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Introduction

The Nordic Africa Institute’s library currently has more than 1500 periodical 
publications, of which approximately 400 are active. All periodicals focus on 
Africa, primarily within the subject areas of social sciences, politics, develop-
ment issues and humanities. The library’s website has a current alphabetical list 
of all periodicals.
The periodicals collection consists of newspapers, journals, regular report series 
and yearbooks in both printed and electronic format, all of which are searchable 
in the library catalogue AfricaLit. In AfricaLit’s article catalogue you can also find 
more than 7 000 selected articles and special issues from important scientific 
periodicals, primarily from the years 1990–2000, plus a small number for 2001 
and onwards. Remote users can order copies of articles on a special order form 
and have them sent by post. There is a big range of electronic periodicals in full 
text in various databases, which are wholly or partly focused on Africa, and they 
are available via the Nordic Africa Institute’s website under the heading Elec-
tronic Periodicals and Articles.
The Nordic Africa Institute’s periodicals collection, which has been built up 
since the early 1960s, is a unique resource for research into Africa’s political 
development and history. The collection consists of both well-established west-
ern academic periodicals and academic periodicals published in Africa. During 
the last decade, development within periodicals publishing has been very rapid, 
and a ‘periodicals collection’ is today not the same thing as just a few years ago. 
Today, the concept of a ‘periodicals collection’ stretches far beyond the limits of 
the individual library. The number of so-called open access periodicals, i.e. peri-
odicals that are freely available on the Internet, is increasing continuously. Many 
organisations that previously published printed publications now choose to 
publish their periodicals and newsletters in electronic format on their websites, 
and to send them out by email. It is important to select and make these visible 
as well. Selected report series published in full text by mainly Nordic institutions 
and organisations can be searched and downloaded from E-AfricaLit.

In this chapter, I have chosen to present a selection of periodicals that I would 
like to highlight. I have also selected periodicals within specific areas, which are 
currently particularly relevant within Africa research. The majority of these are 
available from the Nordic Africa Institute’s library. The periodicals that are freely 
available on the Internet are marked ‘(OA)’.

http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/journals/printed_journals_and_arti/index.xml?Language=en&Language=sv&
http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/journals/printed_journals_and_arti/index.xml?Language=en&Language=sv&
http://africalit.nai.uu.se/F/Q56GIVI9CE7YK25CJP4GUA6YUKT15GFXVPTH15A6S5EYPIRNHV-00377?func=find-word&scan_code=WUP&rec_number=000491256&scan_word=dagstid
http://africalit.nai.uu.se/F/-/?func=file&file_name=find-b&local_base=artiklar
http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/journals/africa_specific_ejournals/index.xml?Language=en&
http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/journals/africa_specific_ejournals/index.xml?Language=en&
http://africalit.nai.uu.se/F/-/?func=file&file_name=find-b&local_base=e-africalit
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News services

Newspapers

Today, it is no longer enough for news dissemination to be current for the day; 
instead, as soon as an item of news occurs it must be available ‘here and now’. Be-
cause of this, the value of printed newspapers has fallen and been replaced by news 
reporting on the Internet. However, if it should be necessary to find information 
about the newspapers being published in a specific African country, you can find 
the most important national newspapers with address and contact information in 
the handbooks Africa South of Sahara and Middle East and North Africa.

There is a large range of free African newspapers and other news reporting 
in full text from most African countries. Links to African newspapers can be 
found in A Guide to Africa on the Internet under the heading ‘News and Media’ 
under each country/region and among the subject links. Another compilation 
of African electronic newspapers is Electronic Newspapers of Africa, at Columbia 
University Libraries

A newspaper that can be warmly recommended and that is of a high standard 
is Mail & Guardian online (OA), published in South Africa. Their news cover-
age does not only cover southern Africa, but the entire African continent.

Another important news channel is IRIN – Integrated Regional Information 
Network, Humanitarian News and Analysis (OA), which is published by the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. IRIN monitors the entire 
African continent and publish daily reports and news with analysis from all re-
gions and countries in Africa. There are weekly summaries about urgent subject 
areas, such as conflicts, which are described in more detailed reports with links. 
You can subscribe to IRIN via email free of charge.

