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The photo on the front cover: Thousands of people gather in Juba, South Sudan,
to hear the declaration of independence read aloud as the region celebrated its
independence on 9 July, 2011. Photo: Ruth Fremson, The New York Times

A year of
great changes

T

he year that passed showed an unprecedented movement of resistance and
change in Africa. The ousting of three
leaders in North Africa – the Arab Spring – has
already, and will no doubt continue to influence
politics across the continent. In this 2011 issue
of our Annual Report we reflect on the dynamics of change from below.

while leaders in northern
Africa were only starting to feel the tremble of
coming revolutions, a different demonstration
of popular strength was taking place in South
Sudan. With a resounding “yes” 99 percent of
the people voted for secession in a feverishly
awaited referendum. Six months later South
Sudan became the world’s 193rd independent
country and member of the United Nations.
“The South Sudanese have the responsibility of
ensuring peace, security, stability, dignity and
development not only to themselves, but also
to the region and the continent”, writes NAI
researcher Redie Bereketeab in his article.
On 9 January 2011,

Another example of “reform from below” is found
in the capacity of individuals making their living
outside the formal economy and off the radar
screen of governments. You can read more about
this in two articles by researchers belonging to
NAI’s urban cluster. Onyanta Adama shares her
research from Nigeria on how groups of individuals picking and selling waste see to that most
metal, glass and plastic materials are recycled.
Ilda Lindell writes about how street vendors in
Mozambique have to find new ways to survive
as they are being pushed aside to make way for
facilities constructed ahead of a major sports event.

choices in relation to ongoing global developments.
The conference attracted more than 1,000 scholars
from 70 countries, about a fourth of the participants came from Africa. A total of 240 panel
sessions and seven round tables were held.
The theme was also captured in a special book:
African Engagements – Africa Negotiating an
Emerging Multipolar World that was launched at
the conference. It gives an idea about how Africa’s
engagements with the world are currently being
reshaped and revalued. The chapters raise questions of how the influence of China, India and
Brazil can offer African countries and groups
greater room for negotiation and manoeuvre.
NAI is proud to announce its
50th anniversary. The institute was established
on 4th September 1962 at a time when important
changes took place in Africa. Many countries
became independent resulting in an interest in
aid and development in the Nordic countries
and a need for enhanced knowledge about Africa.
The founding of NAI was one of the responses
to these changes. Since then the institute has turned
several pages in its history. Today the institute
has four distinct research clusters, a dynamic
publishing activity and a library renowned for
its services and collections. It is my hope that when
we move into our new premises in September
2012, the Africa House in the Botanical Garden,
the institute will
not only provide
a better working
environment but
also be better
equipped to
serve our increasing audience within as
well as outside
academia.
Moving into 2012

For NAI an absolute highlight of the year was the

4th European Conference on African Studies
in June, arranged by NAI on behalf of AEGIS,
the Africa Studies in Europe Association. The
theme African Engagements: On Whose Terms?
related to how Africa can make priorities and

Carin Norberg
Director of the Nordic Africa Institute
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building peace
Cluster leader

Mats Utas

Redie Bereketeab
Maria Eriksson Baaz
Linnéa Gelot
Tor Sellström
Anders Sjögren
Anders Themnér
Guest researchers
Linda Darkwa
Thiven Reddy

he researchers of the Conflict, Security and Democratic
Transformation cluster study the mechanisms of conflict and
broader issues of human security on the African continent.
What are the driving forces behind conflicts in Africa?
How can post-conflict societies get on the path towards democracy
and peace? What are the ways in which societies and nations can be
successfully rebuilt or reconstituted in the aftermath of civil war?
The cluster also researches local conflicts arising from disputes over land
rights and citizenship. A further important field is the role of international actors in conflicts in Africa, particularly the African Union.

Liberian peace activist and Nobel prize laureate Leymah Gbowee
(in white) after meeting with representatives from the community
in Monrovia where she grew up.
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Research projects

The AU and civilian protection: challenges
for peace and development in Africa (2011– )

The informal realities of peace-building
– military networks and former mid-level
commanders in post-war Liberia (2011– )

Linnéa Gelot
Analyses the norms and practices of the African
Union (AU) as an emerging peace and security actor,
particularly how AU member states and the AU
Commission make use of human protection norms
and with what effect. AU interventions in Darfur,
Sudan are examined, as is the AU’s position on actions against Libya and on Ethiopia’s deployment
of troops to the Abyei region in Sudan.

Mats Utas and Anders Themnér

The project eeks to shed light on how
networks of ex-commanders are sustained
and how they influence politics and business
in Liberia. About 50 mid-level commanders
from different parts of the country, and 200
of their subordinates, are interviewed,
as well as a smaller number of top political,
military and business leaders.

Conflict and state building
in the Horn of Africa
(2010– )
Redie Bereketeab

Photo: maria eriksson baaz

This project seeks to examine
the origin and causes of conflicts within and between
states in the region. It further
aims to identify internal and
external stakeholders and actors, and also critically examines the state-building project
of the Horn of Africa.

Gendering and (un) gendering security
sector reform: the case of the
Democratic Republic of Congo (2010– )

The politics of belonging and exclusion:
land rights, citizenship and civil society
in Kenya and Uganda (2010– )

Maria Eriksson Baaz

Anders Sjögren

Tor Sellström

The research project critically explores dominant
discourses surrounding gender and police reform,
by analysing the experience from security sector
reform (SSR) in the DR Congo. It aims at contributing to a better understanding of how gender
identities inform SSR processes and civil-police
relations.

An investigation into the politics of access to
land in Kenya and Uganda. The project interrogates how, in the context of constitutional
and land policy reform and persistent ethnic
conflict, different civil society groups organise
around access to land, and how struggles relate to citizenship rights and state formation.

Sets up modalities for monitoring and reporting on developments in the region and establishes a network of regional expertise. Looks at
issues of conflict causes, mediation and peacemaking, peacekeeping and peace building.

African island states in peace and
conflict: rising tides in the Indian Ocean
(2010–11)

FOI collaboration focused on Great Lakes
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda and Rwanda
was the recurring theme of the NAI-FOI
series, of six lectures, in 2011 entitled
“(In)Security in the Great Lakes Region:
prospects and challenges”. The series,
initiated in 2008, is a collaboration
between the institute and the Swedish
Defense Research Agency (FOI) and
is aimed at broadening knowledge
among researchers on security studies
in an African context.
Jason Stearns, Yale scholar and au-

Security issues in

thor of the influential “Congo Siasa”
blog on Congolese politics, gave a
lecture on elections and reform in the
DR Congo. Stearns provided analysis
of political developments in relation to
November’s elections and the security
implications.
“Congo’s natural resources are
not cursed,” stated Ann Laudati, assistant professor at Utah State University,
in her lecture. The struggle to control
the country’s vast mineral resources
is often described as the force behind

the massive human
rights violations in
the DR Congo. This
is a simplistic view
according to Ann
Laudati, who called
for a comprehensive
exploration of the
connection between
natural resources and
violence.
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The hopes and worries
of a newborn state
Does the independence of South Sudan herald a new era in which
people’s rights assume priority over the territorial integrity of the
state? The newborn nation could serve as a litmus test for future
aspirations to self-determination on the African continent.

Text by Redie Bereketeab

O

n 9 July 2011, South Sudan
made history by becoming the
first nation state to secede from
an existing state. The birth of
the new nation state came at the
end of a long and painful historical chapter.
Unlike Eritrea, South Sudan was not a colonial
creation in the classical sense, thus no decoloni-

A father carrying his young daughter in
the town of Pibor, South Sudan.
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sation process took place. Instead, it had to go
through a bloody civil war in order to achieve
the right to self-determination. South Sudan
thus became the first nation to benefit from the
principle of the right to self-determination in
violation of the sanctity of colonial borders.
African Unity (OAU) had
declared the colonial borders of the emerging
nation states in Africa to be sacrosanct. This
meant that borders inherited from colonialism
were converted into international borders that
should not be changed, and certainly not by force.
The territorial integrity of states was given supreme
priority over people’s rights. Secessionist movements such as in Katanga in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Biafra in Nigeria, Anyanya
I in southern Sudan were condemned because
they were seen as violating the integrity of an
OAU member state. International law and the
UN Charter also upheld the inviolability of the
postcolonial states of Africa, thereby endorsing
the sacrosanctity of colonial boundaries.
Recently, other factors such as people’s and
human rights are playing an increasingly significant role in the exercise of self-determination.
Geostrategic security and political, economic and
energy interests also weigh heavily in decisions
to accord or withhold international recogni-

The Organisation of

tion of secessionist movements. The case of
Somaliland serves as a clear indication of how
geostrategic considerations affect the fate of selfdetermination. While South Sudan achieved its
independence in clear violation of sacrosanct colonial borders, Somaliland, which should have
stood to gain from the principle of sacrosanctity
of colonial borders, has been unable to secure
recognition of its statehood. Does the independence of South Sudan herald a new era in which
people’s rights assume priority over the territorial
integrity of the state?
The main argument for

denying the right to exercise self-determination in postcolonial Africa
has been that it will lead to chaos, war and disintegration. Indeed, it was feared that allowing
any movement seeking self-determination to
secede would have a domino effect that could
plunge the entire continent into endless wars.
The commonly held view was that the multiethnic, multi-religious and multilingual state in
Africa could not withstand secessionism. Thus,
if peace, security, stability and development were
to be ensured, the inviolability of the postcolonial
state had to be sustained.
It is now presumed that successful selfdetermination in South Sudan will bring peace,
security and stability to the infant state and beyond, to the region as well as the continent. In
this sense, the independence of South Sudan could
serve as a litmus test for any future aspirations
to self-determination.
The counter-argument is that if secession does
not lead to peace, security, stability and develop-

“The new nation state faces
immense challenges, but it
also has huge potential.”
ment, it is not a course worth pursuing. There
is a general apprehension that embedded within
every secessionist movement are other secessionist
movements that sooner or later may emerge as
serious challenges to the emerging secessionist
state and more widely. This may unleash yet more
quests for secession, further complicating the
search for peace, security and stability in Africa.
The people of the

Republic of South Sudan
deserve to be congratulated on achieving independence. Nevertheless, well-wishers need to remind them that with independence also comes
responsibility. South Sudanese have the responsibility to ensure peace, security, stability, dignity
and development not only for themselves, but
also for the region and the continent as well.
The new nation state faces immense challenges,
but it also has huge potential. The latter can be
realised if the new nation state takes its responsibilities seriously. These include how it formulates
its policies towards its neighbours, the region and
the world. The most important will be its relations
with Sudan, and how it develops foreign policies
that are balanced. South Sudan shoulders a huge
responsibility in contributing to peace, security
and stability in a region hard-hit by war, conflict, drought and famine.

South Sudan

Somaliland

The independence of South Sudan was the
result of a referendum in January 2011 in which
the people of southern Sudan voted overwhelmingly in favour of secession. The referendum was part of the comprehensive peace
agreement signed between the ruling National
Congress Party and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement on 9 July 2005.

The government of Somaliland claims sovereignty, but these claims are not internationally
recognised. The territory was known as the
protectorate of British Somaliland until 1960,
when it united with the Republic of Somalia.
Somaliland has its own president, ministers,
parliament, passport, currency and national
football team.

Redie Bereketeab

holds a PhD in sociology. He heads a
research project on
conflict and statebuilding in the Horn
of Africa. His other
research interests
are state, nation,
nationalism, identity,
conflict, governance,
democratisation and
development.
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interview with:
Mats Utas and Anders Themnér

Military structures
linger in Liberia
Text by Mattias Sköld
Nine years have passed since the armed groups in Liberia
laid down their weapons after two devastating civil wars.
Yet the networks of former warlords, mid-level commanders and common soldiers remain important forces in the
country’s political and economic affairs.  

I

n theory, war-time command
structures between officers and
common soldiers dissolve when
war ends. After a peace agreement
has been reached, the men and
women in uniform hand in their weapons
and return to work in fields, factories
and offices to build the country’s new
future of peace and stability. In reality,
the road towards peace is rarely straight

and the influence of armed groups
often lives on many years after a war’s
official end. In postwar countries like
Liberia, where the government has traditionally been weak, there is considerable scope for former military networks
to continue to operate.
This is the starting point of the
research project, The informal realities of
peace-building – military networks and

former mid-level commanders in postwar
Liberia, initiated by scholars Mats Utas
and Anders Themnér in the spring of
2011.
– Networks of former combatants
play a real and important part in post-war
countries like Liberia. We want to find
out why some networks are used for
destructive purposes while others are not,
and how these systems are sustained, says
Anders Themnér.
There are many reasons

networks of
former fighters have such resilience in
postwar Liberia. The Liberian economy
is concentrated around a small group of
powerful figures tightly connected to the
country’s political elite. Governmental,

»James« a former commander
James (not his real name) was a midlevel officer within the National Patriotic
Front of Liberia (NPFL) during the war.
Now he is working hard to make ends
meet and support his family of eight.
He has engaged in a number of business
ventures, ranging from carpentry, bossing motorcycle taxi-drivers and running
a video club, to selling marijuana and

NAI 2011 10

fighting as a mercenary in neighbouring
Côte d’Ivoire.
Last year’s general election provided
another economic opportunity. “You go
where the sunshine is,” James explains
when asked why he joined the ruling
UP shortly before the political campaign
got under way. Serving as a political
broker, James was paid a regular salary

by UP and offered drinks whenever he
visited the party’s headquarters. In return, James provided a list of ex-fighters
ready to be transported in trucks to UP’s
political rallies. James sees around ten
of his former subordinates on a daily
basis, and he meets another dozen or
so at least once a week.

Photo: espen rasmussen/panos

An intersection in the Waterside Market in central
Monrovia. Networks of former fighters still have big
influence on daily life in Liberia.

administrative and judicial institutions
are poorly developed, thus allowing
informal structures to become very
influential. Furthermore, the security,
discipline and order that individuals
with a military training, whether from
state or rebel armies, can provide are
highly valued in socially unstable Liberian society.
Through their old military networks,
former warlords and generals can assert
power and retain some of the influence
they exercised during the war. By offering
services and forming strategic alliances
with political and business elites, they
hope to secure government appointments and strike profitable deals. Further
down the chain, mid-level officers often
successfully sustain their position in the

“Networks of former combatants play
a real and important part in post-war
countries like Liberia.”
Anders Themnér

network after the war by becoming important brokers of services and manpower in the local community. For common soldiers, the networks provide an
opportunity for work in a country where
80 per cent of the people are formally
unemployed.
While military networks have the
potential for violence during conflict,
they are not necessarily used for destructive purposes in postwar society.

