundamentalist ad-
ministration of the liberal economic order is a
variation which cannot be excluded.

The democratic scenario
This scenario has acquired a degree of substance
since the beginning of the 1990s following the
large-scale riots which shook the country and
after international pressure to democratize the
regime. Negotiations were initiated between
the government and the opposition parties and
were to deal with two essential points, namely:
constitutional reform and the organization of
free and transparent elections. The aim was to
set up institutional mechanisms to successfully
carry through a peaceful transition to democ-

racy. The negotiations between the government
and the opposition parties turned out to be
extremely difficult and complex. This is what
explains their spread over time. They only came
to a conclusion with concrete results at the end
of the 1990s. But this period was used advanta-
geously by the political actors to prepare the
‘changeover’.

On the side of the opposition, the four main
parties grouped together to form the Front
Démocratique. They worked out a programme
for the reform of the political system in Mo-
rocco and a programme for government. The
opposition decided in favour of a democratic,
constitutional monarchy in which the King
arbitrates and does not govern, and a socially
orientated liberal economy.

On the government side, efforts have been
made to reassure the opposition by declaring an
amnesty which allowed the release of all politi-
cal prisoners, by enlarging the sphere of public
liberties (suspension of censorship of the press,
lifting of police control over the meetings and
activities of political parties, trade unions and
associations). The crowning achievement of
this process of political reform was the 1996
Constitution which restated Morocco’s belief in
human rights and which, above all, extended the
powers of the Prime Minister.

This process of reform which was spread
over a period of eight years (1990–1997) laid the
foundation for an agreement between the power
of the monarchy and the opposition. It was on
the basis of this agreement that in 1998 the first
change of government took place, ending forty
years of confrontation between the monarchy
and the opposition parties, giving rise to enor-
mous hope for change amongst the underprivi-
leged categories of the population. ■
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The research project deals with the process of
state-building in post-liberation Eritrea. It is
an exploration of the prospects, challenges and
potentialities encountered by Eritrea since it
became independent in 1991. It aims at exam-
ining ten years’ experience of nation state-
building by focusing on institutionalisation,
bureaucratisation and democratisation of state
organs. The three dimensions are distinct yet
intimately linked aspects of the process of
nationstate building.

Institutionalisation is defined as the effec-
tive establishment of state authority over soci-
ety through specially created political struc-
tures and organs. Further, it is understood that
political institutionalisation is a state-building
process. For the purpose of this study, it is to
mean the evolvement of functioning and dura-
ble state and societal institutions. In addition,
it refers to the process through which viable
institutions are constructed and consolidated.
The modern state is perhaps best seen as a
complex set of institutional arrangements of
rule operating through the continuous and
regulated activities of individuals acting as oc-
cupants of offices.

State-Building in Post-Liberation Eritrea:
Prospects, Potentialities and Challenges

By: Redie
Bereketeab
Externally funded
Researcher at the
Nordic Africa In-
stitute since Feb-
ruary 2002

Bureaucratisation pertains, in the Weberian
tradition, to a process leading to a system of
rule by an administrative office. It refers to the
development of the civil service and the
routinisation of administration designed to
ensure neutrality and objectivity in treating
citizens. It refers to an administrative system
where professionalism and meritocracy are
strictly adhered to as the cardinal principle for
recruitment of civil servants. In other words it
concerns the development of rule of law and
the pursuit of strict formal rules and regula-
tions.

Democratisation refers to the construction
of institutions with divided power. It is under-
stood as a process through which a democratic
system is put in place. Here distinction is made
between democracy and democratisation. The
former concerns a system already in operation,
while the latter deals with the efforts, struggles
and ambitions to set up a democratic system.

Democratisation and state-building
Overall the three dimensions refer to the proc-
ess of democratisation. The compatibility be-
tween democratisation and state-building has
been intensively debated. Historically, state
formation did not have any connection what-
soever with democratisation. In the historical
ontology of the Western state, democratisa-
tion was perceived as repressive. State-build-
ing, thus, preceded democratisation and was
generally accomplished by coercive means
through conquest or resisting conquest.
Moreover, wars which were indicative of the
absolutist state of the Middle Ages, and which
are by their very nature if not anti-democratic
undemocratic were the chief instrument of the
formation of the modern state.

Today, however, democratisation is not
only in vogue but also normatively imperative
for the evolvement of a viable and sustainable
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state. Theories of state formation are increas-
ingly becoming unthinkable without incorpo-
rating issues of democratisation. Globalisation,
growing concern about human rights viola-
tions and conditionality of aid and cooperation
make state-building by means of coercion less
viable. Consequently state-building has be-
come intimately fused with democratisation.
This fusion is, however, posing serious prob-
lems for the state-building project. Democ-
racy involves the empowering of the popula-
tion to influence decision making. This in turn
means the integration of a variety of ethnic and
social groups, and determining their relation-
ship to the state requires consensual decision
making by all concerned parties. Failing to
reach consensus may lead to state disintegra-
tion.

Further, the negotiations and compromises
among the various groups would mean manag-
ing issues such as centralisation/decentralisa-
tion of power, relations between minority and
majority ethnic groups, and types of electoral
system, state intervention in the private and
public realms. Given the reality in African
societies this complex way of dealing with
politics does not make the project of state-
building easy. On the other hand the benefit of
democratisation can be seen in mitigating the
domination of the state by the elites. It governs
relations among individuals, protects citizens
from the excesses of the state, if it goes beyond
periodic elections.

Democracy can be organised in a manner
that the right of nations can be ensured without
reducing the rights of individuals and social
groups. It is imperative that democratisation
and state-building are organised and managed
in such a way that they reinforce and revitalise
one another. Democratisation makes the state
more transparent and transforms its nature so
it becomes more suitable for advancing social
interests. This transformation, in turn,
strengthens the state both by enhancing its
legitimacy and by integrating different na-
tional entities.

In this sense the compatibility of democra-
tisation for state-building is in its meaning of
institution building. Democratisation seen as
the building of relevant and functional institu-
tions constitutes a cornerstone of the social
project called state-building—this is very true
insofar as state-building by its very definition is
to be interpreted and comprehended as the
laying down of institutional infrastructures. A
failed state formation means then a failed insti-
tution building.

The dismal failure in the last four decades of
the African experimental project, following on
the demise of the colonial order, is necessarily a
failure of institutional experiment. Indeed it is a
failure of institution and capacity building. The
vital question here deals with institutional and
capacity premises that will bear functional and
sustainable substantial democracy or democratic
institutions that safeguard enduring democ-
racy.