Periodicals

When it comes to periodicals with news coverage, Africa Confidential has held 
a singular position over the last 50 years, and has reported news about develop-
ments within politics, economics and security issues from the entirety of the 
African continent. They also identify and illuminate upcoming issues and trends 
within politics, often before they are noticed by other media.

Africa Research Bulletin, which consists of two subsidiary series, Economic, 
Financial and Technical Series and Political, Social and Cultural Series, have re-
ported on developments within politics, economy, infrastructure, security, social 
development, culture and international relations since 1964. Each yearly edition 
has a register, which means that the entire yearly edition is also useful as a refer-
ence book. Africa-Asia Confidential is a periodical that started in 2007, and it 
focuses on relations between Asia and Africa, and Asia’s growing influence over 
politics and economy on the African continent.

New Africa Analysis is an independent news magazine that monitors all im-
portant events on the African continent.

http://www.taylorandfrancis.com/books/details/9781857435641/
http://www.taylorandfrancis.com/books/details/9781857435689/
http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/guidetoafrica/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/africa/cuvl/newspapers.html
http://www.mg.co.za/
http://www.irinnews.org/irin-africa.aspx
http://www.irinnews.org/irin-africa.aspx
http://www.africa-confidential.com/news
http://www.wiley.com/bw/journal.asp?ref=0001-9852&site=1
http://www.wiley.com/bw/journal.asp?ref=0001-9852&site=1
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1467-825X
http://www.africa-asia-confidential.com/news
http://newafricaanalysis.co.uk
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Indian Ocean Newsletter was founded in 1984 and reports political and eco-
nomic news from the Horn of Africa, eastern Africa, parts of southern Africa 
and the islands in the Indian Ocean.

In French, there is Jeune Afrique: Hebdomadaire International Independént, 
which covers all of Africa, although the emphasis is on the French-speaking 
countries. Of the bigger news magazines published in London, two should be 
mentioned: New African and Focus on Africa: BBC Magazine

Development and aid issues

Among the leading international periodicals focusing on development and aid 
issues, the following, which provide continuous and solid monitoring of the 
African continent, can be recommended:
Development and Change,
Development in Practice, which concentrates on analysis of practical implementation 
of research within development issues and humanitarian areas.
European Journal of Development Research, which often publishes special issues 
within areas of current interest.
Forum for Development Studies: the Nordic journal for development research. 
Journal of International Development.
World Development: the Multi-Disciplinary International Journal Devoted to the 
Study and Promotion to World Development.

The above periodicals are all very broad and multidisciplinary within politics, 
economy, sociology and anthropology. They focus on living conditions, the fight 
against poverty, environmental issues, indebtedness, equality, ethnic discrimina-
tion, conflicts, and so on.

When it comes to Africa-specific periodicals, the following can be recommended.
Africanus: This is a journal of development studies that brings up development 
issues in the third world and in particular South Africa.
African Development Review, which is published on behalf of the African Devel-
opment Bank. It is aimed at scrutinising and analysing development policy in 
Africa, and focuses on the policy relevance of research results.
Development Southern Africa: journal of the Development Bank Southern Africa.

Political and economic development

The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) holds a special position as one of the 
world’s best providers of in-depth articles and analysis of the political and eco-
nomic situation in all the countries in the world. Their target groups are prima-
rily researchers, decision-makers and the world of commerce.

http://www.africaintelligence.com/ION/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/
http://www.africasia.com/newafrican/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/focusonafricamagazine/
http://www.wiley.com/bw/journal.asp?ref=0012-155X
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/09614524.asp
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/ejdr/index.html
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/sfds
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1099-1328
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/0305750X
http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=20113
http://www.wiley.com/bw/journal.asp?ref=1017-6772
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t713413745
http://eiu.com
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Their Country Reports are published quarterly or monthly, with reports from 
every African country. The Reports describe the political and economic situ-
ation during the latest quarter. They provide economic statistics for imports, 
exports, inflation, prices, foreign investments, etc. and forecasts of important 
political and economic changes during the next two years. As a complement 
or alternative to the Country Reports, ViewsWire – Africa / Middle East, can be 
recommended, providing daily analysis and forecasts from the entire African 
continent.

