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Changes in the distribution, location and grouping of settlement together
with the organization structure of the rural areas following the villagization
programme carried out in Tanzania in 1973-77 are described and analysed.
The observations are bas ed largely on fieldwar k in Bagamoyo District,·
although maps and air photographs, and to a lesser extent official statistics,
have also been used.
Prior to villagization about a half of the local population liveci in small,
scattered habitations, and i t was only in the north of the area that fairly large
nucleated villages had been preserved as the main mode of settlement.
Some drift of population towards the main communication routes ha d begun
to take place before the implementation of the villagization scheme itself,
however, and the new measures brought this rapidly to its culroination by
concentrating the population in large villages close to the main roads, leaving
vast areas of the countryside uninhabited. Just as the traditional settlement
had favoured the high ground, with its fields in the low-lying areas, so the
new settlement also spread to the high land, while the depressions were
cleared for cultivation. Since migrants were in the habit of settling on the
edge of the village nearest to the direction from which they moved, the
villages tended to expaild in a stellate pattern along the roads running in
these directions. A clear grouping of the inhabitants according to place of
origin, tribe and family is observable within the villages. A synthesis of the
results is provided in the form of models depicting the changes which
occurred in the area.

Taimi Sitari, Depm·tment of Geography, University of Turku, SF-20500
Turku 50, Finland; November, 1982.
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Introduction
Topic and aims of the research
The research reported here is cancerned
with the changes in settlement pattern which
took place in the Bagamoyo District of
Tanzania (Fig. l) in connection with the
villagization programme implemented in
that country in the years 1973-77. The background to this programme will be discussed
below. The process of villagization meant
considerable changes in the spatial organization ofthe rural areas throughout the country,
with the establishment of villages of same
1200-3000 inhabitants as the basic units of
rural settlement. If one takes population
figures and population density as the only
criteria for defining the concept of a 'built-up
area', t hen these c hanges may be said to
represent large-scale urbanization within
Tanzania. If, on the other hand, one insists
on additional criteria bas ed on: the availability
of amenities such as running water, sewers,
electricity, etc. or on the occupational structure of the community, then this cannot be
said to have been the case, for although the
original plan was for same small industries
to be developed gradually in the villages,
their economies are stilllargely dependent on
agriculture.
'Villagization' meant, in effect, an abandonment of the former pattern of semi-permanent settlement and the adoption of permanent dwellings. At the same time it marked
the beginning of a move away from the

tradition of shifting cultivation and towards
field cultivation, upon which the seasonal
settlements associated with the shifting
style of cultivation could naturally be expected to disappear.
One aim within the reorganization of agriculture and other forms of productian was
that a changeover should be achieved from
private to collective productive activity, in
which the village should function as a corporate productian unit. In the case of agriculture, this implied the commencement
of ca-operative cultivation of the land. The
traditional extended family or kinship group
with collective responsibility for its members
was replaced in the reform by a self-governing ujamaa village divided into ten-house
cells, and the traditional chiefs and elders
by a democratically elected village administration.
The present research was carried out at
the point in time when the first phase of
villagization had been implemented, i.e.
the change in settlement pattern had been
accomplished and the administrative reform
carried through. The change in the mode of
agricultural productian had not yet been
effected, however, and such collective
cultivation as was practised in the villages
was still experimental in character and
highly variable in its nature and extent from
one year to the next.
Villagization meant a major alteration in
life-style and living environment for the
people ofthe countryside, and the aim of this
research was to determine the nature of this
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Fig. l. Administrative regions
of Tanzania as of 1971 and location of the Bagamoyo District.
(l) national boundary, (2) regional boundary, (3) Bagamoyo
District.

change as far as the external conditions of
life were concerned. Thus attention is focused largely upon changes in the forms of
settlement, its grouping and its location.
Reference will also be made here to the
social relations attached to the grouping of
settlement and the internal structure of
the villages.
This work forms part of the multidisciplinary Finnish-Tanzanian joint cultural research programme known as the
Bagamoyo project, within which the author
served as an associate researcher. The general
theme of this project was "The Role of
Culture in the Process of Restructuring
Rural Tanzania", the aim being to determine
how the traditional culture and life-style
of the population could be made use of to
achieve progress and what could be the role
of this culture in future development in the
area. Thus although the present work is
closely allied to developmental research,
no attempt is made here to evaluate the
development achieved in this area or the
changes which have taken place in this, but
rather the emphasis is upon a geographical
analysis of the changes in settlement pattern

and their effects. In brief, answers are sought
to the following questions:
(l) .In what directions did the migration
associated with villagization operate,
and how did this affect the shape and
location of the new villages?
(2) In what way did villagization alter the
settlement pattern, the structure of the
settlements and the types of houses?
(3) What features of traditional settlement
were preserved during villagization, and
what mode of expression did these find
in the new villages?
(4) What was the character of the local
spatial organization after villagization?

History of the notion of villagization in
Tanzania

PTe-independence vinagization attempts
The dominant type of settlement in Tanzania in pre-colonial times took the form of
large nucleated villages, which best served
the need for defence against other tribes
and slave traders. Conditions became more
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peaceful as colonial rule established itself,
however, to the extent that some scattered
settlements also began to spring up (Kjekshus
1977: 179). The spread of such settlements
nevertheless meant that man lost the efficient
control which he had maintained over his
environment during the period of village
settlement, and this led to more extensive
invasions by the tse-tse fly, and with it the
spread of trypanosomiasis, or sleeping
sickness. The situation was then aggravated
further by rinderpest, which destroyed the
cattle herds almost entirely in places, and
by various epidemics and years of famine.
The weakening of the population and the
reduction in the numbers of cattle thus led
to a situation in which man was failing to
maintain his grip over the rural environment (Kjekshus 1977: 160).
The main purpose behind the plans for
villagization programmes put forward by
both the Germans and the British was to
prevent the spread of the tse-tse fly and thus
eliroinate sleeping sickness, which had begun
to be a problem around the beginning of
the present century (Kjekshus 1977: 168174). Altogether some 90 000 people were
placed in villages under these schemes
(Kjekshus 197~: 172). Apart from the above
health reasons, it was also hoped to concentrate the population in order to ensure
a labour supply and to conserve the soil and
the natural environment. These movements
of population were generally effected by
force and against the will of the local people,
and thus many of those invalved returned to
their former homes as soon as they were
ab le.
Although these early attempts at villagization remained of little significance, i t should
be borne in mind that even at that time the
placement of the population in villages was
regarded as a prerequisite for the economic
development of the area.

V inagization p1·ior to the A rusha
DecLaratiO?i of 1967
Even before Tanzania gained its independence in 1961, TANU, the Tanganyika African
National Union, had been urging people from
1959 onwards to form villages on the caoperative principle (Nyerere 1974: 35). The idea
atthat time was that groups ofpeople should
move into previously uncultivated areas,
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clear the land and farm it on a collective
basis, the principal emphasis being upon
increasing agricultural production. These
schemes gained support from the government, and considerable sums of public
money were spent on such settlement endeavours. In retrospect, however, Nyerere is
of the opinion that these projects were unsuccessful, since they were too capitalintensive and were interested only in economic productivity and not in the development of the whole man (Nyerere 1974: 36).
One aim was certainly to exploit new areas
of fertile land and to develop more advanced
farming techniques CEllman 1971: 313). The
elaboration of these programmes was influenced to a great extent by proposals made
.bY experts from the World Bank in 1960 and
by visits from Israeli experts in 1961 and
1964. A Rural Development Commission
was set up to plan and implement villagization projects, and by December 1965 a total
.of 23 villages had been founded, housing
approx. 3400 families CEllman 1971: 313).
These villages were not self-governing, the
major decisions concerning them beirig
taken by the central government, and the
yield from their agricultural efforts was
generally poor, mainly due to bad planning,
an excessively capital-intensive economy,
the possession of members who had not
assimilated the goals of the venture, poor
administration and organization, etc. Thus
the faunding of new villages was discontinued in 1966 and only the profitable ones
amongst those already in operation were
retained. New villages could be set up only
if they did not require much capital.
The only villagization project which was
planned on the instigation of the local inh~bitants during this period was in the
Ruvuma area, where the farmers organized
themselves into a total of twelve ca-operative
villages each of 20-30 families. Although
these villages did not in the end survive for
long, the experiences gained from their
operation were of value to later planners.

Vinagization from the A rusha DecLaration
up to 1973
The Arusha Declaration of 1967, which
defined the main outlines of Tanzanian
socialist policy (Nyerere 1968: 13-37), meant
in practice a stricter adherence to socialist

settlement changes in Tanzanb
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principles than previously, and was rapidly
followed by a number of publications which
took the form of explanatory manifestas.
The most important of these were entitled
'Education for Self-Reliance', 'Socialism and
Rural Development' and 'Freedom and
Development' (Nyerere 1968, 1974).
Following the Arusha Declaration the term
ujamaa village began to be applied to the
ca-operative villages which had been founded
up to that time, ujamaa being a Swahili word
meaning 'familyhood', derived from jamaa,
'family'. Such villages were eligible for
registration under the Ca-operative Societies
Act of 1968 (Ruhumbika 1974: 262). A definition of the term ujamaa was laid down by
Nyerere in 1962, in an essay entitled 'Ujamaa
The Basis of African Socialism' (1968: 112). It was in this connection that he described socialism as "an attitude of mind
which cares for other people's welfare" (ibid.
p.l). In 1968 he stated that "an ujamaa village
is a voluntary association of people who
decide of their own free will to live tagether
and work tagether for their common good"
(Nyerere 1974: 37). Even though the 'socialist
attitude of mind' is not made dependent
here on either private ownership or the
absence of this, the ujamaa village was
nevertheless expected to be one in which
common ownership would gradually take
over from private ownership. Also, the onus
for the setting up of such villages was now
placed upon the local inhabitants, whereas
the initiative had previously almost always
come from the government.
The numbers of villages founded increased
rapidly following the Arusha Declaration
(Table 1), a trend which became more pronounced in the 1970's. The Rural Lands Planning and Utilization - Act, which came
into force in July 1973, then gave the regional
authorities the right to determine in which
area people should live, once the President
had decided upon the implementation of
villagization in a given area. Actuallegislation
referring to villagization had been avoided
prior to this, since the desire was that people
should implement the principles voluntarily,
but it had been realized later that such laws
would be of use at the stage of village formation (Fimbo 1974: 261). Since by no means
all the villages were registered, however, the
number actually on record in 1971 was no
more than 342.
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Table l. Growth in the numbers of ujamaa villages and their inhabitants in 1967-1976.

February
December
December
September
J une
March
December
Sources:

1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1973*
1976**

Villages

Inhabitants

%of
total
population

48
180
650
l 200
2 668
5 628
7 684

5 000
58 000
300 000
500 000
840 000
2 028 164
13 067 220

0,04
0,5
2,5
4,2
6,3
12,7
85,0

Economic survey 1970-71
*Bugengo 1973
**Tanzania Miaka 10 ya Azimio la Arusha

There were considerable differences between the regions in the numbers of villages
founded (Fig. 2), with the best results being
achieved in areas where direct villagization
campaigns had been mounted. Movement
into ujamaa villages had been most pronounced of all in the Mtwara Region, where
these accounted for over 44 % of the total
population in 1971, while over 15 % of the
people lived in such villages in the regions
of Lindi and Mara. The poorest response was
encountered in densely settled, prosperous
territories such as the regions of Mwanza
and Kilimanjaro.
The Second Five-Year Plan, applying to
the period l. 7. 1969-30. 6. 1974, afforded the
ujamaa villages a more important position
in the national rural development programme
(Second Five-Year Plan, vol. l 1969: 26-30).
These villages were given priority as objects
for government-aided hydrological and
agricultural projects, and more emphasis
began to be placed upon collective work
in educational spheres, with schools being
encouraged to set up ca-operative farms,
poultry farms, etc. in order to improve their
self-sufficiency.

ViHagization afteT 1973
Although some progress in villagization
was gradually being made within the framework of the regional villagization programmes, these advances were not thought
to be sufficiently rapid, and it was for this
reason that the Rural Lands Planning and
Utilization - Act was passed. This allowed
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Fig. 2. Population of ujamaa
villages as a proportion of total
population in March 1971, by
regions (Economic survey 1970
-71).

the regions to implement the decision of the cedures for the registration of such villages
TAND Executive Committee meeting in and the requirements for full ujamaa village
status were stipulated in an Act promulgated
1973 concerning general villagization policy.
The operation was planned on a regional in July 1975 ! SheTia ya kuandikisha vijiji,
kutambuLiwa kwa vijiji vya ujamaa na
basis and implemented by districts.
Back in 1967 Nyerere had referred to the uongozi wa vijiji, 1975). By May 1979 the
rural reforms as consisting of three phases, country as a whole possessed a total of 8 210
movement of the rural inhabitants into villages (Daily News 2. 5. 1979: 1).
villages, commencement of collective cultivation in the villages, and co-operativization
of all productive activity except for home Previous research into villagization
gardening (Nyerere 1968: 133). The implementation process at the regional level,
Research into villagization in Tanzania has
referred to as 'Opemsheni Vijijini', was been going on throughout the duration of
commenced in the Coast Region in 1973 the programme, mostly in the University
underthe name 'Ope?-asheni Pwani', 'Opera- of Dar es Salaam, where two research bodies
tion Coa'st' with the establishment of 213 were set up for this purpose, the Rural
villages, 41ofthese in the Bagamoyo District Development Research Committee and
(Mesaki 1975: 85). Movement to the villages the Bureau of Resource Assessment and
was compulsory, and was in itself regarded Land Use Planning. Thevarious departments
as corresponding to the first phase of the at the same university have also carried out
rural reform, namely 'living together'. No research connected with their own particular
lavish proroises of government aid were fields. Practically all the research is nevermade to the villages at this stage, but instead theless focused on the earlier stages of the
it was understoo d that they should rely above programrue rather that the widespread villaall on ca-operative effort and their own gization which took place after 1973. Most of
initiative to enslire development. The pro- the papers produced are case-studies in
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which the main interest is shown in the
social, political and economic problems
bound up with the villagization programme.
Many writers draw attention to the difficulties inherent in ca-operative farming.
Eliman (1971) nates that the productivity
of labour on the ca-operative farms of the
ujamaa villages tended to drop to the level
of the laziest worker, while von Velzen (1970)
claims that ca-operative farming has succeeded in the lo ng term as a mode of production only in cases where compulsion has
been resorted to or else the authorities have
put all their efforts inta maintaining it. The
greatest barriers to its success in the latter
writer's opinion are the sense of insecurity
that i t creates and the feeling of impoverish- ·
ment attached to participation in it. Cliffe,
Luttrell and Moore (1971), on the other hand,
conclude that ca-operative productian
possesses economic actvantages even in
densely populated areas. Boesen, storgård
Madsen and Moody (1975) attribute the poor
productian levels achieved by the villages
to the lack of adequate planning and the
reluctance of the members to participate
in ca-operative work. Bugengo (1973), jn
painting to a decline in productian in +
majority of the villages of the Mara district
after the changeover to ca-operative methods,
attributes this effect to poor productivity,
widespread absenteeism and excessive
dependence upon mechanization. Although
Lawrence (1971) considers it important that
the villagers should pay for all the machinery
that thevillage acquires, Sandberg (1973) is of
the opinion that the best way of making use
of the ujamaa villages to achieve agricultural
development is to increase the use oftractors.
He emphasizes that although the potential
for collective productian increases with
increased control over the environment,
collective cultivation by itself cannot increase
this control uniess it also means a change
in technology. Msambichaka (1973) nevertheless regards the use made of machinery
on the collective farms as ineffectual, nating
that less than 10 hectares of land are cultivated per tractor on the farms he has studied,
where this figure should be in excess of 300
hectares. Dumont (1969) does not believe
that the traditional mutualism of African
life constitutes an adequate basis for a general acceptance of socialism in rural areas.
One reason for the poor growth in produc-
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tion in the villages, in the eyes of Loxley
and Seuchi (1974), is the fact that the majority
of the government aid reaching them through
the Tanzania Rural Development Bank
(TRDB) has been used for settlement purposes, with very little money set as ide for
purchases airned at increasing production.
Collins (1974), on the other hand, claims that
the money distributed through the Tanzania
Rural Development Fund (TRDF) had been
used chiefly for purchasing fertilizers and
tractors, with a consequent retardation in
the development of the rural infrastructure.
In his study on the motives behind migration to the villages, Bakula (1971) observes
that for 80 o/o of the migrants the main reason
had been the hope of an increased monetary
income, while the principal reasons for
leaving the villages had been a lack of the
community life to which the respondent.
had been accustomed, shortage of food,
housl.ng problems, the p o or standard of the
health services and the fact that the person's
parents had wanted him or her to return
home. Sumra (1975) also arrives at similar
results when he states that the main reason
for people not wishing to move to the ujamaa
villages in greater numbers than they did
was that these were unable to offer their
inhabitants a satisfactory monetary income.
The conclusions of Boesen, storgård Madsen
and Moody (1977) concerning. the Bukaba
area arethat the main motive behind rnaving
to an ujamaa village was the obtaining of
arable land, with willingness to follow government policy as the seeond most important,
and then the wish to obtain government aid.
Bugengo (1973) observes that the most
hardworking among the villagers are the
womenfolk, while there are few young men
within the labour force, since these will have
left for the towns in search of regular paid
e m ployment. The same is al so not ed by
Phillippson (1972). The most reluctant people of all to move to the ujamaa villages,
according to Ntirukigwan (1971), are the
prosperous farmers, while Rugamisa (1973)
nates that the setting up of such villages is
most difficult in the areas with the highest
population densities, especially where cash
crops are produced in large amounts.
In his study on the social structure emerging in the ujamaa villages, Awiti (1972)
regards the richest members as retaining
their position well in spite of the ref~rms,

8

Taimi Sitari

partly on accourrt of their material wealth
and partly because of their superior political
awareness. Since it is often hard work to
stir the villagers inta action, the officials
frequently take the easy way out when
implementing their projects and promise
them government aid. This eauses them
to lose confidence in their own potential
for solving the problems. Mbilinyi (1974)
observes that the wealthiest villagers often
serve as mediatars between the village and
the officials, while von Freyhold (1972) states
that the officials frequently belong to tribes
who consider themselves superior to the
local tribes.
Research into administration and leadership in the villages has led to conflicting
results. Wisner, Kassami and Nuwagaba
(1971) claim that internal problems arise in
the villages because of the lack of good leaders, the increase in bureaucracy and the
boring way of life, and that the villages need
clear, powerful incentives in order to maintain their community spirit. Turak (1971),
however, defends the lower officials as being
in many cases dedicated and responsible
people, but believes that many ofthe political
leaders lack the practical ability to appreciate the problems of the villages and proposesthat field training in the villages should
be arranged for them. Although the participation of the farmers is naturally essential
for the success of the reforms, mediating
officials are also needed for the execution
of the development projects. On the other
hand, Boesen, storgård Madsen and Moody
(1977) regard the numbers of local officials
working in the villages as disproportionally
large in relation to the villages' economic
resources.
The general villagization programme
implemented from 1973 onwards has been
examirred by Mesaki (1975), Moore (1979)
and Claeson and Moore (1976). Mesaki mainly
draws attention to organizational problems
in the Kisarawe district, Moore describes
villagization in the Mwanza Region, and
Claeson and Moore examine the process
from the viewpoint of planning at the region
.level in the same area.
Relevant research in the field of settlement
geography includes the work of Udo (1965)
on settlement in the eastern parts of Nigeria,
in which he observes that a scattered settlement pattern is more common in densely
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populated areas than in sparsely populated
orres. Many fairly large villages in Nigeria
are shown to have dispersed between 1930
and 1958, for a variety of reasons, including
the fact that the building of a dwellinh hc,:_:<:<>
on or beside an area of arable land guaranteed the resident ownership over that lawi,
and also the desire by many inhabitants to
make it as difficult as possible for the colonial
authorities to make contact with them. The
ancient form of settlement in large villages
had grown up for reasons of security, but
under more peaceful conditions this motive
no longer existed, and scattered settlement
began to emerge. Attempts had been made
more recently to concentrate the population
into large villages once again, but this had
been difficult to achieve, the major problem
being the organization of water supplies.
Where this problem had been solved, villagization had met with success. Brooke (1959)
nates that the villages in the uplands of
Ethiopia are located on the tops of the hills,
with their fields on the surrounding slopes,
while Frieke (1978) observes that the density
of settlements in Kenia does not depend on
the density of population, but on socioeconomic factors, the fields usually being
located away from the settlements themselves in the areastudiedin his work. Gourou
(1953) suggests that people do not move to
a new area only on account of soil impoverishment, but will also do so when their
houses begin to collapse, since it is easier to
build new orres than to repair old orres.
In Africa there is a close relationship between territorial and kinship organizations.
Therefore Udo- (1982: 47) suggests that territorial-kinship relations, rather than morphology and functions, should be taken as the
basis for defining a settlement in Africa. In
this present research this concept could not
have been followed, because the traditional
settlement pattern had been destroyed and
could therefore be studied only from its
morphological features as seen in air photographs.
Development projects, in particular the
construction of dams providing apportunities
for irrigation, have eaused redistribution of
rural population in Tanzania (Maro and Mlay
1982: 178), and small-seale development
projects, especially those invalving the
provision of w ater, have al so been followed
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by a local but significant population redistribution.
Most of the movement to ujamaa villages
invalved short distances, usually within
8 km (Maro and Mlay 1982: 179). Only in a
few areas of considerable population pressure did the government encourage people
to move longer distances.