It is suggested that the success of the enter-
prise of building a modern state in post-libera-
tion Eritrea depends on the proper institution-
alisation, bureaucratisation and democratisa-
tion of state organs. This will ensure the deter-
rence of patrimonialisation, personalisation of
power, entrenchment of authoritarian and dic-
tatorial tendencies and arbitrariness. Conversely,
it is thought that this will secure rule of law,
accountability, transparency, predictability and
continuity, empowerment of communities, etc.

The central focus of this investigation is on
the ways and mechanisms of institutionalisa-
tion, bureaucratisation and democratisation of
the state in post-liberation Eritrea. The ques-
tion concerns the conditions and measures un-
der which these prerequisites would be realised.
Informed by the theoretical framework of state
formation, the study empirically endeavours to
give answers to the following questions: How is
institutionalisation, bureaucratisation and de-
mocratisation to be realised? What specific
measures need to be taken? What are the chal-
lenges to be met? Who are the actors and what
role do they play in institution building? ■
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In recent years, charismatic movements have
rapidly gained influence in many parts of Africa.
These postcolonial religious movements have
sometimes been described as responses to mo-
dernity. Churches that have their history in
European missions have thereby been com-
pelled to come to terms with other forms of
Christianity. Pentecostalism and charismatic
movements have rapidly gained influence in
Tanzania as well, and there has been a growing
influence of the charismatic movement in the
Protestant churches.

In the Lutheran areas of rural Kilimanjaro,
the former mission field of the Leipzig Lu-
theran Mission, the church has integrated char-
ismatic elements into its activities in order to
retain the revivalists. Furthermore, the Lu-
theran church is an influential moral authority
in terms of gender relations. It is in this context
in rural Kilimanjaro that I study religious par-
ticipation and gender. My research combines
historical investigation of the Leipzig Lutheran
Mission as well as examination of the contem-
porary religious participation with special em-
phasis on gender and social stratification.

The historical part of the project examines
the encounter of the Leipzig Lutheran mission
with the Chagga socio-cultural order in Kili-
manjaro. The distinctive feature of this mis-
sion was its emphasis on the importance of
indigenous culture and tradition. I will exam-
ine both the transformation of ritual practices
as well as the more mundane means of pros-
elytising at the grass roots level. The develop-
ment of Christian marriages, families and
homes was one of the most important tasks of
the mission as the family was seen to be the
foundation of Christian life. I will, among
other things, look at the transformations that
took place in marriage practices and gender
relations during the 1920s and 1930s. Large

Religious History and Gender Relations
in Northern Tanzania

By: Päivi Hasu
Finnish Researcher at the Nordic Africa Institute
since August 2002

numbers of non-Christian marriages and
changing moral conduct attracted the atten-
tion of the church. They were greatly moral-
ized over as being destructive to the indigenous
culture and social system.

Today, Kilimanjaro is remarkably uniform
in its religious make-up and the division be-
tween Lutheran and Catholic areas. The sec-
ond part of the research will examine the
contemporary gender relations in rural Kili-
manjaro in the context of the Lutheran and
charismatic forms of Christianity. The church
is an important moral authority in the areas of
family life, gender relations and sexuality. A
more detailed examination of the influence of
the church on the present Christian ideals of
marriage, gender relations and moral discourse
will be conducted. The migrant and mobile
young people are increasingly being intro-
duced to alternative codes of conduct and
moral values. It remains to be investigated how
the Lutheran and charismatic forms of Chris-
tianity either reinforce or contest the ‘tradi-
tional’ and ‘modern’ or Western codes of con-
duct in the various social strata of the local
communities. The question is how gender and
social stratification are played out in religious
participation, experience and religious dis-
course. The Lutheran and charismatic dis-
courses on tradition and modernity will also be
investigated.

Historical data and fieldwork
My research draws not only on a large body of
archival sources but also from fieldwork expe-
rience. The historical part is based on a study of
existing historical primary sources and litera-
ture on the Chagga. During the years 1893–
1940 the Leipzig Lutheran Mission produced
a large and detailed body of material not only
of its own work but also material of ethno-
graphic interest. I have conducted archival
research in the Tanzania National Archives, in
the archives of the Northern Diocese of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, at
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The dissolution of family concord and support
are unfortunately becoming important issues in
research on the social consequences of the HIV/
AIDS pandemic across the African continent. As
the extended family support system is the bed-
rock of most African societies in everyday life as
well as in times of specific needs, these changes
have raised concern among scholars as to which
social networks people then turn to for support
and the consequences of such changes within
the fundamental social organisation. A vital
group of ‘people’ are young children orphaned
by AIDS.

In Uganda, as in many other African socie-
ties, the traditional patterns of care predomi-
nantly rest on kinship and until recently the kin
based support mechanisms have had the capac-
ity to absorb most vulnerable children and or-

AIDS Orphans and Their Relatives:
Patterns of Care

By: Catrine
Christiansen
Danish Re-
searcher at the
Nordic Africa
Institute since
September 2002

phans, i.e. of patrilineal descent. Lately, the
high mortality rate among young and middle-
aged adult care-givers leaves behind children
with one or no parents, and these children may
also be without most of their aunts and uncles.
The latest estimates (UNAIDS 2002) indicate that
880,000 Ugandan children have been orphaned
by AIDS, a figure that suggests the difficulties
involved for the surviving relatives in taking care
of them.

When a parent dies, the first option still
seems to be leaving these children who have
been orphaned by AIDS in the care of relatives of
either parent, which implies that the changing
patterns of care include an increasing use of
matrilineal kinship ties. Other options are to
leave the orphaned children in the care of their
surviving grandparents, of friends and strangers,
of church organisations, or leave the children on
their own. Such changing patterns of care pro-
duce new household structures and composi-
tions as well as changes in the ways through
which rural households make a living. Many
AIDS orphans must struggle extremely hard for
access to food, health care, and school fees. I
approach the patterns of care for orphans as a
window on the family situation.

The research project
My research project ‘Taking Care of Orphans:
Clans and Churches’ addresses the care taking

Makumira University College and in the ar-
chives of the Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran
Mission.