– You cannot say that these networks are bad or good for the country:
everything depends on the social context in which they operate. A network
can be positive for society and create
employment and stability – it can counter violence and crime. It all depends on
how they are used, says Mats Utas.
Former fighters are frequently hired
as day-labourers in agriculture, mining
and other sectors. With a military background and connections to well-known
NAI 2011 11
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ex-commanders, they are often considered
disciplined and reliable workers. Also,
approaching a former mid-level commander is often the only way to assemble
a large workforce quickly.
Last year’s general elections, won by

sitting president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s
Unity Party (UP), illustrated how former
army groups remain important players
in Liberian politics. The two major parties, UP and Congress for Democratic
Change (CDC), competed in recruiting
former commanders as allies in their
campaigns. Through these ex-military
figures, they mobilised large groups of

ex-combatants and others to join party
rallies and campaigns. Former combatants were also hired by political leaders
for security, in case matters turned violent.
By focusing on mid-level commanders, the two researchers hope to broaden
the understanding of the importance of
military networks in Liberian politics
and business.
– Top commanders and common
soldiers rarely have direct links, which
means that without the mid-level commanders the networks die. Those commanders are the key link in the chain,
and the main focus of our study, says
Mats Utas.

Fifty commanders
interviewed
The three-year project, The informal
realities of peace-building – military
networks and former mid-level commanders in postwar Liberia, is financed
by Sida, the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency.
The aim is to shed light on how networks of ex-commanders are sustained and how they influence politics and business in Liberia. About
50 mid-level commanders from different parts of the country, and 200
of their subordinates, are interviewed,
as well as a smaller number of top political, military and business leaders.

Photo: steve forrest/panos

Mats Utas

is a social anthropologist by training.
He has researched
the Liberian civil
wars and published
numerous articles
in journals and books
on child soldiers,
youth mobility,
gender, media and alternative forms
of governance in Liberia. He has for
the past several years researched
informal networks. An outcome of
this is the book African Conflicts and
Informal Power: Big Men and Networks
(2012, Zed Books).

Anders Themnér

Two devastating civil wars
The first civil war (1989–96)
In December 1989, the leader of the NPFL Charles Taylor launched a civil war against
the military regime of Samuel Doe. Doe was assassinated on 10 September 1990.
A peace agreement was reached in 1996. By then, half a dozen rebel groups had been
formed and the conflict had spurred a civil war in neighbouring Sierra Leone. In July
1997, Taylor was elected president.
The second civil war (1999–2003)
Began in 1999 when a rebel group, backed by the government of neighbouring
Guinea, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), emerged
in northern Liberia. In early 2003, a second rebel group, the Movement for Democracy in Liberia, emerged in the south, and soon Charles Taylor’s government controlled only a third of the country. Taylor resigned and fled to Nigeria. A transitional
government was installed but much of the real power remained with rebel groups.
In 2005, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of the UP was elected president. She won a second
term in 2011.

NAI 2011 12

is a peace and conflict researcher.
He has previously
worked on issues
related to the
disarmament, demobilisation and
reintegration of
ex-combatants.
In his book Violence in Post-Conflict
Societies: Remarginalization, Remobilizers and Relaionships (2011, Routledge),
he investigates why ex-fighters reengage in organised violence, using
material gathered in the Republic of
Congo and Sierra Leone. He is currently also heading a project on the
democratic integration of former
warlords in Africa.

A library with a view
Our new library will be a cut above the
rest, says Åsa Lund Moberg, NAI’s chief
librarian. She is referring to the library’s
terrace, which will be open to visitors,
that overlooks the Botanical Garden in
Uppsala. The garden lies in the heart of
the town’s university area and is where
the Nordic Africa Institute’s new premises
are situated.
of the institute, including its library,
will open its doors to the public in September 2012.
In total, 68,384 volumes have to be shifted.
– We are talking about packing 2,253 shelf metres
of books and periodicals. That’s 1,502 moving boxes!
says Åsa Lund Moberg. Or 500 IKEA Billy book
shelves.
– It’s all about logistics, she continues, making
sure that the books are packed and unpacked in
the correct order. The library will remain closed in
August and September, when the bulk of the holdings will be transferred. But the interlibrary loans
will be open throughout the summer.
The new home

– About 75 to 85 per cent of our holdings are unique material, only found in
the Nordic countries. After approximately
six years, 80 per cent of our new acquisitions have been borrowed at least once.
These figures show that we are serving a
very important purpose, she says.
The new library will have an increased
number of reader spaces. Åsa Lund Moberg
hopes they will help to meet the shortage of study places that Uppsala University students currently face. The library’s
visitors and users are mostly students and
researchers, but also include Uppsala residents with roots in Africa.
What’s more, the new premises have
space enough to allow for continued,
rapid expansion of collections, African
studies still being mostly in print form.
– We had three watchwords in mind when we
began planning for the new library in January 2011:
openness, more accessibility and a more welcoming
environment, she says. With brighter and better
planned space, plus the terrace, the new library looks
set to fulfil these expectations.

NAI research wins external funding
In 2011 the Nordic Africa Institute was
granted external research funding – in total
13.7 million SEK – from Sida, the Swedish
Research Council and Formas.
– We are now beginning

to see results after having
reorganised the institute’s research. The external funds
make it possible to bring new researchers and resources
to the institute, says NAI director Carin Norberg.
The rural cluster, led by researcher Kjell Havnevik,
was granted 5.6 million SEK for a three-year project looking into the effects of large-scale agriculture
investments on peoples’ access to land and food security in Africa.
The conflict cluster at NAI, will receive 4.5 mil-

lion SEK from the Swedish Research Council for
a three year project: Navigating between Big Man
Politics and Democratisation: Local Perceptions and
Individual Agency in Processes of Electoral Violence.
Members of the project are Mimmi Söderberg Kovacs,
Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Johanna Söderström, Department
of Government, Uppsala University, and Mats
Utas, the Nordic Africa Institute.
NAI’s urban cluster was granted 3.6 million
SEK by Sida for the three-year project Urban imaginaries and socio-economic exclusion. The project, led
by Ilda Lindell, will be carried out in cooperation
between NAI and the Department of Human Geography, Stockholm University.
NAI 2011 13
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crossing borders
globalisation
CLUSTER
Cluster leader

Mats Hårsmar
Fantu Cheru
Måns Fellesson
Anne Kubai
Francis Matambalya
Lisa Åkesson

Photo: andrew mcconnell/panos

Guest researcher
Chibuike Uche

lobalisation involves cross-border flows occurring on social,
cultural, economic, environmental and political levels.
The researchers of the Globalisation, Trade and Regional
Integration cluster take a broad view of how these processes
affect African societies. Governments commonly respond to globalisation through efforts at regional integration. These often start with the
promotion of trade and foreign investment, then go on to include human
mobility and the integration of social policies. The NAI research projects
focus on economic issues, such as trade, investment and production,
as well as on human mobility and human conditions.
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Research projects
Mapping African immigrants in Sweden
(2011– )
Anne Kubai
Investigates social constellations among
African communities. It addresses the question
of how the Swedish integration policy is facilitating or hindering the integration of skilled
immigrants into the labor force. The project
also looks at the interface between the political
rhetoric of “integration” and actual reality on
the ground.

Trading up through regional integration:
can a productive capacity-driven strategy
provide the answer for the EAC economies?
(2011– )

Money from abroad: migrant remittances
and social inequality in a transnational
setting (2010– )
Lisa Åkesson
Anthropological project with focus on Cape
Verde, a country with a long history of migration
and widespread distribution of remittances
across the population.

Francis Matambalya
Seeks to contribute to a research-based
development policy for the countries of the
East African Community. The main focus is on
innovative ways for African countries to exploit
regional integration and foreign investments.

Productivity potentials and poverty
in relation to sub-Saharan agriculture
(2009– )

Research policy and research practice
in the global knowledge economy:
a comparative study between different
geopolitical settings; the case of East Africa
(2011– )

Mats Hårsmar
Studies the conditions for increased labour,
land and input productivity in small-scale
agriculture. Special emphasis is placed on
socioeconomic processes of technological
change and innovation. The main geographic
focus is West Africa.

Måns Fellesson
A study on global developments in higher education and research with focus on East Africa.
Aims to broaden the understanding of how different policy agendas are interpreted and used
in practice within research and higher education
systems in Tanzania, Uganda and Ethiopia.

Emerging powers, BRIC – Africa
engagements (2009– )
Fantu Cheru
Aims to develop a long-term research strategy
on the influence of the emerging “Southern
powers” on the future development of African
countries.

Leading BRICS scholars met in Uppsala
from other parts of the world joined
in, sharing their expertise and interest
in the growing research on the topic.
Issues covered were trade and investment, food security, energy, culture
and international relations.
Why is Africa on the agenda of individual BRICS member states? How
shall Africa respond to the challenge
posed by the increasing influence of
these countries on the African continent?
These were some of the key issues
highlighted by workshop host Fantu
Cheru, NAI’s outgoing research director.

Fantu Cheru

Photo: Jean-Philippe Deschamps-Laporte 

India and other emerging economic powers has dramatically
changed conditions for Africa’s international relations. While Europe and
the United States remain important
trading partners, Africa’s economic
engagement is beginning to shift towards Asia and other developing countries.
The workshop BRICS-Africa relations: turning threats into opportunity,
held at NAI in June, for the first time
brought together leading scholars
from Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa (the so-called BRICS
countries) to discuss Africa’s relationships in a changing world. Academics

The rise of China,
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Under the cover
of partnership
The EU-Cape Verde Mobility Partnership makes Cape Verde
responsible for supporting the EU agenda on migration control.
However, it gives the West African island state very little in return.

T

he EU commissioner responsible
for migration, Cecilia Malmström,
has recently launched a renewed
EU migration strategy. According
to Malmström, the aim is to boost
EU relationships with non-EU states to better
reap the mutual benefits migration can bring.
The new strategy will give priority to so-called
Mobility Partnerships, and offers them to Tunisia,
Morocco and Egypt, among other countries.
The EU’s intention is that the Mobility Partnerships will play a key role in European policy on
migration and development. It is therefore crucial
to explore the effects of these Partnerships on
countries that have already signed them. One
such country is Cape Verde, and the out-comes
for it are highly questionable.

entered into a Mobility
Partnership with the EU in 2008. The Cape
Verdean government signed on because it hoped
the Partnership would provide new openings
for legal migration to Europe. Another reason
was the country’s dependence on development
support and loans from both the EU and member
countries, the implication being that Cape Verde
could not object to EU’s Partnership proposal.
This was succinctly expressed by one Cape Verdean
official involved in the Partnership negotiations
when I interviewed him: “If we want to maintain
our special relationship with the EU, they say that

The state of Cape Verde
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we have to discuss the Mobility Partnership.
They will compensate us in other ways. Everything is a game.”
Migration and development is one of three
core elements in the main Partnership declaration, but this is not reflected in the annex
setting out the activities that will bring the
agreement into effect. Of the 29 proposed
activities, only three relate to migration and
development. Rather, the activities reflect the
dominance of EU’s migration-control agenda.
Cooperation between Cape Verde and Frontex, the specialised EU agency on border control, plays a prominent role, as does support
from Europol. Strengthening border controls,
introducing biometric passports and Spanish
naval patrols of Cape Verdean waters are also
part of the programme. Moreover, within the
framework of the Partnership there are ongoing
high-level negotiations on Cape Verdean

illustration: karin rönmark/nu agency

Text by Lisa Åkesson

read-mission of third country citizens, for instance, West African migrants who have been in
transit through Cape Verde en route to the Canary Islands. These negotiations are taking place
despite the fact that Cape Verde neither signed
the Geneva Convention of 1951 on the status of
refugees nor has the capacity to receive emptyhanded migrants. What then does Cape Verde
get in exchange for its compliance with the EU’s
securitisation of migration?

mere three (3!) persons to secure labour contracts
in Europe. Beyond that, CAMPO has undertaken
information campaigns on the risks of irregular
migration and detailed manuals on the rules,
regulations and problems that a legal migrant
may encounter. The judgments of Cape Verdeans
on this aspect of CAMPO’s activities are quite
uniform: over and over again people told me that
the real (but hidden) objective of CAMPO is to
stop migration.

by the EU in respect
of the readmission agreement is facilitation of
visa requirements for certain groups, such as
government officials. This means that the Cape
Verdean officials who participate in the negotiations have a personal interest in reaching an
agreement that would make it easier for them to
go on much-coveted trips to Europe. One EU
representatives in Cape Verde confirmed this by
telling me with a little smile, “Those who negotiate
on the Cape Verdean side have a special interest.”
When I confronted one of the Cape Verdean
negotiators with this comment, he readily
admitted that the new visas would be beneficial
for himself and for his children.

CAMPO’s second aim is to “facilitate reintegration
into Cape Verde’s labour market of Cape
Verdeans returning home from EU countries,
and support these in making the best possible
use of their skills and resources...” In order to
meet this objective, CAMPO has produced
an extremely detailed manual for returnees,
which is only available online. The project also
announced it would support promising business
plans presented by returnees, but the upshot of
this has been start-up funds for only three persons.

The compensation offered

of the migration and development element in the Partnership has been
delegated to CAMPO, a €1 million project
managed by Portugal. CAMPO’s first aim is
to “facilitate [the] matching between skills and
available jobs/vacancies and provide relevant
information on migration channels...” Between
2009 and 2011, this has resulted in assisting a

The implementation

Lisa Åkesson

is an anthropologist
and migration researcher. She is engaged on a research
project on policy and
practice as regards
Cape Verdean circular
migration. Her other
research interests are
remittances, transnational families, return
and development and
migration policy.

In sum, the EU has compelled Cape Verde to
enter into a “partnership” that makes the country
responsible for guarding a section of the fosse
around Fortress Europe, in return for empty
promises and a failed development project.
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interview with:
Mats Hårsmar

Bridging the gap
between practise
and policy

Why understanding local
farming techniques matters

Text by Lina Lorentz
How do you explain the fact that some peasants adopt
certain seeds or the plough and others don’t? By studying
the interplay between institutions and new techniques,
and how global actors interact with the local, Mats Hårsmar
is approaching a possible explanation.
– The answer is key to the reduction of poverty,
to enhancing food security and to economic growth,
he says.

T

he world’s fastest growing economies over the
past decade are found in
Africa, but poverty and
hunger are common on
the continent. This is explained to an
extent by the fact that growth, stemming
in part from capital-intensive export
commodities, has not occurred evenly.
Poverty remains a predominantly rural
phenomenon in many countries. The
economic sector with the most potential
to influence rural poverty profoundly is
agriculture.
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– Growth in the agricultural sector
may lead to widespread economic growth
also in other sectors. This in turns spurs
domestic purchasing power, says Mats
Hårsmar. He is focusing his research on
the conditions for increased productivity of labour, land and inputs in smallscale agriculture. The dynamics of technical change and innovation are of particular interest, and he has done extensive
research in this area in Burkina Faso.
has concentrated on three
villages on the central Mossi plateau

His fieldwork

and his findings build on rich statistical
material. The plateau is characterised by
a high level of poverty and most people
are actively engaged in agriculture.
The average household is led by a man
with one or more wives. The men are
usually responsible for the cultivation
of cereals such as sorghum and millet,
while women in addition grow peanuts
or pluck shea nuts on their own fields.
This division of labour means that the
younger men are the most economically independent group.
– It is becoming increasingly common to see this group of young men
riding motorcycles, while clutching their
mobile phones, says Mats Hårsmar.
– Farmers in Burkina Faso have to
cope with lack of rain and market fluctuations. Vulnerability lies in the population pressure per fertile area of land.
It is estimated that by 2030 there will
be no more additional land available for
agriculture in Burkina Faso, he says.
– The challenge is to make the same
piece of land produce greater yields, he

it has become necessary
to explore how to achieve technical
changes. These involve, for example, the
use of improved seed varieties, ploughs,
fertilisers or techniques for restoring
soils and saving water. In his research,
Mats Hårsmar has found that one of
the most decisive factors in the adoption and diffusion of these techniques
has been the character of the relations
between the actors involved.
Understanding the process of technological change means looking at the
farming process itself. Mats Hårsmar has
found that these changes, rather than
being undertaken as isolated actions or
investments, may be linked to and dependent on broader livelihood aspects.
This has important implications for
policy, he says.
– We have to look at the interplay
between institutions (such as laws),
norms (such as the household division
of labour) and actors. It is not the case
that agricultural technical change depends on the characteristics of individuals,
he says. What is important is the character of the relationships and power
structures within the system of accessing
new technologies.