Material and methods
The fieldwork for this study lasted from
July 1976 to August 1979, and included a
total of about a year spent living in the villages concerned, tagether with various
shorter visits. The periods spent in the villages were of 2-4 weeks' duration in 197678, followed by a more extensive stay towards
the end of the fieldwork phase, from December 1978 to July 1979. The whole of the
above fieldwork period was naturally spent
living in Tanzania. Accomodation in the
villages was obtained by renting a room in
a local house, which entailed close participatian in the everyday life of the host family
in the case of the longer stay.
The purpose of spending as much time as
possible in the villages was not only to gather
research material, but also to learn about
their way of life and their relations with
their environment. This was essential in
order to be able to appreciate what things
were important to these people and what
effects the changes were having on their
everyday lives. It was also possible by this
means to obtain information of a kind which
one would not necessarily think of asking
about otherwise, or else would not have been
able to ask about without the risk of some
misunderstanding. This close contact with
the villages also provided an opportunity
forassessing the reliability ofthe impression
given by the existing statistics and led to some
direct interadion with the local inhabitants,
enabling them to appreciate the usefulness
of the work from their point of view, which
in turn must have contributed to the reliability of the information gleaned from them.
It is only by sharing in the life of the villages
that an outsider, a foreigner in particular,
can achieve the kind of understanding of
the local conditions and ways of thinking
that will enable the successful interpreta-
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tion of data assembled from a variety of
sources.
The material for the analysis was derived
from the following sources:
(A) Existing bodies of data (e.g. maps, air
photographs, census results)
(B) Information obtained from the Bagamoyo District Office
(C) Information obtained from officials
of the villages
(D) Information obtained from the villagers
(E). Personal observations, measurements
and mapping

(A) Existing bodies of data
A topographical map to a scale of l : 50,000
is available for the region studied, consisting
of sheets prepared at various times between
1950 and the present day. Consequently
the older sheets have their measurements
expressed in Angla-American units, while
the more recent ones use metric units. The
majority are based on air photographs taken
in the early 1950's, although those published
most recently, covering the western part of
the region, are derived in part from photographs obtained in the mid-1960's. The contaurs are drawn at intervals of 50 feet on the
older maps and 20 metres on the newer ones.
These maps provide a good impression of
the main topographical features of the region
and of its drainage system, but not of the
amounts of water available. The location
of settlement in the area can be seen from
them, but not the true extent of this settlement, since each habitation is denoted by a
symbol, but usually with no indication at
all of its size. Symbols are provided to show
the vegetation of the area, but in view of the
shifting style of cultivation practised in the
area, this is liable to change from one year
to the next, so that a map representing the
situation at one point in time may be far from
correct after a few years, especially in the
mo re densely populated areas. This problem
is solved in the present case by omitting any
indication of traditional agrkulture and
employing the symbols for grassland or bush
and thicket superimposed with the words
"African cultivation". Changes in the road
network are not taken into account even on
those sheets which have subsequently appeared in a seeond edition.
There is also a district map and a general
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map of the area in existence, both to a scale
of l : 250 000, the former having been made
in 1958 and last reprinted in 1966 and the
latter printed in 1964. Thus these may both
be said to be based on data from the 1950's.
The only maps on which the road network
has been updated are the road maps published by the oil companies, but these in
turn have errors in the marking of the minor
roads and are drawn to such a small scale
l : 2 000 000, that they are of no relevanc~
for detailed research purposes.
Air photographs of the major part of the
region were produced in 1966, but there is
one part for which the only ones available
date from 1954. The most recent photographs
were taken from a height of 19 000 ft and
are to a scale of approx. l : 30 000, while the
older ones were taken at 16 000 ft and are
slightly larger in scale. These photographs
were all taken in July or August, a time of
year at which the sky is normally sufficiently
free of cloud to permit this. By this time
the harvest has usually just been gathered in,
but the leaves are still on the trees and
bushes. This adds samewhat to the difficulty
of interpreting the' photographs, since it is
not easy to distinguish between the fields
cultivated in the year in question and those
used in earlier years. The dwellings stand
out clearly on such photographs, however.
N o ready prepared statistics are u sed here
except for the census results for 1967 and
1978, largely on account of the fact that in
the absence of any housing, building land,
land utilization or other registers there is
little other detailed statistical material upon
which to draw. The intercomparability of
the census results is reduced to same extent
by the fact that the census regions were
changed in the intervening period.

rB) Information obtained fmm the

Bagamoyo Dist?·ict Office
Statistics related to schools, agriculture
and the planning of the villages were o btained from the District Office. The use of
these was nevertheless hampered by the fact
that they were usually incomplete, and that
their reliability was reduced by the use of the
two paraHel systems of measurement, since
it was by no means always certain which
units applied in a given case.
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rC) Information obtained f?·om officials

of the villages
Same statistics regarding individual villages were obtained from the officials in
those villages, although this was not possible
in every case as the statistics had frequently
been lost when officials had changed. The
officials also provided information on rnaves
and questions related to these and on the
history of the villages and their planning.
Information on the boundaries of the villages and the location of their arable land
was also obtained from such officials, and
the discussions held with them were also
of great importance in determining many of
the necessary eausal relations.
rD) Information obtained from the vinagen

Same systematic interviews were carried
out with the villagers in order to determine
the internal social structure of the village
concerned, the migratory flow, the distances
to various services and the growth of the
village. It would have been more or less
impossible to conduct these interviews independently, since the people would have
always been samewhat suspicious, and then
the information obtained from their answers
would no longer have been reliable. The
situation was remedied, however, by including one of the officials of the village in each
of the interviews, since he was better able
to explain the purpose of the research to
the villagers and was also usually able to
check that the questions had been understood correctly. The experience of interviewing then helped the official to look at
his village in a new light and enabled him
to make direct use of the information gathered in this way.
It was naturally also possible throughout
to converse with the villagers on matters
connected with their everyday lives, such
as illnesses, food, prices, firewood, building
work, schooling, farming, cattle rearing,
travel, etc. These conversatians provided
an impression of the most important things
in their lives.

rEJ Personal observations, measU?·ements
and mapping
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during the fieldwork concerning thelifeand
environment of the village being visited
and of its people, and also of the changes
taking place in these things. It was essential
in this respect for the fieldwork period to
be sufficiently long, since the making of
such observations in an unfamiliar environment is inevitably difficult at first. The difficulty in this case did not lie only in the
making of observations regarding people's
lives, but even the picking out of houses,
fields and villages within their surroundings
required a certain amount of practice, ·and
it was still more difficult to notice them
within an entire landscape. When all the
man-made structures are modest in appearance it is easy to underestimate their importance, e.g. fields are certainly hard to distinguish from ordinary grasslands in the dry
season.
The structure of many of the villages was
determined by mapping them to the accuracy
of an individual house, usually in association
with the village officials and using simple
equipment, a measuring tape and a compass.
In this way the maps were immediately
available for the officials to use, while their
participation in the work was essential not
on ly in order to allay the villagers' suspicions,
but also because they were bestable to point
out all the houses belonging to the village.
One difficulty lay in identifying the placenames used, as the villagers had a wide
variety of names for places and natural
formations, but only the major villages were
marked by name on any of the maps. Since
the local inhabitants were unaccustomed
to reading maps, and usually had never
even seen one before, they were quite unable
to locate on the maps the places to which
the various names applied. Attempts were
made to locate the names where possible
through conversatians, estimates of distances
and general descriptions, and experience
showed that the directions mentioned by
the people were usually more or less correct
even though their ideas of distance were
badly astray. Again one problem was the
use of kilornetres and miles side by side. In
some cases the places were verified by
visiting them with the informants, but this
was usually too laborious to be worthwhile,
especially when a journey of 10 km or so
would have had to be done on foot, which
would have placed unreasonable demands
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on the villagers' time, partieulafly since it was
difficult forthem to comprehend the purpose
of the journey at all. In any case it is difficult
enough to determine one's own position
on the map when one is samewhere in the
middle of the bush, since visibility is poor
on account of the flatness of the terrain and
there are no clear landmarks which might
be marked on the map.
The main methods employed for analysing
the material are cartographical techniques,·
simple calculations and logical deduction.

The Bagamoyo District
The research was carried out in Bagamoyo
District, in the Coast Region of Tanzania
(Fig. 1). This is a typical East African coastal
area, in which the land rises gently in an
inland direction until it reaches an elevation
of approx. 300 m, atwhich point i t gives way
to the practically harizontal 'Maasai steppe'.
This area gains its gently undulating topography from the underlying Mozambique
Belt of Cambrian sedimentary rocks, which
extends from Mozambique all the way into
Kenia. Closer to the coast the bedrock is
camposed of sedimentary rocks varying
in age from Jurassic to Quaternary, having
been laid down when the sea level was at
different heights. Partieulafly significant
among these are the areas of Jurassic and
Cretaceous limestones which project into
the area from the south-west, with their
associated level or depressed topography.
The eastern margin of the Mozambique Belt
is marked by a series of sharply-defined
quartzite hills which stand out distinctly
from the otherwise gentle topography to
form a chain extending across the region
from south-west to north-east. The relative
relief generally does not exceed 50 m, ai;d the
region possesses no mountains other than
Mount Pongwe, which rises to over 800 m
in the west. The floodplains of the two largest
rivers in the area, the Ruvu and the Wami
(Figs. 3 and 4) form part of the coastal plain,
while the whole district is divided into two
by the valley of the River Wami, running
from west to east. This river served in the past
as a barrier between the northern and south-·
ern parts of the district, since the one bridge
across it was constructed only in the mid1960's.
The reasonable rainfall enjoyed by this
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area, of between 800 and l 000 mm a year,
means that the vegetation is largely bushland
and park savannah, which then gives way
to sparse woodland further west. Grasslands
are to be found only on the coastal plain
and the floodplains. The majority of the
vegetation is secondary in origin, as a result
of the practice of shifting cultiv'ation, and
it is only in the western part, which is very
sparsely populated and quite uninhabited
in many places on account of the prevalence
of the tse-tse fly, that one finds a elimax

Fig. 5. Miombo woodland vegetation at the end of the rainy
season (June 1979).

Fig. 6. Miombo woodland vegetation at the end of the dry
season (December 1977).
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vegetation consisting of sparse 'miombo'
woodland (Figs. 5 and 6).
The proximity of the area to the equator
means that it has two rainy seasons, allowing
two harvests to be achieved in most years.
The long rains occur in March - May and
the short rains in November - December
(Fig. 7). Maize is the principal grain crop in
the inland area nowadays, with millet also
widely cultivated, while paddy is the most
common on the coast and the floodplains.
The most important cash crops are coconuts

FENNIA 161: l (1983)
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Fig. 7. Mean monthly precipitation in the Bagamoyo District. l = long rains, 2 = short rains, 3 =
transitional period, 4 = dry season.

on the coast and cashew nuts a little further
inland. Cotton growing has spread to the
Mandera area in particular, through the
efforts of the Roman Catholic mission
station there, and productian was considerable in the mid-1960's, but has declined since.
New crops to be introduced to the area are
to bacco and se same, although they are still
cultivated only to a minor extent and largely
ha
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on an experimental basis. Cassava is grown
for food on the coast, but mainly for sale in
the inland area, and a widevariety of legumes
are grown everywhere, formingan important
part of the local diet. After the famines of
the early 1970's, eaused mainly by drought,
harvests have improved from 1974 onwards
(Fig. 8).
The population of the Bagamoyo District
comprises 6 major tribes, tagether with a
large number of people belonging to other
tribes (Fig. 9). The majority ofthe Kwere and
Do e· population live in: this area, and the
lands of the Zigua, Maasai, Luguru and
Zaramo also extend inta the district (Fig. 10).
The Kwere, Zigua, Luguru and Zaramo have
occupied the same areas for a very long
time, while the Doe and Maasai are newcomers, having both moved in from the
west, the Doe with the trading earavans and
the Maasai in search of new pasture lands.
The Kwere, Zigua, Zaramo, Doe and
Luguru are Bantu, while the Maasai are of
Nilo-Hamitic stock. The Kwere, Zigua,
Zaramo and Luguru have a matrilineal
society, while that of the Doe and Maasai
is patrilineal. These structures have nevertheless degenerated samewhat in recent
times and the matrilineal societies have
gained some patrilineal features. One influence in this direction was the cessation of
tribal warfare during the colonial period
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(Beidelman 1967: xiii-xiv). With the exception of the Maasai, the tribes greatly resemble
each other in their customs, traditions and
religion. The tribal religions are monotheistic,
entailing the concept of a creator god. The
Bantu tribes offer sacrifices to the dead and
the spirits oftheir forefathers, but the Maasai
religion does not recognize life after death
and thus no sacrifices are made. All these
tribes are traditionally polygamous, but the
numbers of wives maintained have decreased in recent times in the Bantu tribes
in particular, sothat the Kwere, for example,
are virtually monogamous in practice nowadays. Polygamy has survived very much
better among the Maasai.
The K were, Zaramo and Luguru did not
traditionally have any central organization
under a chief, but instead the leader of each
matrilineal group exercised power within
the area occupied by that group (Beidelman
1967: 17, 23, 28). The Doe, on the other hand,
were administratively a more tightly knit
tribe, which was naturally essential to their
survival in view of their smaller numbers,
and the Zigua also had fairly powerful chiefs,
although no single one of them had jurisdietian over the whole area occupied by the

tribe (Beidelman 1967: 68). The Maasai had,
and still retain, a centralized system of
government.
The Zigua were renowned for their witches
and sorcerers, while the Luguru were farned
as rain-makers. The Doe, for their part, were
strong and widely feared in the region, the
Kwere being obliged to pay them taxes in
return for protection (Mwelupungwi 1976: 7).
Practically the whole population make
their living from farming, all as small independent farmers with the exception of some
l 500 workers employed on state cattle
ranches and sisal farms. Even so, the total
area of arable land taken up by the small
farms accounts for only 2.8 % of the area of
the district as a whole, while the large-scale
properties account for 4.5 % (Berry 1969: 6).
It is nowadays largely only the Maasai who
practise cattle rearing, although earlier it
was common also among other tribes, and
a few of the Kwere still do so. The rinderpest
epidemics at the end of the last century
destroyed so many of the cattle that most
of the population went over to exclusively
arable farming.
As a result of its proximity to the sea and
of the caravan routes which erossed it on
their way inland from the ports, the Bagamoyo District became subject to strong
Arab influences at an early stage, and it is
for this reason that Mohammedanism has
become the most widespread religion in
the area, accounting for about 70 % of the
population at present. Thus Christianity
has failed to achieve any very prominent
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position in spite of the missionary work
which has been carried out from Bagamoyo
and Mandera for a very long time, Christians
still amounting to only slightly more than
10 % of the population. Two significant
consequences of this are the indifference
of the people towards school attendance
and the resultant low educational standards,
especially among the women, campared
with the population of Tanzania as a whole
(Fig. 11). The age distribution of the population features the usual predominance of
children typical of developing countries, with
over 45 o/o under the age of 15 years (Fig. 12A).
Bagamoyo District forms a hinterland
to Dar es Salaam, and is erossed by the main
traffic arteries from the capital to the west
and north. Thus the district possesses very
good connections with Dar es Salaam, which
implies good market openings, but also
vulnerability to the operations of dealers
and intermediaries from the city. The city
has also attracted many people of working
age, particularly the younger men, to work,
or search for work, there, which has led to
a preponderance ofwomen iri the rural working age population (Fig. 12B). The b'usy communication routes into the capital have also
led to increased employment apportunities
for the people of the villages lying on these
routes, with the Bwilingu- Pera conurbation,
usually called Chalinze, lying on the junction
between the roads leading north and west,
emerging as the major traffic confluence
(Fig. 4.). Chalinze junction also possesses
the only petrol station in the rural parts of
the district, and has consequently become
a favourite stopping place, which has also
given ris e to a wide variety of roadside trading and hawking of goods. The village of
Mbwewe is another place which has developed into a regular stop for lorries in partieular. The surfaced main roads form the only
reliable communicC~tion routes in the district,
the other roads being in poor condition and
likely to be cut completely for a time during
the rainy seasons, a time when the district
capital, Bagamoyo is also liable to be cut
off from most of the rest of the district by
the flood waters of the River Ruvu. The poor
accessibility of the capital is indeed a very
obvious barrier to development in the district.
The fieldwork reported here was concentrated in the villages of the central area
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Fig. 11. Educational standard of the population
over 10 years of age in Tanzania as a whole and
the Coast Region in 1967. l = never attended
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Fig. 12. Distribution of the population of the
Bagamoyo District by ~ge and sex in 1978. A = age
structure, B = excess of men or w omen.

of the Bagamoyo District, close to the main
road (Fig. 13), a natural choice in that this
was the area selected for the Bagamoyo
Project as a whole.

Recent population changes in the
Bagamoyo District
Changes in population figures in 1967-78
The two years in which a general census
has been carried out in Tanzania are 1967
and 1978, although the comparison of the
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Fig. 13. Area covered by the fieldwork reported in
this paper.

resulting figures is complicated samewhat
by the fact that the boundaries of the Bagamoyo District were different on these two
occasions. The total surface area of the
district has admittedly remained virtually
the same, but it has lost a relatively densely
populated area, including the territory of
Mlandizi, in the south-east and gained a very
sparsely settled area of woodland in the
north-west. Similarly the boundaries of the
enumeration areas within the district changed
completely between the two dates, making
more detailed examination of the population changes extremely difficult. The 1967
census recognized entirely different 'divisions' from those which existed in 1978,
although the latter were not in any case used
as such as areal units in the census of that
year, figures forthem only being reconstructable with reference to the data for individual
villages. The 1967 divisions were then divided
into 'sub-divisions', which more or less
earrespond in size to the present 'wards',
but do not coincide with these in their
boundaries. In addition, the centres of the
larger villages were frequently set apart as
separate enumeration areas for the 1967
census, so that they stand out as densely
populated areas on the maps (Figs. 14, 15),
whereas the 1978 census placed more emphasis on the village boundaries and attempted to define the enumeration areas in
accordance with these.
In spite of the fact that the boundaries
of the divisions, wards and enumeration
areas as marked on the maps had changed
2
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qmsiderably, it is still quite possible that
practically the same areas were in fact
surveyed under each heading in the two
censuses. This is due to the fact that the
boundaries are not indicated in the field
in any way, so that it will have been very
difficult for the assessors to know where
the lines marked on the maps really ran.
The people themselves nevertheless have
a fairly good idea of the name of the area
to which they belong, and the boundaries
which they have known and accepted of old
are unlikely to have changed in their minds
very much from one census date to the next.
In view of the indeterminacy of the maps
and the generallow standard of map-reading,
the assessors will thus have been largely
dependent on the guidance given them by
the local inhabitants when performing their
census, so that in practice the people will
have been counted more or less in sub-divisions, wards and villages of the same name
on both occasions. Naturally one cannot
assume this to have happened so systematically that actual direct comparison of the
results would be possible, however-, and in
any case the numbers of enumeration areas
were markedly different, 172 in 1967 as
against only 128 in 1978, of which 96 were
in the rural areas.
The figures for the total population of the
Bagamoyo District, of 117 547 in 1967 and
136 059 in 1978, show an increase of 15.7 %
over the period in question. This rate of
growth is reduced samewhat by the changes
in the district boundaries, however, and
when the area to the east of the River Ruvu
is excluded, this being the area in which
most of the boundary changes had taken
place, a figure of 25 o/o is obtained for the
remaining part of the district. The number
of families in the whole Bagamoyo District
is also seen to have increased from 27 323 to
28 638 over the same period, and the mean
size of family from 4.3 persons to 4.8.
The distribution of population within the
district may be campared for the two points
in time by reference to the population density
maps (Figs. 14, 15), which are constructed
using the enumeration area as the basic data
unit. No major changes in the concentration
of population are to be noted, although some
increase in d ensity is o bservable around
Chalinze junction and to some extent also
in the Miono area. The areal units used would
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Fig. 14. Population density in
the Bagamoyo District according to the census of 1967, by
enumeration areas.

have to be very much smaller before the
effects of villagization could be expected
to become visible in the distribution, since
it seems to be the case that most of the migration had taken place within the enumeration areas, the mean distance of migration
being fairly short. The two most densely
populated areas are those located to the
east of the River Ruvu and in a zone which
follows the main road to the north, while
the other parts of western and eastern
Bagamoyo are very sparsely inhabited.
It may thus be concluded that no major
movements of population attended the
villagization measures, bu t rather the population merely became concentrated in centres
within the same enumeration areas. The

apparent greater concentration of population in 1967 is deceptive and due only to
differences in the definition of the enumeration areas.