I have also conducted fieldwork in the
eastern part of rural Kilimanjaro on several
occasions. My fieldwork in rural, semi-urban
and urban Kilimanjaro continues. In order to

discuss historical continuities and transforma-
tions I have concentrated on the areas where
the German Lutheran missionaries previously
worked. Today, the fieldwork site is character-
ized by relatively high rural population density,
migration and the proximity of several large,
even international, market places. ■
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of AIDS orphans in a rural area in Uganda where
the number of AIDS orphans is increasingly pos-
ing a severe strain on a population afflicted by
poverty. It will investigate the conditions of life
for AIDS orphans and their care-givers on the
household level, the relationship between the
care-giver(s) and care-recipient(s), their notions
of care and competences to provide and attain
this ‘care’ through their social networks. I will
further study the changes emerging within the
social organisation, where clans cannot absorb
or are unwilling to provide for orphaned rela-
tives. This issue will be explored by focussing on
the second most vital network within Ugandan
civil society, i.e. the Christian churches and their
public roles, such as initiating income-saving
projects and providing free schooling for a mi-
nority of such orphans.

The empirical micro-level perspective pro-
vides an opportunity for elucidating tangible
strategies of responding to AIDS orphans and
suggesting appropriate interventions. This
knowledge is urgently needed, as the conse-
quences of a large number of children growing
up in orphanhood pose new problems for devel-
opment at national, regional, and local levels,
among which is creating the capacity to mitigate
the negative impacts of orphans on the general
livelihood. Analytically the research will con-
tribute to the ongoing debates on coping, com-
petence, and to the new studies of kinship and
‘relatedness’.

Living with relatives
The majority of children orphaned by AIDS live
in households, especially in rural areas like the
study area (see below). Households vary in com-
position, dynamics, and resource distribution. I
gave attention to the issue of changing demo-
graphic compositions within households above,
so I will briefly describe the two latter aspects
here.

Caroline Bledsoe (1995) found, in her re-
search on Mende households in Sierra Leone,
that the care given to ‘extra children’ was closely
linked to the adult relationship between the
mother of the children and the care-givers, even
when the mother had died. Other studies, also
within some Ugandan districts, suggest that
children being fostered by the maternal relatives
are better cared for than those fostered by pater-
nal relatives. The influence of the kin relation-

ship between care-giver(s) and care-recipient(s)
seems to influence the well-being of the child,
however, due to the diversity and complexity of
intra-household dynamics it is necessary to
embed these within the local socio-cultural con-
text.

Children being fostered in polygynous
households may further be discriminated be-
cause of the competition among co-wives and
their respective children. In the study area po-
lygyny is widespread and as each woman is
responsible for the well-being of her own chil-
dren, orphans may not be given the same share
of resources as other children within the house-
hold.

Women are the prime care-givers and they
differ in their abilities to cope with ‘extra chil-
dren’. There is consensus that women’s school-
ing influences their ability and strategies in
caring for children. Based on previous studies
within the area I will also focus on religious
beliefs and belonging as my findings indicated
that women within different Christian churches
are able to make use of diverse strategies for
coping with extra children.

Children are active social agents and not
necessarily care-recipients. They may also be
care-givers, i.e. in child-headed households and
while caring for an ill parent. Beside elucidating
the emotional, health and educational condi-
tions of AIDS orphans, I will focus on their
perspectives of their situation and competences
in gaining access to assistance.

Study site
A relatively stable and ethnic homogenous popu-
lation characterizes the fieldwork site, Busia
District in southeastern Uganda. Systematic
research studies on issues related to care taking
and orphaning are few as are studies on the
Samia people. This research will produce quan-
titative data in order to assess the prevalence of
orphans within Samia households and their
conditions. On the basis of these findings quali-
tative data will be produced which focus on the
intersubjectivity between care-givers and care-
recipients as well as on their respective compe-
tences to cope with the past, the present and the
future. Through the lens of caring for orphans
and being an orphan the significance of belong-
ing to a particular clan and/or a particular Chris-
tian community will be examined. ■
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The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
South Africa (TRC) has already materialised in
an impressive range of publications. The full
report of the TRC had five volumes. A shorter
version was published for a wider audience (Out
of the Shadows. The Story of South Africa’s Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. Braamfontein:
Macmillan, 2000). This overview introduces a
number of other studies to complement the
articles in the previous issue of News from the
Nordic Africa Institute, which were based on the
proceedings of the Stockholm International
Forum (A Conference on Truth, Justice and Rec-
onciliation. Stockholm, Sweden, 23–24 April 2002.
Proceedings. Stockholm: Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, 2002).

The ‘Castle Lectures in Ethics, Politics, and
Economics’ delivered at Yale University in 1998
by Justice Richard J. Goldstone—who had been
serving in the South African judicial system for
most of his life (culminating in The Goldstone
Commission on Public Violence and Intimida-
tion) before assuming international responsi-
bility as chief prosecutor of the United Nations
Criminal Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia
and Rwanda—offers a sensible background to
the South African society in transition and the
subsequent debates on the role of an independ-
ent judiciary not only in South Africa: Richard
J. Goldstone, For Humanity. Reflections of a War
Crimes Investigator. Johannesburg: Witwaters-
rand University Press and New Haven and
London: Yale University Press 2000. The book
is an impressive personal account by a human
rights advocate who had been socialized under
the Apartheid state’s repression and finally man-
aged to use the law against the perpetrators. He
concludes: “No longer will dictators or oppres-
sive governments be able to violate the funda-
mental rights of their citizens with impunity”
(p. 138) and one hopes he is right.

“If ‘the past is an argument’, as Michael
Ignatieff asserts, then we should welcome the
fact that the TRC did not settle the matter, close
the debate, and put paid to lingering questions
and controversies about South Africa’s troubled

Literature on
Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa

history”, conclude the editors of a recent volume
in their introduction (p. 13). The comprehen-
sive volume offers “Insider Accounts” (pp. 17–
93), “Victims’ Stories” (pp. 97–144) and “Out-
sider Assessments” (pp. 147–251), completed by
a detailed index. The contributions are based on
a conference, which brought together scholars
and grass root activists, victims and staff mem-
bers of the TRC. They offer a wide range of
analytical as well as empirically descriptive and
emotionally moving accounts: Commissioning
the Past. Understanding South Africa’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. Edited by Deborah
Posel and Graeme Simpson. Johannesburg:
Witwatersrand University Press, 2002.

That the TRC has—despite the best inten-
tions at least of some of its initiators—limits in
terms of establishing truth and reconciliation is
an aspect which has been discussed since its
beginning. In this critical perspective a study
based on anthropological field work argues,
evaluating the impact of the TRC on urban
African communities in Johannesburg. It main-
tains that the TRC did not always serve the needs
at a local level and had little effect on popular
ideas of justice as retribution. The study is a
healthy reminder of the limitations human
rights institutions are confronted with in their
daily work and their overall impact for a society
in transition towards democracy: Richard A.
Wilson, The Politics of Truth and Reconciliation
in South Africa. Legitimizing the Post-Apartheid
State. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2001.

