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A man walking along oil pipelines belonging
to Italian oil company Agip in Obrikom, Nigeria.
Global demand for Africa’s energy and natural
resources has increased dramatically, permitting
many countries to start diversifying their economies
for the first time in decades and to invest in the
strategic infrastructure necessary for raising
productivity and growth.
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Introduction / Carin Norberg

Continent of complexity
In 2010, almost one-third of Africa’s 53 countries cele-

brated 50 years of independence. This milestone is certainly cause for reflection, on the past as well as the future.
While much of the continent is experiencing a remarkable
economic and political renaissance, one thing is clear – the
image of Africa is as multifaceted as ever.
When African leaders met for the World Economic Forum
in Cape Town in June 2010, they took a relatively optimistic
view of both the short-term economic outlook for Africa and
its long-term development needs. However, in terms of hu
man rights and democracy many signs point in the opposite
direction. According to the Mo Ibrahim Index 2010, political
rights were being undermined and the security situation
had worsened in Africa. The report indicates that 35 states
have declined in the Safety and Rule of Law category in
the past five years, while 30 have slipped in Participation
and Human Rights performance.
The story of development in Africa
greatly depends on the perspective of the observer. While
Africa certainly is not a “hopeless continent” (as it was
once described by The Economist), it will face great challenges
in its attempts to sustain economic and political momentum.
The new African miracle cannot be attributed to a single fac
tor, but is the result of a combination of internal and exter
nal considerations, writes NAI research director Fantu Cheru
in this Annual Report.
The dynamic and complex development of Africa is at the
very core of our work here at the Nordic Africa Institute.
The will to explore and study the underlying cultural, poli
tical and economic factors is what drives our research forward. Another equally important task is making our research
easily available to our academic colleagues, decisionmakers,
journalists and the public.
Miracle or Mirage?

new Africa Now Series with Zed Books in London. The book
The Rise of China and India in Africa is edited by Professor
Fantu Cheru and NAI senior researcher Dr Cyril Obi. One of
its main themes is the apparent lack of African strategy to
deal with emerging superpowers such as China and India,
which are flocking to the continent in search of oil, land
and other raw materials.
Africa’s informal workers are at the heart of our second
book in the Africa Now series, Africa’s Informal Workers:
Collective Agency, Alliances and Transnational Organizing
in Urban Africa, edited by NAI researcher Dr Ilda Lindell.
The book shows that the decline in formal employment
opportunities has led to a dramatic increase in self-employ
ment in most African cities. At the same time, informal econo
mies have tended to become more deeply enmeshed in international commodity circuits. These trends have led to new
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In March 2010, the Institute launched its first volume of the

opportunities for some groups, but increased vulnerability
for many.
The heterogeneity of Africa was also a topic of debate
ahead of the 2010 Göteborg Book Fair, where NAI played a
key role in organizing the Africa theme. Literature from all
corners of the continent, each with a unique historical and
cultural background, cannot be presented as “one”, some
critics argued.
In my opinion the cultural diversity was part of the beauty
of the event. The great variety of writers and presentations
provided visitors with innumerable images of Africa and a
unique opportunity for each individual to explore the cultu
ral richness of the continent. For the story of Africa has not
one strand, but many.

Carin Norberg
Director of the Nordic Africa Institute
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Globalization is rapidly changing the political, economic and social
character of African societies. Drawing on different disciplines in the
social sciences the cluster on Globalization, Trade and Regional
Integration aims to take a broad view of these processes.
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Global ization / fantu cheru

Professor Fantu Cheru
is research director
of the Nordic Africa Institute.

The Dawn of an
– or Another Mirage?
Once called the “hopeless continent”, Africa has become one of the world’s
fastest growing economies. Now the challenge is to keep up the momentum. Can
African nations push forward with the growth and democratization agenda?
The dramatic rise of China and India as emerging new pow

ers in the world economy has dominated much of the news
coverage in the past two years. Unfortunately, this singular
focus has overshadowed an equally newsworthy subject,
the spectacular economic and political renaissance of the
African continent. Once decribed as the “hopeless continent”
by The Economist, Africa is now attracting the attention of
both the newly emerging Southern powers and the traditio
nal Western trading partners. This rapid economic transformation has been aided by the significant progress in governance reform and a reduction in armed conflicts. Peace has
brought with it the opportunity for development and democratization is gaining momentum. Moreover, rising commodity prices, increased investment in vital infrastructure by
China and India and access to information by ordinary citizens thanks to the mobile phone revolution, have opened
up new opportunities for rural producers to increase production and market their goods at the local and international levels. This domestic dynamism has in turn contributed
6

to significant growth in the number of Africans who view
themselves as middle class. With increased opportunities
for employment and rising income, large numbers of Africans have become the new consumers, further spurring on
the domestic economy.
Increased global demand

The new African miracle cannot be attributed to a single
factor but is the result of a combination of internal and exter
nal considerations. Global demand for Africa’s energy and
natural resources has increased dramatically, thus permitting many countries to start diversifying their economies for
the first time in decades and to invest in the strategic infra
structure necessary for raising productivity and growth.
Many African governments have put in place appropriate
macroeconomic, structural and social policies, which have
contributed to improved GDP growth rates. Significant efforts
are being made by African governments to reverse the productivity decline in agriculture by instituting enabling po-
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African Century
A new African dawn? The sun rising over a desert tree in Naukluft Park, Namibia.

licies and investing in vital infrastructure. A similar effort is
being made to reverse the decline in higher education and
to expand access to basic education.
Apart from the policy dimension, one of the most signifi
cant reasons for Africa’s renewal has been the emergence of
an internet- and mobile phone-savvy citizenry, empowered
by increased access to information about their own country
and the world beyond, and ready to challenge or bypass stif
ling institutional barriers, formal and informal, to their eco
nomic success. With their ‘can do’ attitude, a new generation
of Africans is transforming social and political relationships
in a manner not seen before. The flag bearers of this new re
naissance are to be found in the private sector, the informal
economy, African diaspora organizations and social move
ments based in the church, human rights organizations,
women’s movements and local government. These groups
are united behind one thing: how to dismantle the “disabling state” and replace it with a state which is not only protector and supporter, but also enabler and liberator.
Sustained growers

Indeed, average incomes in sub-Saharan Africa have grown
steadily since 2000. The average annual growth rate in subSaharan Africa increased from 3.7 per cent in 1996–2000 to

»With their ‘can do’ attitude, a new
generation of Africans is transforming social
and political relationships in a manner not
seen before.«
6.3 per cent in 2003–07. The latest edition of the World Economic Outlook 2010 puts sub-Saharan Africa growth for
2008 and 2009 at 5.5 and 2.1 per cent respectively, and the
latest projected growth rates are for 5.0 and 5.5 per cent for
2010 and 2011 respectively. Inflation declined from an ave
rage of 26.3 per cent during 1992–2001 to 9.4 per cent during
2002–09. More than one-third of Africans live in countries
that had grown by more than 4 per cent annually for 10
years, and 18 countries are classified by the World Bank as
“diversified and sustained growers”.
The China-India factor

While Europe and the United States remain important trading partners, Africa’s economic engagement is beginning
to shift towards Asia and other developing countries. China
alone now accounts for over 11 per cent of Africa’s external
trade and is the region’s largest source of imports. Trade be
tween China and Africa grew from a mere US$6.5 billion 
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couple of decades. There is a willingness by governments to
explore new opportunities; prudently manage public finan
ces; minimize economic risks; and engage with domestic eco
nomic actors more constructively on the way forward. This
is very encouraging and part of the reason why Africa has
done well in recent years. Sustaining the efficient management of the economy by a committed and visionary state
is the litmus test for Africa’s long term growth.
Avoiding complacency

While the conditions for Africa’s growth and development
are much more favourable today than a decade ago, African
policy-makers should avoid complacency and must remain
focused on tackling the key structural bottlenecks that threa

»There has been a remarkable shift in
economic management by African
governments, an indication that state
capacity to manage complex issues is
improving.«

With increased opportunities for employment and rising
income, large numbers of Africans have become the new
consumers. A hawker selling mobile phone covers in a street
market in Ajerome, a poor neigbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria.

 in 1999 to over US$120 billion in 2010. Similarly, India’s trade with
Africa surged from US$941 million in 1991 to more than
US$25 billion in 2008. Besides China and India, other emer
ging economies (such as Brazil, South Korea, Malaysia, Viet
nam and Turkey) have become increasingly active in many
African countries, a clear indication that North-South relations are being superseded by South-East, even AfricaSouth-East relations, with profound implications for Afri
ca’s development.
Exploring new opportunities

There has been a remarkable shift in economic management by African governments, an indication that state capacity to manage complex issues is improving, and that
the mantle of state power (at the level of state bureaucracy
at least) is being passed to a new generation of competent,
energetic Africans with a “can-do” entrepreneurial spirit.
African governments have learned from the bitter experience of the adjustment decades of the 1980s and 1990s
how to avoid the macroeconomic mistakes, excessive borrowing and uncontrollable spending that led to the collapse of growth in the past.
When the global financial crisis occurred, many African
governments put in place a series of measures, including tar
geted assistance to sectors, capital and exchange controls,
a government borrowing freeze and expansionary fiscal po
licy. Such pragmatic responses by African governments to
the financial crisis clearly indicate how far development
policy practices on the continent have come over the past
8

ten or undermine growth and development. The ability of
African countries to chart their own independent development path remains limited. As a new door to economic oppor
tunity is opened to African countries with the rise of the
BRICS, lurking in the background are new risks that Africa
must avoid or manage strategically. More importantly, grea
ter attention is needed to strengthen the foundations of su
stained growth, manage public finances prudently and main
tain strong strategic business-government alliances to tackle
the constraints on growth and promote employment among
the growing and increasingly youthful population.
Keeping up the momentum

In the final analysis, central to sustaining Africa’s growth
momentum is the development of strong and effective state
institutional structures (from central to local level) that will
advance the growth and democratization agenda in the con
text of a common national vision. An effective state is a pre
requisite for a well-functioning market. As the successful de
velopment experience of China and Asian industrializing
countries has shown, a competent state has a vital role to play
in guiding national development, nurturing the private eco
nomic actors by providing incentives for them to grow and
export, re-engineering business processes, enhancing the
investment climate for both domestic and foreign investment,
investing in human capital and delivering adequate public
services.
Maintaining momentum would also entail supporting the
legal and financial institutional framework of the economy.
The legal system must uphold order, act as a check on govern
ment and protect property rights, human rights and contract
rights. The financial system must promote household sav
ings and channel them into productive enterprises. These are
some of the ingredients that have gone into Africa’s recent
growth miracle and are necessary to sustain it. The continent
has changed forever and there is no going back! n

5 Questions for
NAI researcher Francis Matambalya
professor of international trade and marketing

“New paradigm needed
for Africa trade”
A: Economic growth alone is not enough for proper development
of a country’s economy. If the right factors underlie economic
growth, it has prospects for being sustainable. But if it’s not driven
by the right factors, then it is just a mirage. Recent growth in
Africa, due to higher prices for raw materials, is not sustainable.
Another reason behind the positive figures is the preferential
access to European and other major markets. African countries
can easily sell certain volumes because of the relaxation of
import regulations – not because they can compete.
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Q. African countries have achieved encouragingly high rates
of economic growth in recent years. Why are you still concerned about their economic performance?

Q. Why are you calling for a new paradigm for trade
development?
A: Two sets of measures have dominated traditional initiatives
and continue to dominate current efforts to support trade develop
ment in Africa. These are actions to open markets to African pro
ducts and to liberalize African economies to make trade compa
tible with WTO standards. These measures, however, do not take
into account Africa’s problem – a lack of products to export.
All prosperous countries have started by building the necessary
capacity to produce products for export, and this is what African
nations also need to do.
Q. How can African countries strengthen their
production capacity?
A: Look at South Korea for example. The South Koreans promoted
entrepreneurship, made government interventions where appro
priate and put the necessary laws and regulations in place.
Education, physical infrastructure as well as technological, insti
tutional and entrepreneurial capacities are needed, along with
financial resource capacities.
Q. So African nations can learn from Asia in developing strong
export economies?
A: The whole idea of a paradigm shift for Africa comes from
observing the transformation of Asian economies. There are
strong similarities: for example, Asian countries have also gone
through a colonial period and they are generally multiethnic.
Asian states, however, were able to use the postcolonial period
to achieve phenomenal economic development.
Q. How do conditions in the two continents differ?
A: Well, most strikingly, in many cases African countries looked
stronger than those in Asia. There are strong similarities, for ex
ample Asian countries have also gone through a colonial period
and they are generally multiethnic. The economic data in 1960

were almost identical for all three, but the prospects for the two
African countries were better because they had natural resour
ces, while basically the Koreans had none. Even so, by 1985
South Korea was a developed nation while Ghana and Zambia
showed very little economic progress. n
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Global isation/l i sa åkesson

Dr Lisa Åkesson is a researcher at the
•
Nordic Africa Institute. She is responsible
for the research projects “Money from abroad:
Migrant remittances and social inequality in a
transnational setting” and “The new developers?
Circular migration in policy and practice”.

In a cafe, Midelo, Sao Vicente Island,
Cape Verde.
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Returning migrants and development:

Contrasting
policy and reality
Lisa Åkesson contrasts the stories of three Cape Verdean returnees who have worked
in Europe and examines some of the assumptions underlying the policies on migration,
development and return that are currently being devised in Europe. She questions
the idea that European influences are always beneficial for development.
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The island state of Cape Verde,

some 400 kilometres
off the Senegalese coast, may be small in extent – Cape Ver
deans often talk about their archipelago as grains of sand
in the middle of the ocean – but its people are widely disper
sed. For more than a century, Cape Verdeans have left for
America, the African continent and Europe, and today the
diaspora probably exceeds the half-million people who have
stayed behind.
It is striking that whereas the debate on the integration
of African migrants into Europe is focused on segregation
and exploitation, policies on migration and development
portray returning migrants as having benefited from fruitful exposure to valuable values and knowledge. The (neo)
colonial idea that European influences are always beneficial for development seems to linger in this line of thought.
Through my research, I have met Cape Verdeans who

have worked in Europe and then returned. One such returnee is Sofia who left as a teenager for Italy, where she worked
as a domestic for many years until she was offered a job as a
hotel receptionist, a job she enjoyed. “I kept my eyes open”,
Sofia says, “and I learned everything about running a hotel”.
After 35 years abroad, Sofia returned with savings and
plans for opening a small hotel.
– Two factors made me come back: the improvement in

healthcare in Cape Verde and the increase in tourist visits,
which made it possible to open a hotel.
Now Sofia is the proud owner of a well-kept guesthouse
with five employees.

»Two factors made me come back: the improvement in
healthcare in Cape Verde and the increase in tourist visits,
which made it possible to open a hotel.« Sofia
The story of Alfonso is very different, although he too

spent more than three decades abroad. In the Netherlands,
Alfonso worked as a mariner, a factory worker and a night
guard. After obtaining the right to a pension, he returned
“home”. Alfonso never learnt Dutch, and although he talks
of the Netherlands as “the land that gives me my food”, it
is clear that he never felt himself to be a member of Dutch
society. When I ask him about the possibilities for him to
“do something for Cape Verde”, Alfonso stresses that it is
his right to enjoy his pension in peace and quiet after all
his working years.
The third returnee, Filomena, is younger and poorer than

Sofia and Alfonso. Filomena migrated to Portugal in order
to study and acquired a bachelor’s degree in information
technology. After graduating, she remained in Portugal 
11
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Local residents of the village of San Filipe,
Fogo Island, Cape Verde.
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What do the experiences of Sofia, Alfonso and Filomena

tell us about the possibilities for returnees to promote posi
tive local development? First, they show us that it takes a long
time to accumulate the resources needed for a return beneficial not only for the migrant but also for local society. Returnees in Cape Verde generally maintain that one must stay
abroad 20 to 30 years to save enough money to initiate an
entrepreneurial activity. For many migrants, it is economically impossible to return prior to becoming eligible for an
old age pension.
Second, Alfonso’s and Filomena’s stories show us that

»Returnees in Cape Verde generally maintain
that one must stay abroad 20 to 30 years
to save enough money to initiate an entrepreneurial activity. «

Woman in central market of Praia, on Santiago Island, Cape Verde.

 and worked as a cleaner and waitress, always taking on two jobs,
since she had to send money home to support her two child
ren and her mother. After working too hard and eating too
little for a long time, Filomena was totally worn out and de
cided to return to Cape Verde. Now she has found an administrative job for which she is overqualified in her home
town and earns just enough to feed her children.
It is interesting to contrast these stories with the po-

licies on migration, development and return that are currently produced on a massive scale in Europe. Many policymakers express high expectations about the possibilities
for return migrants to support development in their count
ries of origin. One salient assumption in these policies is
that a few years of work abroad is all that is needed to acquire the capital and skills needed to engage in entrepreneurial activities upon return.
This idea is especially evident in strategies on circular
migration, which are presently in vogue among policymakers in both the European Union and many of its member states. Circular migrants are expected to meet tempo
rary labour shortages in receiving countries, and then
promptly return home and promote development in their
countries of origin. This idea is contradicted by the Cape
Verdean experience, which indicates that it takes decades
to save up and plan for a successful return. Another central
policy assumption is that working in Europe more or less
automatically provides migrants with useful skills, values
and knowledge. Again, Cape Verdean reality conflicts with
policy, as most returnees state their European jobs have
provided them with little more than a salary.
12

the majority of the Cape Verdean returnees have little use
for their working experiences from abroad. Cape Verdean
migrants, like other African migrants, often end up in menial and repetitive jobs. In fact, they are sought after precisely because their living conditions force them to accept jobs
that offer few opportunities for acquiring new skills and
knowledge.
Third, Filomena’s experiences demonstrate that even
highly educated returnees may find it difficult to earn a living upon their return, let alone contribute to positive social change.
The “success story” of Sofia, however, reveals that under

the right circumstances returnees may play an important
role. Her achievement has been possible thanks to the
structural changes that have occurred in Cape Verde over
the last decades. Cape Verde has attracted both development support and external investment by marketing its
political stability and good governance. This has resulted
in improvements in basic infrastructure and sustained economic growth, which in turn has facilitated entrepreneurial activities such as Sofia’s.
Sofia’s story highlights the fact that wider economic, poli
tical and social structures fundamentally influence the returnees’ potential to support positive development, a factor
often overlooked in policies on migration and development.
The current celebration of returnees as ‘grassroots developers’ renders economic and political constraints less visible
by placing the responsibility for development on the shoul
ders of individuals. It thus reflects a neoliberal stance on
development. In contrast, the changes that have occurred
in Cape Verde suggest that it is structural development,
more than any other factor, that may lead to an increase in
returns that are beneficial to local society. n
All names mentioned in this article have been changed in order to
protect the identity of the people interviewed.

conflict
What are the factors underlying conflicts in Africa?
How can a society torn apart by violence get back
on the path of lasting peace and democracy?
These are the key issues examined by the
researchers of the cluster on Conflict, Security
and Democratic Transformation.

13

confl ict/cyr il ob i

Dr Cyril Obi was a senior researcher
at the Nordic Africa Institute until
January 2011. He headed the cluster
on “Conflict, Security and
Democratic Transformation”.