Photo: j b russel/panos

continues. Increased food-crop cultivation would have the largest potential
effects for poverty reduction.

A farmer in Burkina Faso ploughing a field
before planting cereal – the staple food of the
region – ahead of the rainy season.

In light of this,

On the Mossi plateau,

the society rests
on many relationships at various levels.
Social relations depend on the characteristics of and interplay between local
power structures, land ownership and
the household. These relations create
and uphold security networks.
Mats Hårsmar has found that the
diffusion of new seed varieties in the three
villages under study mainly has been
through the state’s agricultural extension
service. The state also collaborates with
village chiefs, who play an important
role. If they like the new seeds, it is much
more likely that small-scale farmers in

the villages will begin to grow them.
The use of ploughs has been adopted
thanks to peasant organisations.
Yet it is not so much that the state’s
extension service or peasant organisations
are agents of change, introducing new
concepts and ideas. Rather, these external
actors form part of a structure that controls and distributes material resources.
It is not only the character of the agents
that influences the diffusion process,
but also their strength in relation to other
agents. Mats Hårsmar argues that both
the character of the relationships and
institutional structures need to be analysed alongside the pattern of communication about new techniques.
– If the current local system of social
relations seems to be working, it offers a
sense of comfort and little incentive to
change or abandon one technique for
another, he says. Globalisation, climate
change and the role of external actors
are to some extent upsetting the local,
creating possibilities for alternatives and
new ideas.

Mats Hårsmar argues that by gaining an understanding of specific local
conditions affecting the success or failure
of the diffusion and adoption of technical changes, agricultural policies geared
to improving farmers’ conditions will
have a better chance of succeeding.

Mats Hårsmar

is senior research associate at the
Nordic Africa Institute. Previously,
he served as chief analyst in development policies at the Swedish
Ministry for
Foreign Affairs.
His research
interests are
agricultural
development,
including
technological
change,
and poverty
dynamics.
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Chris Mlalazi
– guest writer of the year

Photo: Birgitta Hellmark Lindgren

Guest writer at NAI in 2011 was the Zimbabwean
poet and writer Christopher Mlalazi, who came
to stay and work at the institute from April to

June. Christopher Mlalazi has published the
short-story collection “Dancing with life; tales
from the township” and the novels “Many Rivers” and “Autumn Leaves”.
He has received several international awards
and mentions and in 2010 he was the Feuchtwanger Fellow at Villa Aurora in California. In
2011 he won the National Arts Merit Award
(Zimbabwe) for Best Theatrical Production for
his play Election Day. It satirizes a dictator in an
unnamed African country who is losing votes
during a presidential election, but who is swearing that he is not going anywhere.
In 2011, Christopher Mlalazi started a project
with painters from Bulawayo, titled Visualising
Bulawayo In Paintings. The project features three
minute documentaries of each painter, which
show their work and also include interviews with
the artists. The films are posted on Christopher
Mlalazi’s blog.
To date, five guest writers have honoured
NAI with their presence: Ama Ata Aidoo (2001),
Gabeba Baderoon (2005), Tolu Ogunlesi (2008),
Shailja Patel (2009) and Brian James (2010).

Expert talks on joint missions
Are hybrid peacekeeping operations the way
forward for handling conflicts on the African
continent? A workshop in Uppsala 15-16
December brought together high level officials
from the African Union (AU) and the United
Nations, international scholars and military
experts to discuss the challenges of AU- UN
joint missions.
–This debate forms an important part of
efforts to improve how the international community undertakes peacekeeping, said Linnéa
Gelot, researcher at the Nordic Africa Institute
and one of the organisers. The event was coorganised by the Nordic Africa Institute, the
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Norwegian Institute of International Affairs
(NUPI) and the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation (DHF).
The first AU-UN Hybrid Peacekeeping
Mission for Darfur (UNAMID) was authorised in 2007 and represented a way for the AU
and the UN to jointly respond to Africa’s complex peacekeeping demands. The UN support
office to the AU Mission in Somalia (UNSOA)
has set another example. This support model
was established in Nairobi in 2009 and provides mission support via the UN’s assessed
contribution funding.

Buoyant Soiri chairs NAI’s
research council
The Nordic Africa Institute’s Programme and
Research Council held one of its two annual
meetings in November 2011. Iina Soiri, the council’s new chairperson, led the meeting. Iina Soiri,
senior advisor at the Department for Development
Policy at the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs,
has been working on African-related issues for a
number of years. – I felt very privileged when
asked to take on the job as chairperson of the
council, she says, my relationship with the institute
goes a long way back. I was there on a library
scholarship in 1994 and also enjoyed a travel
grant from NAI in 1997.
– NAI has helped me to grow professionally,
she continues. Iina Soiri was a member of a group
of scholars working on the research project,
“The national liberation of Southern Africa: the
role of the Nordic countries,” initiated by the
Nordic Africa Institute and coordinated by Tor
Sellström. One outcome was a seven-volume
book series that includes Finland and National
Liberation in Southern Africa (NAI, 1999),
which she wrote together with Pekka Peltola.
– I am very much looking forward to 2012.
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The next time the council meets will be in Oslo,
Norway. The meeting will coincide with one of
the anniversary seminars and conferences that
will be held in 2012, the year marking the institute’s 50th anniversary, says Iina Soiri.

Putting the Indian Ocean in focus
NAI researcher Tor Sellström, with long experience from working in the Indian Ocean, in 2011
started to build the foundation for a research
programme about the region, which is of increasing strategic and economic importance.
– Mainly we would like to look deeper into
the questions of sovereignty and the role of the
African Union. This region unfortunately is
an illustration of the inequalities in the world
that we live in. Here you find examples of flagrant violations of the sovereignty of independent countries and the AU is quite ineffectual
against the military world powers, said Tor
Sellström.

The Indian Ocean has in the past been
neglected within Africa-research in the Nordic
countries. NAI researcher Tor Sellström spent
the month of October travelling across the region
to establish contacts with local universities and
organisations.
The African region of the Indian Ocean
consists of a disparate group of islands: the independent nations Madagascar, Mauritius, the
Seychelles and Comoros, the French departments
Mayotte and Reunion, as well as the semi-autonomous Zanzibar outside the coast of Tanzania.
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agrarian changes
rural
CLUSTER
Cluster leader

Kjell Havnevik
Tea Virtanen
Eva Tobisson
Terje Oestigaard
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Guest researchers
David Ross Olanya
Christer Lindberg

he Rural and Agrarian Change, Property and Resources
research cluster engages directly with the situations in rural
Africa, today and over time. It addresses the major issues
facing a majority of people in Africa: land, water, diversification of rural production and livelihood conditions. Topics of
particular importance are land ownership and entitlements, land
grabbing processes, natural resource management, livestock rearing,
community forestry and environmental sustainability. The cluster’s
research also pays attention to socio-religious aspects and rituals in the
rural context. Other fields of study are gender relations and the consequences of globalisation. The aim is to advance the understanding
of rural and agrarian change over time and its connections with the
national and international spheres to lay the basis for realistic policies
and strategies that enhance rural production and livelihoods.
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Research projects

Rainmaking and climate change in Tanzania:
traditions, rituals and globalisation (2010– )
Terje Oestigaard
Studies the relationship between traditional rainmaking and agricultural practices in the face of modernity,
globalisation and climate change. It looks at how different sources of water (rain, rivers and lakes) enable
changing strategies and agricultural practices.

Large-scale agro-investments in Tanzania
– impacts on smallholder land access and food
security (2012–15)
Kjell Havnevik
Investigates large-scale agro-investments in biofuels
and whether they lead to economic exclusion of rural
smallholders. The character of any exclusions and
implications for production and consumption are
identified.

To follow cattle or the sheikh?
Socio-religious change among
pastoralists in Cameroon (2010– )
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Tea Virtanen
As a part of a larger study on the
diversification of Islamic religiosity in
Cameroon, this project examines the
reasons for and consequences of the
growing popularity of the Tijaniyya
Sufi order among the culturally and
politically marginalised pastoralists in
rural Adamaoua.

Lessons learned from ESIA implementation in Bagamoyo
district, Tanzania with special reference to bioenergy (2009–11)

Poor people’s livelihood strategies in coastal communities
in southeastern Zanzibar (2010– )

Kjell Havnevik
How do biofuel investments affect Tanzanian smallholders?
The environmental and social impacts of a bioenergy project led
by Sekab (Swedish Ethanol Chemistry AB) are analysed.

Eva Tobisson
Explores coping strategies adopted by women and men, using a
combination of land-based and marine resources. It examines the
factors instrumental in poor people’s capacity to escape, or avoid
falling into, poverty.

Critical look at rural change concepts
seminar
series comprised seven events organised in conjunction with the Swedish
Interdisciplinary Research Network
on Livelihoods and Natural Resource
Governance (SERN).
The aim of the series was to gain
a deeper understanding of poverty,
empowerment, land-grabbing,
livelihoods, displacement, power and
food security. These concepts are used
by researchers and policy-makers to
address current rural and agrarian
development issues. However, there is
often insufficient understanding of the
concepts’ limitations and biases.

The “Challenging Concepts”

The seminar presenters were asked
to address four broad questions:
Where does the concept come from,
at what time and why? How has the
content of the concepts changed over
time, and why? What can the use of
the concepts in research add to the
understanding of societal change and
development? What is the relevance
of the concept for policies and
development interventions?
In her presentation, Amanda
Hammar, MSO Professor of African
Studies, Centre of African Studies,
Copenhagen University, reflected on
the paradoxes of displacement.

“Displacement is not
just about loss, it’s
also absolutely about
what is accumulated;
who benefits from
this; who replaces
whom; what kind of
wealth is, at the same
time, generated out
of loss and destruction,” she said. A book, edited by cluster members and based on the seminars, will be produced in 2012.
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When everything
depends on the rain

Drought, rain-fed agriculture
and food security
In sub-Saharan Africa, 95 per cent of agriculture is rain-fed. Climate
change represents an increased vulnerability for farmers, who face
poverty, hunger and famine when the erratic rain fails. The only thing
that matters in the end is whether the rain comes.

Text by Terje Oestigaard

T

he drought in the Horn of Africa in
2011 affected up to 13 million people.
Parts of Somalia and Ethiopia were
hardest hit, but regions in Kenya and
Tanzania were also affected. In
Mwanza region in Tanzania, south of the shores
of Lake Victoria, the rainy season almost completely failed during the spring of 2011. Although
there was some rain, it was too little and too
erratic for agriculture. During the autumn of
2010, the rain was also bad, but it was enough to
produce some food. When the rain did not come
the following spring, the fields were left uncultivated or covered in failed crops. The farmers
faced the “hungry season” with barren fields and
hardly any food. When the rain came in late
August, it was met with great relief in Usagara
village. Everybody had survived the difficult
season, but as one old woman remarked, this
drought had been one of the three worst in her
whole life. Famine is serious food deficit, and
in the globalised world where one needs money,
farmers face a difficult choice: should one grow
food or cash crops?
Coping with the uncertainties of erratic rain-
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fall in a time of climate change, when rainfall
patterns fluctuate even more markedly, is an
immense challenge. Farmers living on the absolute
subsistence minimum are dependent on rain
and making the right decisions. But how is it
possible to be strategic when everything depends
on the uncertainty of the rain? Millet is a low
water-intensive crop and in times of hardship this
staple may secure livelihoods. Rice and cotton,
on the other hand, demand much water for cultivation, but if good rain comes in abundance,
they are also the choices that bring the most money
and prosperity. The farmers cannot afford to make
wrong decisions, yet they do, because everything depends on the rain, which is impossible
to predict.
The main solution is diversifying risks. Specialisation may increase vulnerability, whereas diversification may reduce the uncertainties. Some plots
of land are used for maize, cassava, beans and
vegetables and others for rice and cotton, but
herein also lays a paradox. If all the land is used
to grow millet, which is low water-intensive but
generating little cash, there might be enough food

when the rain fails or is insufficient. However,
if fields are put to millet cultivation and the rain
is good, farmers will lose money and opportunities
because of their wrong choice of crop. Thus,
when the rain fails and the farmers hope that it
will start again, a lot of arable land is left uncultivated because they will not put the prepared rice
fields under millet in case the rain comes. Hence,
food deficits are also culturally made, but this
situation highlights the impossible choices farmers
have to make when their lives and subsistence are
totally dependent on the unpredictable annual
rains.
When the rains fail completely, all these
strategies are in vain. The result is hunger and
famine, which have huge impacts on society.
People have to get money to buy food. Today, the
global market on which they sell their agricultural products during times of good rain is also
the place they have to buy their necessities at
fluctuating and increasing prices when there is
drought.
Money matters and changes lives. Seasonal migration, day labour in the construction business,
making mud-bricks and charcoal and perhaps
increased prostitution are some of the options to

get money. The arrival of the annual rains is a
matter of life and death.
Religiously, rainmaking has been the most
important ritual in many African traditions.
Controlling the rain and manipulating the weather
was the responsibility of the chief and gave him
the legitimacy to be the ruler. In today’s globalised world, however, this tradition is rapidly
disappearing, although the cultural memory still
exists and has importance.
The need to control the life-giving water has
not disappeared but has become increasingly
important, but in other terms. Rain-fed agriculture is highly vulnerable to the uncertainties of
rainfall patterns. In conjunction with increased
population growth and greater pressure on all
resources, irrigation and more efficient farming
systems will improve food security and reduce
poverty.
Rain-fed agriculture poses significant challenges

for current and future food security, especially
given the uncertainties posed by climate change,
which will change rainfall patterns and increase
the vulnerability of farmers. In Tanzania, as elsewhere in Africa, the food security question is thus
integral to poverty alleviation and development.

Terje Oestigaard

is an archaeologist and
water researcher. His
current fieldwork is
focused on Nile Basin
issues, past and present.
His other major areas
of research are political
archaeology, death rituals and cremation and
the connection between
water and religion.
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interview with:
Kjell Havnevik

Global rush for land
puts smallholders at risk
Text by Lina Lorentz

Over the past ten years, it is estimated that some 230
million hectares of land in developing countries have been
seized in international deals for the purposes of producing food and energy for export. Africa is the prime
target of this land rush. During this period, an area of the
continent twice the size of France has been sold or leased.
– Land grabbing undermines the land rights of smallholders and could damage the long-term sustainability
of agriculture, says Kjell Havnevik.