The literature suggests that there are a lot of
reflective efforts being made among, and chal-
lenges ahead for, scholars and human rights
activists alike to explore and establish the scope
and limits of a changing concept of both na-
tional and international law and its role in
contributing towards more justice and the pro-
tection of human rights. South Africa and the
lessons of its TRC are only one relevant aspect of
this, which might benefit other future commit-
ments. ■

Henning Melber
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AEGIS: Africa–Europe Group
for Interdisciplinary Studies

AEGIS was set up in 1991 in order to build upon
the resources and the research potential avail-
able within the Africanist institutions of the
European Union. As the dynamics of contem-
porary change in Africa and the continent’s
response to globalisation are intimately linked,
understanding the continent’s evolution is the
major academic and policy challenge AEGIS

seeks to address. AEGIS consequently aims to:
• Share intellectual resources for research and

advisory purposes
• Conceptualise new research themes
• Improve and disseminate knowledge about

Africa
• Provide academic guidance and foster institu-

tional exchanges of students, senior
researchers and academic staff

• Promote interdisciplinary approaches to the
study of Africa

Activities
The principal AEGIS activities involve the ex-
change of ideas, people, knowledge and re-
sources on Africa. These include:
• biennial European Conferences of African

Studies, to be held in rotation in different
member countries—the first will take place
in Bordeaux in 2005

• biennial Summer Schools—that is advanced
teaching and research meetings for post-
graduate students and junior faculty, organ-
ised by one of the member centres on a
rotation basis—the last, on ‘Conflict Resolu-
tion in Africa’, took place in Leipzig in Au-
gust 2001; and the next, on ‘The State in the
Great Lakes Region’, will be held in Brussels
in 2004

• guidance and expertise towards the develop-
ment of joint graduate teaching  and research
supervision in African Studies—agreements
have been signed between some member
institutions to enable joint research supervi-
sion

• the organisation of methodological, theoreti-
cal or subject-based state-of-the-art work-
shops/conferences—the last, on ‘Changing
Patterns of Politics in Africa’, took place in
Lisbon in September 2002 and the next, on
‘Parties, Party Systems and Elections in Af-
rica’, will be held in Hamburg in May 2003

The AEGIS centres
Thirteen centres from ten EU countries and one
from Switzerland constitute the core of the
AEGIS network.

AEGIS is a research network of European African studies centres which aims to create synergies between
experts and institutions. With primary emphasis on social sciences and humanities, AEGIS’s main goal is
to improve understanding about contemporary African societies.

I n s t i t u t i o n

Belgium: Brussels Centre of African Studies,
Université Libre de Bruxelles/Vrije Univer-
siteit Brussel

Denmark: Center for Afrikastudier, Københavns
Universitet

France: Centre d’étude d’Afrique noire, IEP de
Bordeaux, Université Montesquieu–Bor-
deaux IV

Germany: Institut für Afrika-Studien, Uni-
versität Bayreuth; Institut für Afrika-Kunde,
Hamburg; Institut für Afrikanistik, Univer-
sität Leipzig

Italy: Dipartimento di studi e ricerche su Africa e
paesi arabi, Istituto Universitario Orientale,
Napoli

Netherlands: Afrika-Studiecentrum, Leiden
Nordic Countries:  Nordiska Afrikainstitutet,

Uppsala
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Associate membership is welcome by African
studies centres from non-European countries.
Associate members presently include the Cen-
tre of African Studies in Saint Petersburg Uni-
versity, Russia.

AEGIS is a foundation
AEGIS is registered as a Foundation in the Neth-
erlands and is governed by a three-member
Board. The Board implements the policies of
the network as set forth in the AEGIS Annual
Plenary Meeting. The Board is assisted by a

Secretariat
Centre of African Studies
School of Oriental and African Studies
Thornhaugh Street
Russell Square
London WC1H 0XG
United Kingdom

Administrator: Jackie Collis

President: Prof. Patrick  Chabal

Board: Prof. Patrick Chabal, Dr. Gerti Hesseling
and Prof. Alessandro Triulzi

e-mail: cas@soas.ac.uk
URL: http://aegis.eu.org

phone: +44 20 7898 4370
fax: +44 20 7898 4369

I n s t i t u t i o n

series of specific Working Groups or Task
Forces. The Scientific Advisory Committee
acts as an academic reference group for projects
and other scholarly activities of particular rel-
evance. The Working Group on New Tech-
nologies is responsible for the AEGIS website
and the use of electronic media. The AEGIS

network operates along a cost-effective princi-
ple. Its modest financial requirements are sup-
ported by regular annual contributions from its
members and from ad hoc project/conference
funding. Financing mechanisms are currently
being sought to reinforce the AEGIS secretariat
in order to enable it to capitalise on the net-
work’s extensive expertise.

Further information
Information about AEGIS, member institutions
and activities is available on the AEGIS website:
http://aegis.eu.org. This site also provides use-
ful links to African studies issues elsewhere in
Europe and Africa. ■

Patrick Chabal and Susanne Linderos

Portugal: Centro de Estudos Africanos, Instituto
Superior de Ciências do Trabalho e da Em-
presa, Lisboa; Centro de Estudos sobre África e
do Desevolvimento, Instituto Superior de
Economia e Gestão, Universidade Técnica
de Lisboa

Spain: Centre d’Estudis Africans, Barcelona
Swizerland: Zentrum für Afrikastudien, Basel
United Kingdom: Centre of African Studies, Uni-

versity of London
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Recent Publications

p u b l i s h i n g

Martin Legassick
Armed Struggle and Democracy. The Case of South Africa
Discussion Paper no. 20, ISBN 91-7106-504-0, 62  pp, 100 SEK, 7.95 GBP, 12.95 USD

The impact of the concept(s) of armed struggle for the notion(s) of democracy
in South(ern) Africa is the focus of this paper. Originally submitted to a
conference on ‘(Re-) Conceptualising Democracy and Liberation in Southern
Africa’, held in Windhoek, Namibia during July 2002, it argues from the point
of departure of the personal involvement of the author in the issues raised.

The author was part of a group which criticised the strategy of armed
struggle in the ANC. For the articulation of this dissenting view they were
suspended from the movement in 1979 and finally expelled in 1985. With this
paper he inspires a debate, which can claim relevance for current issues of

democracy in South Africa and the Southern African region more generally. Given the degree of
personal involvement of its author, this analysis is contemporary history based on personal insights,
and provides arguments for a necessary discussion.

This publication is one of the results of the research network on ‘Liberation and Democracy
in Southern Africa’ (LiDeSA), currently coordinated through the Nordic Africa Institute.