•

Are
Elections
Really
Enough?
The transition to
democratic peace
in West Africa
Events in West Africa during 2010 show that the democratic project is still contested terrain. Perhaps the lesson is that there is a limit to which the international
community can use multiparty elections to consolidate democracy and peace,
writes Cyril Obi.
West Africa continues to throw up situations that chal-

lenge one of the international community’s basic assumptions, namely that multiparty elections constitute the key
element in peacemaking and peace-building in Africa.
Events in 2010 underscore the need to rethink the role of
transition elections in post-conflict peace-building in West
Africa and the role of regional institutions and the international community in consolidating democracy and peace.
14

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS),
working with the African Union (AU), the United Nations
Office for West Africa (UNOWA) and the international com
munity has shown zero tolerance for unconstitutional changes in the region. It has promptly suspended errant member
states on the basis of the ECOWAS Declaration of Political
Principles and the ECOWAS Protocol on Democracy and
Good Governance.
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A voter showing her inked finger after casting
ballot at a polling station in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire,
31 October, 2010. Côte d’Ivoire held the West African
country’s first presidential elections in years,
with polling stations opened on schedule.

one of these in September 2009, soldiers fired on an opposition rally in a Conakry stadium, leaving scores dead and
triggering international sanctions. Following an incident
in which Camara was shot and flown abroad for treatment
in December 2009, his successor, General Sekoube Konate,
agreed to a transition plan and appointed a transitional go
vernment, which organized elections in 2010.
The elections were held in July 2010 with the support of
ECOWAS, the AU and the International Contact Group on
Guinea. Due to the inconclusive result in the first round,

“The sustainability of the new-won democracy
will depend on the ability of the new govern
ment to address the contradictions in Guinean
society in ways that constructively, equitably
and inclusively engage the diverse groups
and stakeholders in the country.”
run-off elections were held in November. The two leading
candidates, Alpha Conde and Cellou Diallo, polarized the
country along ethnic lines: the former represented the Malinke (believed to have produced all presidents to date and
well represented in the junta), and the latter represented the
Peul or Fulani ethnic group (which had not produced a pre
sident).
Thus, when Alpha Conde was declared the victor in the
re-run elections by a narrow margin, post-election violence
erupted. The government, however, took steps to arrest a
slide into chaos and to defuse the crisis. Thus, Guinea, after
hotly disputed elections, successfully transitioned from mili
tary to democratic governance in 2010. However the sustain
ability of the new-won democracy will depend on the ability
of the new government to address the contradictions in
Guinean society in ways that constructively, equitably and
inclusively engage the diverse groups and stakeholders in
the country.
Niger Republic: From constitutional coup
to military coup

Guinea: Post-election peace,
how sustainable?

The December 2008 coup d’état in Guinea, following the
death of President Lansana Conte and in violation of constitutional provisions, was met with immediate condemnation by ECOWAS and suspension of the country’s membership of that body. ECOWAS also appointed a high-level mission to engage with the military junta on the restoration of
democratic rule. The organization partnered with the AU,
UNOWA and the international community to press the mili
tary head of state, Captain Dadis Camara, to return Guinea
to democratic rule within a year. However, a crisis erupted
when Camara was suspected by the opposition of harbouring self-succession ambitions, prompting protests. During

In 2009, President Tanja, whose second five-year term was
ending, tried to illegally extend his tenure. He sacked the
National Assembly in June when opposition parties opposed his self-succession moves, and dissolved the constitutional court after it ruled in favour of the opposition that
the planned referendum on tenure extension was illegal.
He then constituted a new constitutional court that legitimized the referendum, in spite of mounting domestic opposition.
Tanja pressed ahead with his referendum in August and
got a three year tenure extension. He then assumed full
autocratic powers under emergency rule. This prompted a
stern warning and suspension from ECOWAS in October
2009. ECOWAS appointed General Abdulsalami Abubakar
as its mediator in the talks among Tanja, the opposition,
civil society groups and stakeholders in the country. The
AU and UNOWA also got involved in the mediation. 
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School children walking passed members of Niger's
military outside of a camp where junta leaders met
on 22 February, 2010.
© Jane Hahn/Corbis

  The talks dragged on but by 10 February 2010 were stalemated
due to what an AU official, Kwaku Asante-Darko, described
as Tanja’s rejection of an inclusive transition plan.
On 18 February, a military coup ended Tanja’s rule, and
the new military head of state, General Salou Djibo, assured
Nigeriens and ECOWAS that his junta would organize tran
sition elections within a year. True to his promise and work
ing with ECOWAS, the AU, UNOWA and the international com
munity, a new constitution was drafted, with local and pre
sidential elections slated for January 2011.
Côte D’ Ivoire: Two Presidents,
One Country

By the end of 2010, Côte d’Ivoire was teetering on the brink
of renewed civil war. The immediate cause was the dispute
over the result of the run-off presidential elections on 28
November. The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC)
declared Alassane Quatarra winner, with 54 per cent of
votes cast, as against Laurent Gbagbo’s 46 per cent. In response, President Laurent Gbagbo rejected the result, and
got the constitutional council to annul some of the votes
cast in favour of Quatarra. Gbagbo was then pronounced
the winner of the elections. The problem was further compounded when both men declared themselves to be the
rightful president of Côte d’Ivoire. On 7 December, ECOWAS
suspended Côte d’Ivoire in line with its Protocol on Good
Governance and recognized Quatarra as the elected president based on the IEC results as endorsed by the UN secre16

tary general’s special representative in the country.
Gbagbo rejected the ECOWAS decision and remained ada
mant. Thabo Mbeki, Raila Odinga (the AU-appointed medi
ator) and ECOWAS leaders Boni Yayi of Benin, Pedro Pires of
Cape Verde and Ernest Koroma of Sierra Leone attempted
to mediate between Gbagbo and Quatarra, but to no avail.
Meanwhile, the divisions in Côte d’Ivoire, where Gbagbo
is believed to enjoy the support of the military and ethnic
groups in the south, as against Quatarra’s support base
among northerners, have continued to widen, leading to in
creased tensions and violence in the country. At one point,
ECOWAS threatened to use “legitimate force” to make Gbagbo quit power, but this option remains unlikely in the short
to medium term.
Contested democratic project

Although ECOWAS has made great efforts, the democratic
project remains contested. Structural problems such as the
unresolved citizenship question, ethnicity, inequality, marginalization and the role of neighbouring states and transnational actors continue to pose potent challenges to ECO
WAS’s capacities and resources, according to Raheemat Mo
modu, the Head of the ECOWAS Liaison Office to the African
Union Commission. Perhaps the lesson is that there is a limit
to which the international community can rely on multiparty elections as a quick alternative to supporting much more
viable, inclusive and equitable processes aimed at resolving
the problems facing post-conflict African states. n

5 Questions for
nai researcher tor sellström
Seconded by Sida as a researcher within the cluster on
Conflict, security and democratic transformation

“Increasing competition and
tensions in the Indian Ocean”

Q: In what ways do you think NAi
has changed since you last
worked as a researcher here?
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Since coming back to NAI in 2010,
Tor Sellström has been running the
research project entitled “African
Island States in Peace and Conflict:
Rising Tides in the Indian Ocean”.
From 1994 to 2001, he undertook
a research project at NAI on the
involvement of the Nordic countries
in Southern Africa’s liberation pro
cess.

A multinational task force established
to conduct counter-piracy operations
off the coast of Somalia.

A: There seem to be more resources available for research now.
In addition, the formation of research clusters has been good,
since within each cluster one can address the relevant issues for
policy making, dialogue and debate. In general terms, there is
more focus on research, which of necessity has become more
policy-oriented. The library is as excellent as it has always been.
I often say that if you cannot do good research at NAI, you simply
cannot do good research! It is a very privileged environment.
Q: You are currently studying the island states of the Indian
Ocean. What makes this region interesting?
A: The Indian Ocean and the African part of the Indian Ocean,
namely the four independent states of the Seychelles, Madagas
car, Mauritius and the Comoros, are a special historic and cultur
al arena. At the same time, this area is generally overlooked and
understudied. It is a part of Africa that has its exceptional success
stories (Mauritius), endemic conflict (the Comoros) and deep
political crisis (Madagascar). In the last decade the Indian Ocean
has seen increasing competition, but also tension, due to the
fact that half the world’s trade in oil and high-technology goods
traverses this ocean. The activities of Somali pirates have led to
an increasing presence of naval forces from both the world’s
major and its emerging powers.
Q: What effects does the piracy have on the island states and
what are they doing to counter it?
A: The piracy off the coast of Somalia began a couple of years
ago and has rapidly and steadily spread. It affects the entire
Indian Ocean. The effects are directly felt by the smaller island
states, especially by the Seychelles in areas such as fisheries,
transport and tourism. The combined consequence is a major
threat to the islands’ national economies. The Seychelles are in
the forefront of the fight against the pirates. The country’s capa
city to respond to piracy has been beefed up by support from
India, France and the UAE. The Seychelles has also entered into
agreements with three countries (Somalia, Somaliland and
Puntland) for the extradition of captured pirates.

Q: You argue that there is currently a recolonization of certain
areas in the Indian Ocean. What action would you like to see
from the Nordic countries in this regard?
A: There are two blatant cases of recolonization. One is Chagos,
an island severed from Mauritius and retained by Britain within
BIOT (British Indian Ocean Territory). Britain has leased Chagos
to the US, which has built the strategically important military
base of Diego Garcia on the island.
The other case is Mayotte, one of the four main islands of the
Comoros. At the time of the independence of Comoros, the French
hung on to Mayotte. Contrary to the UN decolonization declara
tion 1514, in 2011 France turned Mayotte into its 101st department.
Already in 1995, France introduced visa restrictions for visits to
Mayotte. Since then, 7,000 people have died trying to reach
Mayotte. They are not emigrating or fleeing from the Comoros
but are trying to access better social services or visit their families.
France now wants Mayotte to be recognized by the EU as an
Ultra Peripheral Region. All Nordic EU member states must take
a stand and support the African Union (which strongly condemns
this action), as well as Mauritius and the Comoros in the UN.
Q:In 2010 you were awarded an honorary doctorate by Uppsala
University. What does the award mean to you?
A: I was overwhelmed when I was informed in late October. I am
extremely happy to have been nominated by the Department of
Peace and Conflict in Uppsala, with which I have had a longstan
ding involvement. I am also happy to have been given the hono
rary doctorate by the Faculty of Social Science at Uppsala Univer
sity, one year shy of my retirement. n
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confl ict/anders sjögren

Dr Anders Sjögren is a researcher
at the Nordic Africa Institute. He is
responsible for the research project
“The politics of belonging and exclusion:
Land rights, citizenship and civil society
in Kenya and Uganda”.

A supporter of reforming
the Kenyan constitution
participatesin a rally in Nairobi,
Kenya, on August 1, 2010.
©Zhao Yingquan
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Constitutional reform in Kenya:

Towards
a new order?
A turning point in Kenya’s long struggle for a new, democratic constitution came
with the overwhelming approval of the proposed new constitution in last summer’s
referendum. Yet the work of democratizing the Kenyan state has only just begun.
When, at 8:45pm on 5 August 2010, the chairman of the Inte

r im Independent Electoral Commission, Issack Hassan, offi
cially declared that the Kenyan electorate had in a referen
dum approved the proposed new constitution, celebrations
were already under way throughout the country. There was
no uncertainty about the outcome. The victory was resounding: with 6,092,593 votes against 2,795,059, the Yes-side had
decisively defeated the No-side by 66.9 per cent to 30.7 per
cent (the remaining 2.4 per cent of votes cast were invalid).
The impressive turnout (around 72 per cent of the 12.6 million registered voters) further strengthened the mandate.
The struggle for a new, democratic constitution has been
at the centre of Kenyan politics for the last two decades: ever
since, in fact, it had become clear that the mere reintroduc
tion of multiparty politics was insufficient to safeguard de
mocracy. The old constitution, inherited from colonial times
and repeatedly amended to further concentrate power in the
hands of the presidency, had served Kenya poorly. All key
institutions – the judiciary, public service, security forces,
provincial administration and parliament – had over time
been reduced to instruments of authoritarian domination.
The push for constitutional reform started in the mid-

1990s, but has been beset by a series of subversions and ma
nipulations. The NARC government came to power in 2002
after campaigning on a platform for a new constitution. This
promise was to be betrayed, too. After a popular-driven draft
was torpedoed, the diluted proposal of the conservative wing
of the divided government was rejected in a referendum in
2005.
Following the post-election crisis of 2008, the grand coa
lition government was mandated to implement a number
of fundamental reforms, including delivering a new consti
tution. After a lengthy process, including intensive political bargaining, the committee of experts presented a draft
constitution to parliament at the beginning of 2010. In the
meantime, the parliamentary consensus on constitutional
reform had begun to crack. By the time parliament passed
the draft, an opposition grouping had emerged.
The No-side, allocated the colour red as their symbol, was
an amalgam of a few cabinet ministers, former President
Daniel arap Moi and a number of Christian leaders. They

campaigned on a cocktail of issues centred on moral concerns, but also land: they claimed – erroneously – that the
government would be able to confiscate private land arbitra
rily. The Yes-side, green in colour, spanned most of the poli
tical establishment, including both the president and prime
minister. Most groups in civil society, including both labour
and employer organizations, sided with the Yes-camp.
The poll finally went ahead on 4 August. With the violent aftermath of the 2007 elections still fresh in people’s
minds, everyone was acutely aware of the stakes. To every
one’s relief, the voting, counting and tallying went ahead

»The history of Kenya has been marked by false dawns.
Conservative forces hijacked earlier achievements,
such as independence in 1963, the transition to
multiparty politics in 1991 and the ousting of KANU
from power in 2002.«
transparently and peacefully. The Yes-side won in seven of
eight provinces, with Rift Valley being the only exception.
The acceptance of the constitution was clearly a key mile
stone. It is just as evident, however, that the work of demo
cratizing the Kenyan state has only just begun.
The vested interests opposing a democratized state and
policies for social justice remain extremely powerful. Certain
politicians, including some nominally on the Yes-side, can be
counted on to obstruct the implementation process as much
as possible. Parliament, the civil service, the judiciary and
the security apparatus will be critical arenas in the battles
over the implementation of the constitution and related re
form processes.
The history of Kenya has

been marked by false dawns.
Conservative forces hijacked earlier achievements, such as
independence in 1963, the transition to multiparty politics
in 1991 and the ousting of KANU from power in 2002. Con
stant and sustained vigilance by democratic forces in poli
tical parties and civil society will be needed to prevent a repe
tition of that pattern, not only by blocking attempts to subvert the intentions hinted at above, but also by realizing the
potential of the constitution by giving effect to its words. n
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confl ict/mar i a eriksson baaz

Dr Maria Eriksson Baaz is a researcher
at the Nordic Africa Institute where she
coordinates the programme “Gendering and
(Un)Gendering Police Reform: the case of
the Democratic Republic of Congo”.
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Not enough to
add women and stir
Simply recruiting women into the police and military forces in the Democratic Republic
of Congo will not curb abuses by security sector personnel, writes NAI researcher
Maria Eriksson Baaz. She calls for a comprehensive approach that gets to the root of
the problem rather than the “quick fixes” favored by many external actors.
Much of the violence against civilians in the protracted

A multitude of international actors have re-

sponded with various initiatives to foster professionalism and end the cycles of violence, particularly sexual violence. These efforts have often
taken the form of various training programmes for police and military aimed
at teaching security sector staff
about human rights and how
to behave as disciplined pro
tectors of the civil popula
tion, particularly women.
Recently, some exter
nal actors have called
for the inclusion of more
women in the police and
military of the DR Congo
as a way to curtail the ma
ny abuses against civilians.
These propositions are part
20
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of a global trend in favor of more women in the security
sector, particularly in peace-keeping operations. The inclu
sion of women is often portrayed as a key to improving civilmilitary relations and to decreasing violence against civili
ans, especially sexual abuse.
While these assumptions can be questioned in other set-

tings, they are particularly problematic in the complex security context of the DR Congo. Interviews conducted with
both civilians and security sector personnel for a NAI research project clearly reveal the limitations of these propositions. Most civilians – men and women – claimed they
fear women in uniform more than men, describing the former as more brutal and merciless.
Moreover, women police and military staff
described themselves as no different from
their male colleagues in terms of their pro
pensity for violence. In fact, women police
and military staff were the ones who empha
sized the importance of courage and toughness most. They also often described themselves as tougher than the men.
This image of women in security sector
institutions does not of course mean
that women police officers are neces
sarily more violent than their male
colleagues. The perceptions must
be understood in relation to constructions of policing and militarism as a male sphere. Consequently, there is an assumption
that there must be something
Recently some external actors have
called for the inclusion of more
women in the police and military of
the DR Congo as a way to curtail the
many abuses against civilians.
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conflict in the DR Congo is perpetrated by state security agents,
both the military and the police. It comes in many different
forms, such as executions, forced labour, rape and torture.
Civilians are also commonly subjected to illegal detention,
pillage and illegal taxation. All these forms of abuse must be
understood in the light of deep-seated structural dysfunc
tions in the security forces.
Failed integration processes, with unclear and parallel
chains of command, combined with a generous politics of
integration that encourages illegal economic activities make
a poor foundation for creating security institutions that pro
tect the population. A weak justice sector, hostile
civil-military relations and widespread discontent among ordinary soldiers and police offi
cers, disgruntled by embezzlement among
superiors, poor salaries and low status,
further add to the problem.

Congolese police officers marching during
a parade to mark the 50th anniversary of independence
in Kinshasa, capital of the dr Congo, 30 June, 2010.

fundamentally wrong with the women joining the forces.
They are assumed to be exceptionally violent, on a mission
to avenge misdeeds or are simply described as prostitutes
looking for clients.
Irrespective of whether women are more or less violent

»They are sent out on a mission impossible
identified by others, pigeonholed by fictional
assumptions about gender and violence that
they themselves do not share.«
than their male colleagues, or are equally so, the research
demonstrates the limitations of the proposed solution to
combat violence by simply adding more women. The prob
lem of violence against civilians is not that there are too
many men in the security sector. While violence against
civilians can to some extent be attributed to ideals of militarized masculinity celebrated in security institutions in

the DR Congo (as in most other similar contexts globally),
this does not mean that women entering these spaces do
not embrace these ideals in the same way the men do.
While women should have equal access to state security

forces, simply adding more women to already dysfunctional
security institutions will surely not lead to desirable change.
Moreover, arguing for women’s inclusion on the grounds
that it will automatically solve human rights abuses also risks
placing an impossible responsibility on female security
sector staff. They are sent out on a mission impossible identified by others, pigeonholed by fictional assumptions about
gender and violence that they themselves do not share.
Only a comprehensive approach, addressing the root cau
ses of the problems, has the potential to reduce human rights
abuses by security sector staff. While gender undoubtedly is
important here, interventions based on simplistic and essen
tialist notions of gender risk doing more harm than good. n
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In Brief

Let’s meet on Facebook

4 Questions for
tania berger
administrative project
coordinator of ecas 4

NAI and
Uppsala play
host to ECAS 4
The 4th European Conference on African Studies (ECAS)
will take place in Uppsala between 15 and 18 June 2011.
The conference is co-organized by NAI and the African
Studies in Europe network (AEGIS) and is expected to
attract as many as 1,500 participants. The theme of the
conference is African Engagements: On Whose Terms?
Q: When did the planning for the conference start?
A: We were informed in 2007 that our application to host
the conference had been successful. Since then, we
started organizing the event step by step: setting up an
academic committee, mobilizing external funds, putting
out calls for panels and papers and drawing up the pro
gramme for the four-day conference.
Q: What has been the greatest challenge?
A: Let me just say that the response we have had in
terms of panel and paper proposals has been overwhel
ming, far greater than we anticipated. Because of the
huge interest in the conference one of the major tasks
has been putting together the programme. A thorough
selection of both panels and paper abstracts has been
made in order to fit everything into the event. Many
people have announced their wish to take part, which
is of course very positive, but also challenging from an
organiser’s point of view.
Q: The number of panels and papers are greater this
year than during previous conferences. Why do you
think the interest in ECAS has increased?
A: I think part of the reason is that the conference’s
great reputation has spread beyond Europe. We have
received more applications from researchers in the US,
Canada, China and India than previous conferences.
And then there is the great interest among African
researchers. This is the fourth time the conference is
being held, and it has come to be regarded as the con
ference for African studies.
Q: What would you like the participants to remember about the
conference?
A: From an organizing perspective,
I hope that people feel they have
been warmly welcomed and that
the programme has been well
designed. I hope they will return
home satisfied with the outcomes
of the conference, and with positive
feelings about NAI and Uppsala.
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In order to further strengthen its commu
nication with the public, NAI started a
Faceboook page in September, just ahead
of the Göteborg Book Fair. It was an excellent tool for quickly
spreading information about the event as it was unfolding. Since
then, the number of people following the page has grown steadily.
Most of the visitors (women and men) are between 25 and 35,
and come, for the most part, from Sweden and the other Nordic
countries.
Communicating via social media requires NAI staff to be prompt,
alert and personal. Occasional and regular visitors look for exciting
and useful posts and comments. During the few months that NAI
has been active on Facebook, the page has served as a platform
for debate and a means to disseminate information about our
research. It has also served as a notice board for NAI’s activities
and a virtual space for guest researchers and scholarship fellows
to keep in contact. Moreover, it has made it easier to get a feeling
for which of NAI’s activities followers appreciate.
So, if you are not yet a fan of NAI’s Facebook page, follow these
easy steps:
Visit the Facebook page.
Click on the “like button”.
Welcome!

torvinen looking back
Laura Torvinen reflects on her first year as chair of
NAI’s Programme and Research Council

“Inspiring” – that is the very first
word that came to my mind when
asked about my experiences after
the first year as the Chair of NAI’s
Programme and Research Council.
In its advisory role, the Programme
and Research Council aims to
support the Institute to carry out
its research and other related
functions. In addition to the highquality and multi-faceted research,
excellent library services, informa
tion dissemination, publishing
and policy dialogue with the
Nordic countries are all important components of the Institute’s
work. The Council can only commend the quality that the Insti
tute has shown in performing the multitude of its tasks. As the
Chair of the Council I have also been impressed by the open
atmosphere of the Institute. Newcomers – whether researchers,
other staff members or development practitioners – are warmly
welcomed to join the rich discussions at the Institute.
The research carried out under the auspices of the Institute
succeeds in addressing key development issues faced by many
African countries. The changing global environment, which
impacts upon the development prospects in Africa, has been
well captured in the current research programme. I was very
impressed by this year’s Nordic Africa Days in Åbo/Turku, Finland.
It was positive to see so many researchers, not only from Finland,
but from the other Nordic countries, and a number of researchers
from Africa. The Nordic Africa Days continue to open space for
dialogue. It creates a common platform where new research
areas can be explored.

rural

A majority of people in Africa still live in rural areas – but they are
waking up to a new reality. Increasing commercialization, land grabbing
and climate change are rapidly transforming agrarian life in many parts
of the continent. This transformation is the focus of the cluster on
Rural and Agrarian Change, Property and Resources.