T

he increasing competition
for land has been triggered
by population growth and
growing consumption by a
global minority. In particular,
there have been market demands for food
and biofuels. The unprecedented demand
for land has made African small-scale
farmers particularly vulnerable to dispossession, argues Kjell Havnevik.
The book Biofuels, Land Grabbing
and Food Security in Africa, which he
co-edited with Prosper B. Matondi and
Atakilte Beyene, was published in 2011.
Using evidence from across the contiNAI 2011 26

nent, the authors show how farmers risk
food insecurity, loss of access to water
and land and displacement.
The book points out how the
decision-makers’ enthusiasm for large
plantations has been acted upon by
African governments. They have been
quick to make land available for private
acquisition by foreign and local private
companies, even contrary to national
legislation.
The worldwide rush for land and
the increasing marginalisation of rural
communities have attracted the attention
of researchers and sparked a global debate.

Land grabbing was

on the agenda of the
UN climate change summit in Durban
in December 2011. Earlier in the year,
Olivier De Schutter, UN special rapporteur on the right to food, argued
that “agricultural investment must be
investment that benefits the poor in the
South, rather than leading to a transfer
of resources to the rich in the North. It
must be investment that truly reduces
hunger and malnutrition, rather than
aggravating them.”
– Even the EU has begun to take
the criticism of land grabbing seriously.
It has come to understand that agroinvestment can no longer be considered
as a silver bullet that simultaneously
resolves energy, food and climate problems. For historic and current reasons,
African smallholder agriculture has low
productive levels. Large-scale agro-investment is seen as a shortcut to modernisation by many, says Kjell Havnevik.
His research, undertaken in cooperation with Swedish and Tanzanian colleagues, focuses on such agro-investment
in Tanzania and its impacts on smallholder access to land and food security.

What Tanzanian smallholders need is improved production
conditions, stable prices for inputs and crops and better
access to markets, according to Kjell Havnevik.
Photo: william daniels/panos

– Based on experience so far, it is
possible to conclude that large-scale investments have many negative effects at
a local level. More research is needed to
explore how investments in agriculture,
both large- and small-scale, can further
smallholders’ interests, he continues.
The Tanzanian government has been
aggressive in trying to attract foreign
investors to build its agricultural sector.

– This has been the case in spite of
the fact that Tanzania has some 11,000
registered villages that manage 70 per
cent of the land on behalf of the state.
About four in five people depend on agriculture. What Tanzanian smallholders
need is improved production conditions,
stable prices for inputs and crops and
better access to markets. Aiming primarily at large-scale agriculture, as the gov-

ernment does, means that support for
small-scale farmers is put in jeopardy,
argues Kjell Havnevik.
nature
of large-scale agro-investment, the
World Bank released a report in 2011
with a set of voluntary guidelines.
“Done right, large scale farming can
provide opportunities to poor countries
Acknowledging the problematic

“Tanzania has some 11.000 registered villages that
manage 70 per cent of the land on behalf of the state.
About four in five people depend on agriculture.”
Kjell Havnevik
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What will be the result?
Damaged biodiversity and ecosystem
Lowered water tables
Increased use of fertilisers and pesticides
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Why the rush for land?
World’s oil reserves are soon depleted
Food prices are rising
Ongoing race to find green energy

Although there have been significant large-scale investments
in land in Africa, many schemes have failed to materialise  or
have suffered delays.

with large agricultural sectors and ample endowments of land,” it argued.
– It is true that there are so-called
corporate social responsibility principles
that aim to guide big corporations with
regard to social and environmental
issues. However, they amount to little
more than window-dressing. This has
prompted local and international NGOs
to criticise large-scale biofuel investments
in Tanzania. We have witnessed local
protests when smallholders’ interests
have been overlooked. The focus on
exports of food and energy, when deep
poverty and food insecurity remains,
has also caused many local NGOs to
protest, says Kjell Havnevik.
Major international agro-investors
in Tanzania include US-based AgriSol
Energy LLC, Dubai-based Pharos Global
Agricultural Fund and the Swedish
municipal company Sekab, whose projects have been taken over by the company Ecodevelopment in Europe.
to purchase and lease
contracts, there is hardly any transparency and accountability.

When it comes
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– To change this is a long-term
process. It requires strengthening local
democracy to ensure that both local
and national leaders feel they are being
watched by the people. It is crucial to
develop avenues that will enable African
voices from below to be heard, Kjell
Havnevik argues.
Along similar lines, Prosper B. Matondi,

co-editor and executive director of the
Ruzivo Trust, a not-for-profit organisation based in Harare, was quoted in an
interview in 2011 as saying: “African
governments need to come up with land
policies, break democratic space for people
to negotiate, but the basic political will
is not there.”
Although there have been significant
large-scale investments in land in Africa,
many schemes have failed to materialise
or have suffered delays. Kjell Havnevik
stresses that investing in land is not a
magic solution to the world’s quest for
food and biofuels. He envisions that
there will be conflicts over water and
land and that it will take far longer for
the investment to be realised.

– Indeed, with increased home-grown
criticism, it will be difficult for the investments to operate according to plans.
The best way to promote the production,
export and security of food in Africa is
to support smallholder agriculture on the
continent, concludes Kjell Havnevik.

Professor Kjell Havnevik

has wide experience as a teacher,
lecturer and researcher on African
rural and development issues.
He has been
working with
universities
and research
institutes in
Norway,
Sweden and
Tanzania.
Kjell Havnevik
has published a
number of
books and articles with a special
focus on rural development,
natural resource management,
and international financial institutions’ strategies in, and development assistance to, Africa.

“I will try to contribute
in my own way”

O

n the day of his departure, we asked
Emmanuel how he felt about returning home.
– I feel excited and proud at
being part of a history that resulted
in the creation of this newest country. Against all
odds, I managed to cast my vote in London last
January. I have a principle that a person’s home is
always the best place for that person, despite the
challenges or difficulties that home may present.
I have worked, studied and travelled to many countries in Africa, Europe, Asia and North America
– but there is not a country I feel more comfortable
in than back home in South Sudan.
What do you think lies ahead for the people of
your country?
– The main obstacle is managing peace. People
expect security to prevail, delivery of basic social
services to increase, improvement of infrastructure
and roads to occur, provision of food to the people
to start and creation of employment opportunities.
These are no easy undertakings and they may take
a while, as the country lacks human resources.
Therefore a major challenge is the capacity of South
Sudanese to manage a country free of foreign influence
and support.
What are your personal plans for the future?
– My personal plans are to contribute in my

own little way to the development of South Sudan.
First, I plan to start a nursery/daycare/kindergarten
to provide work opportunities for women. Second,
to start a demonstration secondary school, in which
I plan to transform the findings of my project into
concrete actions. I will also continue researching in
the areas of education, HIV/AIDS and appropriate
policies to bring the issue of this viral disease to the
centre of education. Finally, I plan to settle in the
village where my demonstration model school will
be located to educate the community on basic environmental and personal hygiene principles, such as
the need to have toilets.

Photo: Jean-Philippe Deschamps-Laporte 

Emmanuel Walla, PhD scholarship holder
at NAI from mid-October to mid-December 2011, was the first guest of the institute
from South Sudan, a country that had
won its independence only a few months
earlier.
Emmanuel Walla was working on his
PhD project about HIV/AIDS education in
South Sudan.
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cities drive change
URBAN
CLUSTER
Cluster leader

Ilda Lindell

Onyata Adama
Andrew Byerley
Jenny Cadstedt
Mats Utas
Guest researchers
Mary Njeri Kinyanjui
Michael Hooper

he growth of cities is one of the most significant transformations taking place in contemporary African societies.
Cities in Africa are the sites of major political, economic
and social innovation. They are also key platforms for
interaction with the wider world. African cities represent major challenges as well as opportunities for the myriad actors engaged in all
aspects of urban life. Both challenges and opportunities need to be
understood if a sustainable urban future is to be achieved on the continent. Research within the Urban Dynamics cluster examines the
multiple processes of urban change in Africa. Thematic areas include
urban informality, governance and politics, urban modernities and
planning rationalities, urban infrastructure and services, and inequality
and social conflict.

Photo: jacob silberberg/panos

Traffic in Lagos, Nigeria.
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Research projects

Photo: johan resele

Youth and marginality in urban
Sierra Leone (2004– )
Mats Utas
Aims to improve understanding of the
predicaments facing the marginalised
young in postwar Sierra Leone by
exploring both economic transactions
in the informal sector and the abstractions of imagination and fantasy.

Photo: onyanta adama

Collective organisation among
informal workers in African cities
(2004–11)
Ilda Lindell
Addresses the ways informal workers
organise to defend their rights and
livelihoods. The aim is to uncover the
agendas, alliances and strategies used
by associations and unions of informal
workers, particularly vendors. The focus
is Maputo and Accra.

Beyond poverty: an insight into the informal
solid-waste recycling sector in Kaduna,
Nigeria (2010– )
Onyanta Adama
Examines the structure and functioning of
informal solid-waste recycling in Kaduna.
It investigates the specific conditions shaping
the activities of and opportunities and problems
facing informal sector workers, as well as their
responses.

Seeking the Good City and the Good Citizen:
colonial and postcolonial governmentality and
urban planning in Africa (2010– )
Andrew Byerley
Focuses on how modern projects of power and
knowledge have defined urban spaces, bodies
and social formations. Three projects are in
focus: the Walukuba housing estate in Jinja,
Uganda; the Kuisebmond municipal compound
in Walvis Bay, Namibia; and Leonard ThorntonWhite’s  Nairobi master plan (1948).

The private rental market and tenants in formalising and upgrading informal settlements
in Tanzania (2010–11)
Jenny Cadstedt
Seeks a deeper insight into the private rental
market and the situation of tenants in relation
to land formalisation and upgrading projects in
unplanned settlements in urban Tanzania.

Boost for research on urban visions
Chaos and decay, this is the common

image of African cities. But many political leaders and city planners today hold
very different urban visions. They intend
to reverse such negative images through
strategies to modernise their cities and
improve their international competitiveness.
Inspired by Western ideals, such
strategies often disregard and negatively
affect the lives of poorer urban dwellers.

During 2011 the Urban Dynamics
cluster received a grant of 3.6 million
SEK by Sida (Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency) for
a three-year project titled Urban imaginaries and socio-economic exclusion.
– How are urban dwellers affected
by attempts to create an orderly, prosperous “world-class” city? The project
investigates how intensifying modernising interventions affect the lives

of marginalized groups, how they respond and what their own visions and
dreams for the city are, says project
leader Ilda Lindell.
The project will be conducted in
collaboration with researchers at the
Department of Human Geography,
Stockholm University.
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Between
exhilaration and pain

			 Hosting the All Africa
			Games in Maputo

The stakes and expectations were high when Mozambique hosted
the All Africa Games in September 2011. However, the major multisports event forced many vendors to relocate and lose their livelihoods. Why did the games fail to be a moment of joy and celebration
for everyone as anticipated?

Text by Ilda Lindell

T

he hosting of international events
has become a common strategy for
marketing cities and making them
internationally competitive. In Africa,
such events are also seen as an opportunity for countering negative perceptions
of the African city as poor, chaotic and doomed.
Eager to project a modern image of their cities,
governments embark on major efforts to create
the impression of an orderly, prosperous and
“world class” city.
The urban poor and their activities are seldom
seen as part of this revamped image of the city.
Image-making strategies often necessitate their
displacement and the policing of prime areas to
ensure their invisibility. In the context of widespread urban deprivation, contrasts are further
exacerbated and urban exclusion becomes more
entrenched.
In 2009, the Mozambican government vigorously
embarked on its largest ever sports infrastructure
project by building a national stadium, an athletes’
village of 800 modern flats and Olympic-size
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swimming pools on the periphery of Maputo.
The mega-infrastructures and the hosting of the
games were seen as a means to assert the nation’s
capacity to the world and to strengthen national
pride among its citizens.
Built by a Chinese firm, and despite worker
strikes and violence, the stadium was completed
on time for the All Africa Games in September
2011. The modern sports facilities stand in stark
contrast to the nearby residential areas, which
are lacking in basic infrastructure.
A large number of vendors and marketers
operate in the surrounding areas. At the unplanned
“Drive In” market, located across the national
road from the stadium, traders could not wait for
the games to start. They anticipated higher sales,
thanks to their strategic location. In the longer
term, however, they had been warned they will
be relocated to make way for “urban development.”
Meanwhile, hundreds of other traders in the
area had already experienced the bitter taste of
relocation. They used to sell at a very profitable
location close to the national road and the stadium. About half a year before the games, they

Street vendors outside Mozambique’s national stadium
in Maputo, built by a Chinese firm for the All Africa Games
held in September 2011.

Photo: Ilda lindell 

were told they had to leave, as the area was to be
turned into a parking lot for the stadium.
Fearing drastic consequences for the vendors,
their spokesperson proposed that they would
move to an empty area nearby. The authorities
eventually agreed and the vendors built stalls
and moved in. However, the new location is
removed from the flow of customers and sales
plummeted. “They dumped us here and don’t
care about whether we have something to eat or
if we suffer,” a trader remarked. In tears, another
trader said, “I know about business. But when
the games begin, I will be out of capital and
won’t be able to make a profit!”
Thus the vendors left their stalls to sell by
the national road. This is a very risky venture. The
police chased the vendors away and fatal accidents
were frequent because of the heavy traffic. But the
vendors had little choice. As one explained, “I have
to go sell there to make at least enough money
to pay for the bus to get home.” Finding themselves between a rock and a hard place, for these
vendors the stadium and games brought a heightened sense of fear and danger to their lives. In

spite of the hardships, many were proud of the
stadium and expressed hopes that “development”
of the area will improve their lives in the longer
run. Only the future will tell whether their
hopes will bear fruit.
Mega-events are impacting cities and their citizens

in many other countries and parts of the world.
Their effects on the lives of urban dwellers in the
Global South are still under-studied. However,
existing research suggests that such events often
set in motion processes and interventions that
deepen exclusion among certain groups of the
urban poor. Events like the World Cup 2010
in South Africa, the Commonwealth Games
2010 in India, the Africa Cup of Nations 2008
in Ghana illustrate these developments, even if
each of them also has unique features. Capacity
among affected groups to organise themselves
collectively and contest their exclusion is critical
to avert the worst consequences, albeit with no
guarantee of success. It remains to be seen how
their needs will be addressed in future events on
the continent and beyond.

Ilda Lindell

is Associate Professor
and her research focuses
on urban issues in Africa.
She is the editor of the book
Africa’s informal workers:
Collective agency, alliances
and transnational organizing in urban Africa (2010,
Zed Books) and is the
author of a number of
articles. As of 2012,
she will be based at the
Department of Human
Geography, Stockholm
University.
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interview with:
Onyanta Adama

Almajirai caught
		 in the crossfire

Capacity of informal
workers rarely recognised
Abandoned by their parents and neglected by the government,
almajirai or male pupils of the Islamic educational system arguably
live at the very bottom of Nigerian society.
Researcher Onyanta Adama explains why the often marginalised and victimised almajirai may hold the key to solving some
of Nigeria’s solid waste management problems.