Another periodical focusing on the economy is African Business, which is 
published monthly and monitors the latest developments within economy, busi-
ness and industry. Marchés Tropicaux et Mediterranéens concentrates mainly on 
French-speaking Africa, and also publishes in-depth Dossiers within various sub-
ject areas of current interest or country analyses.

Human rights

African Human Rights Law Journal (OA) is published by the Centre for Human 
Rights, University of Pretoria, and focuses on human rights and related subject 
areas within the entire African continent.
The International Journal of Transitional Justice is an academic periodical that 
publishes articles focusing on countries that are in a transitional process towards 
democracy after conflicts or genocide. Subjects dealt with are truth commission, 
reconciliation processes, democratisation process, witnessing and readjustment.
Human Rights Watch – Reports (OA) publishes approximately 100 reports annu-
ally on crimes against human rights in around 90 countries, among them coun-
tries in Africa. The reports can be downloaded free of charge in their entirety 
from Human Rights Watch’s website.

Academic journals

The highest ranking and internationally recognised Africa-specific journals are 
mainly published in Europe, South Africa and USA. In terms of indexed articles 
in western international periodicals, African researchers are extremely poorly 
represented, and amount to only 0.7% (Ngobeni 2010:187).

The well-known author Chinua Achebe disliked that the market was domi-
nated by foreign publishers, and stated the following:  “We have got to the point 
where our literature must grow out of the social dynamics of Africa …” “Writ-
ers, especially established writers, have a responsibility to support an indigenous 
publisher who displays the necessary qualities of intellect, creativity and organi-
zation ...” (Ngobeni 2010:54).

Many less well-known academic journals that were or are published at African 
universities are often of high quality, and should definitely not be underrated, 

http://viewswire.eiu.com/index.asp?layout=VWRegionVW3&region_id=430000443
http://www.africasia.com/africanbusiness/
http://www.mtm-news.com/homepub
http://www.mtm-news.com/dossiers
http://www.chr.up.ac.za/index.php/ahrlj-downloads.html
http://ijtj.oxfordjournals.org/
http://www.hrw.org/en/publications/reports
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as they reflect the research that is being carried out on the African continent. 
However, for decades, the academic journals published in Africa have been wres-
tling with great difficulties, such as lack of money and resources, and in some 
countries lack of academic freedom. Likewise, marketing of these journals has 
been non-existent. They therefore remained invisible and impossible to find for 
anyone interested. This resulted in irregular publishing, and despite great will-
ingness, publishing usually ceased after a couple of issues.

Since around year 2000, new technology has entailed a great turn-around, 
and successful initiatives to promote and make visible academic journals pub-
lished in Africa have been made. One of the most successful initiatives is African 
Journals OnLine (AJOL), which, with the help of development support, was 
established in 1998 by INASP (International Network for the Availability of 
Scientific Publications). During the last decade, AJOL has constantly grown and 
today contains around 400 quality-controlled periodicals from 29 countries, 
and the number of periodicals is growing steadily. AJOL gives access to more 
than 40 000 searchable table of contents with abstracts.  After having set up an 
account, it is possible to download articles direct in pdf form against payment. 
However, 100 periodicals in AJOL are freely available open access periodicals.

Another project is African E-journals Project (OA) at Michigan State Univer-
sity, African Studies Centre. The database consists of a full text archive, with 11 
academic journals published in Africa. There is also African Journals Directory, 
which is a list of more than 1 900 periodicals about Africa with links to search-
able lists of contents, abstracts and sometimes articles in full text.