23
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Dr Tea Virtanen is a researcher at the Nordic
Africa Institute. She is responsible for
the research project “Pastoral Sufis and
Indigenous City Muslims: Diversification of
Islamic Religiosity in Cameroon”.
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The one who has not
eaten cannot pray
Tightroping between wordly and spiritual
well-being in rural Cameroon
In the last fifteen years thousands of Mbororo pastoralists from different parts of
Cameroon have joined Tijaniyya, an Islamic Sufi order that has spread from Senegal.
One of them, Umaru, has witnessed the birth and expansion of a locally notable
Tijaniyya community where dozens of Mbororo households have moved. While the
neighbourhood is well-suited to religious pursuits, a more difficult task is satisfying
the necessities of everyday life.
One rainy afternoon in October 2010 I was chatting with
Umaru, a former cattle herder in his fifties, in a Muslim neigh
bourhood, Naanawa, located on a main road crossing the
Adamaoua Region of Cameroon.
– There are two obligatory things in the world, Umaru
reasoned, as our talk turned to the challenges that he and
his neighbours face in their everyday life.
– The first is between you and God, what God expects
from you.
By this, Umaru was referring to a variety of performances
for which one can look for divine recompense. The other,
more mundane necessity, he added, is to see to one’s occu
pation. With the money earned, one can, for instance, help
one’s children and other relatives in cases of illness.
Among the Mbororo pastoralists of rural Cameroon, the
two necessities have traditionally been handled by means
of cattle. Beasts have been slaughtered and the meat distri
buted as Islamic alms. Through cattle sales, many pastora
lists have been able to undertake a pilgrimage to Mecca. Ani
mal sacrifices have confirmed marriages and incorporated
newborn children into the kin group and Muslim community. Meat and milk products have formed an important part
of the human diet, and cattle and milk sales have provided
cash to buy supplementary foodstuffs and other goods.

The choice by Umaru’s family, as well as some 60 other
Mbororo households, has been to follow their spiritual guide,
Sheikh Ibrahim, a Tijaniyya teacher from the East Region who
settled in Naanawa in 1990s. For these people, earning a liv
ing has not been the first priority in choosing their present
residence.
More important has been the aspiration to lead a pious life.

For this purpose, the blessed presence of the sheikh, religious
instruction carried far through loudspeakers, as well as the
daily worship routines on the common prayer ground provide favourable conditions.
Moving to Naanawa has also intensified everyday sociality
photos: tea virtanen

For many Mbororo, all of that is still true, but there are

also those whose beasts are too few to be regularly sold or
slaughtered, or for whom possessing herds is but a memory. Occasional cattle epidemics or fatal thunderstorms
have wiped out whole herds, and the worsened economic
situation has forced many to sell more and more animals
in order to maintain their families. For those with no cattle
left, there are two choices: to stay in the bush and try to
cope by farming, or to search for other means of livelihood
in villages and towns.
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Men gathered on the prayer ground
for Friday sunset prayers.

Little girls playing in front of the mosque under construction.

among relatives – and between lineage groups that had be
fore lived scattered throughout the Cameroonian savannah
– and provided community members with a specific sense of
religious and cultural belonging. To Umaru’s mind, Sheikh
Ibrahim’s community is an exceptional place for fulfilling
one’s obligations towards God. Diverse tasks performed for
the sheikh and his family are considered good deeds, through
which, in Umaru’s words, “one looks for blessing”.
– There is no other place better for that. If you live here,
you do that one job, there is no greater concern, he affirms.
Much trickier is the task of satisfying the material neces-

sities. How to feed the family day by day? How to provide
clothes, or pay for medication? People try to meet the daily
challenges by engaging in various activities. Those engaged in cattle trade, although few, do better than those who
struggle along by cultivating their little plots, or providing
religious and herbal healing services. Moreover, many Koranic students are materially dependent on the rest of the
community, or relatives living elsewhere.
The dilemmas of everyday life are also met through prayer

and by cultivating endurance. A good deal of reciprocity is
also needed. Before sunset, there is a constant traffic between
housing compounds as children are sent to borrow the mis
sing ingredients for supper, and to return things borrowed
earlier. Hard choices cannot always be escaped. Some child
ren are forced to leave school because of their parents’ inability to pay school fees.
Umaru is confident of the righteousness of the spiritual
path he has chosen in moving to Naanawa. Now he tries to
find cash for a licence that would prove his professional skills
as a traditional healer and thus help him find potential
clients and earn money.
– One looks for both of these things, they cannot be sepa
rated, he reminds me of the two necessities of life, and then
concludes: the one who has not eaten cannot pray.
Our conversation is interrupted by the imam’s meditative
prayer call. Time for Umaru to hasten to the sunset prayers. n
All names mentioned in this article, of individuals and of the
neighbourhood where they live, have been in changed to protect
the identity of the people interviewed.
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Dr Terje Oestigaard is a researcher at
the Nordic Africa Institute. He is responsible for the research project “Rainmaking
and climate change in Tanzania: Traditions,
rituals and globalization”.
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Richness and poverty
through rituals
In Ethiopia, there is a strong belief that the divinities control the weather,
which can be modified through prayers, rainmaking rituals and sacrifices. The Nile,
regarded by many as the most important river in the world, is often the focus of
these religious activities.
In agricultural societies, wealth, health and prosperity

depend on a successful harvest achieved through the physical work of ploughing and harvesting. But crucial for the
richness or poverty of any year is the timing of the arrival
of the life-giving waters or the river’s annual inundation:
too little or too much rain at the wrong time will cause disaster. If the annual flood fails, the fields cannot be irrigated.
This uncertainty has always been part of the daily life of
all agricultural communities, and it has always been of the
26

utmost importance to reduce such risks. Consequently, hu
mans have often tried to control, influence and modify the
weather through prayers, rainmaking rituals and sacrifices.
In a religious world, everything has a reason. Through

out the history of Christianity, God has collectively punished his devotees for disobedience and sinful behaviour by
constraining the life-giving water, in the form of rains or
annual floods that do not arrive. God’s reward for pious
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The Timkat festival
in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia.

“The Great Sacrifice”.

devotees may be in the form of life-giving waters, which
give bountiful harvests, wealth and health.
The Blue Nile in Ethiopia – the Nile which by many is seen
as the most important river in the world – is believed to have
its source in heaven. It is the River Gihon flowing from paradise. In Ethiopia, the most important festival commemo
rates the role of water and the baptism. It is called the Timkat
festival. It is not the birth of Jesus (Christmas) or his death
(Easter), but the promise through baptism and by being
initiated into the Kingdom of God that ensures salvation.
And the holy water from the source of the Nile – Gish Abay
– possesses this religious power.
When the Portuguese missionaries visited Gish Abay in
the 16th century, sacrifices of cows took place. In 1770 the
explorer James Bruce described in detail the traditional rit
ual whereby cattle were sacrificed. The early Christians,
like the Ethiopian Orthodox Church today, perceived such
sacrifices as pagan heresy.
Even so, sacrifices to the Nile have been part of Christia

nity. Indeed, the sacrificial practice may have Jewish origins.
New Year’s Day on 11 September coincides with the Feast of
John the Baptist. This is also the time when the rainy season ends. In the countryside before the rain starts in June,
animals have been regularly sacrificed to the Nile. The sacrifice of white cattle used to take place within the church
compound. If there is too much rain or if torrential rains
damage crops and harm people and husbandry, sacrifices
may also be conducted as rain-stopping rituals. Today, the
church opposes such sacrifices, but priests pray for sufficient rain and successful harvests as part of the liturgy.
Around Lake Tana, there is an indigenous group with a
strong water religion. The Woyto have been seen as the
finest fishermen, but they have been and still are treated
as unclean and as outcasts since they used to eat hippopotamus and catfish. Today, the Woyto have converted to

Islam, but other Muslims do not view them as true believers since they still worship the Nile.
In the Woyto religion, Abinas is the god of the Blue Nile.
Abinas is the source of everything and the Woyto receive
wealth, health, prosperity and natural resources from him.
At the family level, poultry, sheep and goats are sacrificed

»In the Woyto religion, Abinas is the god
of the Blue Nile. Abinas is the source of every
thing and the Woyto receive wealth, health,
prosperity and natural resources from him. «
throughout the year. The main sacrifice takes place before
the start of Lent (the Christian fasting period). This “Great
Sacrifice” is communal, and an immature and pure calf is
sacrificed. When Abinas is satisfied with the blood, he pro
vides good fortune and prosperity for his people.
Common to both Christian and indigenous practices are
the beliefs that divinities control the weather, which can
be modified through ritual. Although lay Christians still
conduct sacrifices to the Nile for making rain, the church
opposes this as heathendom.
are seen as especially pagan and
condemned by both Christians and Muslims. Several times
the Woyto have been displaced and many of their ritual places
have been appropriated for profane purposes. Their exist
ence, religion and beliefs are under strong pressure.
Thus, if richness or poverty in the form of successful or
failed harvests is the outcome of rituals and religion as believed and practised by the devotees themselves, then the
Woyto suffer from another type of poverty as well. The Woyto
are deprived of their tradition, since they cannot conduct
their religion and sacrifices in the prescribed manner. This
is a form of poverty which may lead, they believe, to physical
poverty. Consequently they will be punished by Abinas. n
The Woyto practices
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Coral stone used as
building material.

A delicate balance:

Short-term gains
or long-term food
security?
Seaweed plays an important role for livelihood security to many families on the
southeastern coast of Zanzibar. Male villagers quickly lost interest in cultivating the
crop as it requires hard work for poor cash return. But the women were ready to
take advantage of the benefits of the seaweed.
Hassan is tearing down the last section of the stone wall

surrounding the family farm in the so-called coral rag area
stretching beyond the village of Jambiani on the southeastern coast of Unguja island, Zanzibar. Some women passing
by yell out their resentment before hastily disappearing
along the narrow path into the bush.
– What a stupid thing to do! Your children will starve! We
can hear Bibi Amina crying. What did she do to deserve a
husband like you!
The coral rag area is covered in thick thorns and it is here
that the villagers, using swidden techniques, grow cassava,
sweet potatoes, papaya, some maize and a few varieties of
pulses that can cope with the thin topsoil and the very limi
ted rainfall. Most of the stone walls were built generations
ago to demarcate the lands of the descendants of a common
ancestor. They also serve to keep the steadily growing
number of forest swine away from the crop. When the stone walls are torn down, or a poorly maintained section of
the wall collapses, the swine invade the farms and destroy
everything in their way in their search for tubers. Tearing
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down stone walls is seen as a violation of the ethics of social belonging and identity. The walls represent a significant labour investment by previous generations.
Hassan’s plan is to sell the coral stone as building mate-

rial in Zanzibar town. He needs cash to invest in a small tra
ding business, since fishing is no longer a viable source of
income. The fishermen have experienced a dramatic decline
in catches over the past decade. Hassan recalls a time when
he caught enough fish to feed the family and also to sell to
local guesthouses and the market in the town. With declining catches, the family is often without fish on the table.
This is one effect of climate change that the coastal dwellers have experienced. Hassan and his fellow fishermen are
aware of the importance of healthy coral reefs for the reproduction of fish and they refer to the increased prevalence of “white” (that is, dead) corals as a major reason for
the diminishing catches.
The women passing by, yelling out their contempt, are
right about the wife’s resentment. Bibi Amina has tried in

Seaweed cultivation on the southeastern coast of Zanzibar.

vain to stop her husband. It is she who takes care of the far
ming and who worries about food security if the farm were
no longer capable of providing the staples to feed the family.
Hassan had argued that sweet potatoes and cassava could
be bought in the village shops, using Bibi Amina’s money
from sales of seaweed. Seaweed cultivation has expanded
dramatically since the early 1990s, when it was introduced
to a small group of male villagers. The men soon found that
the new crop required hard work for poor cash returns, and
lost interest. But the women, with few other options to earn
an income, were ready to take advantage of the benefits of
the seaweed. The income, however small, is fairly regular
and therefore important for livelihood security. Predictability also implies that they can purchase on credit in some
village shops.

»�You can’t eat coins and notes’, said one woman,
referring to a neighbour who had abandoned her farm
in order to concentrate on the seaweed.«

The price is about 250 Tanzanian shillings per kilogram

cycle from planting to harvesting. Most women are able to
make their own decisions as to how to use the money. It is
typically spent on children’s clothing, family healthcare and
the purchase of basic consumer goods.
Although the majority of women in Jambiani nowadays
devote considerable time and energy to seaweed cultivation, most of them also take care of agricultural production
and undertake other activities to secure their livelihoods.
They are aware of the risks associated with specialization in
seaweed. “You can’t eat coins and notes”, said one woman,
referring to a neighbour who had abandoned her farm in
order to concentrate on the seaweed. n

(about 15 US cents). A good harvest during a spring tide can
bring in up to 16,000 shillings (about 10 US-dollars) for
about five days of work within the five to six weeks crop

All names mentioned in this article have been changed in order to
protect the identity of the people interviewed.
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Hoes, tractors and
information technologies
More and more people living in rural and remote areas are gaining access to the
latest information and communications technologies (ICTs). But in rural Uganda,
access to and use of the various gadgets is not as straightforward as it seems,
writes Caroline Wamala, NAI study scholarship holder in spring 2010.
economic bedrock and is a
practice all Ugandans identify with. Nowadays, access to
information is equated with access to other vital resources such as land and capital. Radios, mobile phones and
the internet have allowed Uganda’s farmers to get information in real time.
– Information and communication technologies may
not make the soils more fertile or rains fall whenever a far
mer wants them or increase the prices of farm products.
ICTs are tools, just like a hoe or a tractor. They are impor
tant to farmers, who need to know when to plant, what
to plant, where to sell and at what price, a newspaper
columnist noted.
Many farmers carry their radios and mobile phones
Agriculture is Uganda’s

calls for between 2 and 3 Ugandan shillings (US$0.01) per
second. Use of the internet at internet cafes costs 1000–
1500 Ugandan shillings (US$0.78) for 40 minutes.
In parts of rural Uganda, access to mobile networks or
radio signals has to be actively sought, sometimes even
requiring extreme measures such as climbing trees. This
is in some parts of Uganda an exclusively male activity,
since tree-climbing is thought of as culturally irreconcilable with the pious nature of a woman. Consequently,

»Many farmers carry their radios and mobile
phones into the fields. The opportunity to get
information on the treatment of sick animals or
crops and to apply that knowledge immediately
has helped many farmers to avoid losses.«
into the fields. The opportunity to get information on
the treatment of sick animals or crops and to apply that
knowledge immediately has helped many farmers to
avoid losses. Sending text messages requesting weather
information has also allowed many farmers to plan their
activities better. But as many farmers suggested, staying
informed requires two or more devices.
– I recall once when they were talking about growing
soya beans on the radio. We called in and feedback was
given to us, said one farmer. Thus, email addresses or
phone numbers provided in newspapers, on radio, or on
the web suggest two-way communication. The additional
information may be inaccessible because of delays in
communication-infrastructure development, one’s gen
der or age or even economic viability.
By the end of 2010, five service providers served the mo
bile phone needs of 9.5 million Ugandans, about 25 per
cent of Uganda’s 31 million inhabitants. Just as the handset
purchase prices are becoming cheaper, so are call tariffs:
subscribers can make mobile-phone-to-mobile-phone
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women and older men who are unable to climb trees but
own or have physical access to mobile phones can only
claim to have limited use of their mobile phones.
Research in most developing regions, Uganda included, provides statistics that do not necessarily illustrate how people use the technologies or what access actually means or entails, as in the case of actively seeking
mobile network signals. Better informed research that
depicts the reality of ICT use and access will provide a
clearer perspective on the actual use of different techno
logies. This is important in relation to various development efforts. It is crucial to understand the reality of the
use of ICTs in developing countries with an evolving
infrastructure. n

urban

African cities are not only growing rapidly but are also
undergoing deep political, economic and social transformations. These changes defy usual notions of urbanism.
The cluster on Urban Dynamics seeks to explain the
processes reshaping African cities.
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Making

Jew-Man

32

Photo: Maya Christensen

Business
Filming post-war
youth in Sierra Leone
The documentary Jew-Man Business,
filmed in a rough neighbourhood of the
Sierra Leonean capital Freetown, aims
to steer clear of the common stereotypes
of young African men. Mats Utas, who
made the picture together with fellow
researcher Maya Christensen and filmmaker Christian Vium, reflects on the
difficulties of getting under the surface
of street life and catching it on film.
Ice T is a versatile young ex-combatant with experience

of the ten-year civil war that ravaged Sierra Leone. Junior
and Bone Thugs are his friends. All of them do business in
a downtown ghetto area of Freetown called Belgium. Their
business is so-called jew-man business, buying and selling
chiefly illegal goods or stolen items. Ice, Junior and Bone are
part of a large street economy involving thousands of young
men and women in the capital and larger towns of the country. The three of them are the main characters in a documen
tary film I recently produced with my research colleague
Maya Christensen (University of Copenhagen) and filmmaker Christian Vium.
Between 2004 and 2006, I spent my days hanging out on

a street corner in downtown Freetown for the research project ”Youth and marginality in urban Sierra Leone” I run at
the Nordic Africa Institute. Two years is a long time, but if
you want to try to unravel some of the complexities of war
and the clandestine livelihoods of the predominantly excombatant communities, time is what it takes. Trust is vital
for good research results. I marvelled at how much time it
takes before mutual reliance is established, and even then
with some individuals it frankly never happens. Often facts
that at first appear clear and forthright are turned upside
down and new light is shed only after months of intense
contact. This naturally makes one question the value of
short-term research and much of quantitative data collected about themes of participation in warfare.
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Local men playing bingo in the Freetown neighbourhood known as Belgium.