Text by Mattias Sköld

I

t is an ancient tradition for poor
families in rural areas in northern
Nigeria and in neighbouring
countries to send their children
to Islamic boarding schools in
the Nigerian cities of the north. Once
there, they often receive little education
and have no financial support from their
parents. They are also vulnerable to all
kinds of abuse. In addition, the almajiri
phenomenon raises issues of national
security. There are many reports of
almajirai being used as foot soldiers in
violent clashes between religious groups
in the north.

In the wake of several deadly attacks by
the Islamist terror group Boko Haram
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in 2011, the almajirai again came into
the limelight. “Almajiri headaches: Emirs
declare war” screamed the main headline of The Saturday Sun newspaper on
19 November 2011. According to comments attributed to the emirs, who are
influential traditional leaders in the north,
the almajiri system had to be banned,
since it was a potential recruitment base
for terrorist groups like Boko Haram.
What has failed to make the headlines is the fact that the almajirai are
important stakeholders in municipal
solid waste management in some northern
Nigerian cities. In the city of Kaduna,
almajirai perform a crucial role by filling
a gap left by government in low income
areas. The younger almajirai actively

collect and dispose of household waste,
while the older ones pick and sort recyclable materials such as glass, plastics and
metals from the waste dumps. By recovering an appreciable volume of waste material from the waste stream, they contribute to environmental sustainability,
albeit by default, since they engage in
the activity primarily to earn a living.
With a population of 167 million, Nigeria

is Africa’s most populous nation. In a
single day, the Nigerian people produce
about 3 million plastic waste bottles.
Currently, the first house made from
plastic in the country and probably in
Africa is being built in Kaduna by the
NGO Development Association for

Child waste pickers, at the bottom of the recycling chain,
play an important part in Nigeria’s waste management sector.
Photo: onyanta adama 

Renewable Energies (DARE). What is
particularly interesting about the project is the NGO’s decision to employ
almajirai. The NGO is paying them
double what they normally make from
begging to help construct houses from
recycled plastic bottles.
While the government has failed to
recognise the role of almajirai in solid
waste management and the group may
risk further stigmatisation and victimisation for “national security reasons,”
the NGO seems to acknowledge that
the almajirai represent potential to be
tapped.
– It is not my aim to romanticise
the informal sector, because there are
negative practices associated with the

sector. For example, the environment is
polluted when copper wires are burned
to extract the valuable metal. The system
is also highly hierarchical, with the waste
pickers at the bottom barely able to survive, while the agents and the recycling
plants at the top make much of the
money. However, the contributions of
waste pickers and the informal sector in

general cannot be ignored.
– In addition to resource recovery,
they make a valuable contribution to
the local economy. A host of economic
activities revolve around this sector,
and it employs many people, generating income. Also, there are financial
benefits for the government. The informal recovery of waste contributes to

“However, the contributions of waste
pickers and the informal sector in
general cannot be ignored.”
Onyanta Adama
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Iron bars for the construction industry
produced at a recycling plant .

The chain of metal recycling in the city of
Kaduna: Metal materials at a waste dump.

A woman making household utensils
from aluminium waste .
Photos: onyanta adama 

cost savings by reducing the volume of
waste which goes for final disposal. Also,
the system is entirely self-financed, says
Onyanta Adama.
illustrates
the limited recognition of the informal
sector by city governments across the
country. In Kaduna, the state government is largely indifferent to the plight
of informal stakeholders. Currently, the
government has initiated a “Waste-toWealth” project with the major aim of
encouraging recycling. The government
intends to go into partnership with two

The case of the almajirai

foreign firms and local contractors, but
is silent on the role of informal stakeholders such as the almajirai, who are
already active in recycling. Similarly,
no attention is being given to the impact
such projects may have on their livelihoods. Nor are there plans to integrate
them into the formal system.
– There is a need for the government to officially recognise informal
stakeholders, to address urban poverty
in general and the plight of almajirai
and the associated risks to national
security in particular. Such recognition
would pave the way for the adoption of

Who are Boko Haram?
The Islamist Boko Haram intensified its activities in 2011, carrying out several
deadly attacks in northern Nigeria and further straining relations between Nigeria’s largely Christian south and its mostly Muslim north.
The group became active in about 2003. Boko Haram, which in Hausa, the
language of northern Nigeria, means “Western education is sinful,” is loosely
modelled on the Taliban movement in Afghanistan. It demands the adoption of
sharia, Islamic law, throughout Nigeria.
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measures that promote a more sustainable municipal solid-waste management
system, says Onyanta Adama.

Onyanta Adama

holds a PhD in Human geography.
Her current research project is on
informal sector recycling in Kaduna,
Nigeria. Her primary research interest is on the governance of solid
waste management with a special
focus on how specific historical and
political processes shape the institutions and practices of governance.
Her other research interests are
capital relocation, state and nation
building in post-colonial Africa.

Luthuli and
Hammarskjöld
commemorated
Dr Albertinah Luthuli , daughter of Nobel Prize
laureate and former ANC leader Albert Luthuli,
visited the Nordic Africa Institute in November.
She and other members of the Luthuli family had
been invited to Sweden and Norway to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Nobel Prize awards
to Albert Luthuli and Dag Hammarskjöld in 1961.
A symposium entitled “Albert Luthuli and Dag
Hammarskjöld – leaders and visionaries” took place
in Uppsala and Oslo. The event was jointly organised
by NAI, the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation and
the Luthuli Museum in Groutville, South Africa.
– I am very pleased to visit Sweden and Norway.
It brings back the old memories of when it was
announced on the radio that the winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize was my father. There was such joy around
the village where we lived – and I feel the same way
today. It is like history repeating itself and I dare say
that my father, wherever he is now, must be pleased
that his children have been able to come to see this
place 50 years after he was given the Nobel Prize,
said Dr Albertinah Luthuli.

Photo: mattias sköld 

Premiere for researcher blogs
For the first time researchers at the Nordic Africa
Institute started sharing their research on personal
blogs in 2011. Social anthropologist Mats Utas’
blog on conflict and post-conflict in Africa quickly
attracted many followers. Mats Utas and peace and
conflict researcher Anders Themnér both posted
reports and analysis on Liberia before and after the
country’s general elections in October-November.
On another blog Urban Dynamics researcher
Andrew Byerley shared reflections from his field

work in Uganda, where he was studying urban
planning in the cities of Jinja and Kampala.
– Today’s simple tools give our researchers an
opportunity to share information in real time. Now
anyone who is interested in learning more about what’s
going on in Uganda, Liberia – and shortly many
other African countries – can get our experts’ analyses
and reflections straight from the field, said Head of
Communications Birgitta Hellmark Lindgren.
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Participants from the US at the conference dinner at Uppsala Concert and Congress Hall.
Seventy countries were represented at the conference, and 531 of the 1,197 pre-registered
participants were women.

Keynote speaker Professor Oyeronke Oyewumi of
Stony Brook University in the US gave her lecture
“The coloniality of power and the production of
knowledge on Africa” at Ekonomikum, the main
venue of the conference.

The opening ceremony took place at the
Grand Auditorium, Uppsala University.
NAI director Carin Norberg and outgoing
research director Fantu Cheru gave the
welcoming addresses. Other speakers
included Paul Nugent, president of AEGIS
and Professor Issa Shivji, University of
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

NAI director Carin Norberg interviewed
by local media at Ekonomikum.

Participants of panel 60 “Social movements in
Africa.” The aim of the panel was to explore the
extent to which social movements in Africa adopt
a critical position regarding social and political
domination. What strategies do they use to intervene in social debates and politics?

Keynote speaker Issa Shivji,
University of Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, together with NAI senior
researcher Kjell Havnevik.
Luis Mah presented the paper “Lessons from Korea to Africa:
Leaders, politics and developmental state” to panel 69 “Pockets
of efficiency in the neo-patrimonial state: Hotbeds for the return
of the developmental state in Africa.”
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Professor Pierre Boilley (Centre d’études
des mondes africains) and Professor
Patrick Chabal (King’s College London).

NAI researcher Francis Matambalya
attended panel 11, “Tanzania in transition
– from Nyerere to Mkapa.”

South African jazz and soul singer Sani Gamedze performed at the conference dinner at Uppsala Concert
and Congress Hall along with the Uppsala-based choir
Afro – The New Generation. The dinner allowed participants to socialise and network, and to establish
new contacts with colleagues and fellow researchers.
Photos: jean-philippe deschampes-laporte, razvan sandru, birgitta hellmark lindgren and mattias sköld 

ECAs 4 2011
4th European Conference on African Studies
– African Engagements: On Whose Terms?
Uppsala 15–18 June
over the world gathered in Uppsala in June for a conference on important issues
currently facing Africa. Tania Berger, administrative project coordinator, had a busy schedule prior
to and during the four-day conference, obtaining
and distributing the more than 1,000 papers that
were presented to 152 panels. Apart from academic
discussions, the conference offered a number of
side events, ranging from book launches, film
programmes and photographic exhibitions to live
music and receptions by various research centres

Delegates from all

and publishers. The conference was arranged by
the Nordic Africa Institute on behalf of AEGIS,
a network of African studies centres in Europe.
The conference theme “African engagements:
On whose terms?” was chosen to inspire participants
to think critically about how Africans can define
their own priorities and partnerships, and with which
voice(s). Who are, and can be Africa’s real partners
in the quest for mutually beneficial (re-)engagements
and on whose terms?
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published by the institute

forthcoming in 2012
Mats Utas (ed.)

African Conflicts and Informal Power.
Big Men and Networks

Africa Now is an exciting series published by
Zed Books in association with NAI. Featuring
high-quality, cutting-edge research from leading academics, the series addresses the big
issues confronting Africa today. Accessible but
in-depth and wide-ranging, Africa Now engages with the critical political, economic, sociological and development debates affecting the
continent, shedding new light on pressing
concerns.

Kjell Havnevik, Prosper B. Matondi 
and Atakilte Beyene (eds)

Biofuels, Land Grabbing and Food
Security in Africa

248 pp, Pb 9781848138780
Energy crises and climate change
have given rise to global demands
for alternative non-fossil fuels.
This has led to a rapid increase in
investment in liquid biofuel production based on agricultural feedstocks such as sugarcane. Most
African governments see biofuels
as a means to increase agricultural
productivity and export incomes.
Using in-depth African case studies,
this book examines the impacts of large-scale
biofuel production on African agriculture,
especially in terms of food security and the
outsourcing of vital lands.

Cyril Obi and Siri Aas Rustad (eds)

Oil and Insurgency in the Niger Delta:
Managing the Complex Politics of
Petroviolence

255 pp, Pb 9781848138070
The recent escalation in the violent conflict in the Niger Delta has
brought the region to the forefront
of international energy and security concerns. This book analyses
the causes, dynamics and politics
underpinning oil-related violence
in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria.
It focuses on the drivers of the conflict, as well as the ways the crises
have contributed to the transformation of the initial, poorly coordinated and
largely non-violent protests into a pan-Delta
insurgency.

Dorte Thorsen and Iman Hashim

Child Migration in Africa

150 pp, Pb 9781848134560
Child Migration in Africa explores
the mobility of children without their
parents within West Africa. Drawing on the experiences of children
from rural Burkina Faso and Ghana,
the book provides rich material on
the circumstances of children’s
voluntary migration and their experiences of it. Their accounts challenge the normative ideals about a
“good” childhood that often underlie public debates about children’s migration,
education and work in developing countries.
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March 2012, 288 pp, Pb 9781848138827
In the aftermath of an
armed conflict in Africa,
the international community both produces and demands from local partners
a variety of blueprints on
how to reconstruct state
and society. The aim is to
re-formalise the state. In
reality, both African economies and politics are very
much informal in character. Through a variety
of indepth case studies the book shows how
important informal political and economic
networks are in many of the continent’s
conflict areas. It demonstrates that without
a proper understanding of their impacts, attempts to “formalise” African states, particularly those emerging from wars, will be in vain.

Prosper B. Matondi (ed.)

Zimbabwe’s Fast-Track Land Reform

June 2012, 272 pp, Pb 9781780321486
The Fast-Track Land Reform
Programme in Zimbabwe
has emerged as a highly
contested reform process
both nationally and internationally. The image of it
has all too often been that
of the widespread displacement and sub-sequent
replacement of various
people, agricultural-related
production systems, facets and processes.
The reality, however, is altogether more complex. The book examines how processes such
as land acquisition, allocation, transitional
production outcomes, social life, gender and
tenure, have influenced and been influenced
by the forces driving the Programme.

Published by the  institute
Africa has the floor

98 pp, 978-91-7106-685-5
The book contains pictures
of and biographical notes on
all the African writers who
visited the 2010 Göteborg
Book Fair. The introduction
is by NAI director Carin Norberg, the biographical notes
are by Anita Theorell, while
Henning Mankell and Véro80:nique Tadjo have written their
personal reflections.

of social sciences. Studying
Africa is a translation from
the Swedish Att studera
Afrika, which was published
in 2010 in a, thoroughly revised, fourth edition. The
English edition is only available online. Chapters can be
down-loaded for free in full
text format from DiVA.

Signe Arnfred

Sexuality and Gender Politics in Mozambique: Rethinking Gender in Africa

Co-published with James Currey
310 pp, 978-1-84701-035-3
The book is about gender
politics in Mozambique over
three decades from 1975
to 2005. Gender policies
from Portuguese colonialism
through Frelimo socialism to
later neo-liberal economic
regimes share certain basic
assumptions about men,
women and gender relations.
But to what extent do such
assumptions fit the ways in which rural Mozambican men and women see themselves?
The author argues that policies not matching
people’s lives are unlikely to succeed.

Tunde Zack-Williams

When the State Fails: Studies on Intervention in the Sierra Leone Civil War

Co-published with Pluto Press
288 pp, 978-0-7453-3220-8
Compared with Iraq,
Afghanistan and Kosovo,
the recent Western intervention in Sierra Leone has
been largely forgotten. This
book provides a comprehensive and critical overview
of what happened and examines its ongoing consequences. The contributors
provide an informed analysis
of the impact of the intervention on democracy, development and society
in Sierra Leone. They take a particularly critical
view of the imposition of neoliberalism after
the conflict.

In Swedish
AFRIKA/
HAR/ORDET:

9 789171 066732

Marianne Andersson 
and Åsa Lund Moberg (eds)

Studying Africa: a guide to the sources

150 pp, 978-91-7106-686-2
Studying Africa provides an introduction to the
basic handbooks and standard works on contemporary Africa. It also offers guidance on
searching for literature and facts within the field

Gunnel Axelsson Nycander (ed.)