Sabinet in South Africa, which has for many years been working to make elec-
tronic resources available to libraries in southern Africa, provides the database 
Sabinet – Open Access Journals Collection. It is still under construction, and cur-
rently the database contains around 50 titles. IlissAfrica is a German portal with 
electronic resources focused on Africa south of the Sahara. It includes Electronic 
Journals Library, which is an A-Z list with 610 electronic academic periodicals, 
of which many are freely available.

Another important database with periodicals in full text freely available on 
the Internet is DOAJ – Directory of Open Access Journals. The database has a 
considerable number of periodicals focused on Africa, and it is possible to search 
DOAJ at article level.

Among the multi-disciplinary periodicals of high academic status, the following 
can be recommended:
Africa: Journal of the International African Institute focusing on humanities, so-
cial sciences and environment.
Africa Development / Afrique et Développement, which is a bilingual periodical 
focusing on social sciences. (OA)
Africa Today is one of the leading periodicals within politics, economics and 
social sciences.

http://ajol.info/
http://ajol.info/
http://africa.isp.msu.edu/AEJP/
http://digital.lib.msu.edu/projects/africanjournals/index.cfm
http://africa.isp.msu.edu/AEJP/directory.php
http://www.sabinet.co.za/?page=open-access-journals
http://www.ilissafrica.de/en/
http://www.ilissafrica.de/en/ezb/ezb.html
http://www.ilissafrica.de/en/ezb/ezb.html
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.internationalafricaninstitute.org/journal.html
http://www.wiley.com/bw/journal.asp?ref=1017-6772
http://www.codesria.org/spip.php?rubrique39&lang=fr
http://inscribe.iupress.org/loi/aft
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African Affairs, which is published on behalf of Royal African Society, publishes 
articles about the latest political, social and economic development in countries 
south of the Sahara.
African Studies Quarterly (OA). This is published only in full text with articles 
about social sciences, politics and history.
Eastern Africa Social Science Research Review. Regional forum with reflective and 
reasoning analysis within economics, politics, social sciences and development.
Journal of Modern African Studies with emphasis on current issues within poli-
tics, economy, society and international relations.
Journal of North African Studies with focus on the countries north of the Sahara, 
brings up subjects such as history, sociology, anthropology and economics.
Journal of Southern African Studies publishes articles about current issues within 
social sciences and humanities in the countries in southern Africa.
Politikon: South African journal of political studies, focuses mainly on South 
African politics since the transfer from apartheid to democracy, women and 
politics, questions of identity and much more.
Review of African Political Economy (ROAPE) provides radical analysis of trends, 
current issues and social processes in Africa.

Among the more subject-specific periodicals, the following can be recommend-
ed:
African Identities. Journal of economics, culture and society.
African Journal of Aids Research  the purpose of which is to contribute to the 
understanding of the social consequences of HIV/AIDS in Africa. It publishes 
articles within sociology, demography, epidemiology, social geography, econom-
ics, psychology, anthropology, philosophy, education and social work.
African Journal on Conflict Resolution. Focuses on conflict handling. (OA)
African Population Studies. Freely available periodical focusing on population 
studies. (OA)
African Security. New periodical focusing on conflicts and security issues within 
and between countries on the African continent.
African Security Review. Published by the Institute for Security Studies in South 
Africa. It contains articles about human security in a very broad perspective, 
such as criminality, justice and corruption, weapons control, peace initiatives 
and conflict handling.
Gender and Behaviour, published by the Department of Psychology, Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. It focuses on gender issues from a psycho-
logical and behavioural science point of view.
Journal of African Cinemas. Completely new periodical focusing on African 
film.
Journal of African Cultural Studies is a forum for African culture both within and 
outside Africa
Journal of African History publishes articles covering everything from the Stone 