 It also raises questions about how accurate the commonplace documen
tary film of the street economy and rebel soldiering can be.
Hanging out on a downtown street corner in Freetown
for those two years gave me a unique opportunity to get
under the surface of street life and to really get to know the
people. But what happens when you add a cameraman to
the picture? Will people still be willing to tell their personal and often sensitive stories, knowing they might be
shared with the entire world?
When I previously researched a similar setting in Libe-
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ria, I brought my sister in to do some filming for a similar
production, with a quite disheartening outcome. I had
spent about six months gathering material on an ex-combatant community inhabiting an abandoned factory in
downtown Monrovia.
After half a day of filming, members of the community
began to question the project by saying that this woman
was unlikely to be my sister. They suspected she was a
journalist who would make a lot of money by portraying
their precarious lives and leave them with nothing. They
had all met or heard of Western journalists doing exactly
that, and some had even seen the results on television:
productions rife with violence and anarchy, but almost always lacking a human face.
In the end, they confiscated my sister’s camera, smashed
the tripod against the wall and held me hostage for about
an hour. The fragile trust I had struggled hard to build was

thus destroyed by adding a camera and someone viewed
as an international journalist. I could no longer continue
my field research at this location and the relationship with
my sources was forever damaged.
The example raises questions about how “real” ordinary
documentaries based on short-term trust in settings like
these can be. What is being acted?
A common problem with media portrayals of people’s
participation in civil wars or engagement in criminal activity is that the protagonists will either downplay or exaggerate their roles. They cannot really foresee the consequences of being filmed and might fear punishment or
hope for benefits by making their story known.

Ice T. Picture from the documentary Jew-Man Business.
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So in planning for the Sierra Leone project, to ensure clo-

sest possible contact we decided not to film on the street
corner where I had done my field study (much to their dismay). Instead, we chose a setting where my colleague Maya
was conducting research at the time. She was in a good position to prepare people in advance for their participation
and select a trio who would discuss even sensitive issues on
camera. She was present during the months before filming
and thus on top of discussions within the community.
Maya and the community members had the opportunity
to sit down and discuss outcomes and audiences in both
Sierra Leone and in the larger world. Even so, some issues
became clear only after we started shooting.
Jew Man Business is a film made possible by mutual trust.
By establishing close relationships and previously gained
insights into lives, survival and wartime participation, we
were able in our film to steer clear of stereotypes of angry
young men. The participants talk openly about their semicriminal livelihoods of drug abuse and violence. Ice T, for
instance, also tells of his clandestine life right after the
war, when ex-rebel soldiers were hunted down, abused
and at times killed.

»Yet what I believe is most weighty in the film
is the portrayal of the three main characters
as full human beings, far from the images of
battle- or street-hardened criminals.«
The film also portrays the poor conduct of local police as
the viewer gets to ride along with a police night patrol. The
ex-combatant community in Belgium has established its
own order in the form of informal police forces. They partly
cooperate with the police and partly work against them in
order to safeguard those not protected by the police.
These are issues that seldom attract the attention of a
rapidly passing journalist and of audiences in the West. Yet
what I believe is most weighty in the film is the portrayal of
the three main characters as full human beings, far from the
images of battle- or street-hardened criminals. In sequences
with Ice T and Junior, we see them talking about the hardships
of life with tears in their eyes. They speak of love and the importance of caring partners, about loss of kin and regret, and
they raise expectations for a better future. In the end, despite
their proneness to violence, their rebel livelihoods and their
involvement in illegal economies, Ice, Bone and Junior come
across as very human. This is one of the main lessons that research in this kind of environment has taught me. Using one of
many Bob Marley-isms from the Freetown street “One blood,
one love” – we are all the same. n

Jew Man Business is a new 37 minute research-based documentary
film. It was sponsored by Sida and the Nordic Africa Institute.
For more information on the film, see www.jewmanbusiness.com
or contact the author at mats.utas@nai.uu.se

Junior. Picture from the documentary Jew-Man Business.

4 Questions for
mats utas
Q: What advantages do you as a researcher see in
the film medium?
A: It is a fantastic format for portraying a social environment
or a single human being. You can give the viewer an imme
diate understanding of something that you might not be able
to convey in a research report. For example, how the people
in Belgium had a close, yet ambivalent, relationship with the
police. It is hard to convey this in writing, but it becomes very
clear when you see the guys riding with the night patrol in the
film and simultaneously hear the stories of the main charac
ters in the film.
Q: Weren’t you afraid when you went into one of the worst
ghettos of Freetown?
A: From a distance the area looks pretty dangerous, and even
many aid workers based in Sierra Leone are scared to go
down into the main bowl of Belgium. But once you become
part of a group of street-hardened roughnecks, you get accep
ted and also taken care of. People were generally happy be
cause we had travelled so far just to learn about them.
Q: Having worked for several years on the backstreets of
Freetown you have experienced violence from close
range. You once had to defend yourself with a broken
bottle. What happened?
A: On the streets of Freetown you have to be a lot more aggres
sive than you would in Stockholm, for example. Among street
youths, you cannot earn respect only by being good. You also
have to show that you will not put up with any nonsense. When
I was attacked by a guy in a group of people I worked with, I
picked up a bottle, broke it and started threatening him. You
need to take that sort of stand in order to keep the acceptance
of the group.
Q: You hung out with ex-combatants, many of whom had
committed horrible acts of war. How was that?
A: I don’t think I’ve ever been in an environment where moral
issues were discussed so intensely. Interestingly enough, the
individuals who had committed abuses had no difficulty in
blaming other people for having perpetrated immoral acts.
Many saw themselves as “legal hustlers” who had committed
evil acts because they were forced to do so by an immoral po
litical elite, not because they themselves lacked morality.
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The re-siting of the Rider Monument
in central Windhoek from the site of
one of the concentration camps from the
first genocide of the 20th century to a new
location in front of the museum at the
Alte Feste has raised many questions.
So too, has the construction of the
Independence Memorial Museum
on the very site formally occupied
by the Rider Monument. Andrew
Byerley looks into Namibia’s symbolic
and heritage space.

Monumental
politics
in Namibia
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Old monuments erected in honour of the fallen usually

occupy the liminal zone of the there but almost not there.
They are taken-for-granted elements of cityscapes that, at
most, attract the scoptic gaze of the tourist. Occasionally,
however, on a major anniversary or as a result of some convo
luted process of representational reinvestment or de-invest
ment, monuments may briefly reanimate public imagination.
Some monuments are, in a manner of speaking, akin to
teeth in need of root-canal treatment. Extracting them, even
the thought of their being tweaked to left or right, can unleash anxiety, a wagging of (political) tongues or even a flai
ling of fists (cf. the relocation of the “Bronze Soldier of Tallin” in 2007).
The Reiterdenkmal (Rider Monument) high on Robert
Mugabe Avenue in central Windhoek is a case in point. Inaugurated in 1912 by Dr Theodore Seitz, then governor of
German South-West Africa, it celebrated the so-called victory of the Schutztruppen (“The Protection Army”) over the
indigenous Ovaherero and Nama. Today, however, and as
William Kentridge’s installation The Black Box/Chambre
Noir has so hauntingly intimated, this victory is widely
viewed as the first genocide of the long 20th century. Indeed, the very “roots” of this monument bury themselves into the site of one of the many concentration
camps where thousands of Ovaherero and
Nama were wilfully wasted to death in the aftermath of military hostilities.
Sparking intensive political and media debate,
in August 2009 the Rider Monument was wrapped

Inauguration of Reiterdenkmal
Monument, 1912.
Source: Namibia National Archives, Windhoek

in bubble wrap and hoisted away into storage. In 2010, it
was re-sited some 50 metres away in front of the museum
at the Alte Feste – a fort built by the Schutztruppen in
1889–90 “as a stronghold to preserve peace and order be
tween the rivaling Namas and Hereros” [sic] (onsite plaque
inscription).
Seen in isolation, the removal of the Reiterdenkmal may
have heartened those who have called for a “decolonization of the mind” in today’s Namibia. Indeed, as J. Zeller
argued in an article in The Namibian in 2008, the new site
in front of the museum at the Alte Feste seems optimal as
“a place and space for critical memory politic”. However,
seen in the context of the construction of the mammoth
Independence Memorial Museum on the very site formally
occupied by the Reiterdenkmal, the move has been alternatively interpreted as a further episode in the unilateral
recolonization of Namibia’s symbolic and heritage space
by Swapo, the political party and former liberation movement.
The jury is still out, but added to other (in)famous examp

les (including Heroes Acre, the military museum at Okahandja, the new State House) – all constructed by North
Korean companies – the Reiterdenkmal/Independence Memorial Museum episode has caused some to talk of Swapo’s
Pyongyang-ization of space, while others have expressed
concern over an increasing undercurrent of potentially exclusionary politics in the production of monumental space
in Namibia today. n
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Groups of young men running after trucks that have come to dispose
of waste in open dumps. Or dirty children picking materials amidst
the smoke and stench of the garbage. These images of waste-picking
fit the common perception that African cities are dysfunctional.
But African cities do function – only not in the ways planners and
development experts expect them to.

Beyond Dysfunctionality:

Recycling
in Kaduna

is a constant, complex but
structured flow of individuals and materials. Waste-picking and informal sector recycling generally takes place in
various settings and involves a wide range of interconnected actors.
Kaduna is a declining industrial town in north-central
Nigeria. Apart from the general economic crisis facing the
cities across the country, in Kaduna the problem has been
compounded by a spate of ethno-religious crises in recent
years, which have driven investors to nearby Abuja, Nige
ria’s capital. However, some factories remain, including a
car assembly plant, construction companies and others
producing beer, soft drinks, building materials and house
hold products.
The story of solid waste management in Kaduna is a familiar one. There is no formal waste sorting or recycling;
not all the waste produced is collected; and waste is disBehind the seeming chaos
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posed of in open dumps and even illegally in public spaces.
Figures obtained from the government put the amount of
biodegradable waste produced per day in Kaduna at 2.1
tons, while non-degradable waste amounts to 8.2 tons per
day. The latter, comprising mainly metal, paper, plastic and
glass, forms the bulk of the material found in the informal
recycling sector.
The informal sector has positioned itself to target waste

at specific crucial points: households, streets and other pub
lic spaces, dumps and factories. The household is a major
source of waste. An informal waste-sorting system has emer
ged largely through the activities of itinerant waste-pickers,
known locally as mai kwalabe, whose main area of operation is high-density low-income areas. Mai kwalabe is a
Hausa word meaning someone who deals in bottles. While
old bottles used to be the only material collected, the busi-
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A yan bola in Kaduna, a local word referring to young boys who
make money from picking up waste materials from public places.

ving their houses, doing business with the mai kwalabe
may be the only opportunity the women have to engage in
an economic activity.
Another group deserving of

» An informal waste-sorting system has
emerged largely through the activities of
itinerant waste-pickers, known locally as mai
kwalabe’[…] a Hausa word meaning someone
who deals in bottles.«
ness has expanded to include items such as second-hand
shoes and aluminium cooking pots. The collectors advertise themselves by chanting mai kwalabe on the streets.
When they find a customer, the materials are assessed and
the price negotiated with households. The price is generally
not much, since people are happy to get rid of the waste.
In some cases, children also gather used perfume and
body-cream bottles to sell to mai kwalabe. The children
are offered a little cash or sweets in exchange. In households where Islamic injunctions prevent women from lea-

mention is what I call “op
portunistic waste-pickers”, children between the ages of five
and ten. They sort and keep waste, particularly plastics and
light metal from their own homes and from neighbours,
and sell to middlemen in their neighbourhood.
Public spaces, ranging from streets to markets and business premises, are another important source of materials for
waste-pickers.
One important and active group is the almajiri, Muslim
children in Koranic schools. Parents bring children to
such schools from the age of four or five and leave them
with a mallam or Islamic scholar to study the Koran. The
mallam is supposed to provide accommodation and food,
but in many cases they fail to fulfil their obligations. It is
common to see almajiri begging on the streets, but the more
resourceful among them have taken to waste-picking to feed
themselves. Almajiri sell their materials, mainly light metals and plastics, to middlemen.
As noted earlier, the official waste disposal system is open
dumping. Waste from households and factories is dumped
at two sites in the city. There is no official sorting, but some
of the personnel working for the waste-disposal contractors sort and pick waste. Waste-pickers are also allowed to
come on to the dump sites to scavenge. These groups of
pickers also sell to middlemen.
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Children waste-pickers eagerly awaiting the result
as they put their load on the scale.



The factories and companies are a huge source of waste materials.

The major actors here are former waste-pickers who have
made enough money to become middlemen. In many cases, the companies call the middlemen to come and buy
or collect the waste materials. There are different kinds of
arrangements for different companies. For example, when
middlemen go to buy scrap metal from Sunglass Bottles,
they also sell bottles to the plant. The waste, once bought,
is sorted into various categories: tin, steel, special metal,
caterpillar and glass.
Some of these materials are sold locally to artisans, but
most of the waste is transported to recycling companies
across the country. If the middleman has no links with a
recycling company, he can sell his materials to an agent at
the gate, but at a lower price than the recycling company
offers. The agent then sells the materials to the company.
Agents are individuals with enough capital to buy huge
quantities of waste material directly from the waste-producing companies or from middlemen. Some middlemen
with enough capital also double as agents.
The above account depicts a system with an apprecia-

ble level of connectivity and interdependence. Particular
types of waste are picked from specific places by specific
actors. Age and gender are determinants. Children dominate the lower end of the chain. There is no female wastepicker or “middlewoman”.
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Actors are intrinsically linked from the beginning of the
chain to the end. The producers of waste – households and
companies – have established links with the waste-pickers. It is common for a resident to refer to my mai kwalabe.
Waste-pickers are the link between generators of waste and
middlemen, while middlemen link waste-pickers to the final
end-users, the recycling plants. The link between waste-

»While people become waste-pickers
primarily to earn a living, informal sector
recycling has broader implications
for urban liveability and environmental
sustainability.«
pickers and middlemen is particularly interesting and provides some sense of continuity since, in many cases, it is
waste-pickers that eventually become middlemen.
waste-pickers primarily to earn a
living, informal sector recycling has broader implications
for urban liveability and environmental sustainability. If a
major aim of municipal solid waste management is to move
up the waste hierarchy, then informal sector recycling is
making valuable contributions by limiting the amount of
waste going for final disposal. In the case of Kaduna, it is only
the informal sector that is performing this function. n
While people become
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3 Questions for
NAI researcher
jenny cadstedt
PhD holder in human geography

Land
formalization
in Tanzania
Jenny Cadstedt joined the Urban Dynamics research
cluster in August 2010. Her particular interest is
land formalization and settlement upgrading in
urban Tanzania.
Q: What do you find interesting about land formalization
in Tanzania?
A: Formalization or regularization of land in so-called infor
mal or unplanned settlements in urban areas is not a re
cent government measure for tackling the development of
informal settlements, nor is it specific to Tanzania. However,
over the last decade there has been increasing emphasis in
the international policy agenda on land formalization, not
only as a policy to improve housing or urban planning in
cities, but also as a way to improve the economic situation
of the residents. One source of inspiration is De Soto´s
idea of “the dead capital of the poor”, in which the basic
assumption is that poor people do have a number of assets,
including land and houses. If these are formally recognized,
the assumption is that they can be used to generate capital.
However, I am interested in studying the situation of groups
that do not own houses but rent their accommodation, in rela
tion to both formalization and the upgrading of urban areas.
Q: Why does one need to study different groups of citizens
in the governing processes of informal settlements?
A: Governing is a wide term and can have many aspects.
What I am interested in is the different ideas on how so-cal
led informal or unplanned settlements are to be handled
and improved and how these ideas fit (or not) with the reallife situation. It is clear that settlements are inhabited by
dwellers living in many different situations and under diffe
rent conditions. These will impact how they perceive vari
ous measures and the effects the measures will have on
their situation. There are naturally many variables that af
fect people´s housing and living conditions, from their eco
nomic situation to age and gender, not to mention whether
they are tenants renting part of a private house or are pri
vate house owners.
Q:Could you describe the housing situation for tenants in
urban Tanzania?
A: Tenants in private housing is the dominating rental form.
It is common for a household to rent one or more rooms in
a house, in which there will be other households renting
and where the landlord sometimes also lives. This means
that households share facilities such as toilets and outdoor
space for domestic chores, etc. An essential difference bet
ween renters and owners of their own accommodation is
that the latter can use the house as an income generator by
letting rooms or using it for business activities. As a tenant,
rent is a regular expense that can be a burden for those
with irregular and/or insecure incomes. The form of hou
sing tenure, for example whether one rents or owns the ac
commodation, can influence other aspects of behaviour,
such as one’s attachment to the settlement and if one has
a strategy to move or to stay. n

A vuvuzela seller
outside the Royal Bafokeng
Stadium on 26 June, 2010
in Rustenburg, South Africa.
Only a minority of South
Africa’s informal street vendors
benefitted from the 2010
FIFA World Cup.

World Cup losers – the urban poor
Hosting international mega-events does not necessarily benefit
the urban poor. In the case of the World Cup 2010 held in South
Africa, disadvantaged groups were mostly excluded from
potential economic benefits.
This is one of the lessons drawn in a Policy Note entitled The World Cup
2010 and the Urban Poor – World Class Cities for All?, written by nai resear
cher Ilda Lindell and Master’s students Kyle-Nathan Verboomen and Maria
Hedman from the University of Stockholm.
By promoting an image of modern and orderly cities, the South African
government hoped to attract foreign investment and generate economic
growth. For the urban poor, however, reality proved very different.
Construction and renewal projects in accordance with the regulations
of FIFA, the international football association, led to the relocation of tens
of thousands of informal vendors. Corporate rights holders like McDo
nald’s and Coca Cola were given nearly exclusive access to profit oppor
tunities.
According to FIFA’s Rights Protection Programme, the informal sector
is to be given opportunities to benefit from the events. In advance of the
tournament, a select number of informal vendors were to be properly
trained by FIFA delegates and provided access to demarcated zones. In
reality, only a very small number of street vendors received help, and un
der strict conditions.
In the municipality of eThekwini, Durban, most of existing 25,000 infor
mal traders were permanently removed from their sites as a result of in
terventions related to the World Cup. These included vendors operating
at the beach front market, which had been in existence for 20 years. Only
500 vending stands were available to a select cast of informal traders.
Campaigns by street vendor organizations to pressure local authorities
into providing fair benefits for all had little effect.
All the relevant actors – from local governments to international donors
– must come to terms with the realities of African cities, conclude the
writers of the Policy Note. Informal housing and livelihoods, rather than
being viewed as symptoms of abnormal urban development, should be
acknowledged as an important and integral part of the African city. n
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Dobet Gnahoré, from Côte d’Ivoire,
and her band performed together
during the opening ceremony.

Ambassador S.R. Makgetla, Unity Dow, Tolu Ogunlesi, Chenerai Hove,

Elieshi Lema, Chris Abani, Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Sefi Atta, Ondjaki and Lesego
Rampolokeng collectively cut the green ribbon to the accompaniment of a
vuvuzela fanfare during the opening of the Africa stand.

Lesego Rampolokeng is a poet,

musician, playwright and oral poet. He is
a keen observer of power and injustice in
his native South Africa and worldwide.

Somali author and feminist Nuruddin Farah in conversation
with Carin Norberg, NAI director. His novels often deal with
women’s role in society and he argues that gender studies
have to include relations between men and women.

Africa
Christian Epanya from Cameroon has published three

children’s books, which he has illustrated as well as written.
One of them, Le taxi-brousse de Papa Diop, has become a
huge success. Many seminars explored the predicaments of
publishing literature for children in Africa and stressed the
importance of access by children to literature depicting
everyday life in Africa.

South African Nobel Prize laureate Nadine Gordimer

together with author Per Wästberg. Nadine Gordimer is
actively engaged in protesting against her country’s new
media laws. While visiting the fair, she made an official
appeal against the new laws that will limit freedom of
speech in the nation.

Apart from being an author, Kopano

Matlwa is a medical doctor trained at
the University of Cape Town. In spring
2010, she was awarded the Wole
Soyinka Prize for Literature in Africa.
Her second novel, Spilt Milk, was
published the same year.

Tahar Ben Jelloun is from Morocco
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and his latest novel, Sur ma mère,
describes the life of his mother, an
old women suffering from dementia.
By describing his mother’s fate, a
picture emerges of the situation of
Moroccan women and the changing
conditions they encountered from the
early 20th century onwards.