Pengar i handen: sociala trygghetssystem som metod för att bekämpa
fattigdom och hunger

Co-published with Svenska Kyrkans Internationella Arbete
180 pp
Child benefits, pensions and other cash assistance reduce poverty and hunger effectively.
Lessons learned from a number of developing
countries support this. Sweden’s history shows
that social protection is required to give everyone a decent standard of living and a stable
society. Yet Swedish aid has not supported the
development of such systems in poor countries.
This anthology discusses what role social protection can play in the fight against hunger and
poverty.

Eva Evers Rosander

Nyckeln till paradiset: senegalesiska
kvinnors livsvägar

265 pp, 978-91-7331-403-9
Co-published with
Carlssons Bokförlag
The book describes
some of the Senegalese
Mourid women Eva Evers
Rosander met in Senegal
and on Tenerife as immigrants. The author
describes their life paths,
focusing on religion, economics, commerce and
family. In what way do
the living conditions of
the women differ in their home country from
what they encounter in the Diaspora? How do
they achieve their goals?

Current African Issues

53 Folasade Hunsu

Zangbeto: Navigating Between the Spaces
of Oral Art, Communal Security and
Conflict Mediation in Badagry, Nigeria
26 pp, 978-91-7106-688-6

45 Sam Maghimbi, Razack B. Lokina 
and Mathew A. Senga

The Agrarian Question in Tanzania?
A State of the Art Paper

Reflections on the Challenge of Reconstructing Post-Conflict States in West
Africa: Insights From Claude Ake’s Political Writings
40 pp, 978-91-7106-689-3

The Africa Policies of Nordic Countries
and the Erosion of the Nordic Aid Model:
A Comparative Study
66 pp, 978-91-7106-691-6

56 Angela Meyer

Peace and Security Cooperation in
Central Africa: Developments, Challenges
and Prospects
47 pp, 978-91-7106-693-0

Spontaneous or Premeditated?
Post-Election Violence in Kenya
58 pp, 978-91-7106-694-7

The Elite as a Critical Factor in National
Development: The case of Botswana
48 pp, 978-91-7106-695-4

Ce rapport est basé sur une étude de cas originale, incluant
des entretiens extensifs avec les forces armées en République
Démocratique du Congo (RDC). En explorant de manière
critique et remettant en question de manière convaincante
les stéréotypes existants et récits sur les violences sexuelles
dans des lieux de conflit, les auteurs mettent en lumière le
besoin d’une compréhension nuancée des violences résultant
de pratiques traditionnelles et orientées sur les lesbiennes,
gays, bisexuels et transsexuels (LGBT), ainsi que ses victimes
invisibles. Leur analyse va au-delà des explications réductrices
qui distinguent les violences sexuelles d’autres formes de
violences qui affectent les sociétés déchirées par la guerre et
hantent les contextes d’après-guerre. Ainsi nous apportent-elles
des enseignements très importants sur les circonstances dans
lequelles les violences sexuelles se produisent.

59 Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni

95 pp, 978-91-7106-692-3

60 Jide Okeke

97 pp, 978-91-7106-696-1

Why Humanitarian Aid in Darfur is not a
Practice of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’

75 pp, 978-91-7106-708-1

62 Osita A. Agbu

48 Ilda Lindell

Transnational Activism Networks and
Gendered Gatekeeping: Negotiating
Gender in an African Association of
Informal Workers
44 pp, 978-91-7106-712-8

Discussion Paper
NAI Discussion Papers present work in progress, such as new ideas and interim results
from NAI research on Africa, and are circulated
to stimulate discussion and critical comment.
Endorsed and reviewed internally, the papers
have an individual ISBN to facilitate citation.

52 li Anshan 

Chinese Medical Cooperation in Africa:
With special emphasis on the medical
teams and anti-malaria campaign
27 pp, 978-91-7106-683-1

39 pp, 978-91-7106-710-4

Unconstitutional Changes of Government
in Africa. What Implications for Democratic Consolidation?
49 pp, 978-91-7106-711-1

Policy Dialogue
This is a series of short reports on policy issues
relevant to Africa today intended to inform
public debate and to generate input into policymaking. Most of the authors are connected to
NAI or its research networks. The reports are
internally endorsed and externally reviewed.

La Complexité de
la Violence
Analyse critique des violences sexuelles
en République Démocratique du Congo (RDC)

Maria Eriksson Baaz
et Maria Stern

P.O. Box 1703
SE-751 47 Uppsala, Sweden
www.nai.uu.se

47 Musa Abutudu and Dauda Garuba

Natural Resource Governance and EITI
Implementation in Nigeria

The Challenge of Sub-Regional Security
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conferences and workshops organised by the institute

the institute in The media 
“Congo gets first rehab centre for rape victims”
4 February in Reuters (UK). Maria Eriksson
Baaz interviewed.
“Kineserna hjältar på kort sikt”
2 March on Swedish Television, Aktuellt (Sweden).
Fantu Cheru interviewed.
“Varför Libyen och inte Elfenbenskusten?”.
2 April on Swedish Radio, Konflikt (Sweden).
Linda Darkwa interviewed.
“Profile of the week”
27 April on Swedish Radio, P4 (Sweden).
Mats Utas interviewed.
“DR Congo rape study ‘questionable”
19 May on BBC World Service, Focus on Africa
(UK). Maria Eriksson Baaz interviewed.
“Kamerunin karjanhoitajat tiukoilla”
24 May on Swedish Radio, Sisuradio (Sweden).
Tea Virtanen interviewed.
”Berättaren, vittnet och benranglen”
9 June in Hufvudstadsbladet (Finland).
NAI guest writer Chris Mlalazi interviewed.
”Afrikansk jordbruksmark har blivit hårdvaluta”
13 June in Svenska Dagbladet (Sweden).
Kjell Havnevik interviewed.
“Vad gör 1000 afrikaforskare i Uppsala?”
17 June on Swedish Radio, Vetenskapsradion,
SR P1 (Sweden). Report from ECAS 4.
“Vil «avkolonialisere» forskningen”
20 June in Bistandsaktuelt (Norway).
Carin Norberg and Fantu Cheru interviewed.
“Nyfödd stat på randen till inbördeskrig”
1 July on Swedish Radio, Människor och tro
(Sweden). Redie Bereketeab interviewed.
“Famine in the Horn of Africa”
12 August on Swedish Radio, P1 (Sweden).
Linnéa Gelot interviewed.
“I en rörlig värld behövs andra system”
24 August in Svenska Dagbladet (Sweden).
Lisa Åkesson interviewed.
”Forskaren bakom fiktionen”
27 August in Upsala Nya Tidning (Sweden).
Tor Sellström interviewed.
“Fredspris garanterar inte seger”
11 October in Svenska Dagbladet (Sweden).
Anders Themnér interviewed.
“Liberia och valet – i våldets skugga”
8 November on Swedish Radio, P1 (Sweden).
Mats Utas interviewed.

India, Africa and food security: between
the summits

10-11 January in Mumbai, India.
Conveners: Fantu Cheru and Mats Hårsmar.
Co-organised with University of Mumbai,
UNDP Special Unit for South-South
Cooperation.

12-13 December at London School of Economics, UK.
Convener: Ilda Lindell.
Co-organised with London School of Economics.

The age of uncertainty: climate change,
water systems and social development

An appraisal of hybrid and support
models for peacekeeping in Africa

16-18 February at University of Bergen, Norway.
Convener: Terje Oestigaard.
Co-organised with Centre for Advanced Studies at the Norwegian Academy of Science and
Letters, University of Oslo, Department of
Geography, the Faculty of Social Science, the
Nile Basin Research Program, University of
Bergen.

Inception workshop: the informal realities
of peacebuilding – military networks and
former mid-level commanders in post-war
Liberia
13 May in Öregrund, Sweden.
Conveners: Mats Utas and Anders Themnér.

BRICS-Africa relations: turning threats
into opportunity
13-14 June in Uppsala, Sweden.
Convener: Fantu Cheru.

Annual meeting of European librarians
in African studies

14 June in Missionskyrkan, Uppsala, Sweden.
Convener: Åsa Lund Moberg.

4th European Conference on African
Studies

15-18 June in Uppsala, Sweden. See pages
38-39 for more on the conference.

Access to water, land use and poverty
in Africa

27 September at Stockholm International
Water Institute, Stockholm, Sweden.
Convener: Terje Oestigaard.
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary
Research Network on Livelihoods, Stockholm
Environment Institute and Stockholm International Water Institute.

The future of development research:
exploring the Nordic perspective(s)

24-25 November in Copenhagen, Denmark.
Co-organised with the Association of Development Research in Denmark, Dag Hammarskjöld
Foundation, the Finnish Society for Development
Research and the Norwegian Association of
Development Researchers.

Poverty, water and local development

28-30 November in Kampala, Uganda.
Convener: Terje Oestigaard.
Co-organised with the CLACSO-CROP Programme, Makerere University, the Nile Basin
Programme.

”Paus i rösträkning efter valet i KongoKinshasa”
28 December on Swedish Radio P1 (Sweden).
Maria Eriksson Baaz interviewed.

Circular migration

”Tror på benådning i Etiopia”
28 December on Norwegian Radio p4 (Norway).
Kjell Havnevik interviewed.  

Legal empowerment of the poor
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Re-integrating informal economies:
social inclusion or bargain basement
citizenship?

5-6 December in Uppsala, Sweden.
Conveners: Lisa Åkesson and Maria Eriksson
Baaz.
12 December in Uppsala, Sweden.
Conveners: Jenny Cadstedt (NAI), Eva Tobisson
(NAI).
Co-organised with Lund University Centre for
Sustainability Studies (LUCSUS).

15-16 December in Uppsala, Sweden.
Convener: Linnea Gélot.
Co-organised with the Norwegian Institute of
International Affairs and Dag Hammarskjöld
Foundation.

LECTURES AND SEMINARS
ORGANISED BY THE
INSTITUTE
Seminar on the European Report on
Development 2010: “Social protection
for inclusive development – a new
perspective in EU co-operation with
Africa”

1 February in Stockholm, Sweden.
Giorgia Giovannetti (ERD Research Team
Leader), Stephan Klasen (University of Göttingen), Göran Holmqvist (NAI), Gunnel Axelsson
Nycander (Church of Sweden), Annika Sundén
(Swedish Pensions Agency), Torgny Holmgren
(Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs).
Co-organised with the Swedish Development
Forum and the Swedish Ministry for Foreign
Affairs.

Discussion on the revolutions in Tunisia
and Egypt

17 February in Stockholm, Sweden.
Mats Karlsson (Center for Mediterranean Integration), Per Gahrton (Cogito), Carin Norberg
(NAI).
Co-organised with ABF Stockholm and the
Swedish Development Forum.

The poverty concept

16 March in Uppsala, Sweden.
Mats Hårsmar (NAI), Eva Tobisson (NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary
Research Network on Livelihoods.

Building lasting peace

30 March at Sida, Stockholm, Sweden.
Erik Melander (Uppsala University), Joan B. Kroc
(Institute for International Peace Studies, Notre
Dame, Indiana), Angela Ndinga-Muvumba (Accord), Mats Utas (NAI), Anders Rönquist (Sida).
Co-organised with Sida, Uppsala University
and Accord.

The concept of land grabbing

6 April in Uppsala, Sweden.
Kjell Havnevik (NAI), Eva Tobisson (NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary
Research Network on Livelihoods.

Coming of age – Namibia at 21

11 April at Uppsala University, Sweden.
Sten Rylander (former Swedish ambassador to
Namibia), Lena Blomstrand (former Swedish
charge d’affairs in Namibia), Tjiurimo Hengari
(Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation), Henning
Melber (Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation), Carin
Norberg (NAI).

Co-organised with Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation and Uppsala Association of International
Affairs.

Afrika – hopplöst eller blomstrande?

27 April at Medelhavsmuseet, Stockholm,
Sweden.
Mats Utas (NAI), Eva Tobisson (NAI), Mattias
Sköld (NAI), Lennart Wohlgemuth (Swedish
Development Forum).
Co-organised with the Swedish Development
Forum.

NAI internal seminar

4 May in Uppsala, Sweden.
David Booth (the Africa Power and Politics
Programme, London), Anders Sjögren (discussant, NAI).

Writer’s visit: Christopher Mlalazi

5 May at Uppsala stadsteater, Sweden.
Christopher Mlalazi (NAI Guest Writer), Stefan
Helgesson (Stockholm University), Victor
Nyström (Uppsala stadsteater).
Co-organised with Uppsala stadsteater.

Contextualising children’s migration in
West Africa

9 May at the Centre of African Studies, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Dorte Thorsen (University of Reading) Simon
Turner (Danish Institute of International Studies),
Stig Jensen (Centre of African Studies).
Co-organised with Centre of African Studies,
Copenhagen.

Resultatstyrning i biståndet – kan
”obsessive measurement disorder”
undvikas?

10 May at Myntkabinettet, Stockholm, Sweden.
Göran Holmqvist (NAI), Rosalind Eyben (Institute of Development Studies, Sussex, UK),
Tore Ellingens (Stockholm School of Economics),
Daniel Tachys (Stockholm University), Jan
Bjerninger (Sida).
Co-organised with the Swedish Development
Forum and Riksbankens Jubileumsfond.

The empowerment concept

11 May in Uppsala, Sweden.
Rosalind Eyben (Institute of Development
Studies, Sussex, UK), Mats Hårsmar (NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary
Research Network on Livelihoods.

Beatings, bannings and bones: an update on the human rights context in
Zimbabwe

19 May in Missionskyrkan, Uppsala, Sweden.
Shari Eppel (Solidarity Peace Trust), Selvan Chetty
(Solidarity Peace Trust), Brian Raftopoulos
(Solidarity Peace Trust).
Co-organised with the Church of Sweden and
Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation.

Writers’ Africa: Christopher Mlalazi

31 May in Uppsala, Sweden.
Christopher Mlalazi (NAI Guest Writer), Maria
Larsson (Africa Group in Uppsala).

Seminar based on the new “Policy for
environmental and climate issues in
Swedish development cooperation
2011–2014”

8 June in Uppsala, Sweden.
Eva Tobisson (NAI), Carin Norberg (NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Ministry for
Foreign Affairs.

Beyond livelihoods: occupationality and
career formation of Tanzanian artisanal
gold miners

21 September in Uppsala, Sweden.
Deborah Fahy Bryceson (University of Glasgow
and University of Oxford) and Kjell Havnevik
(NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary Research Network on Livelihoods.

of South Africa), Albertinah Luthuli (former
ANC member of the South African national assembly and currently member of the KwaZuluNatal provincial parliament), Tor Sellström (NAI),
Jabulani Sithole (University of KwaZulu-Natal,
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa), Evert Svensson (former Swedish MP).
Co-organised with the Luthuli Museum and
Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation.

Göteborg book fair

The paradoxes of displacement

22-25 September at Svenska Mässan, Gothenburg, Sweden.
Kjell Havnevik (NAI) presented ”Biobränslen
och landgrabbing i Afrika” and ”Landgrabbing i
Afrika”, Anders Sjögren (NAI) presented ”Konflikthantering i Afrika” and ”Säkerhet och demokratisering i Afrika”, Carin Norberg (NAI) participated
in ”Transparens och öppenhet för effektivare
bistånd”.