Planned and actual population changes
in the villages in the course of
villagization
The plan for the Bagamoyo District was
to found 58 ujamaa villages in the course
of the villagization project, all of them based
on existing villages, with a total initial size
of 12 719 families. This figure had increased
to 15 965 families by 1975, and the plan at
that stage was that the villages should even-
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Fig. 15. Population density in
the Bagamoyo District according to the census of 1978, by
enumeration areas. For key, cf.
Fig. 14.

tually contain 25 323 families. The figure
given in the 1978 census, however, was only
23 718 families, which is 1605 less than had
been calculated in 1975. On the other hand,
the number of families in the district as a
whole has been reduced as a result of the
boundary changes. If, therefore, we subtract
the sum of 4097 families planned for the
villages transferred to the Kisarawe District,
we then obtain a figure for the planned
number offamilies of 21226, which is 2492
less than the number shown to be living in

the villages by the 1978 census statistics.
In spite of these inaccuracies, it is obvious
that virtually all the families invalved were
included in the original villagization plans
and the attendant village growth projections.
Although 49 of the villages planned under
the villagization programme were intended
to be set up in the area covered by the present-day Bagamoyo District, the 1978 census
figures suggest that by that stage there were
69 such villages in the area, 20 more than
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had been planned. Actually the number of larger village and were allowed to form their
villages was 70, because Chamakweza is own agglomerations. Similarly Mbwewe
missing from the census figures. One conse- did not grow to anything like the size origiquence of this is that not all the villages have nally projected, since it gained neighbours
growp in the expected manner, all those in the form of Kifuleta and Kwang'andu,
in the area except one having been intended both villages due for evacuation. The oppoto increase in population by virtue of villagi- site was the case with Miono, however, for
zation (Fig. 16). The most pronounced in- here more of the people from the surrounding
creases were intended to take place in the areas moved inta the village than had been
area east of the River Ruvu and alongside allowed for in the plans, and it grew to twice
the main road to the north, while substantial the intended size, although at the same time
growth was also planned in the north-west, splitting inta two administrative units on
where the villages had been sparsely located. traditional lines. Growth in the surrounding
The extent of this planned growth naturally villages was naturally less than had been
depended on the density of such villages planned in this case.
and on the amount of scattered settlement
In the c ase of the e astern parts of the Bagaand the number of small village communities moyo District, where the villages decreased
in the surroundings. Thus the village of in size as a result of the villagization proMsata was planned to have four time its ori- gramme, the general movement of populaginal population, whereas Mandera was to tion appears to have led same of the people
grow only slightly. In this respect, the villages to leave these poor farming lands for more
in the east were intended to increase in fertile areas, in addition to which the usual
population very little with the exception of movement of population associated with
those lying east of the River Ruvu, on account the shifting style of cultivation naturally
of the unsuitability of the local soils and the continued to same extent during the villagisparseness of the existing settlement.
zation period, making its own contribution
The villagization process passed off rela- to the outcome. On the other hand, it is
tively peacefully in the Bagamoyo District, impossible to tell for certain over what area
one reason for this being precisely the fact the inhabitants were intended to be counted
that the people were allowed to form more as residing in these villages, i.e. whether
villages than had originally been planned. the figure quoted was supposed to apply
This was particularly the case where the to the population of the central agglomeraexisting concentration of population lay tion or whether it was to include those living
beside a main road or was of considerable over a wider area. If the figures are taken
age. Thus additional villages easily grew to include those living further away, as
up close to the major centres (Fig. 17). A case would seem more probable, thenit is obvious
in point is Msata, where two separate villages that many of these would have preferred
were created on either side of the main ag- to move to same more distant village than
_glomeration, Kihangaiko-Madesa to the in to the centre of the nearby one, since they
north and Mazizi to the south. The people would have presurnably had same specific
of Mazizi in particular had wanted to set up reason for living outside the village in the
an extension to the village of Msata itself, first place. On the other hand, there are
but the inhabitants of the latter would not cases like that of Kiwangwa whose growth
agree to this, and so Mazizi came into being. was prevented by the development of the
In the case of Msoga, a village which had villages of Msinune and Mkenge on its
become isolated from the main arterial routes outskirts. In another instance, Masuguru
in the 1960's, the plan had been to discontinue appears to have lost same of its populathe village altogether and move the inhabi- tion to Msata. Fukayosi, the first ujamaa
tants to Mboga. These refused to be moved, village to be set up in the Bagamoyo Dishowever, and in the ensuing talks gained trict, is said to have lost same of its populathemselves the right to form a village of their tion through migration because of the diffiown. The village of Bwilingu, on the other culty encountered in tilling the soil. Being
hand, underwent a similar process to that situated on the contact between Cretaceous
at Msata, i.e. that the inhabitants of the limestone and Quaternary sediments, its
outlying settlements would not move to the soils have gained the detrimental features
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Villages
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

Buyuni
Bwilingu
Chamakweza
Chasimba
Diozile
Fukayosi
Hondogo
Kaole
Kerege
Kibindu
Kidogozero
Kidomole
Kifuleta
Kihangaiko
Kikara
Kilemera
Kimange
Kiromo
Kisanga-Mindukene
Kiwangwa
Konge
Kwamduma
Kwamsanja
Kwang'andu
Kwaruhombo
Kweikonje
Lugoba
Makombe
Makuninge
Manda Masingara
Mandera
Mapinga
Masuguru
Matimbwa
Matipwili
Maturi
Mazizi
Mboga
Mbwewe
Mdaula
Mihuga
Mindu Tulieni
Miono
Mkange
Mkenge
Mkoko
Mlingotini
Msata
Msanga-Tarawanda
Msigi-Malivundo
Msimbani
Msinune
Msoga
Msolwa
Mtaya
Pande
Pera
Pingo
Pongwe Kiona
Pongwe Msungura
Rupungwi
Ruvu Darajani
Sadaani
Tukamisasa
Ubenazomozi
Vigwaza
Visakazi
Visezi
Yombo
Zinga
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Fig. 16. Planned populatlon growth of the villages of the Bagamoyo District
in the course of villagization. l = before villagization, 2 = planned size, 3 =
planned increase, 4 = planned decrease.
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Fig. 17. Actual population growth of the villages in the Bagamoyo District in
the course of villagization. l = before villagization, 2 = in 1978, 3 = increase,
4 = decrease, 5 = village which was not in the original plans.

of both types of depositas far as cultivability
is concerned.
Thus the population may be seen not only
to have become concentrated more in the
centres as a result of villagization, but also
to have moved samewhat away from the

less fertile lands. Practically no villages at
all were created in the area streching to the
south of the River Wami, and west of the
main road and the Lugoba - Unenazomozi
road, since this area is badly affected by the
tse-tse fly, whereas to the north of the river
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the vegetation consists of rather denser
woodland in the west, .so that the tse-tse fly
is no longer as abundant, and here a number
of villages were esta blished w hi ch were the n
settled more or less in accordance with the
initial plans, even though the small village
of K warosanja is one which was not allowed
for originally.

The village is usually thought of as consisting
of two parts, Mboga proper and Tum bi, where the
former comprises the centre and nearby settlement and the latter the areas samewhat further
away to the south. In this respect, Mboga was
found to have gained most of its new population
from Mbale in the west and Tumbi from Bonde,
east of the main road.
Approximately equal numbers of people were
found to have moved to Mboga and Tumbi from
Kudidege, whereas very much larger proportions
of those from Lukenge and Mbale had gone to
Mboga than to Tumbi. Tumbi had also received
some population from Kideka in the south.
Naturally the majority of the people who had lived
in Mboga previously had moved to the planned
area close .to the road under the villagization
scheme, but the distances covered by such moves
were usually very short.

Case studies in population movement
MigTatian inta Mbaga
An enquiry was made in the village of Mboga
concerning the previous places of residence of
the present inhabitants. This was carried out in
ca-operation with the village secretary, Costa
Pagali, who proposed that the first five people
encountered when walking through each tenhouse-cell should be interviewed in order to
obtain a representative cross-section. As in many
other instances, it proved impossible to pursue
an inflexibly systematic line in such an enquiry,
since people often came forward in groups, all
of whose members then had to be interviewed.
Thus visits to all the 23 cells in the village gave
a total of 131 respondents. Of these, 67 said that
they had moved to Mboga from elsewhere and
64 that they had been living there for same time.
Mboga had possessed a total of 158 families before
villagization and had 370 at the time of the 1978
census.
The major source of migrants into Mboga was
the area of Kudidege and Lukenge, about 2-3 km
to the west (Fig. 18), a total of 60 o/o of the new
inhabitants having lived in that area previously.
The longest migration distances invalved were
approx. 20 km, from Kivugo, and approx. 10 km,
from Malivundo.
·
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MigTatian inta Msata
Data on the previous places of residence of the
inhabitants of Msata were acquired by means of
a house-to-house enquiry, the results indicating
that 148 out of the 342 persons interviewed had
moved to the village from elsewhere, a samewhat
smaller proportion than at Mboga. The migrants
had come from all points of the compass, but
principally from the east and west, i.e. at rightangles to the direction of the main road (Fig. 19).
It would seem that migration from the north and
south had been stemmed by the establishment
of the villages of Kihangaiko-Madesa and Mazizi
respectively, whereas the movement into the
village from the east and west had effectively
eaused the growth of Pongwe Msungura and Masuguru to be considerably less pronounced than
planned. A further migratory flow also took place
from the north-east, in spite of the fact that the
settlement at Mkoko had been intended for extension into an ujamaa village. In practice Mkoko
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Fig. 18. Migration into Mboga.
Datted line in arrow = place
located beyond the edge of the
map.
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Fig. 19. Migration into Msata.
Dotted line in arrow =place
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dwindled in size as a consequence of villagization.
The new inhabitants of Msata had migrated
over considerably greater distances than their
counterparts at Mboga (Table 2), although even
· here almost a half of them had experienced a
move of less than 5 km. On the other hand, the
number migrating more than 10 km was high,
amounting to approx. 45 %.
MigTation at Makombe

Villagization at Makombe mea:nt in practice
that the whole community was moved to an entirely new site, the aim being to bring the village
doser to the main road, and thus to provide it with
better transport connections. The move nevertheless entailed the exchanging of a site some 7 km
from the road for another approx. 5 km from it,
so that no great improvement in accessibility
was actually achieved. This also involved the
amalgamation of the village with the small settlement of Kinduli, but otherwise no increase in
population took place.
The move in question took the village of Makombe
in to an area which had been traditionally inhabited
by the Maasai (Fig. 20), whom it was intended
in turn to direct to the village of Mindu Tulieni
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to the south-east, but this plan was never realized.
Instead, the inhabitants of Makombe, all of whom
belong to the Kwere tribe and are largely farmers
by tradition, found themselves relocated in the
midst of the Maasai, who live by cattle-rearing.
This led to conflicts between these peoples over
such matters as water supplies, since the farmers
claimed that the cattle fouled the water holes,
orthat they might wander onto the fields, which
it was not the custom to fence in, a situation
w hich the K were claimed that the Maasai were
allowing to happen on purpose. Eventually these
repeated complaints, together with the fact that
Makombe did not appear to be reaching its
projected size of 250 families, led the Bagamoyo
District Office to issue instructions in 1977 that
Makombe should be abandoned altogether and
its inhabitants moved to Saleni, Lugoba or Diozile.
This mo ve never in f act too k place, however,
but instead the people of Makombe attempted
to form a village together with Kinzagu in the
north and Saleni in the east.

Migration types and their effect on the
form of the village
Ou t-m i g Ta tio n

Table 2. Distances covered by migrants to Msata.
Distance, km

-4
5- 9
10-19
20-

Total

% of migrant families

48
7

28
17
100

Two main types of out-migration occurring
in the process of villagization may be distinguished: movement of the whole group
of dwellings en bloc to a new site, and dispersal of the group, with families moving to
different villages (Fig. 21). It is extremely
difficult to go into these types in any more
detail or to isolate any reliable trends, since
the names given by th~ respondents in
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Fig. 20. Migration into and out of the village of
Makombe. l= Kwere habitation, 2 = Maasai habitation. settlement is indicated according to the
situation in 1966.

such as Kivugo, from which people rnaved
at least to the villages of Msata, Mazizi, Lugoba, Tarawanda, Mboga, Masuguru and
Mindukene. Evidently there was insufficient
community feeling among the inhabitants
of such a village to hold them tagether in
this situation, although admittedly Kivugo
had never had an obvious village centre in
the same way as Makombe, for example,
but had consisted originally of a number of
smaller settlements located fairly close one
to another. The general pattern, in fact, seems
to be that the population of the small settlements rnaved as one unit, whereas the larger
settlements tended to disperse. Data assembled in 1975 concerning the places of
orig in of migrants arriving in 37 villages in
the central part of the Bagamoyo District
yielded a list of 126 localities in all, of which
only 5 occurred more than once, two being
mentioned three times and three twice. Many
more cases of dispersal must have arisen
later, however, once those who had been
slower to respond had begun their moves.
The number of sources of migrants to the
village of Msata increased from 8 to 30 between the years 1975 and 1978, for instance.

In-migTation
referring to their former homes may apply
either to same village-like permanent group
of dwellings or to same more extensive area
with a number of small settlements. In a case
like that of Makombe, however, it is clear
that the first move was one which invalved
the whole community at the same time,
whereas the seeond move would have been
of the dispersal type.
Since the inhabitants of a given village
were naturally allowed to ehoase for themselves where they would move to, cases arose

~

Three main migration types may be distinguished with reference to the target village:
l. the village receiving its whole population
from the same source, 2. the population becoming concentrated beside a road, and 3.
the population becoming concentrated at
a road junction (Fig. 22). The first type is
rare, the only case in the whole Bagamoyo
District being that of Makombe discussed
above, which served in itself to demonstrate
that a village which received its entire population from the same source is unable to
grow to the expected size, presurnably be-

~@....
A

B

c

Fig. 21. Types of out-migration. A and B = whole
village moves to a new site, where the inhabitants
form a new village either alone (A) or with people
from elsewhere (B), C = village disperses and the
people move to a number of other villages.

A

B

c

Fig. 22. Types of in-migration and their effects on
the form of the village. For explanation, see text.
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cause other people who have been living paring the distribution of settlement in 1952in scattered settlements are unwilling to ,55 and in 1966 in the case of that area for
enter a village in which one already well- which topographical maps based on air
established community is in the majority. photographs taken in 1952-55 were available
The people living outside the old village of in addition to air photographs from 1966
Makombe in any case must have had some (Fig. 23). The maps in· question contained
good reason for doing so, and thus when indications of the settlements in existence
villagization began they preferred to move in the early 1950's, and the same maps were
then used to located the settlements visible
elsewhere.
The status of accessibility as the primary on the 1966 air photographs. This could be
criterion in determining the sites of the done to an accuracy of about 200 m on the
villages led to a situation in which the normal ground, represented by distances of 4 mm
direction of migration was towards a road. on the maps and approx. 6 mm on the air
This, combined with the general unwilling- photographs. Wherever a symbol for settleness of people to move, meant that a great ment on the map and evidence of such on
deal of migration took place which was not the air photographs coincided within these
directed so much towards centres located limits they were regarded as referring to the
beside the roads as to the nearest roadside same settlements, provided that there was
site of any kind. Since the aim was to carry no other reason for concluding that this
through the villagization programme in a was not so. Interpretations of the latter kind
spirit of compromise, migration of this type were reached in cases where the settlements
was accepted, but this did lead to the pro- were located on opposite sides of a road or
traction of the villages into long roadside i-iver, for example, or where two settlements
strings, and frequently their division into were known to exist immediately adjacent
discrete sections. Villagization has meant one to another. Comparison is also aided by
that the main north - south thoroughfare the fact that an old d welling site can usually
through the Bagamoyo District now has be identified in air photographs as an open
an almost continuous ribbon of habitation space with a leafy tree in the middle. Since
the yards around the houses will have been
alongside it, with very few breaks at all.
The villages located at the road junctions, trodden down hard, it usually takes many
which had long been important trading years for bushes to grow up again at the site,
points and administrative centres, usually whereas the buildings themselves are dereceived population from all directions, molished in connection with migration and
although less would migrate along the main the timber contained in them transported
road than at an angle to i t. Since these people to the new dwelling site (Figs. 24, 25).
Since the maps employ single symbols
would tend to settle alongside the roads
leading to their former homes, the villages to depict settlements, the same technique
tended to assume a stellate pattern to some
extent, with their branches extending further
outwards as the population grew, sometimes
even reaching those areas from which people
had been instructed to move towards the
·-,·~·- ..... ··.
··.....
centre at the ~arlier stages of villagization.
.,
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Changes in settlement patterns
Changes in the location of settlement
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PTevaUing diTections of migTation in 1952-66
An assessment of the prevailing directions
of the migration which took place during
the period 1952-66 was obtained by com-

Fig. 23. Area used for studying the directionality
of migration between 1952 and 1966.
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Fig. 24. A former Kwere dwelling site. A mango tree and
kapok tree are seen on the right
and castor plants on the left
(June 1979) .
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Fig. 25. A former Maasai dwelling site (J une 1979).
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is also used with the air photographs. This
means that the size of the settlement is not
taken into account in either instance, so that
no impression can be obtained from this
analysis of the growth of the settlements.
N evertheles s, the f act that a total of 807
abandoned dwelling sites were identified
campared with 746 new sites allows us to
conclude that the settlements must have
increased samewhat in size, bearing in mind
the steady growth in total population. The
figure of 378 for the total number of settlements marked on the maps which could be
identified in the same places in the air
photographs from 1966 (Figs. 26, 27, 28)
suggests that some 70 o/o of the dwellings
had moved during the interval in question.

..
·.··.

Fig. 26. Dwelling sites abandoned in the area
studied between the years 1952 and 1966.

Settlement changes in Tanzania

FENNIA 161: l (1983)

.·

.· .. .·...:.•..

...

....

27

..'T-----.~-------,

., .,p'·
:r: ..{ : .
'•)''

·.

...

•• _. . :1:

·:

••• : : •

•'::..

.··:.

..

.. ...·

.....

··•

::

.·.
O
O

:·

.:

2

4

6

B

2

4

6

B

10 km

10 km

.

':.

'•::

. ·.·

Fig. 27. New dwelling sites establishedin the area
studied between the years 1952 and 1966.

Fig. 28. Dwelling sites in the area studied in use
in both 1952 and 1966.