Public seminars
related to the Book Fair
Afrikanska historier om kärlek, om krig
Discussions by African Authors following
the Göteborg Book Fair 2010
27 September in Stockholm, Sweden.
Nuruddin Farah (Somalia), Monica Arac
de Nyeko (Uganda), Sefi Atta (Nigeria),
Doreen Baingana (Uganda). Co-arranged
with Afrika 2010 (NAI), Tidskriften
Karavan, Södra Teatern.
Poetry reading by African authors following the Göteborg Book Fair 2010 and
launch of magazine 10TAL’s issue:
“Kenya, Mon Amour”
27 September in Stockholm, Sweden.
Billy Kahora (Kenya), Wambui Mwangi
(Kenya), Shailja Patel (Kenya), Binyavanga
Wainaina (Kenya). Co-arranged with
Tidskriften 10TAL, Afrika 2010 (NAI), ABF,
the Swedish Institute.
Thoughts and ideas about the Book
Fair’s focus on Africa
2 November in Stockholm, Sweden.
Carin Norberg (NAI), Brian James (Sierra
Leone), Tor Sellström (NAI), Lennart
Wohlgemuth (University of Gothenburg,
Sweden). Co-arranged with the Swedish
Development Forum.

has the floor
The Göteborg Book Fair

Photos: sergio santimano

23–26 September in Gothenburg, Sweden

The African theme at the Göteborg Book Fair 2010 was a great success, with 68
African writers from 28 nations participating. A total of 97 053 people came to the
Book Fair and there were more seminars than ever before, attended by the largest
audiences to date. Véronique Tadjo’s words in the catalogue describing the African
theme aptly captured the tone of this year’s Book Fair: “But one thing is for sure:
African literature is now well established, multidimensional and innovative.
Moreover, it has developed from its own tradition.”

During the opening

ceremony, Nigerian
author Sefi Atta
received the Noma
Award 2009 for her
book Lawless and
other stories. She
often writes about
the enforced
silencing of women
in Nigeria. What is
life like for women
who have a voice only
in the domestic
sphere? she asked
during one seminar.

Irene Sabatini is from Zimbabwe

but is currently living in Geneva.
She spoke about writing on Africa
from abroad. During the fair, it
became evident that there are now
African authors who are not afraid
to problematize notions of national
borders, culture and identity.

One of 2010’s most acclaimed

authors from Africa was Petina Gappah
from Zimbabwe. In her debut book An
Elegy for Easterly, she focuses on the
political absurdities that affect her
characters as they struggle to cope
under the regime of
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Robert Mugabe.

NAI Guest Writer / brian james

Into My Mind

I

sit before my computer, fingers poised over keyboard. My headphones are on and the enchanting
strains of Mozart’s Hostias fill my ears. The footfalls
along the corridor outside my office sound further
away than they actually are. As I stare at the blank
screen, a chill runs through me. It is a chill that co
mes not from the gloominess of the grey clouds outside, nor
from the streaks of rain that leave slanting patterns on my
window. It is the chill of promise that comes with the beginning of every new story. I revel in it, allowing it to flow from
the core of my soul, through my veins and into my fingertips.
Once again I have a story to tell. And there is no better feel
ing in the world.
I stare at the screen, trying to decide how to begin. Do I
start with the mixed feelings of shock and elation that surged
through me when I realized I had been chosen to be Guest
Writer at the Nordic Africa Institute? Or should my opening
sentence convey my battle with feelings of unease at the pro
spect of being spotlighted on a grand stage for the first time
in my life? There are so many events, so many memories
floating around in my mind’s eye like ethereal life forms.
They each demand my equal attention.

*
at the Göteborg Book Fair. I am minuscule,
engulfed by its massive scale. Never before have I seen so
many books in one place, or so many African writers. Some
faces I recognize from the back covers of books. Others are
new to me, but the sparkle of ferocious intelligence in their
eyes is impossible to miss. I sit on a stage along with five of
the sharpest minds in contemporary literature from Africa.
I stare back at the throng of people that have paid to hear us
speak. I wonder if they can sense the nervousness that I am
trying so hard to hide. I normally avoid speaking, much pre
ferring the security and solitude of putting my thoughts into
writing. But as I begin, I am energized by the rapt attention
of the audience and the encouraging nods of the latest winner of the Noma award, Sefi Atta, who is sitting beside me.
Afterwards, Chris Abani, another panellist and renowned
Nigerian novelist walks up to me beaming.
“Na you, now”, he says, affecting an exaggerated pidgin
accent as he pumps my hand. I am not sure what he means,
but I take it as a compliment.
I see myself

*

The memory dissolves and is replaced by a crackling fire

place. I sit at dinner with my host Stefan Helgesson and his
family in their cosy suburban home. The décor is tastefully
understated. The piano, guitar and xylophone seem to fill
the room with music of their own accord. It is a music that
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I feel rather than hear. Shoes are off, conversation is light
and the food that Stefan has cooked is lovely. I am filled with
all manner of warmth from top to toe. I cannot say that there
are many places in which I feel straightaway at home, but
this is certainly one of them.
*
swirl constantly around me, I
see myself walking into a magnificent cathedral in Åbo, Fin
land, speaking in a whisper without really knowing why. I
see myself reading some of my work at the local library, and
then touring the city. Icy wind slashes my cheeks. My foot
steps are hurried, for the cold is like a living thing, biting
through wool, flesh and bone.
Thankfully, I return to Uppsala, where the weather is not
so harsh. When I am not being interviewed and photogra
phed by journalists, or giving a talk at a local radio station,
I am at the Nordic Africa Institute. Almost from the beginning I am struck by the atmosphere of polite friendliness on
the surface and the deeper sense of family and mutual respect. The bedroom, massage chair and practically compul
sory Wednesday breakfasts are new and foreign to me. I am
constantly startled by one of the Swedish researcher’s level
of knowledge of Sierra Leone, which is perhaps greater than
my own. It takes me a while to get accustomed to his mastery
of the krio language and his insistence on speaking it with
me every time we run into each other.
Among the memories that

*

Mostly, I am given space to focus on the reason for which

I am here. My desk is littered with books that I have greedily
snatched from the virtual labyrinth that is the NAI library.
When I am not poring over inspiring works of literature from
across the African continent, I am immersed in the universe that I have created, that I am trying to transfer on to
the page. I do this without the nagging apprehension of
sudden power failure, without the physically draining heat
of the African sun and without the constant cacophony of
the main streets of Freetown.
*

to my wife and son back
home. The gentleness of her smile and the eruption of his
childish laugh reverberate in my thoughts. It has been months
since I last saw them and my longing is like an almost physical ache within my soul. But we understand that I must
do what I do, even if it takes me across the world. My fingers
begin to race across the keyboard. Hostias et preces tibi
Domine ... I settle into my rhythm. Like all stories, this one
must be told. I write not because I choose to, but because I
am compelled. n
My mind constantly returns

librarY / åsa lund moberg
Åsa Lund Moberg is chief librarian of the Nordic Africa Institute

Balancing the
flow of information
The information flow between the North and the South
is not just a one-way affair, writes NAIs chief librarian
Åsa Lund Moberg. Open Access has made research infor
mation available on a larger scale but also contributed to
a growing interest in research produced in Africa.
in a development perspective was highlighted in
Sweden thanks to two initiatives in the autumn of 2010. First, the Swedish National
Commission for UNESCO, in cooperation with Sida, held a seminar on Open access
to research and knowledge – are we all winners? Second, the Nordic Africa Institute organized a seminar on Dissemination, Open Access and Africa for Swedish
librarians. This event was partly financed by the National Library of Sweden.
When Open Access issues are viewed from a development perspective, the
focus is often on the information flow from North to South: important sources
and prestigious research journals are locked in expensive e-journal packages
unavailable to developing countries. Open Access is seen as the remedy. But
this focus is problematic for two reasons. First, it is not true that key sources
are unavailable to developing countries. Second, by focusing on the supposed
information flow from the North to the South, the actual flow of information in
both directions is not taken into account.
Peter Lor, visiting professor at the School of Information Studies, University
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, pointed out during the nai seminar that library professionals can contribute to an equal flow of information:
– Librarians do have an advocacy role in terms of information justice, to raise
awareness of information justice aspects in North-South relations and to participate in the debate through your library associations.
The role of Open Access

Photos: Sergio Santimano

The writer Brian James of Sierra Leo-

ne (born 1983) was appointed Nordic Africa
Institute Guest Writer in 2010. His citation
notes that he is ‘a skilful, up-and-coming
story-teller with an acute sense of observation and a capacity for creating memorable
images of terrifying as well as humorous
events’. Three of his short stories have been
published in international anthologies:
“Simple economics” in the Caine Prize antho
logy 2009 entitled Work in progress and
other stories; “Devils at the door” in Dreams,
miracles and jazz, edited by Helon Habila
and Kadija Sesay; and “On the road to Godiva” in Book of Voices, edited by Michael
Butscher.

Information from the South is still underused in academic production.
There is a popular belief that research from the South is of low quality, but Susan Murray from African Journals Online (ajol) tells us otherwise. At the seminar organized by UNESCO and Sida she explained how African published peerreviewed journals have become attractive to Northern publishers:
– Once it is made visible on our platform ajol.info, the journal finds more
readers. Elsevier (the world’s leading science and health publisher) lately took
over three titles from African publishers. It is a mixed success. On the one hand,
the journal and the contributing authors are visible in high-ranking sources.
On the other, it is better to co-publish journals with African publishers, as
most of the publication activity then is left within the country of origin.
Access to scientific information by developing countries is integrated into the
aid business. National, international, business and ngo initiatives offer develo
ping countries access to information published in the North. A seminar series in
Sweden in 2009, “Academic Research Information for Developing Countries”
resulted in a wiki-tool for librarians in support of returning students and resear
chers from developing countries. Acdcwiki.net helps users to navigate the resources available at their home institutions.
The Nordic Africa Institute has an important task in making African-produced
research visible in the Nordic countries. Half the library’s acquisitions are pub
lished in Africa and, through its participation in national portals in the Nordic
countries, the library provides additional channels for African research. n
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communications / birgitta hellmark lindgren
Dr Birgitta Hellmark Lindgren is head of communications at the Nordic Africa Institute
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Open Access
is here to stay
When one juxtaposes the pros and cons of Open Access, the advantages of publishing
in Open Access journals and open digital archives certainly outweigh its challenges,
writes Birgitta Hellmark Lindgren, head of communications at NAI. Academic research
available online for free is without doubt here to stay.
Web-based Open Access archives have made it possible to

make research accessible to anyone, anywhere and at any
time. At NAI, we are therefore encouraging our researchers
to publish in open access journals or open digital archives
whenever feasible, and are supporting them in doing so.
At the moment, some 500 titles in full text published by NAI
are available for free in the digital archive DiVA.
For an institute such as NAI there are several reasons for
adopting an Open Access policy. First, we understand Open
Access as further strengthening the visibility, usage and im
pact of our research. The more people gain unlimited access
to research, the greater its visibility, dissemination, usage
and impact. A reported growth in the frequency of citations
for Open Access-published publications is a strong incentive for both our researchers and the Institute.
Second, since many publishers allow authors to deposit

a copy of their article in an open archive as soon as it has
been accepted, the period from acceptance of an article to
its publication is reduced. Third, researchers who publish
in Open Access journals retain copyright and can freely de
cide how the material can be used (for example, in teaching).
Fourth, we believe that research financed with public
money should benefit the public. Most of the traditional
journals charge high subscriptions and reap major profits.
Universities and institutes of higher education must pay a
great deal of money to access research they have already
financed. An example: Swedish libraries annually pay SEK
90 million for access to journals from a single publisher,
Elsevier.
And finally, Open Access affords improved opportunities to highlight the work of African researchers. Open Access publishing (open archives and journals) is rapidly
growing in countries such as South Africa, Nigeria, Bot46

swana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Ghana, Mozambique and Senegal.
The fastest growing Open Access repositories are located
in Egypt.
Unfortunately, a couple of misunderstandings seem to

surface now and again in the debate. It is important to stress
that Open Access-publishing is not a way of self-publishing
that escapes peer review. And although Open Access journals and open digital archives are freely accessible, they
should not be equated with popular publishing. Even if the
material is freely and easily accessible, it might not be very
accessible in style.
Yet there are several challenges facing Open Access. One
consequence of Open Access-publishing is that the cost of
the peer reviews, selection and editing processes cannot be
supported by traditional subscription fees. That could imply that the costs for the editorial process might shift from
the journals to the authors. On the other hand, there might
be future funding available due to reduced printing costs
and decreasing subscription fees.
Many commercial publishers are also hesitant about
publishing Open Access books since they fear that their
sales will be negatively affected. However, it is not just articles that are spread farther afield through Open Access
– the same is true of books. Freely accessible scholarly books
could also result in increased sales. Most people prefer
printed books or e-books adapted to read pads to printing
or reading a pdf from a computer screen.
Currently, some 5,300 of the world’s approximately 25,000
scientific journals provide Open Access. Thus, roughly onefifth of the annual production of new scientific articles is
Open Access, a share that is rapidly growing. Whatever the
future challenges might be, Open Access is here to stay. n

The Claude Ake Visiting Chair 2010
Yacob Arsano

The way in which the waters of the River Nile are distributed is a contentious issue. Yacob Arsano, holder
of the Claude Ake Visiting Chair in 2010, is convinced
that the water will be used in an equitable and
reasonable manner in the future.
is a commitment by the countries of the Nile
Basin to cooperate and reform their water-management systems.
The Nile Basin states have accepted a shared vision of the cooperative use
and management of the Nile waters through the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI).
They have agreed to work out an action plan for establishing and enhancing
shared benefits through multipurpose projects for the shared waters of the
Nile. Facilitation offices and organizational structures have been established.
Throughout human history, a quest for water “distribution” has been a potential source of conflict. Yacob Arsano, however, argues that the countries of
the Nile Basin can amicably use their shared Nile waters. Shared waters can
better serve as a catalyst for cooperation rather than conflict and war, he says.
The ten countries in the Nile Basin have yet to decide whether they want to
sign up to the agreement or not. So far, six countries have done so (Ethiopia,
Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Burundi). Two-thirds of the nine coun
tries (which were involved in negotiations) have agreed to adhere to the legal
instrument (the Cooperative Framework Agreement). This would be enough
to establish a commission, a watchdog to oversee the use of the water flow
ing in the River Nile.
– The Agreement is both on a political and legal level. Negotiations have
been taking place since 1999. Similar water basins around the world have
been studied. All the provisions of the CFA have been approved by all negotia
ting countries apart from one sub-article, Yacob Arsano says.
At present, the two downstream countries of Egypt and Sudan would want to
go by the 1959 bilateral agreement which provided “full utilization” of the Nile
waters just for the two countries. The document outlines how much – in billion
cubic metres – each country is allowed to use. Yacob Arsano argues that the
exact amount of water should be of lesser importance compared to equitable
and reasonable use to all riparian countries.
– Many of the countries could use far less water than today. However, this re
quires that the society as a whole be informed about better water practices. n
What is needed, he argues,

The Claude Ake Visiting Chair

is a collaboration between the Department of Peace and Conflict Research,
Uppsala University and the Nordic Africa Institute. It is funded by the Swedish government in honour of Professor Claude Ake, the prominent African
scholar, philosopher and humanist who died in 1996.

Photo: Birgitta Hellmark Lindgren

Beyond
drops of
water
Yacob Arsano spent the autumn of 2010 in Sweden. He is
an associate professor of political science and international
relations at Addis Ababa University in his native Ethiopia. He
has a PhD in political science from the University of Zurich, spe
cializing in hydropolitics. On 15 December he gave the Claude
Ake Memorial Lecture, entitled “Beyond Drops of Water: Four
Imperatives for Cooperation in the Nile Basin”, in Uppsala.
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2010 Nordic Africa Days

Reconnecting
the continent
Bridging the gap between research and policy is an ongoing process, but the Nordic
Africa Days continue to open space for dialogue and the exploration of new research
areas. In addition, the event provides an opportunity for experienced researchers to
support and develop upcoming researchers and scholars in African studies. Simone
Noemdoe reports on the programme.
Photo: birgitta hellmark lindgren

Time Space Africa: Reconnecting the Continent was the theme of
the conference, hosted
by Åbo Akademi University, Finland. Some
185 academics and development practitioners
from Africa, Europe,
the United States and
the Nordic countries
attended. Key speakers
were Professor Mahmood Mamdani, Professor Paul Nugent and Dr Joyce Nyairo.
In his keynote
speech “Human
However, the two-day conference broke with the tradiRights: The African
tion of a long keynote speech at the opening by screening
Experience and
Sia: The Myth of the Python, directed by Dani Kouyaté
the Way Forward”,
Professor Mahmood from Burkina Faso.
Mamdani reflected
– It was a real honour for me to show my film in this
on various ways in
context.
I think it was also an honour for African cinema.
which society deals
I think it is very interesting and important to build bridges
with conflicts.
between African artists, specially film makers, and people
who are carrying out research in Africa, said Dani Kouyaté.
– I feel the audience was very surprised and very happy
about the experience. A lot of people told me that it was

an original, light and deep moment during the Nordic
Africa Days. This was a very big congratulation for me.
Twenty-two panels explored new ideas and arrived at
fresh perspectives on conflict, gender, land and rural
development issues and rapid urbanization. They also
addressed the constant battle over the impacts of politics
and religion on human development across time and space.
– We are here to discuss space in Africa and the spatial
turn in African studies and this is reflected in Development
Studies, as in other areas. Infrastructure in particular is
something emphasized by the donor community and by
China as the key to African development. The whole deve
lopment agenda has shifted in a spatial direction, said
Dr Paul Nugent, director of African Studies at the University of Edinburgh and one of the leading researchers in
the African Borderlands Research Network.
Dr Olli Ruohomäki of the Finnish Ministry for Foreign
Affairs shared some insights.
– I work on development policy and it is good to have
inputs from academics on the topical issues of peace and
conflict – issues we are struggling
with on a daily basis. The research
gives a body of knowledge to inform
policy, which informs politics and
resource allocation.
Simone Noemdoe

lectures during the Nordic Africa Days
The evolution of African cinema
30 September in Turku, Finland. Dani Kouyaté
(Burkina Faso and Sweden). Co-arranged with
Ministry for Foreign Affairs Finland, European
Science Foundation, ABORNE, University of
Turku, Åbo Akademi.
Making space: Alternative voices and the
search for public virtue in contemporary
Kenyan media
30 September in Turku, Finland. Joyce Nyairo
(The Ford Foundation, Office for Eastern Africa,
Kenya). Co-arranged with Ministry for Foreign
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Affairs Finland, European Science Foundation,
ABORNE, University of Turku, Åbo Akademi.
Human rights: The African experience
and the way forward
1 October in Turku, Finland. Mahmood Mam
dani (Herbert Lehman Professor of Govern
ment in the Department of Anthropology and
Political Science and the School of Internatio
nal and Public Affairs at Columbia University,
USA). Co-arranged with Ministry for Foreign
Affairs Finland, European Science Foundation,
ABORNE, University of Turku, Åbo Akademi.

Should they stay or should they go?
Secessionism and the legacy of colonial
partitioning in African and international
politics
I October in Turku, Finland. Paul Nugent
(University of Edinburgh, UK), Henning Melber
(Director of the Dag Hammarskjöld Founda
tion, Uppsala, Sweden), Pierre Englebert
(Pomona College, USA). Co-arranged with
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland, European
Science Foundation, ABORNE, University of
Turku, Åbo Akademi.

nai-foi lectures 2010

4 Questions for

NAI-FOI Lecture Series
on African Security
held at Sida in
Stockholm, Sweden

gunnar sörbö

senior researcher at the Chr. michelsen Institute, norway

Unconstitutional Changes of Power:
Understanding the Implications for
Democracy and Security in West Africa
9 February. Lecturer: Cyril Obi (NAI).
Discussant: Redie Bereketeab (NAI).
Identity Politics in Africa, the Complexities
of Ethnicity, Religion and Regionalism
18 March. Lecturer Raufu Mustapha
(St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford).
Discussants: Anders Sjögren (NAI), Anne
Kubai (Uppsala University).