Martin Legassick is Professor at the Department of History, University of the Western Cape
and Western Cape coordinator of the SADET Project (South African Democracy Education Trust),
exploring the history of the South African liberation struggle.

Göran Hydén, Michael Leslie and Folu F. Ogundimu (Eds)
Media and Democracy in Africa
ISBN 91-7106-495-8, 215 pp, 240 SEK, 16.95 GBP.
Co-published with Transaction Publishers, USA

This book provides a comprehensive and up-to-date assessment of the
role of the media in political change in sub-Saharan Africa. The central
argument of the volume is that while the media may still be relatively weak
compared to their positions in liberal democracies, they have come to play
a much more important role than ever before since independence. The
book is organized to provide a historical perspective on the evolution of
the African media, placing the present in the context of the past, including
both colonial and post-colonial experiences.

Göran Hydén is Distinguished Professor of Political Science at the University of Florida.
Michael Leslie is Associate Professor in the College of Journalism and Communications at the
University of Florida. Folu F. Ogundimu is Associate Professor in the School of Journalism at
Michigan State University, East Lansing.
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Amin Y. Kamete
Governing the Poor in Harare, Zimbabwe
—Shifting Perceptions and Changing Responses
Research Report no. 122, ISBN 91-7106-503-2, 67  pp, 100 SEK, 7.95 GBP,
12.95 USD

This is a study of the ‘terrain of urban governance’, using areas of
Zimbabwe’s biggest city Harare as case studies. It presents and discusses
sets of perceptions of poverty and the poor which influence policy
development and decision making among urban ‘governors’. Kamete
shows the effects of positive as well as negative perceptions of the poor.
He also problematises more conventional understandings of poverty and
includes into his own conceptual understanding dimensions of deficient

access to participation and citizenship. He shows that the relationship between power and power-
lessness among the poor is much more complex than is sometimes assumed.
The urban poor in Harare—since the emergence of significant political opposition in Zimbabwe
in the late 1990s—have become both an important and volatile instrument to be wooed and paid
by populist politicians. At the same time—in their patterns of voting—they have been a mainstay
of support for opposition to the ZANU-PF government at both local and central level.

Amin Y. Kamete is Senior Lecturer at the Department of Rural and Urban Planning, University
of Zimbabwe, Harare. He has been a guest researcher at the Nordic Africa Institute in Uppsala.

Bahru Zewde and Siegfried Pausewang (Eds)
Ethiopia—The Challenge of Democracy from Below
ISBN 91-7106-501-6, 215  pp, 220 SEK, 16.95 GBP, 27.95 USD.
Co-published with Forum for Social Studies, Addis Ababa

Constitutionally Ethiopia is a federal democratic state although in practice it is
dominated by one political coalition. The opposition parties claim they have no
chance of challenging the incumbent. The rural majority, as ever, feel controlled
from above, unable to influence political decisions. Observers describe elections
as manipulated and non-representative of the will of the people for whom the
word ‘democracy’ frequently appears to be synonymous with domination and
coercion. Democracy is a concept reflecting European philosophies, struggles
and concerns. Many Ethiopian ethnic groups have traditions which may offer
more satisfactory and culturally acceptable foundations for a ‘sovereignty of the people’ through
time-honoured ways of voicing political ideas, ironic observations and vital interests. In line with
modern urban life Ethiopians also organise and express their interests in non-governmental
organisations, the independent press and advocacy groups representing political and social
alternatives. The contributors to this book analyse the democratic potential of these movements
and practices, their ability to give a voice to the view from below and their potential contribution
to a more genuine participation by the majority of Ethiopians in democratic decision making and
bringing the sovereignty of the people a step closer to reality.

Bahru Zewde is professor of history at the University of Addis Ababa, specialising in modern
Ethiopian history and intellectual history. Siegfried Pausewang is a rural sociologist and a senior
research fellow at the Chr. Michelsen  Institute for Development and Human Rights in Bergen,
Norway.

p u b l i s h i n g
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p u b l i s h i n g

Lennart Wohlgemuth (Ed.)
The Nordic Countries and Africa. Old and New Relations
ISBN 91-7106-505-9, 53 pp, 80 SEK, 5.95 GBP, 7.95 USD

The Institute have asked one representative from each Nordic country
to give an account of how their respective countries have dealt with
Africa over the years (in some cases even over the centuries) but with
an emphasis on the last 50 years. They were also asked to indicate what
role Africa has played in the politics, trade, etc. of their countries. The
diversity of the invited authors’ backgrounds and fields of specialisa-
tion is reflected in their contributions, but the authors have one thing
in common: a long experience from, and deep engagement in, Africa’s
development.

Africanists in the Nordic Countries
A database of approximately 250 researchers on Africa

in the Nordic countries in the social sciences and humanities

Africanists in the Nordic Countries is an online database on researchers in the Nordic countries
with an advanced university degree in the social sciences or humanities engaged in research on
Africa or relevant for Africa. It excludes to a large degree undergraduates, consultants and experts
who have no research activities in their current job.

The main purpose is to facilitate networking and foster contacts and collaboration among
Africanists in the Nordic countries. It serves as a basic guide to the Nordic world of research on Africa
and provides interested parties with easy access to expertise on Africa in the Nordic countries.

If you fulfil the criteria and would like to be included in the database you can either submit your
information by using the online form at www.nai.uu.se or, in case you do not have access to
Internet, you can request a form from:

The Nordic Africa Institute
Att. Africanists in the Nordic Countries
Box 1703

SE–751 47 Uppsala
Sweden

Further information on the database can be accessed at: www.nai.uu.se
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Conferences and Meetings

c o n f e r e n c e  r e p o r t s

Knowledge, Freedom and Development.
40th Anniversary Conference of the
Nordic Africa Institute
1–3 September 2002, Uppsala, Sweden

“On 1 September 1962, a young Swedish associ-
ate professor of ethnography moved into small
and modest office facilities in the heart of aca-
demic Uppsala with a small sum of money and
a mandate to start an institute for promoting
African studies in the Nordic countries. A part-
time librarian, a secretary and a janitor were
recruited. This was the humble beginning”,
recalls Thomas Ridaeus. He joined the then
Scandinavian Institute of African Studies in
1966 and is together with Karl-Eric Ericson (the
Institute’s Deputy Director and Head of Publi-
cations, who has been employed since 1968)
currently the longest serving staff member of
what is now the Nordic Africa Institute.