In order to determine the prevailing directions of migration, the settlements abandoned, created and retained in the same
area were campared in relation to the positions of the main roads. For this purpose
all roads were included which possessed
regular bus traffic at some time during the
research period. A total of five zones of width
l km were defined on either side of the road
and a study was made of the numbers of
instances of abandoned, newly created and
unchanged settlements contained within
each of these.
The results suggest that approx. 45 % of
the new settlements were created within
l km of a main road, while only 25% ofthose
which had been abandoned fell within this
zone (Fig. 29). Correspondingly, while only
just over 14 % of the new settlements lay

between l and 2 km of a main road, 19 %
of the abandoned ones had done so. All in all,
the new settlements may be said to have
been located closer to the main roads than
those which had been abandoned, thO'se
which had existed previously and had been
retained being distributed more or less in
the same manner as the new ones.
This examination thus serves to show that
some migration towards the main roads
had taken place even before 1966, i.e. that the
concentration of population which the villagization programme finally achieved had
already started in a spontaneous fashion even
before that programme was initiated. The
migration demonstrated here had occurred
before independence and in the early years
thereafter, and had possibly continued in
a similar manner up to the time of villagiza-
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had taken place in the area to the east of
Mboga and south-east of Msata, and similarly
certain river valleys, e.g. those of the Mindu,
Rufu and Kihanga rivers, had featured some
settlement in the 1950's which had disappeared by 1966. In both cases one relevant
factor may well have been the heavy rains
experienced in the late 1950's, since the areas
in question are low-lying and susceptible
to flooding, which would have rendered
the soil too wet for cultivation and may also
have destroyed some of the houses. In contrast, new settlement is seen to have spread
to the areas north-east of Madesa during
this period.
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Location of tmditionaL settLement
The most important considerations for the
location
of settlement on the traditional
Fig. 29. Location of dwelling sites established (1),
pattern
were
an adequate daily supply of
abandoned (2) and preserved (3) between 1952 and
water and hygienic conditions at the site,
1966 in relation to main roads.
although it was naturally also important for
there to be suitable farming land sufficiently
close. This usually meant land within some
tion. One reason for this migration was in- 5 km of the settlement, bu t there are excepdeed probably the general increase in po- tions in which people are known to have
litical awareness, which made contacts with farmed land at even greater distances from
other areas, and especially with the towns, their homes. Since fields in this region can
more essential than before. Migration of this be u sed for only 3-4 years at a time and
kind could not have been eaused by the must then be left fallow for 15-20 years,
forertinner of the ujamaa movement, as there are many cases in which fields have
this stood for the faunding of new villages been located a good distance from the settleand the clearing of new land for cultivation, ments. Where this pattern continued for
implying a movement outwards from the substantial lengths of time it frequently
centres to the periphery rather than the led eventually to a change of dwelling site.
reverse trend as observed here.
The availability of w ater is a critical factor
Migration during this period is also shown during the dry seasons, whereas water can
to have been concentrated more heavily be found in most places in the valleys during
in the areas alongside the road from Dar es the periods of rain. People were normally
Salaam to Morogoro, which was surfacedin ab le to obtain w ater from within 1-2 km of
the early 1950's, than in those along the road their home throughout most of the year.
to the north, which gained its tarmac surface The water cancerned is contaminated, howten years later. The people were obviously ever, and not re ally suitable for human
being attracted to settie beside the main consumption, there being no source of pure
thoroughfares on account of the better op- water in the rural areas of Bagamoyo District.
portunities for making a living which had Although access to water does present
resulted from the improved transport con- problems on occasions, and it often has to
nections and the increased volumes of traf- be fetehed from considerable distances at
fic, and in this sense the Dar es Salaam road times of drought, this cannot really be
had been able to attract population over regarded as a limiting factor in this region
a considerably longer period of time by 1966 as far as the spread of settlement is conand therefore had a greater concentration cerned. With two rainy seasons in the year,
the dry periods never become too protracted,
of settlement beside it.
Large-scale abandonment of settlements and it has never been necessary for there to
2

3

4

5

zone
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be a reliable source of water close to every
dwelling site, as people accept a walk of
5-10 km to fetch it, and often even longer
distances for brief periods. Such reliable
sources of water in the area are the rivers
Mkombezi, Mindu, Kihanga and Mbiki,
for example, where it can virtually always
be o btained at l east by digging a hol e in the
river bed, while the River Wami will always
have same water flowing in it.
Hales dug in a river bed will normally
supply water for a considerable time, as
drainage is efficiently impeded by the soils
of the bed and lower parts of the river banks
(Fig. 30). Further east the topography becomes more level or depressed and the soil
comes to consist of a grey silt with a good
water retention capacity. Thus the inhabitants have dug a number of pits on the edge
ofthis area to serve as sources of w ater during
dry seasons. Many of the rivers flowing from
the west disappear upon reaching this area,
but the- water which they carry helps to
keep the soil damp.
A total of 16 dams had been built prior to
villagization in order to ensure adequate
supplies of water, although some of these
no longer function. The sites of such dams
include Mindu, Msata, Pongwe Kiona,
Matipwili, Lugoba, Mwatemo, Miono, Msoga,

A

'l
l

2

4

2 : 3
l

l3

l

2 :

1

l

B

5

Fig. 30. Associations between soils and topography in the area studied (after Scott 1972). A = ridge
to gently undulating topography, B= level to
depressed topography. (l) red friable clays, well
drained, (2) yellow-red loamy sands, well drained,
(3) strong brown to pale yellow loamy sands with
laterite horizon, slight seasonally impeded drainage, (4) light grey to white mottled loamy sands
with laterite horizon, seasonally waterlogged,
(5) black to dark grey clays (grumasolic soils),
impeded drainage.
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Mbwewe and Ubenazomozi. All of them are
located on seasonal rivers and are intended
to store enough water to see the inhabitants
through the dry season given normal rainfall
in the wet season. These dams are also used
for watering cattle.
As the valleys are likely to be flooded during the rainy seasons, d wellings are n ev er
built in the valley bottoms, but always on
the upper parts of the valley sides or on
ridges. If several consecutive dry years occur,
however, dwellings may gradually begin to
be built so far down the valley slope that
these will then be washed away during the
next rainier year and the people will have
to move up the slope once more. Such floods
can develop very suddenly, as the water in
a river may rise as much as 3-4 metres in
one day. It has similarly been shown in Dar
es Salaam that settlement seems to avoid the
lowest-lying areas (Lindberg 1981: 13).
Low-lying, damp places are usually considered unhealthy as dwelling sites, because
people tend to contract fevers more often
there. This is due to the fact that malariacarrying mosquitoes are more prevalent
in such places than in dry areas, since their
larvae live in water. The ridges are also cooler
sites, as the wind is able to blow freely, and
cool air is normally regarded as an advantage
in the tropics. The terrain slopes so gently,
however, that no regular pa.ttern can be seen
to be imposed upori the location of settlement
by the prevailing north-easterly, easterly
and south-easterly winds. A high vantage
point also enables a person to see in all directions, which is naturally useful for the purposes of defence. Although actual tribal
warfar e is scarcely to be f o und an y longer,
people still prefer to know who is rnaving
about around their dwellings.
It was usual for the fields to be located
below the houses, i. e. on the slopes and in the
valleys (Figs. 31, 32, 33). The vaUeys had been
the first areas to be used for cultivation, since
these had possessed better reserves of rnaisture than the upper slopes, but these tended
to become saturated during the rainy seasons,
which were also the main times of the year
for cultivation, to the extent that they were
not appropriate for all plants. It is most
common, in fact, to cultivate millet on the
valley floars, since this can tolerate waterlogged conditions around its roots, whereas
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Fig. 31. Location of fields and dwellings in the
Msoga area in 1966 in relation to topography.
l = fields, 2 = habitations.

Fig. 32. Location of fields and dwellings in the
Mbale area in 1966 in relation to topography.

Fig. 34. Location of fields and dwellings in the
basin of the Msoga river in 1966. l = hut, 2 =
dwelling, 3 = field, 4 = river.

Msoga (Fig. 34), where the river, whose upstream valleys have been taken over for
cultivation, disappears in an even, widely
spread valley which may be said to be almost
entirely under cultivation. The situation in
1966 was that this area had been divided up
into parcels of land of approx. 0.5-1 ha,
'"
although later the village of Msoga set up
communal arable farming there.
Fig. 33. Location of fields and dwellings in the
The houses are most commonly located
area of the Rufu river in 1966 in relation to top- in the area of red clays, and sometimes in
ography.
the zone below this (Fig. 30). Thus the most
frequent colour for the houses themselves
is red or reddish-brown, due to the ·use of
soil from the immediate surroundings for
maize, which can easily suffer from such building the walls. The traditional location
conditions, is grown further up the slopes.
of the houses in relation to the topography
N o el ear differences in the distribution was very similar to that found in the Mwanza
of crops can be distinguished in a region Region. (Moore 1979: 73), and the present
with an even topography, since the very author's own observations suggest that this
small relative differences in altitude and the location on the valley sides or tops of hills
common soil type make conditions more is the rule more or less throughout the counor less the same everywhere. Areas where try with the exception of the dry central
there is a river carrying water from flirther regions.
up usually.possess some good farming land,
Even though relative heights are fairly
e.g. the lands to the south of the village of small in the area studied here, only about
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20-50 m, and the landforms generally gently
sloping, these features are of great significance as far as the location of settlement is
concerned. Of the two principal types of
site, the hilltop type is the more widespread
and forms the only type to be found in the
more sparsely settled and marginal areas,
so that it may be considered the primary
pattern, while the slope location type has
developed in areas which have been inhabited and farmed for a long time. Most of the
dwellings of the latter type are fairly small
in size, a trend necessitated by the desire
of the inhabitants to place their houses on
flat land, little of which is to be found on
the slopes when no preparation of the site
is possible. The huts that are intended for
seasonal use only are normally located in
the midst of the fields in the valleys themselves.
The first fields attached to pioneer dwellings are usually located in the valleys (Fig. 35).
It seems, in fact, that settlement has usually
spread by an extension of cultivation up a
river valley, with new dwellings being built
along the nearby ridges samewhat in the
wake of this advance. Fields located at great
distances from the existing settlement are
provided with huts which are inhabited
during the cultivation season only. The access routes, i.e. footpaths, follow the ridges
whenever possible, the rivers playing no

role whatsoever as communication arteries.
It is in any case impossible for new fields
and new dwellings to be established within
the same year, since the building season is
contemporaneous with the cultivation season
and the work of tilling the new fields would
occupy the inhabitants for the majority of
the year. Later the people are able to clear
more fields on the upper slopes close to their
newly established dwellings, this policy of
farming at various heights being a useful
means of guarding against the risk of total
crop failure in the event of either drought or
excessive rains.
Accessibility to 'modern' services such
as schools or health centres was of virtually
no cancern whatsoever in determining the
location of traditional settlement. Schooling
was not usually regarded as necessary in
the rural areas, but instead the children
received an indigenous upbringing in their
local environment, with additional instruction given in the Koran schools. Traditional
medicine was, and still is today, of more
importance for the population than modern
health care, and the medicine men do not
seem to be located in the centres but are more
or less evenly spread around amidst the
ordinary people. These medicine men frequently visit patients in their homes and
may travel long distances on foot to do so.
They are also known to cure patients without

o
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Fig. 35. Location of fields and
dwellings in the basin of the
Rufu river in 1966. For key, see
Fig. 34.
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seeing them face to face, by sending medicine
via an agent. Similarly, immediate access to
a shop is not regarded as important, since
little money has formerly been available
for buying goods. In earlier times the principal commodity purchased was salt, while
more recently the buying of tea, sugar, beans
and tobacco has become more common.
So little is produced in the way of marketable goods that no problems are encountered
in carrying these to a marketplace.
In short, the accessibility of modern services does not seem to have been important
as far as the location of settlement is concerned, since there has never been any tradition of utilizing such services, people having
been prepared to seek them from further
away when necessary. Ways of life were
evidently beginning to change gradually
by 1966, however, and conscious attempts
had been made ever since independence
to improve the lot of the whole nation, and
especially the people of the rural areas. It
was in connection with these goals that
emphasis was continually being placed on
the need for living in villages (cf. Nyerere
1968: 106-144).

Location of settlement afteT viHagization
Priority was given in choosing sites for
the ujamaa villages in the Coast Region
to localities in which there was already a
source of water, a dispensary and a school
(Mesaki 1975: 88), but since there were insufficient such places in existence in the
Bagamoyo District, som e villages had to start
without allthese services}On the other hand,
there were a few places which had all these
facilities but which were nevertheless not
developed under the scheme, e.g. Msoga,
since they failed to meet the equally important criterion of accessibility, i.e. the new
villages were to be set up along established
communication routes.
The present analysis of the location of
settlement therefore concentrates on examining the routes beside which the villages
were established (Table 3). For this purpose
the Yombo and Magomeni wards are omitted
from the discussion, since they are by nature
closer to the coastal areas than those parts
of the Bagamoyo District lying west of the
river Ruvu. The category 'gravel roads' in the
table refers to roads which are in principle

Table 3. Location of the villages with respect to
roads in 1978.

Beside tarmac road
Beside gravel road
Elsewhere
Total

%of
v illages

% of
pop ulation

Me an
pop. of
village

33
26
41

47
26
27

2 417
l 678
1164

100

100

l 717

regularly maintained and which have been
reinforced with gravel at least in some places
(Fig. 36). These roads will also have supported
bus traffic at least at same time during the
period studied here. The villages located
'elsewhere' are generally served by som e
kind of cleared track, although in some cases
this may not be very much more than a
footpath. The only roads remairring in reliable
condition throughout the year are the tarmac
roads, since even the gravel roads are usually
im passable to buses and cars for at least same
time during the rainy season, the latter
vehicles being very rare users of this class
of road in any case. The gravel roads are
negotiable by 4-wheel drive vehicle at any
season, but those villages served only by
tracks or footpaths are frequently inaccessible by any vehicle.

Fig. 36. The gravel road from Lugoba to Ubenazomozi (December 1976).
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As may be seen from the table, almost a
half of the population of the area now live
in fairly large villages beside tarmac roads,
the mean size ofthese villages being as much
as 2417 inhabitants, compared with a mean
of 1717 for all villages. In comparison, about
1/4 of both the villages and the population
are located beside gravel roads, the villages
thus being of medium size. Ab out 40% of the
villages have bad connections with the outside world, and these contain over 27 % of
the population. They are generally small
villages, with a mean population of 1164.
Some of these settlements, however, e.g.
Makombe, Mindu Tulieni and Msoga, are
only a matter of 2-5 km away from a tarmac
road.
These results imply, therefore, that following villagization, approx. 73 % of the
popl].lation live in a place which is reachable
by motor vehicle practically throughout the
year, and which, at least in theory, is served
by buses, whereas provision of the same
degree of accessibility for the remaining
27% would require considerable work in road
building and improvement.
Water has become more difficult to obtain
in many of the villages, since the traditional
sources are unable to supply the needs of
the increased population. Since the dams
have been found to improve the reliability
of the water supply, however, a village has
been founded close to every one of these,
with the exception of that at Mwatemo. All
the villages have adequate supplies in rainy
years, but if the rains fail to materialize, practically all of them suffer from drought to
some extent. A few villages also have piped
water supplies, Lugoba, Diozile, Mboga,
Mind u Tulieni and Makombe from the Mind u
dam and Miono and Kikaro from a dam on
the Kikaro river. These supplies are complicated, however, by the frequent pump
failures eaused either by mechanical faults
or else by shortage of fuel or occasional absences on the part of the pump operator.
Thus no village can afford to rely solely on
piped water, especially as the interruptions
in the supply can last for days at a time.
Supplies can also be jeopardized by breaks
in the water pipe itself. An additional problem is that the dam at Miono has become
too small, apparently because the village
of the same name has grown to about twice
the size originally pro j ected for i t, and this
3
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defect is again compounded by interruptions
in the functioning of the pump, so that here,
too, the piped water supply is anything but
reliable. When the water supply at the dam
runs dry, the inhabitants fetch water from
their traditional water hole further down
the Kikaro river, while the people of Lugoba
can get water from a dam at a cattle-watering
place south-east of the village when their
piped water supply fails them. Another 1 ossibility is to fetch it from the Mkombezi
river, where it is available almost throughout
the year if the rains are reasonably plentiful, but if there has been no rain the people
of Lugoba have to walk about 4 km in each
direction to the Mindu dam. The people of
Mindu Tulieni, on the other hand, obtain
their water from holes dug in the Mkombezi
river, or from the dam, while the inhabitants
of Makombe fetch theirs from the dam. The
people of Mboga get their w ater from Msoga
or a valley south-east of Mboga, where holes
dug in the river bed have served as a reliable
source of water for people in the area in the
past. The people of Diozile take water from
holes dug in the bed of the Mkombezi river.
Traditionally the best place in the area
as far as the availability ofwater is cancerned
is Msoga, and this was one reason for its
early rise to the position of a major district
centre. It is located at a point where two
rivers bring water down into a clay and silt
area with impeded drainage. Thus water can
be taken directly from the rivers in the.rainy
season and from holes dug in the river beds
or further down in the clay area during the
dry season. Nowadays Msoga even has a
dam as well, which will retain enough water
in a normal rainy season to last over the
following dry period.
The Wami river serves as a last resort for
a number of villages when water is no longer
available elsewhere. Thus the people of
lVIiono and lVIsata fetehed water from this
source during the drought of 1976, ~nd the
inhabitants of Pongwe lVIsungura are known
to walk about 6 km in each direction regularly
for this purpose. Water is, of course, available
during the rainy season from the streams
which flow down from Mount Pongwe, and
there is also a small water-hole some 3 m
deep at the foot of the mountain which people
claim always has water in it.
The only wells in the district, apart from
on the coast, are to be found at Mandera,
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and a further means of obtaining water is
the collection of rainwater from the roofs
in concrete tanks sunk inta the ground. This
latter technique is practiced in two houses
and the Roman Catholic dispensary, all at
Madesa. Such a system was, of course, out
of the question until recently, since almost
all the houses had grass roofs and concrete
was in any case not used, but nowadays,
with tin roofs becoming more common and
cement beginning to be available to the
villagers, storage systems of this kind may
well become more popular.
The most critical water situation is experienced at Chalinze junction, which is not
a traditional site of habitation, but grew up
as a trading post at the intersection of two
major thoroughfares in the 1960's. The former
concentration of population, Old Chalinze
(Chalinze Mzee), lay same 3 km to the northwest, close to the Mbiki river, from which
it obtained its water, but conditions in the
present settlement are such that water has
to be brought by tanker during the dry season. Another poorly favoured village in this
respect is Mboga, where the water-holes
in the valley are som e 4-5 km away from
the centre.
All in all, the availability of w ater remains
a problem for the people of the ujamaa
villages, and it is usually the first thing that
they mention when listing the difficulties
they experience. It is something of a seasonal
difficulty, of course, and is felt mainly between August and November, but if the
shorter rainy season fails to materialize, the
problem becomes really serious and the
obtaining of water becomes the people's
primary cancern in life. At such times it is
not unusual for water to be bought and sold,
and prices can be very high. 20 litres of w ater
east five shillings at Lugoba in December
1976.
As practically all the villages were set up
at sites of earlier habitation, it is obvious
that their location will have been influenced
greatly by the positioning of the older dwellings. Thus they usually have their centre
on the top of a bill, or sometimes high up on
a slope. The villages are never situated in
a valley. As they have expanded, settlement
has spread in several directions at once, but
always following the higher ground, it being
this feature which has determined their
shape. Where there has not been enough
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space for expansion, the intervening small
valleys have been crossed, leaving a gap in
the settlement pattern. This has left its
mark on the grouping of settlements and
led to the formation of many interrupted
villages.
The village of Lugoba, for example, has
spread outwards from its old centre inta a
more or less flat area, and to same extent
onto the upper slope, in the south-east (Fig.
37). Another major direction of extension
is to the south, passing west of the main
road and the overhead power lines, again
keeping to the higher ground. No expansion
has taken place here to the east of the main
road, however, as the ground slopes away
to the east, and similarly no appreciable
extension of the village to the north or west
has been attempted, since here the land falls
away gently inta the valley of the Mkombezi
river. The slopes and valleys to the east and
w est of the village are intensively cultivated.
settlement at Msata has spread along the
main roads within the limits permitted by
the topography (Fig. 38). In the north the
land slopes away rapidly towards the Kihanga
river valley, on the other side of which one
immediately encounters the village of Kihangaiko. Thus virtually no expansion has
taken place in this direction since the earnmencement of villagization. In the south
it has been possible for expansion to occur
along the road. A further consideration, in
fact, which has favoured expansion along
the roads is that these are constructed wherever possible to follow the ridges in the land,
in order to minimize damage during the
rainy season. Growth has also been possible
to a much greater extent to the west than
to the east, since a damp depression is soon
encountered in the latter direction.
Expansion at Miano-Kikara has spread

Fig. 37. Location of the village of Lugoba in
relation to the local topography.
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Fig. 38. Location of the village of Msata in relation
to the local topography.