Post-Conflict Challenges in Africa:
Case Studies of DDR Processes in Liberia,
Sierra Leone and the DRC
18 May. Lecturers: Olawale Ismail
(Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute) and Henri Boshoff (Institute of
Security Studies, South Africa).
Discussant: Ruben de Koning (Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute).
Nigeria: Dilemmas and Dimensions of
Violence and Conflict
31 May. Lecturer: Darren Kew (McCormack
Graduate School of Policy Studies, Univer
sity of Massachusetts Boston).
Discussant: Cyril Obi (NAI).
Niger Delta Crisis and Security in the
Gulf of Guinea
31 May. Lecturer: Charles Ukeje (Obafemi
Awolowo University, Nigeria).
Discussant: Cyril Obi (NAI).
The Challenges of Democracy, Peace and
Security in the Sudan
1 September. Lecturer: Gunnar Sörbö
(Chr. Michelsen Institute, Norway).
Discussant: Per Karlsson (Sida).
Peacebuilding, and Security in Africa:
The Cases of ECOWAS and ECCAS
12 October. Lecturers: Angela Meyer
(Organization for International Dialogue
and Conflict Management eu-Africa
Working Group, idc, Austria) and
Thomas Jaye (Kofi Annan International
Peacekeeping Training Centre, Ghana).
Securing Africa? Understanding the Role
of US – AFRICOM
9 November. Lecturer: Jeremy Keenan
(School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London).
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The Challenge of Peace Building in
Post-Conflict Africa: Perspectives from
Sierra Leone, Guinea-Bissau and Burundi
11 May. Lecturers: Funmi Olonisakin
(King’s College London) and Patricia Daley
(Jesus College, University of Oxford).

Two South Sudanese women celebrating
after hearing the preliminary result of the independence
referendum, in Juba 30 January, 2011.

“Local conflicts in Sudan may continue to
threaten prospects for sustainable peace”
Gunnar Sörbö of the Chr. Michelsen Institute was one of the lecturers in the NAIFOI lecture series (a cooperation agreement between NAI and the Swedish Defence
Research Agency, foI) on African Security. On 1 September he discussed peace
and security in Sudan. In this follow-up interview, he answers four key questions.
Q: You spoke in your lecture about the way
in which the north or Khartoum has an
ability to play politics, including in
South Sudan. Has the north continued
with this political game?
A: So far, the referendum has proceeded
surprisingly well, partly due, it seems, to the
restraining influence of President Bashir,
who over the last months has promised a
peaceful separation. But there are several
conflict areas that are not resolved. Among
them is the future status of Abyei. Here we
see how the Khartoum regime is defying the
ruling of the Public Court of Arbitration in
The Hague by using the local Messiriya
Arabs as its allies and proxies. It is too early
to judge whether we will see something si
milar in other hotspots.
Q: You talked about a dominating elite in
Khartoum being able to exert influence
in the south thanks to money and a patron-client system. Are there any signs
among political groups in the south of
an attempt to break this influence?
A: It is also too early to answer this question
but there is reason to believe that even if a
new state is established on the Nile, there
will be a number of links and interdepen

dencies between the two countries, inclu
ding patronage relations. At the same time,
South Sudan has its own share of such pa
trons and we are likely to see the same pat
terns there.
Q: How do you see the future of the external
community’s relations with Sudan in
terms of peace-building efforts?
A: It will be very important for the internatio
nal community to also be active in North
Sudan, which may be very adversely affec
ted by the separation. It is not unlikely that
we will see greater instability in the north,
which may also affect the prospects for longterm peace in the south.
Q: Now that the referendum has taken place, in what way, if at all, will the external
community address and deal with the local violence in South Sudan?
A: The international community is rarely able
to address local violence because it is gene
rally not seen as their task. Rather, it is seen
as an “inconvenience” which we try to work
around. I expect no changes here, but will
repeat my warning that local conflicts in
Sudan may continue to threaten the pro
spects for sustainable peace. n
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forthcoming in 2011
‘This well-written research-based text offers fascinating
insights into the complexities of children’s migrant
experiences in West Africa. Based on ethnographic
research in the rural sending communities as well as
interviews at the migrant destinations, Hashim and
Thorsen use in-depth empirical examples in order to place
children’s accounts at the centre of their analysis. A timely,
comprehensive and engaging book which illuminates the
diversity and challenges of understanding the processes of
children’s migration.’
Dr Samantha Punch, University of Stirling

Child Migration in Africa

February 2011, Pb 9781848134560

Child

Child Migration in Africa explores the
mobility of children without their pa
Migration
In AfricA
rents within West Africa. Drawing on
the experiences of children from rural
Burkina Faso and Ghana, the book
provides rich material on the circums
tances of children’s voluntary migra
tion and their experiences of it. Their
Iman HashiM and Dorte Thorsen
accounts challenge the normative ide
africanow
als about a ‘good’ childhood that often
underlie public debates about child
ren’s migration, education and work in developing countries.
‘Without either romanticising children’s resilience or disregarding
their agency, Child Migration in Africa places children’s voices
and views at the centre of a careful and cogent analysis. Original,
intelligent and accessible, it adds significantly to current academic
and policy debate on childhood, migration and mobility.’
Professor Julia O’Connell Davidson, University of Nottingham

Child Migration in Africa explores the mobility of children without their parents within
West Africa. Providing rich material on the circumstances of children’s voluntary
migration, the book challenges the normative ideals of what a ‘good’ childhood is,
which often underlie public debate.
Drawing on the experiences of children from rural Burkina Faso and Ghana, Hashim
and Thorsen show that social networks operate in ways that can be both enabling
and constraining for young migrants, as can cultural views on age- and genderappropriate behaviour. The book questions easily made assumptions regarding
children’s experiences when migrating independently of their parents and contributes
to analytical and cross-cultural understandings of childhood.
Part of the groundbreaking Africa Now series,
Child Migration in Africa is an important and timely
contribution to an under-researched area.

Iman HashiM and
Dorte Thorsen

Africa Now is an exciting new series published by Zed Books in
association with NAI. Featuring high-quality, cutting-edge research
from leading academics, the series will address the big issues confronting Africa today. Accessible but in-depth and wide-ranging,
Africa Now will engage with the critical political, economic, sociological and development debates affecting the continent, shedding
new light on pressing concerns.

africanow Child Migration In AfricA

Iman Hashim and Dorte Thorsen
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The Rise of China and India
in Africa: Challenges,
Opportunities and Critical
Interventions
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In recent years, China and India
have become the most important
THE
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economic partners of Africa,
leaving an ever more apparent
&
footprint and transforming
IN
FANTU CHERU CYRIL OBI
Africa’s international relations in
africanow
a dramatic way. Although the
overall impact of China’s and
India’s engagement in Africa has been positive in the short-term,
little research exists on the actual impact of China’s and India’s
growing involvement on Africa’s economic transformation. This
book examines in detail the opportunities and challenges posed
by the increasing presence of China and India in Africa, and
proposes critical interventions that African governments must
undertake in order to negotiate with China and India from a
stronger and more informed position.
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Ilda Lindell (ed.)

Africa’s Informal Workers:
Collective Agency, Alliances
and Transnational
Organizing in Urban Africa
238 pp, Pb 9781848134522

Africa’s Informal Workers explo
res the deepening processes of
informalization and casualiza
tion of work that are changing
livelihood opportunities and
conditions in Africa and beyond.
In doing so, the book addresses
the collectively organized respon
ses to these changes, presenting them as an important dimen
sion of the contemporary politics of informality in Africa. It goes
beyond the usual focus on household “coping strategies” and
individual forms of agency by addressing the growing number
of collective organizations through which informal “workers”
make themselves visible and articulate their demands and inte
rests. The emerging picture is that of a highly diverse landscape
of organized actors, reflecting the great diversity of interests in
the informal economy.
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Cyril Obi and Siri Aas Rustad (eds)

Oil and Insurgency in the Niger
Delta: Managing the Complex
Politics of Petroviolence
February 2011, Pb 9781848138070

The recent escalation in the violent
conflict in the Niger Delta has brought
the region to the forefront of interna
tional energy and security concerns.
This book analyses the causes, dyna
mics and politics underpinning oil-re
lated violence in the Niger Delta regi
on of Nigeria. It focuses on the drivers
of the conflict, as well as the ways the
crises spawned by the political economy of oil and contra
dictions within Nigeria’s ethnic politics have contributed to the
transformation of the initial, poorly coordinated and largely
non-violent protests into a pan-Delta insurgency.
Prosper B. Matondi, Kjell Havnevik
and Atakilte Beyene (eds)

Biofuels, Land Grabbing and
Food Security in Africa
June 2011, Pb 9781848138780

Energy crises and climate change
have given rise to global demands for
alternative non-fossil fuels. This has
led to a rapid increase in investment
in liquid biofuel production based on
agricultural feedstocks such as sugar
cane. Most African governments see
biofuels as a means to increase agri
cultural productivity and export inco
mes and thus to strengthen national economies, improve ener
gy balances and enhance rural employment. At the same time,
climate change could be addressed by reducing green house
gas emissions. There are, however, a number of uncertainties
in this scenario that may challenge its validity. Using in-depth
African case studies, this book addresses this knowledge gap
by examining the impacts of large-scale biofuel production on
African agriculture, especially in terms of food security and the
outsourcing of vital lands.

PUBLISHED BY THE INSTITUTE IN 2010

African Feminist Politics of Knowledge: Tensions,
Challenges, Possibilities
232 pp, 978-91-7106-662-6

This book aims to expose the dilemmas and conflicts
feminist researchers and practitioners living and work
ing in the Global South have to deal with on a daily
basis. It seeks to disentangle some of the dilemmas,
tensions, challenges and possibilities of feminist
research and activism in the context of the cultures,
practices and expectations of university bureaucracies,
donor agencies and North-South collaboration.
Maria Eriksson Baaz and Maria Stern

The Complexity of Violence:
A critical analysis of sexual violence in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

What reforms are needed so that the AU can realize its
new ambitions? Will the AU evolve into a supranational
organization or remain an inter-governmental institution?
How can the EU or other partners contribute to the AU’s
development?
in swedish
96 pp, 978-91-7106-673-2

The book contains pictures of and biographical notes
on all the African authors who visited the 2010
Göteborg Book Fair. The introduction is by NAI director
Carin Norberg, the biographical notes are by Anita
Theorell, while Henning Mankell and Véronique Tadjo
have written their personal reflections.
Marianne Andersson and Åsa Lund Moberg (eds)

This report, the first in Sida’s gender-based violence
series, draws on an original case study, including exten
sive interviews with members of the armed forces in the
DRC. By critically exploring and convincingly challenging
existing stereotypes and narratives about sexual violence
in conflict settings, the authors reveal the need for a
nuanced understanding of Sexual and Gender-Based
Violence (SGBV), including its invisible victims. Their
analysis transcends reductionist explanations that sepa
rate SGBV from other forms of violence afflicting war-torn
societies and haunting postwar contexts. The publication
provides invaluable insights into the complex circum
stances in which SGBV occurs.

148 pp, 978-91-7106-672-5

Tanzania in Transition: From Nyerere to Mkapa
284 pp, 978-9987-08-086-1
Co-published with Mkuki na Nyota Publishers Ltd.

This book is the first comprehensive attempt to under
stand the character of the important societal transitions
that occurred in Tanzania during Benjamin Mkapa’s pre
sidency (1995–2005). The analyses of the trajectory of
these transitions are made against the background of
the development model of Tanzanian’s first president,
Julius Nyerere (1961–85), a model with lasting influence
on the country. This approach brings to light the conti
nuities and discontinuities in Tanzania over time in areas
such as development strategy, assistance and ideology;
agrarian-land and forestry policy; gender policy; economic
liberalization; corruption and political change.
Geert Laporte and James Mackie (eds)

Edited by

Akosua Adomako Ampofo and Signe Arnfred

www.sida.se

African Feminist Politics
of Knowledge

Att studera Afrika: vägar till källorna

Page 1 of 5

The reedited edition of this work is published only elec
tronically. Individual chapters can be downloaded with
out charge from the Swedish digital archive for scientific
publications, DiVA. Att studera Afrika is a guide to African
studies, particularly the social sciences. Both printed
and internet-based sources of information are covered
in this new, comprehensively updated edition. There are
full introductions to the literature in the following fields:
history, political science and economy. The book is chiefly
aimed at students and researchers, but will also be of
value to teachers, journalists and librarians.

Rob Watts

21 Fieldsend Road
Cheam, Surrey SM3 8PA

tel.: 020 3132 7313
mob.: 07913 941140

Working Paper on Gender Based Violence, May 2010

The Complexity of Violence:

A critical analysis of sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

Mai Palmberg and Carita Backström (eds)

KulTur i Afrika: Bildkonst, film, teater, musik,
litteratur och dans
303 pp, 978-91-86307-25-7
Co-published with Bokförlaget Tranan

This book offers a different encounter with Africa, namely
through its contemporary art and culture. The book con
tains African voices from the worlds of literature, theatre,
music, dance, cinema and pictorial art over the last
decades. It is about dreams, love and betrayal, Africa’s
cultural heritage, multiple identities, dictatorial rulers,
the state of the world and questions of tradition and
modernity. The editors have included material from meet
ings with practising artists and have invited researchers
to write overviews and analyses. In further support of
new explorations of Africa’s culture, the book also con
tains tips on books, web pages, magazines and cultural
festivals.

ECDPM Policy and Management Report, 18
117 pp, 978-90-72908-42-1

What’s culture got to do with it?

Ett annorlunda möte med Afrika

genom dess samtida konst och kultur

mai palmberg (ed.)

här hörs afrikanska röster från de senaste årtiondens litteratur, teater, musik, dans, film
och bildkonst. Det handlar om drömmar, kärlek och svek, Afrikas kulturarv, mångdubbla
identiteter, maktfullkomliga härskare, världens tillstånd och frågor om tradition och
modernitet.
Redaktörerna har valt material från möten med utövande konstnärer och inbjudit forskare
till översikter och analyser. tips på böcker, internetsidor, tidskrifter och kulturfestivaler för
nya vandringar i Afrikas kultur finns i slutet av boken.
Denna bok ges ut i samarbete med Nordiska Afrikainstitutet i Uppsala.

A report from a conference June 15–18, 2009 in Uppsala
76 pp. 978-91-7106-663-3
MAI PAlMbERG är koordinatör för forskningsprogrammet
”cultural Images in and of Africa” 1995-2010 vid Nordiska
Afrikainstitutet i Uppsala. hon har skrivit om musik och
konst i krisens Zimbabwe, befrielsekampen i södra Afrika
med mera.

chris saunders (ed.)

cARItA bAckstRöM är kulturjournalist, specialiserad på
litteratur, teater och dans. hon har för Finlands radio gjort
dokumentärer från olika delar av världen, bland annat från
somalia, Ghana och sydafrika, samt presenterat afrikanska
författare.

Documenting Liberation Struggles
in Southern Africa
Bokförlaget tranan

Select papers from the Nordic Africa Documentation Project
workshop 26–27 November 2009, Pretoria, South Africa
120 pp, 978-91-7106-671-8
9 789186 307257

Redigerad av Mai Palmberg och carita backström

Workshop reports
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Building the African Union: An assessment
of past progress and future prospects for the
African Union’s institutional architecture
The report is a joint effort by the Nordic Africa Institute
and the European Centre for Development Policy Manage
ment. It comprises a collection of the papers presented
by African and European policy-makers and researchers
at a seminar in Uppsala in 2009. A list of concrete actions
for strengthening the AU is provided, as is an analysis of
the role of the EU in supporting the AU’s institutional
development. A number of related questions are raised:

Tensions, Challenges, Possibilities

Afrika har ordet

76 pp, 978-91-586-4135-8
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Policy Notes

This series aims to address topical issues
in and about Africa by providing in-depth
research-based analysis relevant for Africa
and for the global community. This is an
occasional peer-reviewed series, which is
endorsed internally and reviewed externally.
Publications have an individual ISBN to
facilitate citation.

NAI Policy Notes is a series of short briefs
on policy issues relevant to Africa today.
Aimed at professionals working within aid
agencies, ministries of foreign affairs, Ngos
and the media, these reports aim to inform
public debate and to generate input into the
sphere of policymaking. The writers are researchers and scholars engaged in African
issues and are drawn from several disciplines. Most have an institutional connection
to the Nordic Africa Institute or its research
networks. To ensure the accuracy and relevance of the reports, the Nordic Africa
Institute welcomes input and suggestions
from readers, particularly policy-makers. Each
Policy Note has a unique ISBN to facilitate
citation.

44 Mats Hårsmar
Understanding Poverty in Africa?
A Navigation through Disputed Concepts,
Data and Terrains
54 pp, 978-91-7106-668-8
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In any international comparison, sub-Saharan
Africa is the region with the most pervasive
poverty. The study of African societies
requires the study of numerous dynamics,
processes and situations with links to
poverty issues. Recent methodological
innovations hold that research into poverty
should be multidimensional, dynamic and
cross-disciplinary. But how can such research
be undertaken? This volume comprises two
separate articles. The first provides an
overview of major conceptual positions on
poverty. The second article is an empirical
study of recent poverty developments in
Tanzania and Burkina Faso.

The social infrastructures
of city Life in contemporary Africa
abdoumaliq simone

NAI Discussion Papers present work in
progress, such as new ideas and interim
results from NAI research on Africa, and are
circulated to stimulate discussion and
critical comment. Endorsed and reviewed
internally, the papers have an individual
ISBN to facilitate citation.

By Mats Hårsmar

Over the last few years, there has been both talk about and action regarding the long-term
neglect of agriculture in development. An agricultural revival has occurred, with African governments committing themselves to spending at least 10 per cent of their budgets on agriculture. Donors such as the World Bank and many bilateral organizations are refocusing on
the sector. This is partly due to the prevalence of rural poverty in sub-Saharan Africa as well
as in South Asia.
Despite this, the debate on the appropriate role of agriculture in economic growth lingers on
among academics and policymakers. In particular, agriculture’s contribution to broader economic growth is questioned. Should growth be driven by agriculture or by something else?

ISSN 1654-6695
ISBN 978-91-7106-676-3

Recent empirical studies and earlier theoretical work demonstrate that growth in the agricultural sector has contributed more to poverty reduction than growth in non-agricultural sectors. This paper discusses this issue and highlights some of the preconditions for the achievement of this outcome.

focusing on poverty reduction in low-income countries
should make agriculture growth a central concern. Total
aid flows to this sector have increased in recent years.
However, according to OECD statistics, Nordic countries, and Sweden in particular, have not followed this
course.1
It is well-known that most of the poor people of the
world, especially those in sub-Saharan Africa, live in rural
areas, and are preoccupied with agriculture, often subsistence agriculture. According to recent estimates, about
76 per cent of the world’s poor live in rural areas – at a
time when half the world’s population lives in cities. In
sub-Saharan Africa, 70 per cent of the poor live in the
rural areas. Moreover, some 80 per cent of all reductions
in poverty come from reduced rural poverty (Ravaillon
et al. 2007). However, even though poor people may be
concentrated in one economic sector, it is not evident that
poverty reduction will always be achieved through growth
1. http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DatasetCode=CRSNEW, accessed
2010-09-14.

This issue in the Policy Notes series was initiated by the NAI-research cluster on Globalization, Trade and Regional Integration. The purpose of the Policy Notes series is to engage in a public debate and a policy dialogue on current African issues
informed by research taking place at the Nordic Africa Institute. For more information or comments on this issue contact
Fantu.Cheru@nai.uu.se or the series editor Birgitta.Hellmark-Lindgren@nai.uu.se
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Why is agriculture so important
to reducing poverty?