To commemorate the historic moment and
to honour at least some of those who have
contributed since then to the institution’s devel-
opment and reputation, an international confer-
ence was organised as an opportune event to
acknowledge and celebrate the achievements
during the past 40 years. Prominent scholars,
who in one way or another had links with the
Institute in the past, were invited to participate
together with a number of personalities who,

over the years, have rendered the Institute ex-
traordinary services.

The Conference theme was inspired by the
works of the Nobel laureate Amartya Sen. In the
introduction to his collection of lectures on
‘Development as Freedom’, he concludes that:
“Freedoms are not only the primary ends of
development, they are also among its principal
means”. He points out that freedoms of differ-
ent kinds are linked with one another. They
include political freedoms, social opportunities,
and access to economic resources. Knowledge in
different forms is an ingredient of a notion of
development based on freedoms.

The Nordic Africa Institute—in pursuance
of its African studies on contemporary issues—
is at times confronted with the situation that
political regimes in African societies do not
recognise such contributing factors or even deny
them. Instead, all too often the political envi-
ronment has militated against freedom of
thought and expression. Various ways and forms
of knowledge production and capacity building
in different spheres of society were therefore
chosen to be the particular focus of this Confer-
ence, bearing in mind that the Institute as an
institution is involved in knowledge production
too. Knowledge needs the freedom to be articu-
lated, disseminated, applied and utilised, in the
intellectual arena as well as in the wider social
sphere. The freedom of thought, the liberty of
speech, as well as other related civil rights, are
necessary dimensions of development of socie-
ties all over the world.

The Conference brought together scholars
from African and Nordic countries to investi-
gate the links between knowledge, freedom and
development in the context of African societies
with the aim of explorig to what extent the
notions are related and relevant for social trans-
formation. The general theme deliberately of-
fered space for differing views and aspects. Each
of the five sessions had an African presenter and
two discussants from Nordic countries. It
brought together remarkably gender balanced
regional, as well as disciplinary, dimensions from
a diversity of African and Nordic perspectives,

Professor Penina
Mlama—previously
head of the Depart-
ment of Performing
Arts, University of Dar
es Salaam, and cur-
rently Executive Direc-
tor of Forum for Afri-
can Women Educa-
tionalists (FAWE) in Nai-
robi—was one of the
plenary speakers.
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Urban Governance, Gender and Markets
8–12 September 2002, Bamako, Mali

Under the auspices of the research programme
‘Cities, Governance and Civil Society in Africa’,
The Nordic Africa Institute held a three-day
workshop in Bamako, Mali, 8–12 September
2002. More than 20 researchers from Africa and
the Nordic countries discussed 14 original stud-
ies specially prepared for the workshop. They all
dealt with a number of central features of gender
and governance in relation to provisioning and
the use of space in African cities today.

The major sources of provisioning for urban
households are still markets and street vendors.

Market fees, licences and taxes are important
sources of finance for local governments. Yet,
relations between the agents of city govern-
ments and traders are often antagonistic; public
places becoming contested sites of interaction.
What from the perspective of city agents are
matters of law and order, hygiene and health,
are by the street vendors and market traders
experienced as coercion and harassment.

Both urban governance and urban markets,
and the relationship between the two have im-
portant gender dimensions. In most African
cities, the retail distribution system of markets
and street vending is female dominated, while
government and business bureaucracies are over-

hence offering a multi-faceted picture. As a
result, participants felt that there was ample
food for thought on each of the topics discussed.

Penina Mlama (Nairobi) presented a case
study on the dynamics at the grassroots in a
Tanzanian school project at district level, dis-
cussed by Helge Rønning (Oslo) and Kirsten
Holst Petersen (Roskilde). Tade Akin Aina
(Nairobi) dealt with dilemmas of democratic
development in Africa, with comments by Björn
Beckman (Stockholm) and Jonathan Baker
(Kristiansand). Fatou Sow (Dakar and Paris)
highlighted the challenges of the main theme
for African women, with Anita Jacobson-
Widding and Eva Evers Rosander (both
Uppsala) as discussants. Abdel Ghaffar Ahmed
(Addis Ababa) explored the potential relevance
of indigenous knowledge for the 21st century,
with Gudrun Dahl (Stockholm) and Marja-

Liisa Swantz (Helsinki) commenting. Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf (Abidjan) investigated the causes
of Africa’s development failures, with additional
reflections by Peter Wallensteen (Uppsala) and
Arne Tostensen (Bergen). In conclusion,
Bernard Magubane (Pretoria) offered a com-
mentary on the deliberations during the five
preceding sessions, each one chaired by one of
the directors or acting directors in the history of
the Institute so far.

A buffet reception preceded the closed semi-
nar with some 40 external participants and many
staff members. The Conference was followed by
a public panel debate, where the African pre-
senters offered short summaries of their confer-
ence lectures. The debate was chaired by Profes-
sor emeritus Carl Gösta Widstrand, Ottawa,
director of the Institute 1962–1984. With over a
hundred local participants the public event was
well attended. The highlight among the events
was without doubt the 40th Anniversary Cel-
ebration Banquet in one of Uppsala’s student
nation houses. In a series of reminiscences and
anecdotes shared between the generations of
‘makers and shakers’ of the Institute and the
other participants, the history of the Nordic
Africa Institute came to life with a human face.
This also made the participants aware, that the
celebrations came at maybe the last possible
time to bring together the comprehensive rich-
ness of the collective and individual memory of
the institution from its humble beginnings until
today.

Henning Melber
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Prof. emeritus Carl Gösta Widstrand, the first director of the In-
stitute, and Annika Magnusson, member of the Programme and
Research Council, at the anniversary banquet.
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whelmingly male. One interesting question is
how this gendering of urban economic relations
affects patterns of cooperation and conflict be-
tween city authorities and traders.

The informalisation of the economies of
Africa’s rapidly growing cities raises critical ques-
tions about urban governance, patterns of
provisioning and gender dynamics. Local and
national authorities may have ambitious poli-
cies for the control of urban space, but lack
financial resources and staff for their implemen-
tation, and also for providing services to city
enterprises and households. The creation of
decentralized, elected municipal councils is a
fairly recent phenomenon in most countries. In
many cases, however, urban residents, including
traders, continue to see authorities as repressive
rather than institutions of public service.

Because of job retrenchment and transfor-
mations of formal economies along neo-liberal
lines, urban households and their members are
experiencing increasing difficulties to make a
living. Much scholarship on the urban informal
economy from the 1970s and 1980s noted that
there were more low-income urban women

than men in urban retail trade. When adult men
and women and youths are all looking for work,
has the way market niches are gendered
changed, and what kind of new constellations
or relations between men and women traders
are emerging?