Fig. 39. Location of the twin villages of MionoKikaro in relation to the local topography.

fairly evenly in all directions, although the
main area of continuous settlement is in
the west, where it has been able to spread
onto flat land (Fig. 39). A depression has
prevented any advance to the north-west,
while in the east and south-east the village
is divided into small groups of houses by
a number of valleys. Diozile and Mboga are
examples of villages where settlement has
been concentrated along the roads, but with
fractionation due to intervening depressions.

of referring to anything from a settlement
comprising just a few houses to a group of
dwellings running into the hundreds. The
groups observed in the present area in 1966
rang ed in size from about 80 dwellings to only
one. It is impossible, therefore to set an
absolute lower limit for the size of a village,
but in everyday speech a group of 2-4
dwelling houses would not qualify for such
a name. Individual houses are in any case
only huts intended for seasonal use, and any
permanently occupied dwelling site would
more or less inevitably comprise more than
one building.
The principal members of the typology put
forward by Granö (1930: 93), the circular
village, lane village and cluster village, were
clearly distinguishable within the large and
medium-sized groupings identified here,
the latter two types being most common
to the north of the W ami river and the former type to the south. This circular village
type in volved the arrangement of the houses
to form an almost continuous wall around
a central open space, perhaps with some
buildings also located in the centre of this
space (cf. the concept of'plaza village'). These
villages were normally served by roads entering them in a radial manner from various
directions, with separate dwellings alongside
these roads. The old village of Makombe
(Makombe Mzee) was one such village (Fig.
40). Situated some 7 km from the main road,
it consisted of a total of 36 houses in 1966,
the majority of which were grouped around
a central triangle, with 9 in the middle of
this open space and a further 9 along the
road which led to the water source. A small
group of dwellings had also grown up separate from the main village, beside the road
which led to the main road. According to

Changes in the grouping of settlement

TTaditional gmuping of settlement
Methods of investigation - The determination of the traditional grouping of the settlements in the area was based on air photographs from 1952-55 and 1966, although
unfortunately neither of these series covered
the whole of the area. Although the photographs were taken to a scale of l : 30 000 and
are not of particularly good quality, the
habitations can be picked out fairly easily,
partly on account of the carefully swept
yards, entirely devoid of vegetation, which
normally surround the dwellings, since these
show up as light patches on the photographs.
In spite of the fact that the old dwellings are
pulled down when the inhabitants move
away, a few s u ch buildings have remairred
in places in villages officially designated
for preservation. Visits to such sites often
proved helpful for interpreting the air photographs.
TTaditional types of habitation - The
term 'village' has customarily been used in
a very wide, indeterminate sense in Tanzania,
as it has throughout Africa, being capable

36

FENNIA 161: l (1983)

Taimi Sitari

inhabitants of the new village of Makombe,
the old village had contained 70 dwellings
by the time migration began in 1973. If this
is true, then it must have doubled in size
between 1966 and 1973.
With the inhabitants continuously within
each others' sight and hearing, the circular
form of village provided a suitable framework for a communal existence. Information spread rapidly even in the largest of
such villages, and there was space in the
centre for trees capable of affording some
shade. Since the circular villages normally
had field s all around them, some of the fields
a.t least were close to the dwellings. At the
same time, these villages were mostly located in areas which were in danger of invasion by the tse-tse fly, and the existence of
a belt of open fields around the houses
helped to keep these away from people's
Il
Il
homes. Also, no separate huts needed to be
Il
Il
built for guarding the fields, as was cusIl
tomary when they were further away, sothat
one member of the family could keep watch Fig. 40. The old village of Makombe in 1966, an
example of a circular village. l == road, 2 == footover the crops during the growing season.
The cluster villages had their houses group- path, 3 == large tree, 4 == forest, 5 == scrub, 6 == grassland, 7 == cattle compound.
ed tagether without any clear organization
or orientation (Fig. 41). These were usually
surrounded by forest, with all their fields
located further away. Thus it was always
essential to construct separate huts near the
N
fields·. On the other hand, the proximity of
(/ ~
Il
the forest was an advantage for the obtaining
of firewood, and also the various plants used
for medicines and for ritualistic purposes.
Although visibility from on e house to another
··········. . o. o.
•
was not as good here as in the circular vilG..
•••• ...... .
lages, the dwellings were so close tagether
...
.....
that continuous contact between the inhabi:... n. ~::.
tants was ensured.
The lane villages had grown up in places
o
where a narrow footpath ran along the top
/ o.\00
D :.. n.
of a ridge. Here the village had presurnably
been restricted to two directions of expansion
: 0..
o
,.;}f/
for reasons of space, making a circular or
0 ..
D (} CJ; o..... ~;·
clustered form impossible. These villages
:' c,..
D
a . ::===::::==~·if'"v
were usually rather small, and spmetimes
o .. ·..
D
(}
. · ,, ..~:''"
··..
............
occurred in chains of two or three in succes...
o..
o..
..~J
sion along the same path (Fig. 42).
\
~
The smaller settlements usually contained
\ ·. r...
c,..
.:::
:u
just 2-4 dwellings surroundings an open
··..
... ········ ... ·········· ·····,?
··· ..... ··
,:'
yard (Fig. 43), tagether with certain other
,~'
bulldings such as cooking shelters and storehouses. Every yard would have at least one Fig. 41. A traditional cluster village in the Pongwe
large tree under which the inhabitants could Kiona area in 1966. For key to symbols, cf. Fig. 40.
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Fig. 42. A traditional lane village in the Pongwe
Kiona area in 1966. For key to symbols, cf. Fig. 40.
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Fig. 43. Small settlements typical of the study area
in 1966. For key to symbols, cf, Fig. 40.

The dwellings of cattle-rearing peoples
shelter and perform their various tasks.
It was normal for all the inhabitants of a differed from those of arable farmers in that
small village to be closely related, even they always had an enclosure for the cattle
though they may have formed a number associated withthe house, either surrounded
by the houses, as in the typical Maasai homeof integral families.
Some of the small settlements would be stead, or separately, as in the case of the
cattle-rearing Kwere (Fig. 44). The number
surrounded by forest and some be located in
the midst of their fields, this often being a of huts attached to a Maasai homestead
function of age. Thus a new village would would depend on the size of the family and
frequently be located in forest or scrub, fields the age of the habitation, since the principle
being cleared around it at a later stage. There was that each married woman should have
were nevertheless also some older villages her own house, and with the · polygamous
which still h ad forest around them, especially structure of the society this meant that a
in the areas east of Mboga, whereas the homestead could passess as many as 5 or
western parts of the area studied here pos- 6 such buildings. The homesteads tended
sessed mainly or exclusively villages sur- to be bu ilt in the forest and to feature o bvious
rounded by cultivated land.
signs of erosion in the vicinity. The cattle
In general, however, there were no clear enclosures frequently contained separate
differences between the distributions of partitians for calves and goats.
settlements surrounded by forest and fields,
GTouping of traditional settlement by size
even though it was samewhat more common of village - In. order to determine the groupto find the former type in the northern and ing of traditional settlement in relation to
eastern parts of the area than it was in the village size, all the dwellings identified on
west. On the other hand, the most densely the 1966 air photographs, a total of 4 387,
inhabited areas of all had already lost all were depicted on a dot map. Instances of
their forest, so that location in such sur- seasonally occupied huts were omitted from
roundings was no longer possible.
this examination, but it is possible that some
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study area in 1966, a andbrepresent Maasai settlements and c and d Kwere settlements. For key to
symbols, cf. Fig. 40.

other buildings will also have been overlooked, especially in the large villages, where
the houses are frequently very close together.
The material comprises in principle all
those buildings which have the appearance
of dwelling houses on the photographs as
far as their size and position is concerned,
although same cooking shelters or storehouses mayhave accidentally been included
on these criteria and certain small dwelling
houses may have been left out.
The 1978 census figures show this area to
have contained about 7300 families at that
time. Since it is erossed by a major road,
i t is probable that som e additional population
will have move into the area from the more
remote districts, and that this migration
will have intensified during the villagization period. Similarly some natural population increase must also have taken place.
The village of Msata is reported to have
comprised 350 dwelling houses in 1978, but
466 families, i.e. an excess of families over
houses of some 33 %. Comparison of the
number of dwellings identified in the whole
l

area studied in 1966 with the number of
families reported in the 1978 census results
suggests a corresponding figure of 66 %, an
effect which may be due not only to the
factors mentioned above, but also to some
extent to inaccuracies in the interpretation
of the air photographs. N evertheless, checks
of these results against field observations
suggest that the interpretation was reasonably accurate.
Numerically the largest size dass of habitations is that comprising 2 dwelling houses
each, whereas the largest numbers of dwelling houses are located in groups of 3, and
almost as many in groups of 4. Altogether
about 39 o/o of the dwellings were contained
in groups of 2-4, while about 14 o/o formed
part of groups of 20 or more (Figs. 45 and
46).
Obvious areal differences exist in the sizes
of the settlements (Fig. 47), with large agglomerations very much more common in
the north than in the central and southern
areas. At the same time, a clear. difference
is found between the western and eastern
parts of the area north of the Wami river,
with large and medium-sized settlements
predominant in the west but small ones
common in the east. The large settlements
located beside the major roads generally
have a constellatian of smaller settlements
around them, evidently a consequence of
the migration towards these roads. The study
area was divided by visual inspection into
5 sub-areas for the purpose of examining
the areal differences in size of habitation:
(l) the area around Pongwe Kiona and Kifuleta and to the east ofRupungwi, (2) the Mandera, Hondogo and Kilemera region, (3) the
Msata, Mkoko, Kihangaiko, Ponwe Msungura
and Masuguru region, (4) the Lugoba,
Mboga and Msoga region, and (5) the road
zone (Figs. 48 and 49). The population of the
first sub-area is almost entirely from the
Zigua tribe, that of the seeond sub-area
comprises both Zigua and Kwere, and that
of the remaining regions largely K were. The
road zone includes 0.5 km on each side of
those roads which have bus traffic. The
habitations are classified by size inta those
of 2-4, 5-9, 10-19 and over 20 dwelling
houses (Table 4).
The first sub-area, which comprises the
district around Pongwe Kiona and Kifuleta
and that to the east of Rupungwi, had rela-
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Fig. 46. Numbers of settlements of various sizes
in 1966.

tively few groups of only 2-4 dwellings,
the largest number, about 1/3 of the total,
being contained in medium-sized agglomerations of 10-19 dwellings. Almost equal
numbers were located in habitations of 5-9
dwellings and large villages of over 20 dwellings, 28 o/o in each case.
In the Mandera, Hondogo and Kilemera
region, which comprises the territories east
of the Miono road and the main road and
north of the Wami river, scattered small
settlements were dominant at the time in
question, and as many as 42 o/o of the dwelling
houses were located in groups of only 2-4,
with a further 37 o/o in groups of 5-9. Some
medium-sized villages of 10-19 dwellings
existed, accounting for 21 o/o of the dwellings,

Fig. 48. Area and sub-areas used for studying the
grouping of traditional settlement in relation to
size of village.

but there were none of over 20 dwellings at
all.
Village settlement was common in the
area north ofthe W ami river in 1966, although
this had become broken up into a more

40

FENNIA 161: l (1983)

Taimi Sitari

river to around the level of Mazizi. Here very
similar proportions of the total dwelling
301
20
houses, 38 o/o and 33 o/o respectively, fell into
10
the small village categories of 2-4 and 5-9
~'~'ll~ll~l.,~lr.~ll~l~l.~ll_l~t~,---+--~.--~.--~..-~
dwellings, and 24 o/o into that of medium10
20
30
40
50
60
70
8 0 :~zt~,:~ent
sized villages, whereas villages of over 20
dwelling houses were a rari(y.
2.
The Lugoba, Mboga and Msoga region
covers those lands south of Mazizi for which
air photographs were available. Here 62 o/o of
'
30
40
50
60
70
the dwellings occurred in groups of 2-4,
sothat settlement can be said to be scattered.
3.
The villages of 5-9 dwellings accounted
for 28 o/o of the total, and those of lO dwellings
10Uilh
or morefor on~y 10 %.
=+WL~~~--~--.---~--~--~
10
30
50
20
40
60
70
80 :~zt~l:~ent
Although the centres of many villages
were located beside the main roads, i.e. those
roads that supported bus traffic at some
4.
time during the period studied, this settlement had not really assumed a form in which
its
grouping could be campared with that
'
slze or
'
20
10
30
40
50
60
70
80 settlement
observable elsewhere. Consequently the
zones running along the main roads are
5.
treated as a separate sub-area. The distribu20
tion of dwellings by size of village was never10
theless
not vastly different here from the
illilllq ... l ' .., l,' l ' l '
l l size of
'
'
pattern
in the area as a whole, except for
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80 settlement
the substantial number of villages of more
Fig. 49. Proportions of dwelling houses located in
settlements of various sizes in the sub-areas than 20 dwellings.
GTouping of tTaditionaL settLement by
studied.
distances between the vinages - The distances between the traditional settlements
scattered pattern in the areas east ofMandera. in the area were assessed by locating these
To the south of the river, however, scattered settlements on the topographical map, scale
settlement was the predominant feature l : 50 000, on the basis of the 1966 air photoat that time, with small villages of 5-9 graphs. This implies that the minimum disdwellings also fairly common.
tance between settlements, that could be
The Msata, Mkoko, Kihangaiko, Pongwe represented on the map was about 100 m.
Msungura and Masuguru region comprises Where two settlements occurred closer
an area extending south from the Wami tagether than this they were regarded as
forming a single entity.
The calculations performed here suggest
that
43 o/c of the settlements were located
Table 4. Proportions of total dwellings located in
settlements of given size, by sub-areas.
at a distance of 150m or less from their nearest neighbour (Table 5), 70 o/c at a distance
(no of
of 300 m or less and 86 o/c at 500 m or less.
Size of settlement
dwellings)
Bearing in mind that 2-3 km is not regarded
Sub-area
2-4 5-9 10-19 20Total
%
%
in
any way as a long distance to walk in rural
%
%
%
Tanzania, it may be said that some 90 o/c of
l.
13
28
28
31
100
the inhabitants of this area would presurn2.
42
21
100
37
o
ably claim that they lived very close to their
3.
38
33
24
5
100
nearest
neighbour. Altogether 97 o/c of the
4.
62
28
8
2
100
settlements were within one kilornetre of
5.
30
28
13
29
100
their nearest neighbour, while the longest
Total area
39
29
17
15
100
distance was 2.5 km.
%
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The c~ass of groups of settlements located
at a maximum distance of 300m from their
nearest neighbour consisted of 601 members,
3 76 of w hi ch comprised a single settlement
(Table 6), the largest agglomeration being
one of 30 settlements located on the Morogoro - Dar es Salaam road. Altogether, there
were 14 groups of over 10 settlements, making up 2 % of the groups, and with the exception of Madesa, all of these were situated
near a main road (Fig. 50). By far the most
numerous size class was that of single settlements, comprising 62 %, while groups of
2-4 accounted for 30 o/c. and those of 5-9
settlements for 6 %. In terms of numbers
of settlements covered, the groups of 2-4
settlements were best represented in this
category, covering 37 %, while the singlesettlement cases accounted for 30 %. This
suggests that although the neighbouring
settlement was frequently fairly close, there
were generally not very many such nearby
neighbours for any one settlement. A considerable proportion of the settlements fell
into one large accumulation in the Mandera
area, which was very densely inhabited but
which could not be regarded as a single
agglomeration on account of the regular
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Table 5. Distance to neighbouring settlement.
settlements

Distance
- 150m
151- 300m
301- 500 m
501-1000 m
l 001m

Total

o/o of all
settlements

552
344
199
142
35

43
27
16

1272

100

11

3

Table 6. Size distribution of settlement groups
defined on the basis of a maximum distance between settlements in the same complex of 300 m.
settlements
in group

No. of
groups

o/o

Settlements

o/o

l
2-4
5-9
10-

376
178
33
14

62
30
6
2

376
467
206
223

30
37
16
17

Total

601

100

l 272

100

occurrence of intervening distances of up to
30.0 m. In the Pongwe-Kiona-Kifuleta district, where the habitations were larger than
average, their groupings were usually small.
The traditional pattern was for the majority
of those living in the same settlement, or
group of dwellings, to belong to the same
matrilineal family or clan (Beidelman 1967:
23, 68). This can scarcely be regarded as
having been the case as a rule by 1966, however, especially in the settlements along
the main roads, since the old social order
had already fallen into decline during colonial times.
Further light may be shed on the distance
data by the calculation that since the area
studied comprised some 1400 km 2 , and the
calculated number of habitations was 1272,
an even distribution over the whole area
would have presupposed a distance of just
over l km between immediate neighbours.
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InternaL structure oj the viLLages after
viHagization
The ideaL viLLage pLan - Villagization

provided the villages cancerned with a
specially prepared village plan instead of
the old spontaneous arrangement of buildings, but since the work of preparing these
plans was entrusted to surveyors, who had
had no training in community planning as
such, the resulting designs proved to be
extremely regular and rectangular in form.
In most cases this meant a changeover to
a grid pattern in which the area of the village
was divided into l acre plots, each for one
dwelling, the houses themselves being
situated within the plots in such a way as
to form straight rows. The house on each
plot was then soon complemented with
other necessary buildings, such as a kitchen,
a storehouse and a toilet, and the family also
began to cultivate fruit, vegetables and other
edible plants on the l acre of land.
Such functions as shopping facilities,
health care, education, administration and
industries were located in the centre of the
village (Fig. 51), tagether with an open square
next to the administrative building where
village meetings and festivals were held.
The assignment of space in the centre clearly
laid principal emphasis upon local government services and administration at the
expense of shops and industry. There was
no assumption, of course, that all the villages
would attain all of these services straight
away, but it was expected that they would
gradually obtain the necessary services and
set up some small industries.
The intention was to clear fields for the
villages in the uninhabited areas outside,
but no allowance for this was made at the
planning stage.
FormaL viUage types - In practice, the
villages which were set up or expanded
under the villagization scheme vary considerably in form, partly because people have
resisted migration to some extent, and partly
because the authorities have tried to be
flexible in order to avoid open conflicts.
Those larger traditional villages due to be
discontinued have usually resisted dispersal
and in some cases have merged and applied
for registration as single villages, the result
being a village possessing a number of
equally viable centres. This has not been
a disadvantage for registeration pm·poses,

_j

t _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

~
~ m

~

CJG

o:::J

§]

2

10

L

15

2

DEJ

8

orJ

~

B

Fig. 51. Model plan for a village centre (Jayarajan
1969). (l) industry, (2) reserved for future needs,
(3) warehouse, (4) cooperative shop, (5) market
place, (6) shops, (7) dispensary, (8) future building,
(9) community centre, (10) open square, (11) police
station, (12) administrative offices, (13) court, (14)
nursery school, (15) playground, (16) primary
school.

however, since the number offamilies was
the essential criterion for acceptance as an
ujamaa village.
The villages of the area studied here may
be divided into the following formal types
(Fig. 52): (a) mononucleated village, (b) mononucleated multipartite village, (c) multinucleated village, (d) twin villages, (e) diffuse
village. Since the villages are not definitively
established yet, it is possible that some
changes in the types may take place in the
coming years. These types as they are at
present are illustrated below by means
of case studies.
(a) a mononucleated village - Makombe
Of all the villages studied, it is Makombe that
reserobles most closely the ideal planning model,
the reason for this being that all its inhabitants
moved there at the same time, when the old
village of Makombe was ordered to be moved
en bloc to this new site and to be combined with
the smaLl community of Kinduli. Thus Makombe
was entirely rebuilt, allowing full scope for the
implementation of the standard plan in its classic
form (Fig. 53).
The houses of New Makombe form three distinct groups, those located to the west of the
village centre, those to the east of the centre, and
the homes of the cattle-rearing population. The
centre has been supplied with a party office and
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party headquarters, 2 = site of future market place,
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Fig. 52. Formal village typology: types a -e. For
explanations, cf. text. A= village, As l= sub-area
l of village A, Al = nucleus l of village A.