http://afraf.oxfordjournals.org/
http://www.africa.ufl.edu/asq/
http://ajol.info/index.php/eassrr/index
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=MOA
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13629387.asp
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/carfax/03057070.html
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/02589346.asp
http://www.roape.org
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/14725843.asp
http://www.nisc.co.za/journals?id=1
http://www.accord.org.za/publications/ajcr.html
http://www.uaps-uepa.org/aps.php
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/19392206.asp
http://www.iss.co.za/pgcontent.php?UID=61
http://ajol.info/index.php/gab/index
http://www.intellectbooks.co.uk/journals/view-journal,id=158/
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/cjac
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=AFH
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Age up to our own time. In recent years, greater focus has been paid to economic, 
cultural and social history, and subject areas such as gender roles, demography, 
health, propaganda, labour history and similar have been highlighted.
Journal of African Law. The leading periodical within its area, focusing on Africa 
south of the Sahara. The periodical has a separate section that deals with new 
legislation, case studies, proposals for new laws and the latest international de-
velopments that affect Africa.
Journal of Social Aspects of HIV/Aids, S.A.H.A.R.A. (OA)
Nordic Journal of African Studies. Publishes mainly articles about African linguis-
tics, literature and culture. (OA)
Research in African Literatures. The leading periodical within African literature.

Older newspapers and periodicals on microfilm,  
in digital or printed form

That which is news today becomes an important source of information in the 
longer term in research into the history of modern Africa. The sources that his-
torians have at their disposal are often limited, because archives with important 
documentation are not available for various reasons. This is often due to a lack of 
any archive to take care of documentation, such as official documents, to them 
being destroyed in wars or being subjected to moisture and insect infestation, 
and therefore being in very poor condition.

This means that non-academic sources, such as old newspapers, news maga-
zines and old news broadcasts on the radio with eyewitness reports and inter-
views are very valuable materials (Ellis, 2002). However, one must be careful and 
assess the reliability of this type of material very carefully, as many newspapers 
have been the mouthpieces of regimes that limit the freedom of speech.
The Nordic Africa Institute has a collection consisting of around 90 old newspa-
pers, which can be searched in AfricaLit. The collection consists of newspapers 
that are unique, that is to say they only exist at the Nordic Africa Institute, and 
nor are they available on microfilm from the project below, for example.
CAMP – Cooperative Africana Microfilm Project at the Centre for Research Li-
braries in Chicago is a world-wide collaborative project the aim of which is to 
collect and microfilm unique material. An important part of the project since 
its start in 1963 has been to collect and microfilm African daily newspapers. 
Microfilmed African newspapers can be searched for in AFRINUL – African 
Newspaper Union List. There is also a current list of all of CAMP’s microfilmed 
titles. As a member of CAMP, the Nordic Africa Institute’s library can order in 
microfilmed African newspapers via remove lending for research purposes.
Another example of a successful project is The DISA Project – Digital Imaging 
Project of South Africa – which is a national project  the purpose of which is to 
collect and make available South African material documenting the liberation 

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=JAL
http://www.sahara.org.za/component/docman/cat_view/68-journal-issues.html
http://www.njas.helsinki.fi/
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/research_in_african_literatures/
http://africalit.nai.uu.se/F/Q56GIVI9CE7YK25CJP4GUA6YUKT15GFXVPTH15A6S5EYPIRNHV-00377?func=find-word&scan_code=WUP&rec_number=000491256&scan_word=dagstid
http://www.crl.edu/area-studies/camp
http://www.crl.edu/grn/afrinul/search
http://www.crl.edu/grn/afrinul/search
http://www.crl.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/pages/campnewspapers.pdf
http://www.crl.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/pages/campnewspapers.pdf
http://www.disa.ukzn.ac.za/
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and anti-apartheid movements during the period from 1950 up until the first 
free election in 1994. The main part of the documentation in DISA was ille-
gal during the apartheid period. For this reason, periodicals and booklets from 
many libraries around the world have been collected, among them items from 
the Nordic Africa Institute’s library. 56 periodicals have been digitalized and been 
made available on the Internet.

Summary of World Broadcasts (BBC) – SWB, Middle East and Africa and 
Latin America contains summaries of BBC’s foreign radio broadcasts during the 
years 1939–1997.They have been compiled by the Monitoring Service of the 
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). The Nordic Africa Institute has SWB 
for the period 1964–1997, and they can be ordered up and used in the library’s 
reading room.
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