Dawn in the Serengeti – Sweden’s
partnership with a young African lion
economy

27 September at Ministry for Foreign Affairs,
Stockholm, Sweden.
Mohamed Bilal (Tanzanian Vice President),
Gunilla Carlsson (Swedish Minister for International Development Cooperation), Carin
Norberg (NAI), Mikael Samuelsson (Stockholm
School of Economics).
Co-organised with the East Africa Entrepreneur Progamme at the Stockholm School of
Economics and the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Writers’ Africa: Ngwatilo Mawiyoo

18 October in Uppsala, Sweden.
Ngwatilo Mawiyoo (Kenyan poet), Stefan
Helgesson (Stockholm University).

The concept of power

19 October in Uppsala, Sweden.
Lars Rudebeck (Center for Sustainable Development, Uppsala University), Kjell Havnevik
(NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary
Research Network on Livelihoods.

Nyckeln till paradiset

20 October at ABF Stockholm, Sweden.
Eva Evers Rosander (NAI associate), Lena
Andersson (writer, columnist).
Co-organised with Carlssons Bokförlag and
ABF Stockholm.

South Africa’s mediation role in Africa

21 October at Uppsala University, Sweden.
Kgalema Motlanthe (South Africa’s Vice President).
Co-organised with Uppsala University, Uppsala
Association of International Affairs and Dag
Hammarskjöld Foundation.

Business opportunities in EAC

27 October at Svensk Handel, Stockholm,
Sweden.
Francis Matambalya (NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish East African
Chamber of Commerce.

Albert Luthuli and Dag Hammarskjöld
– leaders and visionaries

8 November in Vasasalen, Uppsala Castle,
Sweden.
John Jones (Networkers South-North), Billy
Modise (former Chief Representative of ANC
in Sweden and former Chief of State Protocol

9 November in Uppsala, Sweden.
Amanda Hammar (Centre for African Studies,
Copenhagen), Kjell Havnevik (NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary Research Network on Livelihoods.

Albert Luthuli and Dag Hammarskjöld
– leaders and visionaries

11 November at Nobel Peace Center, Oslo,
Norway.
Billy Modise (former Chief Representative
of ANC in Sweden and former Chief of State
Protocol of South Africa), Albertinah Luthuli
(former ANC member of the South African national assembly and currently member of the
KwaZulu-Natal provincial parliament), Ingrid
Fiskaa (Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs),
Gunnar Garbo (former leader of the Venstre
party and Norwegian ambassador to Tanzania
and the Eastern and Central African countries),
Tor Sellström (NAI), Jabulani Sithole (University
of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa).
Co-organised with the Luthuli Museum, Dag
Hammarskjöld Foundation and the Dag Hammarskjöld Programme at Voksenaasen.

Large scale international investment in
African agriculture – benefits for whom?

7 December at CODESRIA General Assembly
in Rabat, Morocco. Panel organised by Kjell
Havnevik (NAI).

Celebrating 50 years of Tanzania in the
Nordic countries

9 December at Rosenbad, Stockholm, Sweden.
Francis Matambalya (NAI).
Co-organised with the Embassy of Tanzania,
the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the
Swedish East Africa Chamber of Commerce
and Svensk-Tanzaniska föreningen SVETAN.

The concept of food security

14 December in Uppsala, Sweden.
Kjell Havnevik (NAI).
Co-organised with the Swedish Interdisciplinary
Research Network on Livelihoods.

NAI-FOI Lectures on 
African Security
Held at Sida, Stockholm, Sweden.
Theme: (In)Security in the Great Lakes Region:
prospects and challenges

Elections and reform in the Congo

31 August.
Lecturer: Jason Stearns (Yale University).
Moderator : Maria Eriksson Baaz (NAI).

Patterns of political conflicts in Uganda

14 September.
Lecturer: Anders Sjögren (NAI).
Moderator: Per Nordlund (Uppsala University).
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“Resource Curse” from below: economies
of violence beyond minerals in Eastern DRC
5 October.

Lecturer: Ann Laudati (Utah State University).
Moderator: Anders Sjögren (NAI).

The trouble with the Congo: local violence
and the failure of international peacebuilding
2 November.
Lecturer: Séverine Autesserre (Columbia
University).
Moderator: Stina Högbladh (Uppsala University).

Doing business out of war: the Ugandan
army and the LRA in the DRC

23 November.
Lecturer: Koen Vlassenroot (Gent University).
Moderator: Mats Utas (NAI).

Political developments in Rwanda and
possible implications for security in the
Great Lakes Region

7 December.
Lecturer: Filip Reyntjens (University of
Antwerp).
Moderator: Anders Themnér (NAI).

Participation in ECAS 4
Panel 2: New topographies of power?
Africa negotiating an emerging multipolar world

Conveners: Ton Dietz (African Studies Centre,

Leiden), Mayke Kaag (African Studies Centre,
Leiden), Kjell Havnevik (NAI), Terje Oestigaard
(NAI).
Panellists: Ton Dietz (African Studies Centre,
Leiden), Mayke Kaag (African Studies Centre,
Leiden), Kjell Havnevik (NAI), Terje Oestigard
(NAI): New topographies of power? Africa negotiating an emerging multi-polar world.

Panel 6: Internationalisation and transnationalisation of higher education – a
chance for Africa and African universities?
Convener: Stefanie Baumert (University of

Leipzig).

Panellist: Måns Fellesson (NAI): The two faces
of internationalization? Collaboration with
African countries in the internationalization of
Swedish higher education and research.

Panel 8: South-South dialogue: BRIC´s
African agenda
Conveners: Fantu Cheru (NAI), Alexandra

Arkhangelskaya (Centre of Southern African
Studies, Moscow).

Panel 11: Tanzania in transition – from
Nyerere to Mkapa

Convener: Kjell Havnevik (NAI).
Panellists: Eva Tobisson (NAI): The impact of

economic transitions on poor people’s livelihoods
in coastal Zanzibar; Terje Oestigaard (NAI):
Traditions in transitions – rainmaking in a
changing world in Tanzania.

Panel 20: Protection versus stabilisation?
Addressing tensions within the liberal
intervention paradigm

Conveners: Linnéa Gelot (NAI), Jan Bachmann
(University of Gothenburg).
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Panel 27: Re-visiting “The Winds of
Change”: the role of Europe and the
United Nations in the decolonization of
Africa half a century ago

Conveners: Henning Melber (Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation), Arrigo Pallottti (University of Bologna), Ian Phimister (University
of Sheffield), Mario Zamponi (University of
Bologna).
Panellist: Tor Sellström (NAI): Re-colonization
in the Indian Ocean: Chagos and Mayotte.

Panel 40: Gendering violence in conflict
and post-conflict settings
Conveners: Maria Eriksson Baaz (NAI), Maria

Stern (University of Gothenburg).
Panellists: Maria Eriksson Baaz (NAI), Maria
Stern (University of Gothenburg): Fearless
fighters and submissive wives: negotiating identity among women soldiers in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Panel 42: Behind Africa’s engagement
for peace and security: actors, mechanisms and outcomes

Conveners: Amadine Gnanguenon (IRSEM),

Angela Meyer (Organisation for International
Dialogue and Conflict Management).
Panellists: Linnéa Gelot (NAI), Fredrik Söderbaum (University of Gothenburg): Interveners
and intervened upon: the missing link in determining success and failure of external intervention.

Panel 44: Traumatizing and traumatized
masculinities: getting to the heart of
gender based sexual violence in conflict
situations in Africa

Convener: Beth Maina Ahlberg (Skaraborg
Institute for Research and Development)
Panellist: Anne Kubai (NAI): “It is difficult to
live with what we know”. Gender-based violence
in Rwanda.

Panel 50: The Horn of Africa at the brink
of the 21st century – coping with fragmentation, isolation and marginalization
in a globalizing environment
Conveners: Hartmut Quehl (University of

Panel 64: A prosocial approach to brokers
and fixers in urban Africa

Conveners: Mats Utas (NAI), Ulrik
Jennische (NAI).

Panel 81: The paradox of regional economic integration in Africa

Convener: Hodu Ngangjoh (University of
Manchester).
Panellist: Francis Matambalya (NAI):
Are Africa’s trade blocks converging or drifting
apart? Lessons from econometric assessment
of inter-regional trade.

Panel 84: Contesting, re-working and
re-representing authoritarian colonial
architectures of power
Convener: Andrew Byerley (NAI).

Panel 85: Governing informal settlements, on whose terms?
Convener: Jenny Cadstedt (NAI).

Panel 89: The politics of urban
informality

Convener: Ilda Lindell (NAI).
Panellist: Onyanta Adama (NAI): The politics

of informality: an insight into the informal solid
waste recycling sector in Kaduna, Nigeria.

Panel 99: Transnational relationships,
development and local businesses

Conveners: Cindy Horst (PRIO), Lisa Åkesson

(NAI).

Panellist: Lisa Åkesson (NAI): Contextualizing

migration and development: Cape Verdean returnees and small-scale businesses.

Panel 120: Ritual, authority and innovation in African Muslim communities

Conveners: Roman Loimeier (University of
Göttingen),
Tea Virtanen (NAI).
Panellist: Tea Virtanen (NAI): Innovation upon
innovation: transforming ungodly dance into
Sufi Dhikr in Cameroon.

Panel 131: Biofuel expansion in Africa
– on whose terms?

Freiburg), Günter Schröder (Felsberg Institute
for Education and Academic Research).
Panellist: Redie Bereketeab (NAI): State crisis,
conflicts and international intervention in the
Horn of Africa.

Conveners: Atakilte Beyene (Stockholm Environment Institute), Kjell Havnevik (NAI).
Panellist: Kjell Havnevik (NAI): Biofuel expansion in Tanzania – governance on whose
terms?

Panel 51: The West African global oil
frontier: partnerships and priorities for
environmental justice, security and
sustainable development

Panel 137: The political economy of agricultural technical change

Conveners: Ako Rhuks (University of Hull),

Cyril Obi (NAI).
Panellists: Ako Rhuks (University of Hull),
Cyril Obi (NAI): The quest for environmental
justice in Nigeria’s oil region: what ramifications
for West Africa’s emerging oil states?

Panel 53: Ex-combatants: a post-conflict challenge?

Conveners: Johanna Söderström (Uppsala
University), Enzo Nussio (University of St. Gallen).
Panellists: Anders Themnér (NAI): A leap of
faith: explaining ex-combatant violence; Mats
Utas (NAI), Mariam Persson (King’s College):
Urban brokers and entrepreneurs of violence:
war/peace continuities in Liberia and Sierra
Leone.

Convener: Mats Hårsmar (NAI).
Panellist: Mats Hårsmar (NAI): Innovation

diffusion constrained – technical change in agriculture on the Mossi Plateau, Burkina Faso.

Panel 138: Negotiating access to land in
East Africa

Convener: Fredrick Kisekka-Ntale (Makerere
University), Valerie Golaz (CEPED), Claire Médard
(URMIS).
Panellist: Anders Sjögren (NAI), “A Mad
Scramble”. The politics of access to land in
post-war Acholi Region.

scholarships

scholarships for phd 
candidates
Afia Afenah
University of Helsinki, Finland
Project : Does the human rights framework
paradoxically contribute to providing the
context within which citizenship and/or human
rights are limited by the nation state? An
investigation into the political economy of
forced evictions in urban Africa.
Sigridur Baldursdóttir
University of Iceland, Island
Project : Aid policy: Primary health care at
village health units in rural Guinea-Bissau.
Johanna Jansson
Roskilde University, Denmark
Project : Africa, emerging powers and northsouth relations: How emerging Sino-Congolese
relations impact on the DRC’s ties to the north.
Elijah Nyaga Munyi
Aalborg University, Denmark
Project: Africa’s EPAs outcomes: Negotiated
agreements or stipulated capitulation? Locating
African-EU trade negotiations within an analytical framework in negotiation theory.
Jonathan Ngeh
Umeå University, Sweden
Project : Social conflict and the transformation of African migrants in Sweden.
Malin Nystrand
University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Project : The social and the economic in business practice in Uganda.

Sara Haapalainen
University of Helsinki, Finland
Project : National umbrella and middle range
organization in Tanzania.
Jonas Agerbæk Jeppesen
Roskilde University (RUC), Denmark
Project : Traditional and Innovative Storytelling in Malawi.
Aino Kostiainen
University of Helsinki, Finland
Project : NGOs, donors and state in the
forestry sector in Tanzania: The dynamics
between different actors in participatory
forest management and forest certification.
Johannes Kotkavirta
University of Jyväskylä, Finland
Project : NGOs as political actors in Tanzanian
media.
Marie-Madeleine Makweri
University of Helsinki, Finland
Project : Ethnicity and Peace Building in
Burundi.
Nadezda Lebedeva
Högskolan Dalarna, Sweden
Project : Dancing masks play in Gambia:
Historical reconstruction.
Judith Ologi
NLA University College, Norway
Project : Bilingual pedagogy and its effects
on the English language communicative
competence of learners in the rural primary
schools in Kenya: A case of Kadika zone in
Migori district.

Janne Juhana Rantala
University of Eastern Finland, Finland
Project : Social structure and liminality in post
war Mozambique.

Diana Owusuaa
University of Bergen, Norway
Project : Gender and informality in the construction business of Ghana’s new oil city
Takoradi.

Nanna Schneidermann
Aarhus University, Denmark
Project: More than entertainment: Popular
culture and entrepreneurship among urban
youth in Uganda.

Erik Johan Persson
Stockholm University, Sweden
Project : Building social trust in conflict
societies: The case of the Central African
Republic.

Emmanuel Wilson Walla
Oslo University College, Norway
Project : Is education the answer? An analysis
of the influence of HIV/AIDS pandemic on
education in South Sudan.

Line Richter
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Children in danger (in rural Mali).

study scholarships
Austin Dziwornu Ablo
University of Bergen, Norway
Project : Livelihood impacts of the development of the oil industry and land use change
in Takoradi.
Courage Bobong Fon
University of Tampere, Finland
Project: Child abuse and its associated self
reported mental and physical health issues in
secondary and high schools in Cameroon.
Gebrenegus Ghilagaber
Stockholm University, Sweden
Project : Advanced techniques for modelling
maternal and child health in Africa.