a bar selling beer. The houses are arranged in prior to evacuation, while in December 1976 the
7 rows, 4 on the north side of the road running number at the new site was 87, and the number
through the village and three on the south side. of families in November 1975 was 110. Having
These rows, which were still not complete at failed as yet to reach the required size of 250
the time when this work was carried out, have families, the village has not been able to qualify
their houses some 25 m apart, so that the plots for registration.
must be less than an acre in area. The reason for
this is that the regulation requiring the houses (b) mononucleated, multipartite villages Lugoba and Mboga
to be a certain distance apart came into force
The present village of Lugoba is composed of
after villagization, which had started in 1973 in
this area, was already under way. The homes for three parts, the nucleus, comprising the old
the cattle-rearing population, who, like the other village ofLugoba, Mbukwa, located approx. 1.5 km
inhabitants of the village, are from the Kwere east of this, and To ng a,· about 4 km further south.
The settlement of Saleni to the north was also
tribe, are about 300 m away from the centre.
The villagers have cleared a certain amount of regarded as belonging to Lugoba at one time,
land for agriculture to the west of the village but has since broken away.
Tonga, i.e. the district surrounding the small
itself, bu t the majority of the cultivation still takes
place in the fields belonging to their old village of mountain of Tonga, possessed some settlement
Makombe, some 3 km away. The plots on which earlier, the inhabitants of which were unwilling
the houses are built are intensively cultivated, to move to Lugoba. On the other hand, it would
mainly with maize, Zea mays, cassava, Manihot have been impossible to set up any further indeesculenta, and pigeon peas, Cajanus cajan. These pendent villages in the area, since these would
plants obscm·e the view from one house to the have been too small in terms of population, A
next for the best part of the year, thus reducing compromise was therefore reached under which
the contacts between neighbours.
Tonga became a part of Lugoba. Since those new
The houses are linked by a network of footpaths inhabitants moving to Lugoba from the south
that follow the boundaries between the plots, wished to set up home beside the Chalinze road
but as people are inclined to cut off the corners to the south of the village, Tonga and Lugoba
when walking, a large number of other, freely rapidly merged together, although this one area
intersecting, footpaths have developed, which of the village still retains the name of Tonga. The
eat into the cultivable areas of the plots badly houses built in the intervening area are arranged
in places.
in rows paraHel to the road in accordance with
The village of Makombe did not increase in a grid-pattern village plan.
size as a result of its move, since according to its
Mbukwa now houses mainly those families
chairman, there were 70 houses in the old village which have moved in from the east and north-
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east, to gether with a group of cattle-rearing Maasai.
Here again the houses, with the exception of the
Maasai dwellings, have been built in rows paraHel
with the road to Tarawanda and on a grid pattern.
Although the authorities decreed that the people
of Mbukwa should move into Lugoba by early
in 1979, this had not happened by August of that
year, at least, and in any case the order may be
taken to apply only to the arable farmers, as it
is always felt more desirable to keep the cattlerearing population outside the villages.
While people were moved from the junction
of the road leading to the dam of Mindu Tulieni,
about 2 km from Lugoba on the way to Saleni,
into Lugoba in connection with villagization,
it is significant to observe that the village has
now expanded outwards to rea ch this roadjunction
once more.
The village of Lugoba itself had grown up initially around a Roman Catholic mission station.
Having been located further north previously,
it moved to its present site around the turn of
the century. Closely adjacent to the mission station
and its school, the latter now administered by
the state, of course, there has developed a thriving
shopping centre, with 11 shops and 3 local hotels,
these being housed in rows of buildings situated
about 20-30 m away from the road on either side
(Fig. 54). Before the new tarmac road was built,
the centre had a single market square lined with
buildings, and thus constituted a 'circular'-type
village except that the central open area was
more rectangular in shape. The construction of
the road in the early 1960's, however, raised its
surface above the level of the market square,
which tagether with the increase in traffic, had
the effect of dividing the village in two. The rows
of buildings on either side have been filled in
and extended in a direction paraHel with the road
since that time, and the centre has now assumed
the form of a 'lane village'.
The main extension to the old village of Lugoba
brought about by villagization has been towards
the south-east (Figs. 55 and 56), for which purpose
a rectangular plan has been constructed which
is in effect an extension of the mission station
plan. Since this plan was again drawn up at the
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beginning of the villagization project, the norm
of l acre of land per plot does not ap p ly here, either,
and the p lots are indeed substantially smallerthan
this, around 0.2 acre each. The roadside settlement
does not observe any prepared plan, but forms
a simple chain of dwellings following the course of
the road. These rows ofhouses have been tightened
and lengthened considerably since 1966. No expansion of settlement has taken place west of
the village centre.
It is only within the last ten years or so that
Lugoba has attained the rank of an administrative
centre, with the declille in the importance of
Msoga. One significant reason for this was the
change in traffic conditions which followed the
completion of the tarmac road, whereupon traffic
through Msoga gradually ceased entirely, so that
the road is now quite im passable. One consequence
of its recent change in status is that Lugoba had
no administrative buildings dating from colonial
times, nor any houses for officials. An administrative building was provided in the course of villagization.
The village has two sports fields, one near the
school and the other beside the party headquarters, and these are used primarily for playing
football, a game which has gained greatly in
popularity. There is a cemetery to the south of
the mission station, with a conspicuous absence
of settlement in the surrounding area, presurnably
because the proximity of a cemetery arouses fear
in many people, especially at night. On the other
hand, this does allow room for expanding the
cemetery, a very real need in view of the rapid
growth in the size of the village.
The market place is located on the northern edge
of the new housing area, and some buying and
selling also goes on in the village centre, under
a tree on the west side of the main road. Most of
the actual shops are situated along this road, and
only the ca-operative store is actually next to the
market place. Also close to the market place is
a bar selling local beer brewed by the women of
the village (Fig. 57). This is a commercial venture
set up by the village itself, the people selling the
beer paying a rent for the use of the premises.

Fig. 54. Part of the centre of
Lugoba (August 1978).
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Fig. 55. Centre of Lugoba in 1966.

To the west, some way away from the rest of
village, is a storehouse for grain which has been
purchased and is awaiting transportation out of
the village and for fertilizers and insecticides. The
health centre, tagether with accomodation for its
staff, is on the southern edge of the village, and
to the w est of the main road in this same direction
there are two mills. To the east of the road, opposite
these milis, is the Lutheran church. The mosque
is located in the centre, to the east of the main
road. The village has four water posts, all on its
east-facing slope, it having proved impossible to
install them in the higher central area because
of the poor water pressure.
Although Lugoba was provided initially with
a road network to match its grid-pattern village

Fig. 57. The bar at Lugoba
(August 1978).

Fig. 56. Centre ofLugoba in 1977. Key to symbols:
1 = water post, 2 = house, 3 = public building,
4 = tarmac road, 5 = contour line (in ft.), 6 = overhead power lines. Village services (numbered):
(l) school, (2) Roman Catholic mission station,
(3) Roman Catholic church, (4) dispensary, (5)
teachers' accomodation, (6) sports field, (7) cemetery, (8) shops, (9) post office, (10) trading place,
(11) warehouse, (12) bus stop, (13) market place,
(14) cooperative store, (15) administrative buildings, (16) bar selling beer, (17) grain mills, (18)
accomodation for health centre staff, (19) health
centre, (20) mosque.
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plan, the virtually complete absence of any motor
vehicles has meant that most of the roads have
become overgrown, leaving only narrow footpaths.
Alongside these a whole network of separate
footpaths have grown up, as at Makombe, which
traverse the yards of the houses in a criss-cross
manner following the most direct routes from
place to place. These are used much more intensively than the official grid network. The result
has been a system of major routes through the
village which operates on a triaugular pattern.
All the services in the village are located in the
centre, and there is no intention of providing any
for the other parts of the agglomeration. On the
contrary, the hope is that all the inhabitants will
move to the centre with time.
The village of Mboga has become protracted in
a direction determined by the main road to a
greater extent than any other village. Its centre
lies at the point where the old road branches off
from the new tarmac road, and all the other parts
of the village lie along this new road. Mboga has
received new inhabitants from settlements on
both sides of this road, and has thus developed
seven separate agglomerations, which have now
begun to merge tagether in places (Fig. 58). This
drift of population towards the main road was
detectable to some extent even in the 1966 data
(Fig. 59), and the emergence of separate settlements
is predietable in view of the humps and hollows
in the main road as it erosses the undulating
terrain, each hollow implying a discontinuity
in settlement. There are also other places, however,
where the village is divided although the terrain
does not warrant this, e.g. the division of the
centre into three parts by the main road and the
overhead electricity cables.
The various parts of the village each comprise
some 18-35 houses, and are sometimes divided
into smaller groups, especially in places where
there has been roadside settlement for some
time, so that not everyone has needed to move.
The people of Mboga still cultivate a large number of fields that lie some 5-10 km away from
their houses, a journey of 2-3 hours each way
on foot. Work has now begun on clearing land
for arable farming close to the village. The village
centre possesses a school, a party headquarters,
a mill, a ca-operative store and a church, while
only the services of the traditional medicine men
can also be found outside the centre. This does
at least make the services accessible to all the
inhabitants, however, as the main road serves
as a convenient route from one part of the village
to another, especially now that the use of bicycles
is on the increase, although admittedly only
among the men up to now. settlement at Mboga
is located in a strip almost lO km in length running
in a north-south direction.
The village plan for Mboga is camposed of a
number of separate sections, since each part has
been planned individually. Most of the houses
are nevertheless arranged in rows paraHel to the
main road, with the exception, that is, of those
whose inhabitants were not obliged to move,
which are grouped in the traditional fashion.
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Fig. 58. The village ofMboga in 1977 (heights in ft.).

(c) A multinucleated village- Makombe, Kinzagu
and Saleni
The settlements of Makombe, Kinzagu and
Saleni attempted to organize themselves into
a single village under the villagization scheme,
and applied for joint registration as such. With
a combined population in the 1978 census of 370
families, they would certainly have met the criterion for this.
In 1975, Makombe had possessed a population
of 110 families, Kinzagu 63 and Saleni 109. At
that stage Saleni was regarded as part of the village
of Lugoba and the aim was to move the people
of Kinzagu to Saleni, Lugoba itself, or some other
village. Similarly, instructions were given in 1977
for the population of Makombe to be moved to
Saleni, Lugoba or Diozile. These moves wei:'e
never implemented, however, and instead the
villages began negotiations airned at unification.
Saleni is located immediately west of the main
road and is built on a grid plan, with the rows
of houses following the road. Makombe then lies
some 5 km to the west, being reached by an extremely bad road, although one that is passable
throughout the year on account of the flatness
of the terrain. Kinzagu, situated about 2.5 km
north of Makombe, has not altered in the course
of the villagization scheme, but continues to
consist of a tightly-knit cluster of small dwellings
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Fig. 60. Miono in 1954.

Fig. 59. settlement in the Mboga area in 1966.

built in the traditional style. It is not served by
any road, and can be reached only along footpaths.
Multinucleated villages of this kind teild to
try to choose their officials more or less equally
from each part. This is naturally essential in order
to ensure impartiality, but creates problems at
the practical level, especially when the only form
of contact between the parts of the combined
village entails the sending of messages via travellers setting out on foot or by bicycle from one
part to another.
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(d) Twin villages - Miono-Kikaro
Twin villages are rare, and the Bagamoyo district contains in effect only one example, that of
Miono-Kikaro. In this case what is formally a
single village is divided into two for administrative
purposes, the background to this division being
the traditional territories claimed by the two
dominant clans.
Miono had been a fairly modest centre in 1954
in terms of population (Fig. 60), but had nevertheless possessed a market place, a health centre
and some administrative buildings. Its population has increased many timesover since villagization, and new housing areas planned on a grid
pattern have now grown up around the old centre,
both in the immediate vicinity and also further
away (Fig. 61).

l
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Fig. 61. settled area of thevillage ofMiono in 1978.
The rectangle derrotes the area covered by Fig. 62.
l = school, 2 = health centre.
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The Miono district fell traditionally within the
territory of two clans, and for this reason the
village immediately became divided at its organization stage, with each electing its own officials.
The boundary now runs along the main road
through the village, with the western area carrying
the name Miono and the eastern area Kikaro.
These villages have common services, with the
school and health centre being located in Kikaro
and all the shops and the market in Miono, although there are plans to set up a market place
in Kikaro as well. Miono functions as the local
government centre for the Ward and Division,
but the administrative offices are actually located
in Kikaro, whereas the post office serving the
whole of the Division is in Miono.
The population of the c om bin ed entity of MionoKikaro increased so rapidly during the period
of villagization that both villages independently
could now meet the size requirements for registration. In practice, however, the registration of
Kikaro still had not been confirmed by the time
of the 1978 census.
(e) A diffuse village - Mindu Tulieni
Mindu Tulieni is a village inhabited by the
Parakuyo Maasai, who practice cattle rearmg
as their main form of livelihood, and a few Gogo
families who have moved there from the Dodoma
district of Central Tanzania. The formation of
this village was a difficul t prospect from the outset,
as the Maasai are not accustomed to living in
large villages, but tend to group themselves in
individual extended families, although these
are admittedly often of som e size as a result of the
prevailing custom of polygamy. Since a family
will often possess a fairly large herd, average figures of up to 94 head of cattle being recorded (Rigby
1980: 43), the whole of the field vegetation would
be destroyed in a short space of time if they lived
very close together, and this would in turn make
the land susceptible to erosion, especially during
the rainy season. A t the same time, the Maasai
are accustomed to moving their homes from one
place to another at fairly frequent intervals in
search of good pasturelands and watering places
for the cattle, or even when the cattle are afflicted
by some disease, in the hope that this disease
may not be prevalent at the new site. The Maasai
traditionally regard themselves as having the right
to graze their cattle anywhere where the vegetation happens to be suitable, the notions of private
or corporate land ownership being entirely absent
from their way of thinking (Rigby 1980: 45).
The plan was that the Maasai should be provid ed
with their own village, by the name of Mindu
Tulieni, under the villagization scheme, with its
centre to the north of the Rufu river, where there
was already a school in existence. Plans were
even drawn up for the building of this village.
The Maasai themselves, however, proved unwilling
to settie in this area, partly on account of their
general reluctance to establish themselves in
large agglomerations, but partly also on account
of the authoritarian manner in which the officials
attempted to implement the reform.
Some kind of village nucleus did eventually
e mer ge, in the form of a group of 16 Maasai ho me-

steads within c:.n area of about 2 km 2 at a different
site, lying between the rivers Rufu and Mkombezi
(Fig. 62). Even though some of the inhabitants
have begun to practice arable farming and to hire
the local Kwere as labourers for this purpose,
the concentration of homesteads would still seem
too great, as the environment has already been
badly hit by erosion (Fig. 63). The inhabitants of
this area also include the village chairman and
secretary, who decided to set up the planned
village centre here and approached the author
in spring 1979 with a request for help in dividing
the area into l ha plots, a task which was subsequently accomplished jointly (Fig. 64).
The majority of the population of Mindu Tulieni
nevertheless continue to live outside this village
nucleus. The Parakuyo Maasai usually live in
small clusters of homesteads among the arable
farmers, each of these clusters constituting a subseetian of· the territorial organization, or oLoho
in the Maa language, although this territory as
such does not have any definite boundaries (Rigby
1980: 46). The Maasai customarily refer to a certain
area in terms of the quality or colour of its soil,
for instance, rather than by fixed boundaries,
and thus the village of Mindu Tulieni is wherever
Parakuyo Maasai homesteads are to be found on
red soils. Also, since the Maasai still maintain
their nornadie habits, the village is not only spatially indeterminate but subject to alteration with
time.

N

l
o

1

Fig. 62. Nucleus of the village of Mind u Tulieni in
1977. The rectangle denotes the area covered by
Fig. 64. l = Maasai dwellings, 2 fields.
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Fig. 63. Effect of erosion on an
animal track at Mindu Tulieni
(December 1977).

The current situation is understandably a source
of continuous friction between the Maasai and the
agriculturalist Bantu tribes. Since it is not customary to erect fences round the fields, there are
eonstant complaints that the Maasai cattle have
been eating or trampling the crops. A further
problem is that the village of Mindu Tulieni has
not yet been officially registered, as the number
of families is insufficient. On the other hand, it
is o bvious that a conventional census according
to the number of heads of families is inadequate
in this case, for being polygamous, the population
would have to be assessed on the number of
women bearing children in order to be comparable
with the statistics for other groups. Estimates of
the population are in any case highly variable.
The census of 1978 placed the population at 318
and the number of families at 37, but when a
research assistant to the Bagamoyo Project,
Y onas Ruben, performed a census one year later
in the company of the village chairman, Zebedayo
Mtumia, they o btained a population figure of
no less than l 100, with 307 families. This vast
discrepancy is undoubtedly due to the fact that
the 1978 census figure applied only to the Maasai
living in the central agglomeration. On the other
hand, it is obvious to the observer that the area
indicated on the census maps as Mindu Tulieni,
has nowhere near even the 318 inhabitants attributed to it in the census, sothat the boundaries
were apparently not entirely adhered to even
in that case.

InternaL stTucture of the viLLage of Msata
Changes in Msata prior to vWagization
The changes in settlement which took
4

place in the village centre of Msata and its
surroundings prior to the commencement
of villagization were examirred by referring
to the air photographs taken in 1952 and
1966. Although direct comparison was hampered by the fact that these were produced
to different scales, measurement and use
of a stereoscape made it possible to locate
and campare dwellings at the two points in
time.
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Fig. 64. Plan for the centre of the village of Mindu
Tulieni, drawn up in 1979, (l) house of the village
chairman Mtumia, (2) Mtumia's cattle enclosure,
(3) Mtumia's garden, (4) field belonging to Mtumia,
(5) field belonging to Mtumia, (6) Tanzarrian YWCA
women's educational centre, (7) cattle enclosure
and site of planned house of Y ohana.
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The village of Msata has grown u.p at the
point where the roads from Bagamoyo and
Pongwe join the main road north from
Chalinze. In 1952 the village centre comprised
about 40 houses, all with thatched roofs,
arranged around a triangular open area in
which the roads merged (Fig. 65). Thus Msata
was a typical circular village. The road between Bagamoyo and Pongwe did not in
effect pass through the village, as there was
practically no through traffic in that direction, but the road running north-south did
do so, passing along the western side of this
central triangle. Once this latter road had
been straightened and surfaced in the early
1960's, the whole character of the centre of
the village altered. Since Msata is situated
on an eastward-facing slope, the eastern
edge of the road gained an embankment
same 1.5 m in height and the road was raised
above the level of the square through which
it ran. As traffic on the road also became
very much busier, the once integral market
place area was now split in two, thereby
losing its significance as a place for standing
around and meeting people. This is reflected
in the fact that by 1966 the majority of this
open area had become covered by grass.
Some new bulldings had been put up by this
time, especially on the west side of the market place, but the total size of the village
centre had not increased very markedly
(Fig. 66). The government had also built 7
houses for officials beside the main road.
The outcome was that by 1966 Msata had
started to alter in shape, towards a lane
village distributed along the main road and
with branches following the side-roads.
At the same time the standard of the bulldings had improved somewhat, with many
now having corrugated iron roofs.
The name Msata nevertheless did not refer
only to the centre, but also incorporated
an area extending about l km out from the
centre. This area contained a number of
habitations of various sizes, although the
largest ones had dispersed between 1952
and 1966 and more scattered settlement had
grown up. Dispersion had happened at Kibadagwe, for instance (Fig. 67), and the grassland and fields hao_ reverted to scrub. Even
so, the total number of habitations in the
Msata area had remairred virtually unchanged
from 1952 to 1966, in spite of the fact that the
region as a whole had shown a trend for
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Fig. 65. The centre of Msata in 1952.

migration towards the main roads. The same
had been the case around Lugo ba, for example, whereas in such places as Mandera,
Kimange, Mazizi and Mboga there had been
an obvious drift of population in the direction
of the roads.
Changes in Msata duTing villagization
- A house-by-house enquiry was carried out
at Msata by the author in ca-operation with
the village secretary, tagether with the
pro d uction of a sketch map of the village
in which each house was located and assigned a serial number. Data were recorded
concerning the name of the person interviewed, his or her tribe, the place from which
the person had moved to Msata, the year in
which the house had been built, the number
of people living in it, and the name of the
leader of the cell in question. N o tes were
also made on the method of building used,
whether it followed the traditional style or
whether it had a corrugated iron roof or
invalved the use of cement or concrete
blocks.
The enquiry and the numbering of the
houses proceecled in an order determined
by the village secretary, which differed to
same extent from that which the author

settlement changes in Tanzania

FENNIA 161: l (1983)

o ..
on

Jln..
o
on.

("{j
...

O

20

l

40

o

no..

1952
o ..
on
o

on ..

o
on..

o'h..

60 m

0..

n

no..

o..

(J

-/'

51

3

n

on..

o

v

v

v

n ..
no

00 •.