In resource-poor low-income countries, growth in agriculture is more than five times more effective in reducing
poverty among the poorest sectors of the population than
growth in other sectors. In sub-Saharan Africa, agriculture may be up to eleven times more effective in reducing
poverty among the poorest. However, these effects recede
as people and countries grow richer: growth in non-agricultural sectors then becomes more important to reducing
poverty among the slightly less poor. The poverty-reducing
effects from growth in agriculture decline sharply in middle-income, as well as in more unequal countries (Christiaensen et al. 2010). These are some of the findings from
an empirical study of 80 countries over the period 1980 to
2002, and they confirm the results of earlier studies using
cross-country regressions (Ravallion and Datt 1996; Timmer 1997; Dorward et al. 2002; Haggblade et al. 2007;
Ligon and Sadoulet 2007).
In short, agricultural growth has the greatest impact
on poverty reduction in the poorest countries, and where
distribution is fairly equal. In particular, it is growth in
small-scale agriculture that matters most. Thus, anyone
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le sociétés du Sud, Paris: Karthala, pp. 251–278.
Havnevik, K., ‘Tanzania in Transition – To What?’; ‘A
Historical Framework For Analysing Current Tanzanian
Traditions’ and ‘Postscript Tanzania in Transition –
Summary and Trends 2005-2010’, in Havnevik, K. and A. C.
Isinika (eds), Tanzanian in Transition – From Nyerere to
Mkapa. Dar es Salaam and Uppsala: Mkuki na Nyota
Publishers and NAI, pp. 1–18, 19–55, 265–277.
Lindell, I., ‘Introduction: The Changing Politics of
Informality: Collective Organizing, Alliances and Scales
of Engagement’, in Lindell, I. (ed.), Africa’s Informal
Workers: Collective agency, alliances and transnational
organizing in urban Africa. London and Uppsala: Zed
Books and NAI, pp. 1–30.
Lindell, I., ‘Urban Informal Workers’ Networks in GuineaBissau’, in Bryceson, D.F. (ed.), How Africa Works:
Occupational Change, Identity and Morality. Rugby, UK:
Practical Action Publishing, pp. 149–164.
Obi, C., ‘African Oil in the Energy Security Calculations of
China and India’, in Cheru, F. and C. Obi (eds), The Rise of
China and India in Africa: Challenges, Opportunities and
Critical Interventions. London and Uppsala: Zed Books and
NAI, pp. 181–192.
Obi, C., ‘Oil: A Curse or Catalyst for Africa’s Resurgence?’,
in Lahiri. D., J. Schultz and M. Chand (eds), Engaging with
a Resurgent Africa. New Delhi: Observer Research
Foundation (in association with Macmillan Publishers,
India), 2009, pp. 27–39.
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externally published by staff

The Institute in the Media

Obi, C., ’Väpnade konflikter i Afrika’, in Magnusson, Å. (ed.),
Afrika: 23 afrikaner om vägval och utmaningar. Göteborg:
Tre Böcker Förlag, pp. 94–105.

A selection of interviews, op-eds and articles
with NAI researchers and staff during 2010.

Obi, C. and D. Kew, ‘Nigeria: Dilemmas of Militarization
and Cooptation in the Niger Delta’, in Paffenholz, T. (ed.),
Civil Society and Peacebuilding: A Critical Assessment.
Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, pp. 351–380.

“Kuka johtaisi Nigeriaa?”

Oestigaard, T., ‘Osiris and the Egyptian Civilization of
Inundation; The Pyramids, the Pharaohs and their Water
World’, in Tvedt, T. and R. Coopey (eds), A History of
Water, series 2, vol. 2: From Early Civilizations to Modern
Times. London: I.B. Tauris, pp. 72–99.

1 April on Newsmill (Sweden). Article by Mats Utas.

Virtanen, T., ‘Between Cattle and Islam: Shifting Social
and Gendered Significance of Cattle among the Mbororo
Pastoralists in Cameroon’, in Stammler, F. and H.
Takakura (eds), Good to eat, good to live with: Nomads
and animals in northern Eurasia and Africa. Sendai:
Tohoku University, pp. 123–139.
Book review
Utas, M., ‘The politics of religious change on the Upper
Guinea Coast: iconoclasm done and undone’, by Ramon
Sarró, Journal of Religion in Africa, vol. 40, no. 3,
pp. 360–61.

15 March in Helsingin Sanomat (Finland). Cyril Obi commenting on
Nigeria.
”Varning för Aftonbladets Jackass-journalistik i ’det mörkaste Afrika’”
“Role of the Buganda monarchy”
25 April on SVT, Aktuellt (Sweden). Anders Sjögren on the role of
the Buganda kingdom in Uganda.
”Våldtäkt – inget skäl för att få asyl?”
11 May on TV4, Nyhetsmorgon, (Sweden). Interview with Maria
Eriksson Baaz.
”Fokus Afrika på Bokmässan”
26 May on SVT, Kulturnyheterna (Sweden). Interview with Carin
Norberg.
”Afrika på Bokmässan i höst”
26 May on Sveriges Radio P4 Radio Göteborg (Sweden). Interview
with Mats Utas.
”Vilks rondellhund: inte en fråga om yttrandefrihet”
31 May on Newsmill (Sweden). Article by Mats Utas.
”Kongo är inte mörkrets hjärta”

Other publications
Cheru, F., ‘Wanted: fresh ideas for combating African
poverty: Amidst global crisis, a need to go beyond the
MDGs’, in United Nations Africa Renewal, vol. 24,
no. 4, p. 7.

20 June on Sveriges Radio P1 (Sweden). Interview with Maria
Eriksson Baaz.
“Nordiskt ljus på Afrika”
21 September on TT (Sweden). Carin Norberg interviewed about the
Göteborg Book Fair.

Holmqvist, G., ‘External Financing of Social Protection –
Opportunities and Risks’, background paper prepared for
Social Protection for Inclusive Development, the European
Report on Development, 24 pp.

“Afrikas litterære nomader”

Holmqvist, G., Fertility impact of social transfers in SubSaharan Africa – What about pensions?, Brooks World
Poverty Institute Working Papers, 119, 21 pp.

November in school film by Axiom Film & TV (Sweden). Interview
and contribution of video footage by Mats Utas.

Holmqvist, G., Rapport från en fattigdomskonferens – nu
och då, www.temafattigdom.se

8 October in Fokus (Sweden). Mats Utas interviewed about
Swedish fighters in Somalia.

Matambalya, F., Trade-Related Capacity Building for
Academia in African Least Developed Countries:
Development of Human Resources and Public Support,
New York and Geneva: United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the Virtual Institute, 39 pp.

”Våldtäkten som turistattraktion”

Utas, M., ‘The Rewards of Political Violence: Remobilizing
Ex-combatants in Post-war Sierra Leone’, in Small Arms
Survey 2010, Cambridge University Press, p. 266.
Åkesson, L., ‘Människohandelns dubbla exploatering’, in
Tidskriften Arena, no. 5, pp. 12–15.

25 October on bistandsaktuelt.no (Norway). Comment by Carin
Norberg.
”Afrika en kontinent i utveckling”

“Så värvas svenskar till Al Shabaab”

1 November in Dagens Nyheter (Sweden). Article by Maria Eriksson
Baaz and Maria Stern.
”Landfokuseringen – Den Stora Biståndsreformen”
24 November on Biståndsdebatten.se (Sweden). Article by Mats
Hårsmar and Göran Holmqvist.
”Färre biståndsländer är en myt”
29 November in Riksdag & Department (Sweden). Interview with
Mats Hårsmar and Göran Holmqvist.
“Global perspectives on the Nobel Prize”
10 December in Sveriges Radio P1 (Sweden). Kjell Havnevik taking
part in a discussion broadcast on radio.
“Ivory Coast Peacekeepers May Use Force If Attacked”
31 December in Business Week (USA). Comment by Cyril Obi on the
situation in Côte d’Ivoire.
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Conferences and Workshops

Photo: Simone Noemdoe

Fantu Cheru, NAI research director and Dani Kouyaté, film director from Burkina Faso during the Nordic Africa Days in Finland.

Workshop on research projects and publications related to
biofuel production with implications for smallholders in Africa
and Latin America in the context of climate change and peak oil
15–16 February in Uppsala, Sweden.
Convener: Kjell Havnevik.

The Nordic Africa Days 2010: “Time space Africa:
Reconnecting the continent”
30 September– 1 October in Turku, Finland.
Conveners: Åbo Academy, NAI. See page 48 for more on the
Nordic Africa Days.

Explorations of Afrinesia: Experimental approaches to legal and
political anthropology in Africa
22–23 February in Uppsala, Sweden.
Convener: Knut Christian Myhre.
Co-funded by Africa Network Norway.

Inception workshop by NAI research cluster on Urban Dynamics:
Beyond dysfunctionality: Pro-social writing on African cities
21–22 October in Uppsala, Sweden.
Convener: The Urban Dynamics research cluster.

Two years on from the Forum Summit: The future of Africa-India
engagement
8–9 April in London, UK.
Conveners: Fantu Cheru, Cyril Obi.
Co-organised with Chatham House.
Displacement economies: Paradoxes of crisis and creativity
in African contexts
26–28 April in Uppsala, Sweden.
Convener: Amanda Hammar.
Intra and inter-state conflicts and security in the Horn of Africa
25–26 May in Uppsala, Sweden.
Conveners: Cyril Obi, Redie Bereketeab.
Civil society, conflict resolution, peace and security in Africa
22–23 July in Nairobi, Kenya.
Conveners: Cyril Obi, Godwin Murunga, Anders Sjögren.
Co-organised with African Leadership Centre, Kenya.

Inception workshop by NAI research cluster on conflict,
displacement and transformation
28–29 October in Uppsala, Sweden. Convener: Cyril Obi.
Africa Day for Librarians
9 November in Uppsala, Sweden. Convener: Åsa Lund Moberg.
Rethinking and reconnecting academia in Africa’s agrarian and
rural development
24–26 November in Harare, Zimbabwe.
Conveners: Kjell Havnevik, Prosper Matondi.
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary Research
Network on Livelihoods and Natural Resource Governance
together with Ruzivo Trust in Zimbabwe.
Gender and Security Sector Reform in post-conflict societies in
Africa: Challenges, opportunities and lessons learned
6–7 December in Stockholm, Sweden.
Conveners: Maria Eriksson Baaz, Mats Utas.
Co-organised with the Swedish National Defence College.
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Lectures and Seminars

Writing the littoral culture and representation of the
Western Indian Ocean
29 January in Uppsala, Sweden. Abdulrazak Gurnah
(University of Kent, UK).

Agricultural Network Initiative, Swedish Research Network
on Livelihoods and Natural Resources, Riksdagens tvär
politiska nätverk för Västsahara, International Commission
of Jurists, VästsaharaAktionen.

Women, power and peacemaking in Africa
11 February in Uppsala, Sweden. Aili Tripp (University of
Wisconsin-Madison, USA).

The African diaspora in the Nordic countries today
19 May in Helsinki, Finland. Lisa Åkesson (NAI), Mulki Mölsä
(Department of Public Health and Sociology, University of
Helsinki, Finland), Päivi Pirkkalainen (University of Jyväskylä,
Finland), Pekka Haavisto (Finnish MP). Co-arranged with
University of Helsinki, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland.

Inequalities between social groups leading to conflicts
11 March at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Stockholm,
Sweden. Frances Stewart (Oxford University, UK).
Photo: Sergio Santimano

Henning Mankell
and Mia Couto
at the Göteborg
Book Fair.

African Development Indicators 2010:
“Silent and lethal: How quite corruption undermines
Africa’s development efforts”
18 March in Uppsala, Sweden. Shanta Devarajan (World
Bank Chief Economist for Africa).
Explorations of ‘Afrinesia’. Experimental approaches to
political and legal anthropology in Africa
24 March in Uppsala, Sweden. Harri Englund (University of
Cambridge, UK), Niklas Hultin (Swarthmore College, USA),
Knut Christian Myhre (NAI), Daivi Rodima-Taylor (Boston
University, USA), Sita Zougouri (University of Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso).
Emerging global powers – how should Africa respond?
4 April at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Stockholm,
Sweden. Fantu Cheru (NAI), Cyril Obi (NAI).
The regionalisation of the Lord’s Resistance Army
5 May in Uppsala, Sweden. Ronald Atkinson (University of
South Carolina, USA).
Bullets and business: War and implications of trade in
and around Somalia
17 May at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Stockholm,
Sweden. Mats Utas (NAI).
The perils of peak phosphorous:
Geopolitics, food security, Corporate Social Responsibility
and human rights: Implications for Western Sahara
19 May in Stockholm, Sweden. Arno Rosemarin (Stockholm
Environment Institute, Sweden), Sören Lindh (VästsaharaAktionen, Sweden), Magnus Furugård (GES-Investment
Services International), Cecilia Asklöf (International Com
mission of Jurists), Kjell Havnevik (NAI). Co-arranged with
Stockholm Environment Institute, Swedish International
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Politics, war, collapse and reconstruction in Rwanda
and Uganda
16 June in Uppsala, Sweden. Frederick Golooba-Mutebi
(Makerere Institute for Social Research, Uganda).
Göteborg Book Fair with Africa as its theme
23–26 September in Gothenburg, Sweden.
See pages 42–43 for more on the Book Fair. The Afrika 2010
project was initiated by NAI, which worked closely with the
Book Fair and Sida to bring the project to fruition. Financing
for the project was provided by Sida, the Swedish Arts
Council, the Swedish Academy and the Helge Ax:son
Johnsons Foundation.
Writers’ Africa: Petina Gappah
12 October in Uppsala, Sweden. Petina Gappah
(Zimbabwe), Stefan Helgesson (Stockholm University,
Sweden). Co-arranged with Albert Bonniers Förlag.
Beyond dysfunctional readings of African cities
21 October in Uppsala, Sweden. AbdouMaliq Simone (Univer
sity of London, UK), Garth Myers (University of Kansas, USA),
Co-arranged with the Development Research Network on
Nature, Poverty and Power.
Tanzania – development and democratic challenges
27 October in Oslo, Norway. Kjell Havnevik (NAI), Jonas
Ewald (Institute of Global Studies, University of Gothenburg,
Sweden), Stein Sundstøl Eriksen (Department of Develop
ment Studies, the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs).
Co-arranged with the Norwegian Institute of International
Affairs.
Writers’ Africa: Brian James
16 November in Uppsala, Sweden. Brian James (guest writer
at NAI, Sierra Leone), Stefan Helgesson (Stockholm
University, Sweden).
Biofuel, land grabbing and food security in Africa
17 November in Gothenburg, Sweden. Kjell Havnevik (NAI).
Co-arranged with School of Global Studies, University of
Gothenburg.
Post referendum Sudans: Possible challenges and future
prospects
9 December in Uppsala, Sweden. Abdel Ghaffar M. Ahmed
(University of Khartoum, Sudan).
Claude Ake Memorial Lecture:
Beyond drops of water: Four imperatives for cooperation
in the Nile Basin
15 December in Uppsala, Sweden. Yacob Arsano (Addis
Ababa University, Ethiopia). Co-arranged with the Depart
ment of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University.

book launches
“The Rise of China and India in Africa:
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical
Interventions”
12 March at the United Nations Africa
Institute for Economic Development
and Planning in Dakar, Senegal.
Fantu Cheru (NAI).

“The Rise of China and India in Africa:
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical
Interventions”
9 April at Chatham House in London,
UK. Fantu Cheru (NAI), Cyril Obi (NAI).
Co-arranged with Chatham House.
“The Rise of China and India in Africa:
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical
Interventions”
30 April at the World Bank in Washing
ton DC, usa. Fantu Cheru (NAI).
“The Complexity of Violence. A critical
analysis of sexual violence in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)”
and related Policy Note:
“Understanding and addressing conflict-related sexual violence: Lessons
learned from the Democratic Republic
of Congo”
25 May in Stockholm, Sweden.
Maria Eriksson Baaz (NAI), Maria Stern
(School of Global Studies, University of
Gothenburg, Sweden). Co-arranged
with Sida.
“The Rise of China and India in Africa:
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical
Interventions”
21 June at the Institute of Social
Studies in The Hague, the Netherlands.
Fantu Cheru (NAI).
“Tanzania in Transition – From Nyerere
to Mkapa”
25 August at Voksenkollen in Oslo,
Norway. Kjell Havnevik (NAI), Aida
Isinika (Sokoine University of Agricul
ture, Tanzania). Co-arranged with the
Dag Hammarskjöld Project.
“Tanzania in Transition – From Nyerere
to Mkapa”
6 September in Kristiansand, Norway.
Kjell Havnevik (NAI), Jonathan Baker
(University of Agder, Norway). Co-arran
ged with University of Agder, Norway.
“The Rise of China and India in Africa:
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical
Interventions”
14 September during the 3rd ChinaAfrica Experience-Sharing Programme

“Africa’s Informal Workers: Collective
Agency, Alliances and Transnational
Organizing in Urban Africa”
21 October in Uppsala, Sweden.
Ilda Lindell (NAI), Carole Rakodi (Uni
versity of Birmingham, UK), Alison
Brown (Cardiff University, UK), Gunilla
Andrae (Stockholm University, Sweden).
“Africa’s Informal Workers: Collective
Agency, Alliances and Transnational
Organizing in Urban Africa”
25 October in Stockholm, Sweden.
Michal Lyons (London South Bank Uni
versity, UK), Björn Beckman (Stock
holm University, Sweden), Ilda Lindell
(NAI), Jenny Cadstedt (NAI). Co-arran
ged with the Swedish Development
Forum, the Department of Human
Geography at Stockholm University.
“The Rise of China and India in Africa:
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical
Interventions”
27 October at The African Development
Bank Conference of African economists
in Tunis, Tunisia. Fantu Cheru (NAI).
“Tanzania in Transition – From Nyerere
to Mkapa”
17 November in Gothenburg, Sweden.
Kjell Havnevik (NAI), Sten Rylander
(Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs),
Jonas Ewald (the School of Global Stu
dies, University of Gothenburg, Swe
den). Co-arranged with School of Global
Studies, University of Gothenburg.
“Tanzania in Transition – From Nyerere
to Mkapa”
25 November in Harare, Zimbabwe.
Kjell Havnevik (NAI). Co-arranged with
the Swedish Interdisciplinary Research
Network on Livelihoods and Natural
Resource Governance together with
Ruzivo Trust, Zimbabwe.
“African Feminist Politics of Knowledge:
Tensions, Challenges, Possibilities” and
“The Complexity of Violence.
A critical analysis of sexual violence in
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)”
8 December in Copenhagen, Denmark.
Maria Eriksson Baaz (NAI), Robin May
Schott (Danish Institute for Internatio
nal Studies, Denmark), Signe Arnfred
(Roskilde University, Denmark). Coarranged with the Centre of African
Studies, Copenhagen, Denmark.
”KulTur i Afrika”
8 December in Stockholm, Sweden.
Mai Palmberg (NAI), Carita Backström
(Finland). Moderator: Ulrika Knutson
(Sweden). Co-arranged with ABF,
Bokförlaget Tranan.

3 Questions for
former nai researcher
Mai Palmberg finnish political scientist
Mai Palmberg and Carita Back
ström are the co-editors of
KulTur i Afrika. (The title is a pun
– while it reads letter by letter
as Culture in Africa, its typogra
phy suggests a less ambitious
reading: A cool tour to Africa.)
In this book in which they share
their and other researchers’
recurring encounters with
African writers, pictorial artists,
musicians, filmmakers, dancers
and actors. Mai Palmberg carried
out research on aspects of cul
ture in Africa and Nordic images
of Africa at the Nordic Africa
Institute for 15 years within the framework of the “Cultural
Images in and of Africa” research programme. KulTur i
Afrika has emerged out of that research. In March 2010,
Mai Palmberg retired after nearly 26 years of service with
the Institute.
Photo: Sergio Santimano

“The Rise of China and India in Africa:
Challenges, Opportunities and Critical
Interventions”
4 April at the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, Stockholm, Sweden.
Fantu Cheru (NAI), Cyril Obi (NAI).

meeting on Special Economic Zones in
Beijing, China. Fantu Cheru (NAI).