The studies presented were grouped into the
following thematic sections: 1) Contestations of
urban space; 2) Feeding the cities; and 3) Gen-
der relations and governance. Cities from both
North, East, South and West Africa were rep-
resented in the cases under study. Discussions
were very lively, and it was proposed that revised
versions of the studies would be published as
Research Reports from the Nordic Africa Insti-
tute.

The organising committee consisted of
Assitan Diallo, Bamako, Karen Tranberg Han-
sen, Evanston/Copenhagen and Ingrid And-
ersson and Mariken Vaa of the Nordic Africa
Institute in Uppsala. Eva Evers Rosander,
Uppsala, served as a resource person for the
committee and participated in the workshop as
a discussant.

Mariken Vaa

Under the title of ‘Southern Africa—a Region in
Crisis of Alternative Solutions’ NGOs from
Southern Africa and Europe gathered in Co-
penhagen on the eve of the SADC–EU ministerial
meeting in Maputo, Mozambique on 7–8 No-
vember 2002. This conference was interlinked
with a smaller civil society conference held in
Maputo before and during the ministerial meet-
ing.

The overall theme of the conference was
‘Social and Economic Rights in EU–SADC Coop-
eration’ and the oganisers aimed at specifying
recommendations for future EU–SADC collabo-
ration that would be presented at the ministerial
level. These recommendations were to reflect
the views of six workshops on: debt and repara-
tions, privatisation, trade and agriculture, de-
mocracy and human rights, workers rights and
the labour market, and the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
The general views of the participants were, how-
ever, discussed in plenary sessions at which the

EU–SADC Civil Society Conference
3-5 November 2002, Copenhagen, Denmark

African initiative of NEPAD created much debate.
The general position towards the NEPAD

proposal was on the one hand supportive for
such regional collaboration, but on the other
hand extremely sceptical towards “an elite driven
programme that draws upon the corporate forces
and institutional instruments of globalisation
rather than being based on African people’s
experiences, knowledge, and demands”. ‘Re-
gionalism’ seems to be one of the new catch-
words, and it is loaded with positive associa-
tions, mainly ‘regional unity’, when the focus is
on African regional unity (no one raised any
issues relating to the European outcomes of
similar collaboration). I find it important to
point out, that Southern African regional soli-
darity has already succeded in one regional aim:
the relocation of the ministerial meeting from
Copenhagen to Maputo so everyone could par-
ticipate.

I participated in the HIV/AIDS workshop.
Priscilla Misiharabwi, a Zimbabwean member
of parliament led the workshop—interesting in
the light of the ministerial meeting being relo-
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The sub-region of the Horn of Africa (HOA),
comprising Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea and
Djibouti, is suffering from chronic interstate
and intrastate wars, drought, famine, poverty,
environmental degradation, insecurity and in-
stability. The endemic wars and famine beset-
ting the region have given rise to a recent
upsurge of interest both internationally and
regionally to find common solutions to com-
mon problems. There is an increasing realisa-
tion of the need of creating some kind of inte-
gration among the states. However, while many
regions of the world are advancing towards
more integration, the HOA seems to be moving
towards disintegration.

Unlike a similar conference convened in
Lund, Sweden, in May 2002, which had a mod-
est ambition of cooperation between the HOA

states, the conference at Tampa was very ambi-
tious, aiming at a confederation of the HOA. The
conference, which was organised by the Univer-
sity of South Florida and concerned scholars
from the HOA based in the USA, set out to explore
the prospects for a Horn of Africa confedera-
tion. However, in its proceedings, the confer-
ence came to the understanding that the current
situation is far from conducive for the creation
of a confederation. The papers presented and
the participants at large came to the conclusion
that the idea of confederation in the current
situation is simply unrealistic.

To discuss and analyse the problems facing
the HOA three workshops were organised. These

International Conference on Prospects for
a Horn of Africa Confederation
14-15 November 2002, Tampa, Florida (USA)

were: Political and Social Issues; Economic
Issues; Health Issues. The political and social
issues workshop discussed the current political
situation in the region, and reached a consensus
regarding the inhospitable environment for the
creation of a confederation.

A variety of modalities and mechanisms,
concerning things that should be done before
we could entertain the idea of establishing a
confederation, were suggested at the confer-
ence. Tseggai Isaac, University of Missouri-
Rolla, proposed as a first step measure, the
exercising of the right to self-determination
where ethno-nationalist movements would be
able to determine their destiny before any kind
of viable and sustainable confederation could be
implemented. Dr. Abdi Kusow, a sociologist
from Oakland University, talked about the hori-
zontal and vertical social inequalities that clearly
work against the idea of confederation. He
argued that the inequality which exists in the
region should be tackled in a satisfactory and
acceptable manner as a prerequisite for a sus-
tainable confederation.

While Daniel D. Kendie, Henderson Uni-
versity, talked about the necessity of the “build-
ing of the common infrastructure to facilitate
communications and trade between these coun-
tries, so that on case-by-case basis cooperative
agreements can be negotiated”, Ephraim Isaac,
Princeton University, stressed the need for rec-
onciliation as a threshold for prospective con-
federation. The modalities suggested by Mesfin
Araya, City University of New York, were build-
ing blocks that should serve as a preamble.
These are: (i) democratisation of the region; (ii)
fostering coordination and institutional linkage

cated due to the ban on Zimbabwean ministers
entering Denmark—which was marked by a
division of the participants according to the
emphasis on treatment of people infected by HIV/
AIDS or on care of people affected by the pan-
demic. The well-established lobbying for im-
proved access to treatment, represented espe-
cially by the Danish Médecins sans Frontières,
had a profound influence on the discussions as
well as on the final recommendations. This
workshop made me aware of the need for the
proponents of creating awareness and making
resource allocations to those socially and eco-

nomically affected by the pandemic, especially
children and the elderly, to strengthen their
collaboration and lobbying.

Approximately 65 participants representing
34 organisations attended the conference. There
was certainly not an over-representation of the
Danish civil society—rather the opposite. For
those interested in reading the statement for-
mulated for presentation to the SADC–EU minis-
terial meeting, it can be downloaded at this
website: www.sydafrika.dk.

Catrine Christiansen
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of intra-regional civil society activities; (iii) ex-
panding and strengthening intra-regional trade.

The workshop on health issues, in discuss-
ing and analysing the consequences of war on
the health system, highlighted the synergy be-
tween war, conflict and the disintegration of
health systems. It was stressed that children and
women always pay a high price of war. Seen
from a health perspective, it was also stressed
that demobilised soldiers constitute a danger to
society, as they are often bearers of the HIV virus.
Overall, it was highlighted that wars have dire
consequences for the region’s health systems.