1
Fig. 66. The centre ofMsata in 1966. l = house with
thatched roof, 2 = house with corrugated iron roof,
3 = tarmac road.
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would have followed. This eaused some
problems for the drawing of the sketch map
in the course of the enquiry, but most of
these were ironed out later. The advantage
of this approach, however, was that it revealed the manner in which the secretary
himself was inclined to group the houses,
one which tended to operatein small groups,
largely of people who had moved in from the
same area, rather than following the village
plan. This became particularly apparent
in the c ase of areas planned on a grid pattern,
whereas the rows of houses beside the main
roads were taken more or less in order of
their occurrence, although this admittedly
also corre$ponded to a grouping of the kind
referred to above. Taken as a whole, therefore, the enquiry was not carried out according to the physical location of the houses,
but at least in part according to a certain
social grouping.
In any case, it would have been virtually
impossible to carry out this interviewing
work without the assistance of the village
secretary, since the people are usually frightened of any kind of census or questionnaire.
Even on this occasion, people frequently
looked worried and asked whether they
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Fig. 67. Ch anges in settlement in Kibadagwe between 1952 and 1966.

were going to be moved again. To this the
secretary would reply that, on the contrary,
the fact that their house was being given
a number meant that it was being approved
more officiallythan before in the place where
it now was, and this explanation normally
allayed people's fears. In the few cases where
there was no one at ho me at the time of the
enquiry, the information was obtained by
interviewing the neighbours. The secretary
himself was most interested in constructing
a map which would show which houses
belonged to each ten-house cell, and a wall
map of this kind was in fact drawn up for
him on the basis of the results obtained. He
regarded this as being of great help in planning collective work projects in the village
and in supervising participation in these.
Msata had grown in the course of villagization from a community of 261 families to
one of 466 families (by 1978), although the
former figure would seem to include people
living over a wider area than the 'built-up'
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area of the village as designated in 1978.
The original plans had presupposed that
Msata would expand into a village of 963
families, but this had not proved to b~ the
c ase, on account of the establishment of the
village of Mazizi, with 252 families, to the
south and that of Kihangaiko-Madesa, with
302 families, to the north.
The oldest bulldings in the village are to
be found in the centre, beside the main road
and the roads leading to Pongwe and Bagamoyo (Fig. 68). From a total of 45 dwelling
houses in 1966, the village had grown to
comprise 99 houses by 1972, or perhaps a
few more than this, as the figure of 99 represents those that were still standing in 1978.
In addition to the area around the road junction and market place, settlement in 1972
had also extended as far as the neighbourhood of the school, south of the road junction and to the west of the main road, and
there were also isolated houses and groups
of houses to be found, mainly beside the
roads. A row of houses arranged on a strict
grid pattern had been built immediately
to the west of the centre.
The total number of dwelling houses identified in the survey in 1978 was 353, of which
the greatest number had been built in 1976,
about a third of all those in the village (Table
7). Thus, although villagization officially
began in the Bagamoyo District in 1973, it
seems to have got under way properly only in
1975 and to have reached its peak in 1976,
after which time there was a slowing down
in the rate of new building. Even so, the
years 1977 and 1978 still account tagether
for as much as 16 % of the total, and with
the number offamilies in the village in 1978
still exceeding the number of houses by
over 100, it is obvious that building was likely
to continue in the future.
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Fig. 68. Houses in the village of Msata by date of
construction. (l) mosque, (2) market place, (3)
shops, (4) warehouse, (5) CCM office, (6) court,
(7) dispensary, (8) division office, (9) ward office,
(10) church, (11) school.

The building that took place in 1973 and
1974 was located in the centre of the village
and its immediate surroundings, partly
invalving the filling in of the existing rows
of houses alongside the roads and the construetian of a few houses beside the roads to
Bagamoyo and Chalinze. Building in 1975
was then coricentrated mostly on what were
at that time the southern and south-western
edges of the village. It was at this stage that
a more or less continuous string of houses
Table 7. Distribution of dwelling houses in Msata was established to the west of the main road,
by ye'ar of construction.
a new housing area was created south of the
Divisional offices, and a few more houses
%
No.
Y ear
were added to those beside the road to Bagamoyo. settlement also became denser in
28
99
1972 and before
the
immediate vicinity of the centre. The
5
17
1973
6
20
1974
village extended both to the west and to the
12
44
1975
east in 1976, but these new areas were less
33
117
1976
tightly built, since the l acre rule for the size
16
56
1977 and after
of a housing plot was now in force. It was
100
353
Total
in this same y ear that the first areas ofhouses
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for the cattle rearers were constructed some
way away from the rest of the village towards
the south-east. The houses built in 1977 and
1978 are located in the same areas where
building had been commenced in 1976.
In order to determine the pattern of migration and the groups which had migrated
together, the people interviewed were asked
where they had moved from and when they
had done so. The population was then divided into three groups on the basis of the
answers received: the original people of
Msata, who had not moved since 1972, those
who had moved since 1972, and those who
had come in from the outside (Table 8). Once
those living in government houses had been
excluded, a total of 342 houses remained.
Over a half of the population of Msata, 57 %,
had lived in the area since before villagization. This percentage should really be somewhat higher, however, since some of those
who had come from elsewhere had migrated
to Msata before the inception of villagization proper. Even so, there existed a high
proportion of people in Msata who had not
moved at all or had moved only about l km
or less.
In determining the groups which had
moved to Msata tagether it was assumed
that people living tagether who originated
from the same area had moved as a group.
This enabled groups of houses to be defined
which accounted for a total of 115 houses,
while there were 14 cases of individual
houses whose residents had migrated to
Msata from the same locations and a further
19 houses in which the residents had come
from elsewhere (Table 9, Fig. 19).
A group in this sense is regarded as comprising two or more adjacent houses containing people who have migrated to Msata

Table 8. Numbers of houses occupied by people
who had livedin the centre of Msata prior to villagization, people migrating within the village
during villagization and people migrating in from
elsewhere.
houses

o/o

From Msata, non-migrants
From Msata, migrants
From elsewhere, migrants

62
132
148

18
39
43

Total

342

100

53

from the same place. These groups are almost
always homogeneous as far as tribal origin
is concerned, there being only four which
contain representatives of two tribes (Fig.
69A).
The largest group comprises 18 houses
belonging to members of the Zigua tribe who
had migrated from the area called Gwami
around Mount Pongwe, almost 20 km away,
to the part of Msata north of the road to
Pongwe. Some of the plots in this part of
the village were still undeveloped and some
of the houses unfinished, so that one can
presume that the move was still in progress.
This group had also been joined by another
group of Zigua who had moved from Kigangaiko, about 2 km away to the north, to occupy three houses in Msata. A further significant group, occupying 14 houses, had moved
in from Changa, about 4 km to the east, to
establish themselves in the area on the western side of the village situated to the south
of the Divisional office. 13 of these houses
were occupied by Kwere and one by members of the Do e tribe. Another group of people from the settlement of Pugini on the
boundary between Mazizi and Msata had
moved in to establish themselves in lO houses
Table 9. Groups moving to Msata from elsewhere,
by place of origin and number of houses occupied
in Msata.
·

Place of origin
Gwami
Changa
P u gin i
Mdogwa
Mabungi
Z unga
Kilunga
Kivugo
Mkoko + Dunda
+ Mtonga
Kwedilima
Mkwazu
Kihangaiko
Mbuyu
Madesa
Muhaima
Kong e
Makole
Total
Migrants from
elsewhere

Houses
in main
group

Houses
in other
groups

18
14

2

lO

Isolated
houses

3, 2

l

6
5

3

2
l

4
4

2

4

2
2
2
2

2

2
l

101

14

8
8

7

3
3
3

3

14
19
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which they had built alongside the main
road to the south. In this case the distance
covered by the migration had been very
short, only about 1-1.5 km, but they had
evidently done this because they wished
to remain as far away from the centre of the
village as possible. The village secretary,
Iddi Kisima, believed that the reason for
this lay in a "fear oftown life", and explained
that people who have been living in the areas
of more scattered settlement frequently
feel unsure of themselves in alarger village.
Also, they are often afraid that life in such
a village requires more money than in the
more remote areas, because the village has
shops and bars. Some other irihabitants of
that same area beside the road to the south
had moved there from Msata itself, having
lived previously beside the old road, about
0.5 km west of the present one.
A number of settlements had existed previously in the area south-east of Msata, from
which the people had now moved into the
village. These included Mdogwa, about
1.5 km away, Muhaima, about 3 km away,
Konge at a distance of approx. 6 km, Kivugo
at a distance of 15 km and Maega another
3 km further on. People from Mdogwa now
occupied 8 dwellings along the road leading
to the school and the church, and had been
joined there by the inhabitants of one house
who had come from Muhaima. There were
als o two other groups of people from Mdogwa,
in 3 houses on the road to the Divisional
office and 2 beside the road to the south. This
latter area also included two houses belonging to people from Muhaima, both built prior
to 1972. The people who had come from
Konge were cattle rearers, and had settled
among the others of their kind who had
moved closer to the area set aside for such
people. These people again were still in the
course of moving. The group from Kivugo
occupied 5 houses in the western part of
the village, and those from Maega 2 separate
houses, one next door to the people from
Kivugo and built in such a way as to share
a yard with one of their houses, from which
i t may be assumed that the occupants formed
socially a part of the Kivugo group.
Extremely long-distance migrants to Msata
were the Zigua groups who had come more
that 20 km from Mabungi and Kwedilima.
The former h ad settled in their present ho mes
before the villagization project proper had
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begun. Admittedly two of their houses had
been built later, but it is probable that their
inhabitants had lived with others until their
own houses were ready. In contrast, those
from Kwedilima had built their houses only
in 1977, and had thus moved to Msata during
villagization. Three families in the former
group had built a rare design of long, communal house, although with three separate
front doors. Msata has only one other house
of this kind, containing two dwellings.
Two groups of people were found to have
moved to Msata from Kilunga, about 2 km
away beside the road to Bagamoyo, having
now settled on the road leading to their
former home. The remairring people now
living in this part of the village are for the
most part from Msata itself. A group occupying 3 houses was found to have migrated
from Mbuyu, to the north of the road from
Lugoba to Ubenazomozi, while 6 isolated
houses contained migrants from Mkoko,
although two of these are adjacent to dwellings of people from Dunda and Mtonga and
form a more or less homogeneous group
with these. The settlements ofMkoko, Dunda
and Mtonga are situated close tagether on
the banks of the Wami river about 15-20 km
from Msata. In addition to these people there
is another group of migrants from Mkoko
living in two houses in Msata. Many of the
people from this settlement had arrived in
the village prior to 1972. 7 houses on .the
western edge of Msata were occupied by
people from Z unga, about l km away towards
the south-west.
The population of Msata is principally
camposed ofthree tribes, the Kwere, Doe and
Zigua, of w hi ch the K w er e are in an o bvious
majority, 237 of the people interviewed
claiming to be K were, 53 Do e and 45 Zigua.
The Doe had lived in Msata for longer than
the Zigua on average, and were also more
evenly dispersed among the Kwere than
were the Zigua. Since the vast majority of the
people of Msata are K were, they cannot be
thought of as forming tribal groups within
the village, nor is it in any way reasonable
to set out to study their groupings in this
connection. Grouping of the houses into
contiguous tribal concentrations in the other
cases yields a total of 7 Do e group s ·and 4
Zigua groups (Table 10).
There are certain detailed cases where
the delimitation of groups is difficult, par-
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Table 10. Groups ofhouses occupied by members
of the Doe and Zigua tribes in Msata.
Tribe
Doe

Groups

Houses in
group

Total
houses

l

15
9
6
4
2
l

15
9
6
12
2
9

l
l

3
l
9
Total

16

Zigua

l

l
2
6
Total

lO

53
23
12
2
l

23
12
4
6
45

ticularly regarding the Doe, as they often
live intermixed with the Kwere. The Zigua,
on the other hand, are more tightly bound
into their tribal groups, forming two large
concentrations, one in the area north of the
Pongwe road and the other on the eastfacing slope between the school and the
village centre (Fig. 69B). The largest groups
of houses belonging to the Doe are to be
found alongside the Bagamoyo road, to the
east of the road to the north and west of the
main· road close to the centre. The houses
in the last-mentioned group were built
before 1972. In addition to these main groups,
there is a cluster of 4 Doe houses beside the
road to the south and one of three houses
close to the western edge of the village
centre. There are also four houses of Doe
in the centre, beside the main road, but two
of these are occupied by village officials,
who cannot be regarded as migrants to the
village in the same sense. It is indeed significant that there are two Doe among the
officials, but no Kwere or Zigua at all.
People are accustomed to living with at
least some close relatives near at hand, and
this tendency has been clearly visible in
Msata since villagization. Such kinship
groups have been identified here on the
basis of the surnames of the people interviewed, since it is the custom in this area
for children to carry their father's first name
as their second, and for wives to use their
husband's first name. Thus close relatives
can easily be identified but more distant

connections, e.g. between cousins, are not
revealed, nor are the connections of married
women with their own families. These are
indeed serious disadvantages when assessing
the importance of kinship connections,
since relations with one's aunts, uneles
and cousins in this society are frequently
just as meaningful as those within the
nuclear family itself. Even though not all
the · kinship relations are revealed here,
the analysis nevertheless serves to show
where the various kinship groups have
settled. The comparison made here is between the names recorded for immediate
neighbours, and the chain of kinship is
automatically assumed to be broken when
the respondents have indicated membership
of different tribes. The matter is further
complicated, however, by the fact that people will sometimes give the name of their
clan instead of their actual surname.
It is possible to detect kinship groups
mainly in the newer settlement areas, the
largest being found in the south-western
part of the village (Fig. 69C), where the members of the group who had moved to Msata
from Kivugo are all related one with another
and now seem to have been joined by one
other family of relatives who had already
been living in the village. This member in
turn serves to reveal a connection with a
group further south who had migrated to
the village from Mkwazu.
There seem to be three distinct groups
of close relatives within the Zigua population living to the north of the Pongwe road.
The largest of these is the Salumu family,
one member of which lives to the south of
the road. The headman of the family, who
lives in a house beside the road itself, still
functions as the de facto leader of the Zigua
group, even though his son is in effect the
elected head of the cell.
The groups who have moved in from
K wedilima and Mabungi o bviously consist
of close relatives, as does the Doe group
living beside the Bagamoyo road. The largest
kinship group· to have liv ed in Msata for a
longer space of time occupies 6 houses
located south of the health centre in the
area to the east of the main road. Two of
these houses were built in 1972 and the
remainder are more recent. Thus the relatives
may be said to have been reunited in the
course of the villagization project. Similarly
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the cattle-rearing population is closely
bound by kinship ties, and there are also
a number of other groups, including several
comprising 2 or 3 houses alongside the
road to the south. One group is to be found
occupying 4 houses near the school, three
having been there since before villagization, while the inhabitants of one have moved
there later from Kivugo.
It is o bvious that many of the older-established inhabitants ofMsata will be related,
but these people less often live in kinship
groups than do the migrants. Migration and
arrival in a new area can easily increase the
need for family contacts, especially in a
society in which family and kinship have
traditionally been a source of identity and
security for people. At the same time, a
general period of migration such as that
occasioned by villagization offers an opportunity for relatives who have drifted apart
to come tagether again, especially when so
many are building themselves houses simultaneously. Thus this project, which has
certainly dispersed many traditional settlements in which the people were normally
interrelated to a great extent, has also served
to reunite some relatives who have been
living apart. Exaroined in this way, it is seen
that Msata has a total of 130 houses where
there are relatives living in the neighbouring
house.
In accordance with the local organiza-
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tion of the only political party in Tanzania,
the Revolution Party (in Swahili: Chama Cha
Mapinduzi = CCM), each village is divided
into cells comprising in principle ten houses
each, each cell having its own elected head.
Msata has 17 such cells, varying in size from
6 houses to 37 (Table 11, Fig. 69 D).
All the cells contain K w er e, and these people are in the majority in 9 cases and the only
tribe represented in a further 4. The Doe
are the largest group in 2 cells and the Zigua
in 3 cells. In 14 cases the head of the cell
belongs to the majority tribe, but there are
three in which the head is a Doe although
the Kwere form the largest group. The Doe
had been more powerful than the Kwere even
in pre-Colonial times, and Mwelupungwi
(1976: 7) tells of them exploiting the Kwere
economically. Although the Doe seem to
be more evenly distributed amongst the
K w er e than are the Zigua, they are represented in only 10 cells, whereas there are
Zigua in 12, though admittedly only one
such house in 6 cases.
The smallest of the cells quite obviously
consist of kinship groups, with cell no. 17,
for instance, having all its members related,
all except one having come from the same
initial area. Another tightly knit cell is no. 16,
in which all the members would appear to
be related on the grounds of their names,
although three of the families have moved
to Msata from Mkwazu, one from Kibaha

Table 11. Sizes of Ten-house cells at Msata, numbers of houses in them, tribe of the occupants and tribe
of the cellleader.
Cell no.
l.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
Total

Houses

Kwere

Doe

Zigua

Others

Leader

37
36
33
28
26
26
24
21
21
21
20
14
12
11
9
8
6

16
33
21
27
5
21
17
14
7
19
16
5
7
11
9
8
6

17

2
2

2

l
l

7

Doe
Kwere
Kw ere
Kwere
Zigua
Kwere
Do e
Do e
Doe
Kw e re
Kwere
Zigua
Do e
Kw er e
Kwere
Kwere
Kw er e

353

242

4
l
7

6
lO
l

2

l

2i
4
l
l
l

l

2
8

4

l

53

45

3

13
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and the others from elsewhere in the Msata
area. The cattle-rearing population form
a cell of their own, no. 14, which thus constitutes another which is bound by kinship
ties. Cell no. 5 consists largely of people who
have come from Gwami, belong to the Zigua
tribe and for the most part are interrelated,
although there are also 3 Zigua from Kihangaiko and 4 Kwere, 2 of whom are from Madesa, close to Kihangaiko.
Cell no. l is the largest in terms of the
number of members and the most evenly
balanced as between the numbers of Kwere
and Do e, a large proportion of the Do e being
kinsmen. The group from Pugini living in
the southern part of Msata is distributed
among two cells, the more northerly one
also incorporating 2 families from Mdogwa
and the mor e southerly on e 4 houses lo cated
to the east of the road and the 4 southernmost houses to the West. The heads of these
two cells, one of whom is a Kwere and the
other a Doe, live side by side.
The organization into ten-house cells does
not follow the migration groupings in all
respects, although people originating from
the same area seldom find themselves in
different cells. One element in this is naturally the fact that the cells tend to comprise
integral areas of the village, so that there is
a high prohability that people living next
door to each other will end up in the same
cell. Seven of the heads of the cells have
moved to Msata during villagization, whereas
the remainder were already living in the
village.
Since a conscious effort is being made in
Tanzania to reduce tribalism, questions of
tribal origin were omitted from the 1978
census. It is obvious, however, that no special
attempt was made during villagization to mix
up the tribes, but rather the migrants themselves were allowed to form groups as they
wished upon settling in their new villages.
On the other hand, the fact that people
frequently moved in groups means that the
members will also have settled in the same
areas, allowing the village to expand in
s tages.
In many places the ethnic, kinship and
administrative groupings and those based on
area of origin virtually coincide spatially,
forming powerful social boundaries between
the inhabitants. The most strongly delimited
in this way are two groups of Zigua, which
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stand out markedly from their surrounding
areas, although admittedly both having
some ties with their neighbours. The Doe,
on the other hand, do not form any such
dist~nct groups. The migrants from Kivugo
again stand out in this respect, even though
they are of the same tribe as those living
around them. A number of significant
boundaries may be detected between the
houses both along the Bagamoyo road and
along the road to the south, eausing the
formation of distinct small groups, whereas
no sharp boundaries emerge in the centre
of the village, where settlements is older and
there are no integral migrant groups. In
any case, the people living here have already
had ample time to merge into a single community, any not wishing to belong to this
having had abundant apportunities for
moving away.