Sallie Tonji Wanji
University of Jyväskylä, Finland
Project : The urban refugee women and their
struggle for survival in Africa.
Birhanu Woldegiorgis
Uppsala University, Sweden
Project : Sustainable development and environmental change: Understanding indigenous
knowledge and development models in Africa.
(A comparative case study focusing on Ethiopia
with reference to Sweden).
Jonas Ådnöy Holmqvist
Noragric, Norwegian University of Life
Sciences, Norway
Project : Accountability in PRSP processes in
neopatrimonial states in the SADC-region.

travel scholarships
Henni Alava
University of Helsinki, Finland
Project : Aid after the silence of the guns.
Politics and development in post-Juba northern
Uganda.
Ingvild Andersen
University of Oslo, Norway
Project : REDD in Zanzibar: An ethnographic
study.
Lisa Andersson
University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Project : Migration and development in the
context of Africa (Burundi, Ethiopia).
Signe Andreasen
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Service delivering NGOs – an obstacle
for democracy in Zambia?
Jan Bachmann
University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Project : The politics of “whole-of-government”
approaches: USAFRICOM and the widening of
the military’s mandate into civilian domains
(Kenya, Uganda).
Tina Becker
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Seeking medical treatment for children with respiratory problems in Uganda.
Grete Benjaminsen
Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway
Project : The phenomenon of REDD in
Zanzibar: Risks, rights and revenue sharing.
Sigrid Dahl
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Service delivering NGOs – an obstacle
for democracy in Zambia?
Ayo Marie Degett
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Does sex make a man? A study
of masculinity and becoming of gendered
identity among boarding school boys in the
conflict affected province of Gulu, northern
Uganda.
Dick Durewall
University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Project : Economic inequality, poverty and
health in South Africa.
Ylva Ekström
Malmö University, Sweden
Project : Youth interacting with Ruka Juu:
Audience involvement in a communication
for social change initiative through SMS and
social media (Tanzania).
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Carl Gahnström
University of Helsinki, Finland
Project : Ethnic cooperation and political
competition in Tanzania – the absence of
politicized ethnicity and the case of political
opposition in Mwanza.
Linda Helgesson Sekei
Umeå University, Sweden
Project : Youth interacting with Ruka Juu:
Audience involvement in a communication
for social change initiative through SMS and
social media (Tanzania).
Gabriella Ingerstad
Uppsala University, Sweden
Project : Theorising security sector reform
in fragile post-conflict states – insights from
the Central African Republic.
Emma Johansson
Uppsala University, Sweden
Project : Durable resolution of communal
conflicts (Nigeria, Kenya).
Anne Sofie Thorsdale Larsen
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Seeking medical treatment for
children with respiratory problems in Uganda.
Martin Lindhardt
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Occult economies and the ambiguity of wealth and development in contemporary Tanzania.
Annika Lindskog
University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Project : Economic inequality, poverty and
health in South Africa.
Sigrun Marie Moss
Norwegian University of Science and Technology, NTNU, Norway
Project : Political leaderships’ shaping
of social categories and social identities:
Attempts to worsen or improve conflict
situations (Rwanda).
Knut Christian Myhre
University of Oslo, Norway
Project : Property, ownership and reproduction: Historical ethnography of persons
and things in Kilimanjaro.
Marit Petersen
Oslo University College, Norway
Project : Educating girls: An opportunity for
empowerment? Vision and reality in gender
and education in South Africa.
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Olivia Puill
Stockholm University, Sweden
Project : A dialectic of livelihood diversification and greening in the rural Sahel, a case
study on the Central Plateau of Burkina Faso.
Molly Sundberg
Uppsala University, Sweden
Project : Going through Itorero to become
Banyarwanda: A study of government policy
for unity and reconciliation in post-genocide
Rwanda.
Peter Åkerlund
University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Project : Displacing northern Uganda
– emerging challenges and opportunities in
the wake of civil conflict.

Apply for Scholarships from
the Nordic Africa Institute
Study scholarships

The primary purpose of the study scholarships is to
facilitate use of the Nordic Africa Institute’s large library
collections on contemporary Africa (books, periodicals,
newspapers, government publications) and usage of its
databases. The scholarship recipient is therefore offered
his/her own desk and computer in a shared office at the
institute and free accommodation in a shared student
apartment for the duration of one month. The scholarships also cover travelling expenses (least expensive return
fare from the place of residence in a Nordic country) and
daily allowance during the stay in Uppsala.

Eligibility criteria: The scholarships for PhD candidates
are intended for students pursuing Africa-oriented studies
for a PhD degree at universities and colleges in the Nordic
countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, or Sweden),
irrespective of citizenship. The applicants’ PhD studies should
relate to current research at the institute. For information
about the Nordic Africa Institute’s thematic research clusters,
see: www.nai.uu.se/research/

The study scholarships are intended
for students who have completed basic academic education (Bachelor’s or equivalent degree) and are pursuing
Africa-oriented studies at universities or colleges in the
Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway,
or Sweden). Other eligible candidates are Africa-oriented
journalists and textbook writers in the Nordic countries.

Deadline:

Eligibility criteria:

Application forms and directions are obtained through
the internet: www.nai.uu.se/scholarships/

Application forms and directions are obtained through
the internet: www.nai.uu.se/scholarships/
Applications must be in by:
1 October (for a scholarship in the spring or autumn
semester of the following year)
Inquiries: Inga-Britt.Faris@nai.uu.se

Travel scholarships

The primary purpose of the travel scholarships is to facilitate research or preparation of research projects in Africa
by sponsoring research trips to Africa.
The travel scholarships are intended for
researchers in the Nordic countries pursuing research on
Africa within the discipline of social sciences or closely
related disciplines such as anthropology, history, economics, and human geography. The scholarships are intended
for MA and PhD candidates. Applicants should have
completed basic academic education (Bachelor’s degree).

Eligibility criteria:

Please note that the scholarships are
now awarded only once a year and applications must be
in by:
1 October (for a scholarship in the spring or autumn
semester of the following year)
Inquiries: Inga-Britt.Faris@nai.uu.se
Application deadline:

Scholarships for PhD candidates

The primary purpose of the scholarships for PhD candidates is to offer PhD students links to existing research
at the Nordic Africa Institute and to facilitate use of the
institute’s library collections on contemporary Africa and
usage of its databases. The scholarship recipient is therefore offered his/her own desk and computer in a shared
office at the institute and free accommodation in a shared
student apartment for the duration of one or two months.
The scholarships also cover travelling expenses (least expensive return fare from the place of residence in a Nordic
country) and daily allowance during the stay in Uppsala.

The scholarships cover travel expenses in connection with
ﬁeldwork in Africa. They cannot be used for salaries, or for
study visits, excursions, language studies, participation in
conferences, or volunteer work.
Application forms and directions are obtained from the
internet: www.nai.uu.se/scholarships/
Applications must be in by:
31 January
Inquiries: Ingrid.Andersson@nai.uu.se
Deadline:

NAI 2011 49

Programme and Research Council, staff and guests

Programme and Research 
Council
Chairperson
Iina Soiri
Senior Advisor, Department for Development Policy, Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, (from November)
Laura Torvinen
Senior Advisor, Department for Development Policy, Ministry for Foreign
Affairs (until November)

Members
Denmark

Stig Jensen
Director, Centre for African Studies,
University of Copenhagen
Darriann Riber
Chief Advisor, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs
Norway

Ian Bryceson
Professor, Department of International
Environment and Development Studies,
Norwegian University of Life Sciences
Ragnhild Dybdahl
Deputy Head of Division, Norad (until
November)
Robert Hovde
Ministry for Foreign Affairs (substitute member) (from November)
Anne Wetlesen
Senior Advisor, Department for Global
Health, Education and Research, Norad
(from November)
Finland

Jeremy Gould
Professor, University of Jyväskylä
Iceland 

Jónína Einarsdottir
Associate Professor, University of
Iceland
Margret Einarsdottir
Desk Officer social, ICEIDA (until
November)
Engilbert Gudmundsson
Director, ICEIDA (from November)
Sweden

Ulrika Cronenberg Mossberg
Head of Department, Ministry for
Foreign Affairs (from November)
Ulf Göranson
Library Director, Uppsala University
Library

NAI 2011 50

Anneka Knutsson,
Head of Department, Sida
(substitute)
Lars Ronnås
Head of Department, Ministry for
Foreign Affairs (until November)
Inger Österdahl
Professor, Department of Law,
Uppsala University

Staff representatives 
Jenny Cadstedt
Researcher (until November)
Susanne Linderos
Information Manager
Anders Sjögren
Researcher (from November)

Staff
Director
Carin Norberg
Research Director
Fantu Cheru
(until August)
Chief Librarian
Åsa Lund Moberg
Head of Communications
Birgitta Hellmark Lindgren
Head of Administration
Kristina Lundqvist
(on leave from March)
Human Resources Manager
Eva-Lena Svensson

Research
Onyanta Adama
Researcher
Redie Bereketeab
Researcher
Andrew Byerley
Nordic Researcher (Sweden)
Jenny Cadstedt
Researcher (on parental leave from
September)
Fantu Cheru
Senior Research Fellow (from September) and cluster leader (until August)
Dag Ehrenpreis
Coordinating Editor
Maria Eriksson Baaz
Senior Researcher (acting cluster
leader February-October)

Måns Fellesson
Researcher (from April)
Linnéa Gelot
Researcher (from February)
Kjell Havnevik
Senior Researcher and cluster leader
Göran Holmqvist
Policy Analyst (until June)
Mats Hårsmar
Senior Research Associate and acting
cluster leader (from September)
Anne Kubai
Researcher (from March)
Ilda Lindell
Senior Researcher and cluster leader
Francis Matambalya
Senior Researcher
Cyril I. Obi
Senior Researcher and cluster leader
(until January)
Terje Oestigaard
Nordic Researcher (Norway)
Tor Sellström
Researcher
Anders Sjögren
Researcher
Anders Themnér
Researcher
Eva Tobisson
Senior Research Associate
Ulrika Trovalla
Researcher (from December)
Mats Utas
Senior Researcher and cluster leader
(from November)
Antti Vainio
Research Assistant (from October)
Tea Virtanen
Nordic Researcher (Finland)
Lisa Åkesson
Researcher

Library
Marianne Andersson
Librarian
Pernilla Bäckström
Librarian (until February)
Ingela Dahlin
Librarian
Katarina Hjortsäter
Librarian
Birgitte Jansen
Librarian
Gunnar Lindbom
System Librarian
António Lourenço
Librarian (until March)
Jan Pettersson
Library Assistant

Communications

Nordic Guest Researcher

Susanna Dukaric
Webmaster
Sonja Johansson
Production Manager
Narek Krehla
IT-Manager
Susanne Linderos
Information Manager
Lina Lorentz
Communications Officer
Agneta Rodling
Information Officer
Mattias Sköld
Media and Communications Officer

Christer Lindberg
Department of Social Anthropology,
Lund University, Sweden

Policy and Research Support
Ingrid Andersson
Research Administrator
Tania Berger
Unit Coordinator and
Research Administrator
Annika Franklin
Chief Assistant
Ida Hansson
Research Administrator (until June)
Inga-Britt Isaksson Faris
Research Administrator

Externally Financed Guest 
Researchers
Ester Massó Guijarro
Instituto de Filosofía, Centro de
Ciencias Humanas y Sociales (CSIC),
Madrid, Spain
Michael Hooper

Graduate School of Design, Harvard
University, Cambridge
Mariusz Krasniewski
Centre for Studies on non-European
Countries, Polish Academy of Sciences,
Warsaw, Poland
Vladimir Shubin
Centre of Southern African Studies,
Institute for African Studies, Moscow,
Russia

Guest Writer
Christopher Mlalazi, Zimbabwe

Administration
Kent Eriksson
Office Caretaker
Susanne Hagström
Accounts Assistant

Guest Researchers
Linda Darkwa
Legon Centre for International Affairs,
University of Ghana, Ghana
Mary Njeri Kinyanjui
Institute for Development Studies,
University of Nairobi, Kenya
David Ross Olanya
Department of Public Administration,
Gulu University, Uganda
Thiven Reddy
Department of Political Science, University of Cape Town, South Africa
Chibuike Uche
Department of Banking and Finance,
University of Nigeria, Nigeria
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financial statement 

Expenditures

(Swedish kronor, even thousands)

			

2009

2010

2011

Staff
Scholarships and grants
Programmes (including housing for researchers
and scholarship holders)
Total Research		

11 015
1 871

11 800
2 198

15 065
1 840

3 915
16 801

4 010
18 008

6 356
23 261

4 375
1 014
5 389

4 243
1 412
5 655

4 045
1 085
5 130

4 290
1 621
5 913

3 384
4 468
7 852

4 010
2 629
6 639

Staff
Premises
Programmes
Capital change per year
Total Administration		

4 683
6 945
4 467
-372
15 723

6 172
5 321
4 104
-247
15 350

5 665
5 165
4 016
-111
14 735

Total all NAI		

43 826

46 865

49 765

Research

Library
Staff
Programmes
Total Library		

Communications
Staff
Programmes
Total Communications		

Administration

This is a summary of the expenditures report from the NAI Annual Audit Report to the Swedish government. The full Audit Report (in Swedish only) is a public
document and can be downloaded from the NAI website (“About Us” -> “Organisation” -> “Reports”).

Paid contributions from the Nordic governments 
and Uppsala University Library
(Swedish kronor, even thousands)

			
Sweden
Denmark
Finland
Norway
Iceland
UUL
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2009
27 682
1 157
4 048
4 950
230
1 096

2010
28 200
1 009
3 777
4 726
225
1 132

2011
28 963
979
3 630
3 534
221
1 135

External funding 

(paid contributions) (Swedish kronor, even thousands)

Project		Financier
4th European Conference on African
Studies. Conference in June 2011.

Afrika 2010
Göteborg Book Fair 2010 .

2009

2010

Riksbankens Jubileumsfond
African Capacity Building Foundation
Sida (Swedish international
development cooperation agency)
Swedish Research Council
Finish government
Uppsala municipality
Aegis (Africa-Europe Group for
Interdisciplinary Studies)
Research Council of Norway
Swedish Academy
Swedish Arts Council
Helge Ax:son Johnsons Foundation
Sida (Swedish international
development cooperation agency)

2011
300
75
550
47
272
40
19
185

80
500
25
2 000

1 500

Africa day for librarians.
Seminar in November 2010.

National Library of Sweden

30

Contribution to the ERD 2010, “Social
protection for inclusive development”,
ERD – European Report on Development.

Instituto Univeritario Europeo, Italy

93

Explorations of ‘Afrinesia’. Experimental
approaches to political and legal anthropology in Africa. Workshop in March 2010.

Norwegian University of Science
and Technology

61

In the shadows of a conflict: impacts of
Zimbabwe’s land reform on rural poverty
in Mozambique, South Africa and Zambia.
Research project, Rural cluster.

Department of International
Environment and Development
Studies, Noragric (Norwegian
University of Life Sciences)

NAI-FOI lecture series on
African security.

Swedish Defence Research Agency

Navigating sbetween big man politics and
democratisation:local perceptionsand
individual agency in processes of electoral
violence. Forthcoming research project,
Conflict cluster.

Swedish Research Council

Programme on poverty, inequality
and social exclusion 2009-2011.

Sida (Swedish international
development cooperation agency)

98

200

200

200
1 790

3 231

4 702

Research policy and research practice in the
Swedish Research Council
global knowledge economy – the case of Africa.
Research project, Globalisation cluster.

4 910

463

SERN (Swedish research
network on livelihoods and natural resources).

Sida research grant

470

The Informal realities of peacebuilding
– militarynetworks and former mid-level
commanders in post-war Liberia. Research
project, Conflict cluster.

Sida research grant

What’s culture got to do with it?
Conference in June 2009.

Swedish Arts Council
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond

175
200

Youth and marginality in urban
Sierra Leone. Research project,
Urban cluster.

Royal Swedish Academy of Letters,
story and Antiquities

700

470
1 200

1 750
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