The workshop on economic issues touched
upon the economic problems and prospects for
confederation. Sisay Asefa, Western Michigan
University, for instance, noted “the Horn needs
to overcome internal structural changes to eco-
nomic development, integration, and stability
in order to have any chance to bring about
successful economic integration that may be of
mutual benefit to the people of the region”.
Indeed, the workshop came to the conclusion
that regional collaboration in many different
forms would enhance economic development.
It was also emphasised it could contribute to

agricultural development and enhanced food
security through promoting trade, better con-
trol of trans-boundary human and animal dis-
eases and crop pests, financial market integra-
tion, resolution of international water rights to
enable irrigation development, regional infra-
structure development especially roads and tel-
ecommunications, and more efficient technical
collaboration on research and early warning
systems.

In light of the urgent need to combat the
triple evils of the vicious cycle of poverty, vio-
lence and ill health, it was agreed that some kind
of cooperation was of utmost importance. Tak-
ing into consideration the hostile environment,
however, the idea of confederation was dropped.
Instead, step by step cooperation that leads to
confederation was recommended. Further rec-
ommendations were, among others: establish-
ing an Institute for Horn of Africa Studies;
building regional institutions (educational,
health, economic, etc.); democratisation of the
region; forming discussion forums; widening of
the member states to include Sudan, Kenya and
Uganda.

Redie Bereketeab

Ilda Lourenço-Lindell: Walking the Tight Rope. Informal Livelihoods and Social
Networks in a West African City. Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell International, 2002.
ISBN 91-22-01968-5

This book has received the award for Best doctoral thesis of 2001/02 in

Social Sciences at Stockholm University by the Högskoleföreningen. Ac-

cording to the jury, “The dissertation constitutes an important contribu-

tion to social science research and debate.” It analyses social processes of

‘informalization’ in Bissau, Guinea-Bissau, historically and in the context of

current global trends. It assesses how the informal income activities and

the social networks of the urban poor are faring in the context of structural adjustment. The study

challenges the neoliberal ‘social capital’ discourse and provides an alternative analytical framework.

Notions of ‘informality’ and ‘informal regulation’ are problematized and developed. Issues of urban food

security and gender equality are addressed.

The author is based at the Deparment of Human Geography, Stockholm Univerisity, Sweden, and

has been a member of the research network of the Nordic Africa Institute’s ‘Cities, Governance and Civil

Society in Africa’ research programme, which came to an end in December 2002. The book is available

at http://bookshop.blackwell.co.uk and http://www.adlibris.se.

Member of NAI network wins prize
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Study grants spring 2003
The purpose of these grants, aimed at students at
universities and colleges in the Nordic countries,
journalists and authors of textbooks, is to enable
the grant holders to use the library at the Nordic
Africa Institute for one month. For the spring of
2003, study grants have been awarded to 19
applicants, ten women and nine men. Of these,
eight come from Norway, seven from Finland,
three from Sweden, and one from Denmark.

African guest researchers 2003
The purpose of the programme is to establish
and maintain relations with universities and
research institutions in Africa and to provide
opportunities for its participants to pursue their
own research projects and to utilise the library
of the Institute. The following persons have
received grants for 2003:
Professor Amina Haraj-Touzani, professor of

communication at l’Ecole Doctorale de
Gestion, Faculté des Sciences Juridiques,
Economiques et Sociales de Rabat, Morocco.
The title of her current research project is
‘Culture and Cultural Policy in Morocco’.

Dr. Jibrin Ibrahim, programme director, Inter-
national Human Rights Law Group, Abuja,
Nigeria. The title of his current research
project is ‘Conflict-generating Mechanisms
among Ethno-religious Majorities/Minori-
ties in Northern Nigeria’ (in cooperation
with Dr. Kazah-Toure).

Dr. Toure Kazah-Toure, researcher at Depart-
ment of History, Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, Nigeria. The title of his current re-
search project is ‘Conflict-generating Mecha-
nisms among Ethno-religious Majorities/
Minorities in Northern Nigeria’ (in coopera-
tion with Dr. Ibrahim).

Dr. Wumi Raji, researcher and senior lecturer at
Department of Modern European Lan-
guages, University of Ilorin, Nigeria. The
title of his current research project is ‘Exile
and Migration in African Literary Imagina-
tion’.

Dr. Kopano Ratele, researcher and senior lec-
turer at Psychology Department, University
of the Western Cape, Bellville, South Africa.
The title of his current research project is
‘Sexualisation and Identity Making: A Com-
parative Study of South Africa, Kenya, and
Ghana’.

Nordic guest researchers spring 2003
The purpose of the programme is to establish
and maintain relations with universities and
research institutions in the Nordic countries and
to provide opportunities for its participants to
pursue their own research projects and to utilise
the library of the Institute. The following per-
sons have received grants for the spring of 2003:
Dr. Maria Eriksson Baaz, researcher at Depart-

ment of Peace and Development Research,
Göteborg University, Sweden. The title of
her current research project is ‘Identity and
Livelihood Strategies in a Globalized World:
A Study of Transnational Relations in the
Congolese Diaspora and their Manifesta-
tions in Congo and Sweden’.

Professor Carl-Erik Schulz, professor at Depart-
ment of Economics and Management, Uni-
versity of Tromsø, Norway. The title of his
current research project is ‘Regime Change,
Globalisation and Public Policy-making in
the “New” South Africa: Neo-apartheid or
Emancipation at Last?’.

Awarded Scholarships

Travel grants awarded 2002
The purpose of the travel grant programme,
aimed at researchers associated with Nordic
universities, colleges and other Nordic research
institutions, is to provide opportunities for re-
searchers in the Nordic countries to conduct
fieldwork in Africa. For 2002, travel grants have
been awarded to 40 persons, 26 women and 14
men. Of these, 13 come from Norway, 12 from
Sweden, eight from Denmark, and seven from
Finland.

s c h o l a r s h i p s

Names of those awarded travel and study grants are
available on the Institute’s website, www.nai.uu.se,
as well as detailed information on the various schol-
arship programmes.



The past
Is but the cinders
Of the present;

The future
The smoke

That escaped
Into the cloud-bound sky.

Be gentle, be kind my beloved
Tor words become memories,

And memories tools
In the hands of jesters.

When wise men become silent,
It is because they have read

The palms of Christ
In the face of the Buddha.

Extract from

‘The Search’ by Kwesi Brew

‘The Search’ is included in The Shadows
of Laughter (London: Longmans, Green
and Co., 1968). Kwesi Brew (born in
1928) is a Ghanaian poet and diplomat.
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