Q: What do contemporary African arts teach us about
African societies?
A: For one thing, the artists tell us, in their different ways, that
African societies are neither static nor helpless. Literature,
film, dance, pictorial art, photography, theatre and music
created by African artists constitute a rich well of insights
and tales, which we can use to become a bit wiser about
Africa. They give us a language that tells us things that go
deeper than international assistance surveys and most mass
media reporting. Arts travel – as book translations, theatre
visits, music DVD:s, pictorial art on the internet. We have
ample opportunity to hear a multitude of voices from Africa
and from Africans in the diaspora. At the same time, we
are entertained and experience aesthetic enjoyment.
Q: How do African societies in general and power-holders
in particular perceive the messages that African artists
are communicating?
A: Some are critical of power abuse in their books, music or
theatre, and their own governments try to muzzle them by
banning them from the radio, as with Thomas Mapfumo in
Zimbabwe, or barring them from coming to the country
whose president has been criticized, like Tiken Jay Fakoly,
who is banned from Senegal. But literature and pictorial art
have usually been tolerated. I should add that criticism is
often conveyed subtly, in parables and the like. It can be
as effective as barricades.
Q: Why do you think your book has turned out to be an
enjoyable read for many?
A: I certainly hope that people find it both inspiring and
enjoyable. We have crafted a book that one does not have
to read from cover to cover, but can pick and choose from,
like a walk through a meadow of flowers. The reference
sections give suggestions for new itineraries. What has
made the book possible is the space and financial support
afforded by the Nordic Africa Institute and Sida during its
long gestation, and the professional and innovative layout
by Boel Näslund. n
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Research
Onyanta Adama-Ajonye, Researcher
(from May)
Redie Bereketeab, Researcher
Andrew Byerley, Nordic Researcher
(Sweden), (from February)
Jenny Cadstedt, Researcher
(from August)
Dag Ehrenpreis, Coordinating Editor
Maria Eriksson Baaz, Researcher
(from February)
Amanda Hammar, Programme
Coordinator (until February)
Kjell Havnevik, Cluster Leader
Göran Holmqvist, Policy Analyst
Mats Hårsmar, Senior Research
Associate
Nina Klinge-Nygård, Assistant to the
Research Director (until September)
Ilda Lindell, Cluster Leader
Francis Matambalya, Senior
Researcher (from September)
Knut Christian Myhre, Nordic
Researcher (Norway), (until May)
Cyril Obi, Cluster Leader
Mai Palmberg, Project Coordinator
(until March)
Tor Sellström, Researcher
(from September)
Anders Sjögren, Researcher (from April)
Eva Tobisson, Researcher (from
September)
Mats Utas, Researcher
Tea Virtanen, Nordic Researcher
(Finland), (from February)
Lisa Åkesson, Researcher (from March)
Terje Oestigaard, Nordic Researcher
(Norway), (from September)
Library
Marianne Andersson, Librarian
Pernilla Bäckström, Librarian
Ingela Dahlin, Librarian
Katarina Hjortsäter, Librarian
Birgitte Jansen, Librarian (on leave
until March)
Gunnar Lindbom, System Librarian
António Lourenço, Librarian
Jan Pettersson, Library Assistant
Communications
Susanna Dukaric, Webmaster
Sonja Johansson, Production Manager
Susanne Linderos, Information
Manager
Lina Lorentz, Research Communicator
(from November)
Christian Palme, Research
Communicator (until April)
Agneta Rodling, Web Administrator
Mattias Sköld, Media and Communi
cations Officer (from December)

Policy and Research Support
Ingrid Andersson, Research
Administrator
Tania Berger, Unit Coordinator and
Research Administrator
Annika Franklin, Chief Assistant
Ida Hansson, Research Administrator
(from November)
Inga-Britt Isaksson Faris, Research
Administrator
Caroline Kyhlbäck, Research
Administrator (until June)
Proscovia Svärd, Archivist/Research
Administrator (until December)
Karolina Winbo, Project Coordinator/
Research Administrator (until July)
administration
Peter Engemar, IT-Technician (until
September)
Kent Eriksson, Office Caretaker
Susanne Hagström, HR Assistant
Narek Krehla, IT-Manager
Guest Researchers 2010
Ms Florence Odora Adong
UN-Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Kololo, Kampala
Dr Gessesse Dessie
Wondo Genet College of Forestry and
Natural Resources, Shashemene,
Ethiopia
Dr Anthoni van Nieuwkerk
University of Witwatersrand,
Witwatersrand, South Africa
Dr Mohammed-Bello Yunusa
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria
externally financed
Guest researchers
Ms Titilope Ajayi
Kofi Annan Peacekeeping Training
Centre, Accra, Ghana
Dr Alexandra A. Arkhangelskaya
Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow, Russia
Ms Malwina Bakalarska
Center for Studies on Non-European
Countries, Warsaw, Poland
Ms Madina Bello
Université Montpellier 1, Montpellier,
France
Dr Morten Jerven
School for International Studies,
Simon Fraser University, Vancouver,
Canada
Dr Renu Modi
Centre for African Studies, Mumbai,
India
Dr Shuhei Shimada
Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan
Guest Writer 2010
Mr Brian James
Freetown, Sierra Leone

study SCHOLARSHIPS

Razak Abu, University of Bergen, Norway
Project: “Local land discourses in the context of the oil
development in Ghana”

Tiina-Maria Levamo, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “A comparative study on young people’s right to
participation: The case of Zambia and Finland”

Gerald Ainebyona, University of Tromsö, Norway
Project: “The reintegration of ex-girl child abductees of the
Lord’s Resistance Army in northern Uganda: A case study of
Gulu District”

Marie-Madeleine Makweri, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “Ethnicity and peace building in Burundi”

Leena Akatama, University of Jyväskylä, Finland
Project: “Whose climate is changing? Analysis of REDD cli
mate change mitigation policy from the community forestry
and sustainable development perspective in Tanzania”
Getu Demeke Alene, Norwegian University of Science and
Technology, Norway
Project: “Community self-help development, spaces for
scaling up: Case study of Awramba rural self-help commu
nity in northern Ethiopia”
Claudine Ambe, University of Jyväskylä, Finland
Project: “Educational policies in Africa and the marginali
zed state owned secondary schools in plantation camps”

Matilda Korkoi Mettle, Norwegian University of Science
and Technology, Norway
Project: “An assessment of the resettlement process for
persons to be displaced by the BUI Hydrelectric Dam
Project in Ghana”
Mukundi Mutasa, University of Life Sciences, Norway
Project: “Vulnerability and adaptive capacity to droughts
and water stress among communities in Buhera and
Chikomba, Zimbabwe”
Divine Munje Ndansi, University of Jyväskylä, Finland
Project: “Oil, governance and development in Cameroon:
The EITI experience, realities and prospects”

Jenny Appelblad, Stockholm University, Sweden
Project: “The provision and politics of urban water services
in Uganda”

Minna Niemi, University of Buffalo, USA and University of
Turku, Finland
Project: “The politics of memory: Representations of the
African past in the works of Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Zoe
Wicomb, and Nuruddin Farah”

Rasmus Bering, University of Oslo, Norway
Project: “Antagonism and interdependence: An exploration
of state- chieftaincy relations and its implications for stability
in Sierra Leone”

Newton Morara Nyairo, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “Impacts of agricultural trade liberalization on food
security in developing countries. A comparative study of
Kenya and Zambia”

Inger Johanne Dahl, Norwegian University of Life
Sciences, Norway
Project: “Education, capabilities and development: Youth
in rural Tanzania”

Lisbeth Kristine Olesen, Aarhus University, Denmark
Project: “Food (in)security and organic farming in Uganda”

Duone Ekane, Stockholm University, Sweden
Project: “The context of urban social problems in
Cameroon: Case study of youth unemployment – views,
measures and their impact on substandard housing”
Bishwash Hamal, University of Jyväskylä, Finland
Project: “Why did the United Nations fail: Rwanda genocide
1994. Diplomatic and human right activists’ views”
Sonja Hofstetter, Stockholm University, Sweden
Project: “(Ine)quality? Research proposal for a comparative
case study on teachers´ opinions of education quality with
in the public primary school system of South Africa”
Jorge Simón Izquierdo Díaz, Copenhagen University,
Denmark
Project: “Ethnicity and identity in post-colonial
Mozambique: An analysis of the relationship between
Thonga kinship system and conflict resolution of social
cases in southern Mozambique (Maputo)”

Anniina Susanna Pirttimaa, Åbo Academy, Finland
Project: “Effects of electoral systems on democratisation in
sub-Saharan Africa”
Jari Portaankorva, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “A case study: Interfaith cooperation for building
peace during the Sierra Leone conflict 1997-1999”
Juste Rakstyte, Lund University, Sweden
Project: “Poverty reduction using small reservoirs in
northern Ghana: How the use and access of the resources
of small reservoirs are distributed within the community
and what effect it has on the poor”
Hanna Rönty, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “Concepts of race, nation and state in South
African separate development propaganda in 1958–1966”
Veera Vilhelmina Tagliabue, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “Towards a ‘United States of Africa’? Zambian
discussions on regional integration for development
purposes”

Jaana Kokkonen, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “Evolution of the use of sacral elements in the
Tunisian legal language”

Tuomas Teuho, University of Tampere, Finland
Project: “German-Finnish-Namibian relations in colonial
Namibia (German South-West Africa) during the years
1900–1910”

Erkka Laitinen, University of Helsinki, Finland
Project: “Nile basin countries’ hydropolitics from the view
of ‘securitization’ theory”

Alexander Attilio Vadala, University of Oslo, Norway
Project: “Vulnerability to famine in Ethiopia: The case of
Afar pastoralists”

Ibrahim Latiff, University of Life Sciences, Norway
Project: “Livelihoods, attitudes and income inequalities of
households around Bwindi Impenetrable National Park,
Uganda”

Caroline Wamala, Luleå University of Technology, Sweden
Project: “Unveiling statistics on use and access of ICTs:
An impact based analysis (Uganda)”
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Elina Andersson, Lund University, Sweden
Project: “Soil fertility management among smallholders
in Uganda, in the light of an African Green Revolution
promotion”

Anna Pulakka, University of Tampere Medical School,
Finland
Project: “Guardians’ perspectives to nutrition intervention
with novel lipid based nutrien (LNS) products (Malawi)”

Stine Bagger, University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project: “Born with HIV – communication with HIV positive
children and their caretakers (Uganda)”

Heidi Resset, University of Oslo, Norway
Project: “An anthropological study on the introduction of
REDD among the locals in a Tanzanian village”

Veslemøy Brandsnes Aurmo, Aalborg University, Denmark
Project: “Sustainable business incubation a way to address
local development and entrepreneurship – Case studies of
community innovations and sustainable urban livelihoods
in Kenya”

Line Richter, University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project: “Children in danger – an anthropological investiga
tion of children and hygiene in Selingue health district, Mali”

Christina Brux Mburu, University of Oslo, Norway
Project: “Mental health in post-conflict Southern Sudan”
Elise Christensen, University of Oslo, Norway
Project: “Female circumcision: Tradition and change among
Amharas of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia”
Trine Eide, University of Tromsö, Norway
Project: “Paths to peace: Civic nationalism, transitional
justice and agricultural reform in Rwanda”
Heidi Østbøl Haugen, University of Oslo, Norway
Project: “Chinese and Burundian traders: competition or
complementarily?”
Mari Kervinen, University of Eastern Finland, Finland
Project: “History of the norms of reproductive behaviour in
a village community in north central Namibia”
Rasmus Kolding, University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project: “The elder and his certificate: Informal justice and
politics in rural Sierra Leone”
Meike Lurweg, Göteborg University, Sweden
Project: “The coherence of European development and
security policies in the Democratic Republic of Congo”
Kassaye Tekola Moges, Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences, Sweden
Project: “Biofuel induced implications on the livelihood of
local people: The case of Wolaita district in southern
Ethiopia”
Kezia Muthoni Njoroge, Uppsala University
Hospital, Sweden
Project: “Male circumcision and political violence in Kenya:
Creating a platform for organizing development coalitions
and reflecting on masculinities and sexual violence in
conflict situations (Kenya)”
Therese Olmsäter, Göteborg University, Sweden
Project: “Collective participation in workplace HIV pro
grammes – protecting the rights of workers: A Kenyan case
study”
Syna Ouattara, Göteborg University, Sweden
Project: “Cotton farmers, rural poverty and climate variability
in Southern Mali”
Päivi Pirkkalainen, University of Jyväskylä, Finland
Project: “Somali diaspora organisations in Europe:
Mobilizing towards the country of origin”
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Maria Zuiderveld Roxberg, Stockholm University, Sweden
Project: “Sex and football: The media debate on the sex
industry during the World Cup 2010 (South Africa)”
Andreas Sandberg, Uppsala University, Sweden
Project: “Health, wellbeing, and struggles in everyday life:
Experiencing and responding to HIV/AIDS in Malawi”
Peerke Schouten, Göteborg University, Sweden
Project: “Performing (in)security: Transnational private
security companies and security assemblages surrounding
resource extraction in the DRC (Kongo/Kinshasa)”
Fredrik Sjöberg, Uppsala University, Sweden
Project: “Beyond ‘ethnic voting’ in divided societies:
Democratic accountability and the limits of ethnic loyalty in
Sierra Leone”
Cheryl Sjöström, Lund University, Sweden
Project: “Food for naught: Challenges for the global food
system and the African smallholder (Malawi)”
Terje Skjerdal, Gimlekollen School of Journalism and
Communication, Kristiansand, Norway
Project: “Conflicting role perceptions among Ethiopian
journalists during national elections May 2010”
Sesilie Smørholm, Norwegian University of Science
and Technology, Norway
Project: “Everyday life of infants and their caretakers in
urban Zambia”
Astrid Thews, Uppsala University, Sweden
Project: “Educating others, representing selves. Administ
rative staff and teachers creating images of Egypt and
Egyptians in interaction with foreign students in a private
language institute in Greater Cairo”
Marit Widman, Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences, Sweden
Project: “Intra-household bargaining power and land
reform in Madagascar”
Marit Tolo Østebø, University of Bergen, Norway
Project: “‘Gender equality’ and ‘violence against women’
in international aid: The case of Norwegian funded
development projects in Ethiopia”

Apply for Scholarships from
the Nordic Africa Institute
Study Scholarships
The primary purpose of the Study Scholarships is to facilitate
use of the Nordic Africa Institute’s large library collections
on contemporary Africa (books, periodicals, newspapers,
government publications) and usage of its databases. The
scholarship recipient is therefore offered his/her own desk
and computer in a shared office at the Institute and free
accommodation in a shared student apartment for the dura
tion of one month. The Scholarships also cover travelling
expenses (least expensive return fare from the place of
residence in a Nordic country) and daily allowance during
the stay in Uppsala.
Eligibility criteria:
The Study Scholarships are intended for students who have
completed basic academic education (Bachelor’s or equiva
lent degree) and are pursuing Africa-oriented studies at
universities or colleges in the Nordic countries (Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, or Sweden). Other eligible candi
dates are Africa-oriented journalists and textbook writers in
the Nordic countries.
Application forms and directions are obtained through
the Internet: www.nai.uu.se/scholarships/
Application deadline:
Please note that the scholarships are now awarded only
once a year and applications must be in by
• 1 October (for a scholarship in the spring or autumn
semester of the following year)
Inquiries: Inga-Britt.Faris@nai.uu.se

Scholarships for PhD
Candidates
The primary purpose of the Scholarships for PhD Candi
dates is to offer PhD students links to existing research at
the Nordic Africa Institute and to facilitate use of the
Institute’s large library collections on contemporary Africa
and usage of its databases. The scholarship recipient is
therefore offered his/her own desk and computer in a shared
office at the Institute and free accommodation in a shared
student apartment for the duration of one or two months.
The Scholarships also cover travelling expenses (least ex
pensive return fare from the place of residence in a Nordic
country) and daily allowance during the stay in Uppsala.
Eligibility criteria:
The Scholarships for PhD Candidates are intended for stu
dents pursuing Africa-oriented studies for a PhD degree at
universities and colleges in the Nordic countries (Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, or Sweden), irrespective of citi
zenship. The applicants’ PhD studies should relate to cur
rent research at the Institute. For information about the
Nordic Africa Institute’s thematic research clusters, see:
www.nai.uu.se/research/
Application forms and directions are obtained through
the Internet: www.nai.uu.se/scholarships/

NAI Study Scholarship holders Nadia Lebedeva and Erik
Persson.

Deadline:
Applications must be in by
• 1 October (for a scholarship in the spring or autumn se
mester of the following year)
Inquiries: Inga-Britt.Faris@nai.uu.se

Travel Scholarships
The primary purpose of the Travel Scholarships is to facili
tate research or preparation of research projects in Africa
by sponsoring research trips to Africa.
Eligibility criteria:
The Travel Scholarships are intended for researchers in the
Nordic countries pursuing research on Africa within the dis
cipline of Social Sciences or closely related disciplines such
as anthropology, history, economics, and human geography.
The scholarships are mainly intended for young researchers,
but applications from established researchers will also be
considered. Applicants should have completed basic acade
mic education (Bachelor’s degree).
The Scholarships cover travel expenses in connection
with ﬁeldwork in Africa. They cannot be used for salaries,
or for study visits, excursions, language studies, participa
tion in conferences, or volunteer work.
Application forms and directions are obtained from the
Internet: www.nai.uu.se/scholarships/
Deadline:
Applications must be in by
• 31 January
Inquiries: Ingrid.Andersson@nai.uu.se
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financial statement 2010

Expenditures
(Swedish kronor, even thousands)

2007

2008

2009

2010

Research			

Staff
Scholarships and grants

12 606

12 981

11 015

11 800

2 079

2 215

1 871

2 198

Programmes (including housing for		
researchers and scholarship holders)
Total Research

7 816

4742

3915

4 010

22 501

19 938

16 801

18 008

4 243

Library			

Staff

4 144

4 114

4 375

Programmes

1 572

1 259

1 014

1 412

Total Library

5 718

5 375

5 389

5 655

Communications				

Staff
Programmes
Total Communications

4 376

4 343

4 290

3 384

2152

2077

1621

4 468

6 528

6 420

5 913

7 852

6 172

Administration

Staff

6 186

6 247

4 683

Premises

6 760

6 870

6 945

5 321

Programmes

5 363

4 627

4 467

4 104

Capital change per year

–836

–691

–372

–247

17 473

17 053

15 723

15 350

43 826

46 865

Total Administration

			
Total all NAI

52 220

48 786

This is a summary of the expenditures report from the NAI Annual Audit Report to the Swedish government.
The full Audit Report (in Swedish only) is a public document and can be downloaded from the NAI web site (under
“About Us” → “Organisation” → “Reports”).

Paid contributions from the Nordic Governments and SIDA
(Swedish kronor, even thousands)

2007

2008

2009

2010

Sweden

27 836

27 498

27 682

28 200

Denmark

4 856

3 255

1 157

1 009

Finland

3 654

3 711

4 048

3 777

Norway

3 854

4 716

4 950

4 726

Iceland

250

250

260

225

953

1 076

1 096

1 132

SIDA

Uppsala University Library

5 341

6 055

6 153

3 672

Other

700

1 659

4 295

383

Total

47 444

48 220

49 641

43 124

The difference between expenditures and contributions is a result of differing periodisation of payments over the working year.
Source: The Swedish Government Legal, Financial and Administrative Services Agency (Kammarkollegiet).
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Our Vision:
African People
Shaping their own Destiny

Our Goals:
Research of High Quality
Equality in Determining the Research Agenda
An Impact on Policy

“Globalization” photo on page 5.
Chinese Navy hospital ship Peace Ark leaving
Mombasa and heading for Tanzania on 18 October
2010. Doctors from China, Kenya, Germany and other
countries provide free medical treatment for local
residents.
Photo: Ju Zhenua/Xinhua Press/Corbis

“Rural” photo on page 23. Fairtrade
cotton farmersin Kita region of Mali.
Photo: Simon Rawles/Getty Images

The Nordic Africa Institute (Nordiska Afrikainstitutet) is a center for research, documentation and information on modern Africa in
the Nordic region. Based in Uppsala, Sweden, the Institute is dedicated to providing timely, critical and alternative research and
analysis of Africa in the Nordic countries and to co-operation between African and Nordic researchers. As a hub and a meeting place
in the Nordic region for a growing field of research and analysis the Institute strives to put knowledge of African issues within reach
for scholars, policy makers, politicians, media, students and the general public. The Institute is financed jointly by the Nordic countries
(Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden).

Editors: Lina Lorentz and Mattias Sköld
Graphic Design & Prepress: Graffoto AB, Lottie and Jonas Hallqvist
Print: Alfaprint, Stockholm 2011

“Conflict” photo on page 13.
Protesters attending a demonstration
in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire's
commercial capital, 8 March, 2011.
Photo: Ding Haitao/XinHua/Xinhua
Press/Corbis

“Urban” photo on page 31. A bicycle
“taxi”, known locally as boda-boda,
carrying a businessman through the
centre of the town Mbale, Uganda.
Photo: Eric Miller

Annual Report 2010

Nordic Africa Institute Annual Report 2010

A man walking along oil pipelines belonging
to Italian oil company Agip in Obrikom, Nigeria.
Global demand for Africa’s energy and natural
resources has increased dramatically, permitting
many countries to start diversifying their economies
for the first time in decades and to invest in the
strategic infrastructure necessary for raising
productivity and growth.
photo: George Osodi /AP Photo
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