Changes in the character of the dwellings
BuiLding materials

The buildings in these villages are traditionally constructed of lo c al materials, wood,
clay, bark and grass. Four types of timber
are needed för this purpose: (l) poles about
5-10 cm in diameter and 2-2.5 m in length
for the walls, often obtained by splitting the
trunks of larger trees, (2) supporting poles,
a little thicker and not made by splitting
trunks, branching at one end or with a notch
cut into the end, (3) long, straight, round
beams about 5-8 cm in diameter, and (4)
straight canes, about the width ofone's finger
and 2-3 m in length.
Building is commenced by digging a series
of holes 30-50 cm deep for the wall poles
and the supporting poles. This can be done
very neatly, as the soil is hard-packed clay
(Fig. 70). Each supporting pole has a round
hole of its own, and the holes are located
about 50-80 cm apart and joined by a trench,
in which 3-5 wall poles are set. Before this
is done, however, a strip of bark is usually
stretch ed between the to ps of the supporting
poles to check that these are in a straight
lineand all of the same height (Fig. 71). The
beams intended to bear the weight of the roof
are then placed on top of the supporting
poles and tied in position. Once the wall
poles are in place, canes are arranged cross-
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Fig. 70. Early stages in erecting the walls of a
house. The supporting poles have been set in holes
in the ground (July 1979).
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Fig. 71. Checking of the heights of the supporting
poles and straightness of the walls using string
made of twistedbark (July 1979).

ways both inside and out about 10-15 cm are filled with clay dug out from around the
apart and bound tagether by weaving strips house (Fig. 74), and later the who le wall is
of bark between them from the bottom plastered with clay inside and out and
L~pwards in the spaces between the wall
smoothed over. The hole from which this clay
poles. Spaces are left for the doorways as is taken is frequently used nowadays as the
building proceeds, but the windows, if any site for a pit latrine.
are required, are cut out afterwards.
The houses belonging to the Maasai living
Once the wooden structures for the walls in the area are built in the same manner as
are complete, the supporting structures for the others, since the Maasai generally employ
the roof are built, and these are then com- people from other tribes to do their building.
pleted by binding canes across them (Fig. 72). In any case, the Maasai prefer to use clay
The actual roofing material is grass, which in their houses rather than the traditional
is arranged in an overlapping manner with cow dung whenever clay is available. The
the tops of the stems painting downwards few Gogo families living amongst the Maasai,
(Fig. 73). The ends of grass hanging down however, have retained their own style of
from the eaves are theri usually trimmed building, in w h ich the w alls do not have any
off to give a straight edge. Otherwise less care crosswise canes but consists of upright poles
is taken with ro6fing than in the colder and placed side by side to form an almost condamper parts of the country. Once the roof tinuous surface, the eraeks then being filled
is finished, the square openings in the walls with clay. The ro o f is similarly made of poles

Fig. 72. A half-finished house
with the supporting structures
for a corrugated iron roof. Some
of the ro of has already been p ut
on and temporary walls of millet straw have been provided
(August 1978).
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arranged side by side and covered with grass
and clay (Fig. 75). This style has developed
in the dry central regions of Tanzania, where
both clay and grass are in short supply, and
unlike the Maasai, the Gogo have preserved
this custom upon moving to a new area.
The traditional ·manner of building houses
also involves careful timing of the work both
of building and of obtaining the material
in accordance with the seasons. The wooden
frame for the house is built before the rainy
season commences, when i t is easier to dig the
holes for the supporting poles and trenches
for the wall poles, since the ground is dry.
Fig. 73. Repairing a thatched roof. This has to be Similarly people usually try to have the roof
done every year (August 1978).
finished before the rains come. The clay
surface is put on the walls towards the end
of the rainy season, however, while water is
still easy to come by but the rains are no
longer too heavy. Thegrass for use in roofing
also has to be gathered at the end of the rainy
season or just afterwards, when it has grown
to its fulllength. Thus the work of building
a house normally lasts at least a year, but
can take much longer, although the shell
of the house can be lived in as soon as the
roof, or at least part of it, is in position.
Before villagization it was only in the
largest villages that there were any buildings
containing materials other than the traditional ones, and it was in any case only in
the early 1970's that such new materials,
Fig. 7 4. A house with its walls filled with clay bu·
principally corrugated iron and cement,
with the surface left unfinished, so that the wooder
structures are still visible (August 1978).
becarne more widespread. At the same time
it became more common to use sawn laths
in the roof structures and nails for fixing
the corrugated iron sheets, the traditional
poles, which were always a little crooked,
being unsuitable for this purpose. Some
people also began to provide their houses
with stone foundations, and to paint their
doors, windows and w alls. N either of these
customs has become particularly widespread as yet, however. The most popular of all the new building materials has
proved to be corrugated iron for roofing.
One consequence of this is that the houses
are now more conspicuous in the landscape
(Fig. 76).
The door-to-door enquiry carried out in the
village of Msata in 1978 showed that 121 out
~ ·~·-~ ~~-.· ~>· ·.
of the 350 dwelling houses had a corrugated
-~~~~1~1.~.0" ..
roof and 49 of these also had their walls
plastered with cement. A further 10 private
Fig. 75. A Gogo house at Mindu Tulieni (December
1976).
houses and 9 official dwellings had walls
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Fig. 76. The village of Lugoba viewed from a hill to the south-east. Mount Pongwe can be seen in the
background (December 1976).

made of concrete blocks. This still meant,
however, that 229 houses w er e built entirely
in the indigenous style. The houses built
using modern materials were concentrated
in the centre of the village, and were therefore mostly owned by people who had lived
in Msata for some time (Fig. 77).
Although the villagers are allowed to gather
building materials from the surrounding
countryside free of charge, not everyone will
build his house or collect the materials himself, and consequently a tariff has emerged
for these items. The prices of local building
materials at Lugoba in 1979 were the following:
Wall poles
Supporting poles
Beams
Canes
Bark

2/50
3/50
3/50
-/20
-/20

1973: 18), whereas those of the modern
materials had risen considerably, the price of
corrugated iron having more than doubled
over that time and that of cement more than
trebled.
According to these 1979 prices, the cost of
a good house built in the indigenous style
would be around 1200 shillings, construction
frequently taking place slowly, as the money
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In contrast, the prices of certain modern
building materials at the same point in time
were:
Sawn laths
Corrugated iron
Cement
Nails
Roofing nails
3"

4"
Doors
Windows

'

8/- shillings each
40/20 shillings/sheet
(l m x 2.5 m)
36/- shillings/50 kg
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9/55 shillings/kg
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250/- shillings each
100/- shillings each

The prices of the traditional materials may
be seen to have remained more or less unchanged since 1973 (Therkildsen & Moriarty
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Fig. 77. Building standards of the houses at Msata.
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was found to pay for it. For this reason many
of the migrants have built themselves temporary houses with the walls made out of interwoven millet straw (Fig. 78) or grass arranged
in an upright manner.
The very vigorous spate of building occasioned by the villagization measures has
obviously had a major impact on the natural
environment. If we calculate, that some
1000 families moved house in the Lugoba
ward, and that 5 % of these built themselves
modern concrete-reinforced houses, a further
30 % traditional houses but with a corrugated
iron roof, and the remairring 65 % traditional
houses, then the total cost of these dwellings
reaches the sum of 2 650 000 shillings, that is,
if we assume all the materials used to have
been new. This was certainly not the case,
however, for they would in general have
demolished their previous houses and used
the wooden parts again in their new houses
as much as possible. In any case, the men
themselves have been responsible for the
building in most case, and at least some of
them will also have fetehed the wood themselves, so that the sum of money spent on
housing in connection with villagization
was by no means as large as that calculated
here. On the other hand, the figure does
provide some impression of the amount of
work which the accomplishment ofvillagization has demanded from the inhabitants.

Fig. 78. Recently constructed house, with its walls
still made of millet straw (August 1978).

[___3_~_i __ :~ 3
Fig. 79. Ground-plans oftraditional Kwere houses.
a and b completed houses, c temporary design.
Rooms: l= cooking area, 2 = porch, 3 = bedroom.

Changes in styles of building
The indigenous d welling ho u ses of the
area are to a greateror lesserextent elongated
in form, this having still been almost the only
form in 1966, when it was only in the largest
villages, which had some merchants of
Indian, Arab or Somali origin who had moved
in from the coast, that any houses with a
square ground-plan were to be found. The
traditional house has a single en trance, which
is normally located in the middle of the long
side (Figs. 79, 80) and which leads in to a broad
corridor with a room on either side. The
rooms are used for sleeping in, and sometimes as storerooms, and cooking traditiorrally takes place over an open fire made
on the floor of the corridor. The eaves of the
house are usually allowed to project out
sufficiently far in the front that they provide
a shady porch up against the wall. These
houses vary in size according to the wealth

Fig. 80. Old dwelling house at Mboga (August
1978).

and size of the family, bu t normallythero oms
are approx. 3 x 3 m or 4 x 4 m, so that the
ground plan of the whole building would
be about 3 x 8 m or 4 x 10 m. The walls are
about 2 m high and the ridge of the roof 2,5-
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3 m high. The smaller houses of this elongated type have ridge roofs, but larger ones
are also found with the pyramidal type of
roof. The thatched roofs are always fairly
steep, with an angle at the ridge which is
usually about 120°. This allows the water
to run off the roof quickly and prevents it
from soaking the thatch or dripping through.
Influence from the coastal area has led to
the spread of the "Swahili" style of house
(Figs. 81, 82), which developed out of the
indigenous ho u se· of the Zaramo tribe as the
people became more affluent, by the addition of extra rooms along what had originally
been the shorter side. Thus a house which
was originally elongated in form has developed into one with a square ground-plan
(Edvardsen & Hegdal 1972: 31). Like the
Zaramo house itself, the "Swahili" design has
a corridor running through it, with doors
into both the front and the back yard. Indeed,
the back yard has risen in status to be the
most important part of the land around the
house largely as a consequence ofthe spread
of the Swahili style (Sitari 1980: 143). Since
the indigenous Kwere house did not have
a door into the back yard, all the outside
jobs were done in front of the house, and
the various separate storehouses and additional dwelling houses were built around
this, but in the case of the Swahili house
these buildings were added behind the main
house, making the back yard the most important place for people to be when out of
doors. Some Swahili houses even have their
outbulldings linked tagether with a wall to
form an enclosed yard, a clear hint of Arab
influence.
The Swahili houses always have a pyramidal-shaped roof, usually covered with corrugated iron. These roofs are very much
less steep than the thatched roofs, however,
with a ridge angle of around 150°. The actual
angle of the roof is usually varied according
to the size of the house in order to avoid
having to cut the sheets of corrugated iron.
The houses do not have attics of any kind,
but the use of soft-board ceilings is on the
increase. A ridge or gable roof would be
difficult to build on a large house, since
it would necessitate the provision of longer
poles, w hi ch it would be difficult to o btain,
the walls of houses in general being limited
to around 2.5 m in height by the length of
the poles available. The houses in the centres
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Fig. 81. Ground-plan of the 'Swahili' house.
Rooms: l= cooking area, 2 = porch, 3 = bedroom,
4 = storeroom, 5 = toilet.

Fig. 82. A 'Swahili' house at Lugoba (August 1978).

of the larger villages usually have an open
porch in front of them, with a more gently
sloping roof than the house itself.
The Parakuyo Maasai have their houses
built by men from other tribes, and thus the
final result is the same in construction and
outward appearance as a traditional dwelling
of one of the agriculturalist tribes, although
usually smaller (Fig. 83). The interior, however, usually shows the structure typical of
the Maasai house (Fig. 84), in which the
outside door leads to a hallway in which
newborn goats and chicks are kept, and
this area is separated by a dividing wall
from the next room, in which the inhabitants
sleep around the walls and cook in the
middle. The house may also have other
rooms, with the innermost one the bedroom.
The traditional Maasai house is in fact spiral
in shape, with rounded corners and a cupola
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Fig. 83. A Maasai settlement at
Mindu Tulieni. Some influence
from the Go go style of building
can be seen in the walls of the
building in the background.
Building in straight lines is an
innovation which has even
spread to the Maasai settlements, replacing the previous
circular disposition of houses
(December 1976).

roof, but the Parakuyo Maasai have rectangular houses, normally with a ridge roof.
The members of the Gogo tribe living
amongst the Maasai have preserved their
traditional style of building. Their houses
are rectangular in shape, with the interior
divided into a cooking area and a bedroom,
and they have flat roofs, so that the width
of the house is limited by the length of the
timbers available. The roof is nevertheless
slightly rounded on the top as a result of
the thick layer of day with which it is reinforced (Fig. 75).
The chairman of the village of Mindu
Tulieni, Zebedayo Mtumia, has created the

a

D
[ ~ l: :

most original design of house in the area,
by setting out from the traditional Maasai
dwelling and adopting many influences
from other sources (Figs. 85, 86). He has
enlarged the traditional Maasai dwelling
by building in effect two dwellings side by
side and actding a wing containing a number
of small bedrooms. The two ho u ses are jo in ed
by a roofed open space with a fireplace for
cooking. Thus the traditional Maasai habitation with seyeral separate buildings has
been incorporated entirely within a single
structure. This camplex also has one upstair
room in the main building, making it the
only two-storey building in the area other
than the Roman Catholic mission stations.
At the same time, the plan of Mtumia's house
bears a close resemblance to that of the
traditional large Gogo house (Edvardsen &
Hegdal 1972: 27), except in its possession
of two hallways and two bedrooms, but then
he also has two wives, and tradition demands
that each wife should have her own dwelling.
Mtumia has also forsaken the traditional
thornbush hedge around the cattle compound and replaced it with a square fence of
vertical poles.

b
3

3

l

Fig. 84. Ground-plans of traditional Maasai (a) and
Parakuyo Maasai houses (b). Rooms: l= cooking
area, 2 = living area, 3 = sleeping area.
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Fig. 85. Ground-plan of Mtumia's house. For key
to rooms, cf. Fig. 84.
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Fig. 86. Mtumia's house viewed from behind (July
1979).
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The administrative structure and its
history in the Bagamoyo District
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Administration in Tanzania below the
level of district began to take shape from
1969 onwards, with the nominatian of 'division secretaries' (Berry 1971: 16), with duties
laid down both by the government and by
the party. Previous to this, communication
between the locallevel and the district and
region level of administration had been in
the hands of the councils of the chiefdoms
and informal parish councils. The chiefs,
sub-chiefs and village headmen had been
responsible for the collecting of taxes, for
ensuring adherence to the traditional laws
and for providing assistance in the obtaining
of the necessary labour for building and road
construction projects. After independence,
however, the African Chiefs Ordinance was
rescinded, in 1963, and a system of divisions
and sub-divisions was set up in place of the
old chiefdoms (Berry 1961: 16). The boundaries of these new entities were nevertheless
highly indeterminate.
The Bagamoyo District came to passess
6 divisions, the same number which it has
today, although the areas covered by these,
and their names, have changed in many
cases. The old division boundaries followed
to some extent those separating the tribal
territories, whereas the new ones rely more
5
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upon natural features of the landscape,
principally the rivers. Thus the southern
boundary of the old Miono Division ran
along the southern limit of the Zigua territory, while the Kiwangwa Division was
coexistent with the traditional territory of
the Doe tribe. Similarly the Msoga Division
comprised those areas which had formerly
been presicled over by the village headmen
appointed under Chief Kisugulu, who resided in Msoga. Under the new distribution
the Miono Division has been split into the
divisions of Kwaruhombo and Miono, while
those of Kiwangwa and Msata have been
combined to form the Msata Division. Since
the latter now has the Wami river as its
northern boundary, this als o me ans that the
areas of the old Kiwangwa Division which
lay north of the river have now been incorporated in the division of Miono, while the
areas around Pongwe, to the south of the
river, have become part ofthe Msata Division.
The new system of divisions became established in practical use along with villagization.
The changes also meant that two of the
administrative centres for the divisions,
Kiwangwa and Msoga, lost this status, Kiwangwa retaining some function as the
centre for a ward, whereas Msoga failed to
qualify even for this position, its administrative functions being transferred to L u go ba,
although the division still retains the name
of Msoga.
Where the next administrative level below
the division had previously been the subdivision, of which there had been 38 in all
in the Bagamoyo District (Fig. 14), these were
now replaced by wards and their number
reduced to 15 (Fig. 15). This means that the
divisions and wards have come closer together in size, and there has therefore been
a certain overlapping in their administrative
functions. One consequence of this will
probably be that the divisions will be dropped
altogether as being superfluous. The 1978
census results, for instance, were not expressed in terms of divisions at all, nor were
the division boundaries marked on the
census maps.
The result of these administrative changes
has been that a clear hierarchy has emerged
between the villages, which may have three
types of status: division centre, ward centre,
or merely village. Of these three, it is the
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village itselfwhich is the basic self-governing
unit within the rural system. The administrative centre for the whole district is the town
of Bagamoyo.

Administrative changes in the Msoga area
as seen by the villagers

Chalinze up until 1907, when the Germans built
a base for him at Msoga as well.
When the British took over the administration
of the country in 1919 the akida were allowed
to continue in their existing function. Later,
however, the British claimed that these officials
were not collecting taxes from everyone, and
decided in 1926 to reinstate Kisugulu as leader
in the area, with his office continuing to be located in Msoga. After his death, his son Komba
inherited this position, but was soon displaced
by the British authorities for some reason, and
Mawakili was installed in his place.
The TANU party began to function in the area
for the first time in 1954-55, and soon after
independence in 1961 the power of the chiefs
was abalished and steps taken to introduce a
new administrative system. The present village
of Mboga was founded officially on 5th July, 1970

The first people to inhabit the present area of
Mboga were Semboga and his wife Mlamboga.
Since Semboga had a younger brother, he himself
was referred to by the name Semboga Mkubwa
(Big Semboga). Semboga Mkubwa lived in the
Chang'ombe area in the northern part of the
present village of Mboga, while Semboga Mdogo
(Small Semboga) lived in the Mikorosheni area,
in the eastern part of the village. With time, more . (Utafiti uliofanyika na maofisa utamaduni
1977: 114-118).
people moved to Mboga, because there was water
to be found there. This all happened during the
time of Arab rule, when Mboga was erossed by
a trade route for ivory, leading to Dar es Salaam.
Boundary delimitation
As a consequence the people who were under
Semboga's leadership were brought into contact
with the Wamindu, who occupied an area which GeneraL probLems in boundary deLimitation
extended north from Chalinze as far as Mount
N o signs are erected in Tanzania to indicate
Pongwe.
An attempt was made during the period of Ger- the boundaries of areal units below the level
man rule (1885-1919) to organize local govern- of district, the district boundaries being
ment around the existing chiefs. The Germans
therefore set up their local administrative centre
at Msoga, where Chief Kisugulu Masenga lived
at that time. He was duly installed as the head
of the area and presented with a letter of authorizaIl Mlima;-..~"-d_u_ _ _~
tion and a hat as symbols of his office. A number
of local village headmen were then narned as
his assistants, each with jurisdiction over a given
area (Fig. 87):
Readman
Area
...
l. Guliromate
Msoga
2. Magoa
Husazi
~
3. Kalalila
Tonga
......... 3
.···
Lugoba
----,,
Mindukene
4. Kinogile
Lugoba
l
'--.0
5. Milulu
Mindukene
l
'
1
6. Bokala
Diozile
Diozile
7. Makisanya
Mlima Mindu
/
0 Tonga
...
Bisasa
8. Bilumbwa
Bisasa
l
....
l
l
9. Chapile
Matuli
{
...... ······ / /
10. Lunyenza
Makondomengi
o
\ ............ :::: . ···"'
,/ (
11. Ramadhani
Mbiki
Mal<ondomengi
MsogaQ \
····........... 0/'-j
12. Boga
Kideka
/
·..
/Malivunda
13. Ibrahim Lumba
Malivundo
/
ÖKideka
/
/ Mbiki
bChalinze
14. Kambamyama
Chalinze

. . )l . . ...

=

~\,

·: ·. · .~:·>

'\ ·. : .· .: .

....·

~.~~~:~):·:·.

When the Germans began to levy taxes from
the population, the task of collecting these was
assigned to Kisugulu and his headmen. Since these
men were all illiterate, however, it was impossible
to obtain any records of the taxes collected, which
meant that the Germans had no means of supervising the process. They therefore introduced later
a dass of officials known as 'akida', who, like the
secretaries who accompanied them, were able
to read and write. Thus Chief Kisugulu was
rendered superfluous, but continued to live in
Msoga. The akida, meanwhile, had his office in

/__ ./········.0</ <.:····y<..

O Matull

Fig. 87. Places over which the headmen responsible to Chief Kisugulu had jurisdiction (location
of Husazi unknown; communication routes
marked as of 1954, l = main road, 2 = side road,
3 = footpath).
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marked only at places where these intersect
the roads, and frequently also on maps, e.g.
the topographical map, scale l : 50 000. The
division, ward and village boundaries are
not shown on these maps, but the division
and ward boundaries are drawn on the census
mapsand an attempt was made in the census
of 1978 to make the enumeration areas conform to integral villages. It has proved extremely difficult to trace these boundaries
on maps in such as way that they earrespond
preciselywith the natural boundary markers
o bservea by the people in practice for two
reasons: firstly even these natural markers
are highly imprecise, and secondly the mapreading ability of those appointed to do this
has proved inadequate for the task.
Since the local people have never learned
to read maps, they are similarly unable to
show one where the boundaries of their
villages run on a map. The problem is complicated still further by the fact that it is
impossible to discern whether distances are
being quoted in kilornetres or miles, or areas
in acres or hectares. The only way of establishing the boundaries accurately would
be to walk round t hem in the company of the
village elders, which would be physically
virtually impossible. In any case, the District
Planning Officer regarded it as an impossible
task for his employees simply on account
of the danger from wild animals. Moreover,
it emerged during the present research that
the boundaries pointed out by different
village elders can vary considerably.

When people have never seen the area
surrounding their homes depicted on a map
drawn to a true, or even approximately true,
scale, the impression they have in their minds
of the place where they live is naturally
derived exclusively from the evidence of
their own senses. If such a person is then
asked to draw a map, the result will reflect
this impression, although admittedly the
person must have seen a few maps in order
to even conceive of the idea of doing so, and
this will already have predisposed him in
some way to evaluate his physical observations. The map displayed on the wall of the
Ward Officein Lugoba (Fig. 88) had evidently
been drawn by the Ward Education Officer.
Thismay be deduced from the fact that the
school and teachers' houses are the only
official bulldings marked on the map, and
also in that it was drawn using a pair of
compasses, an instrument scarcely available
to anyone not invalved with the school. The
V eterinary Centre and Donkey Training
Centre ( Kituo Cha Punda), also indicated
on the map, are in fact to be found close to
the centre of Lugo b a. The map is drawn with
west at the top and north on the right, and
Lugoba is situated in the centre of an area
conceived of as symmetrical. The outlying
villages are located in more or less the right
directions in relation to Lugo ba, but the
scale diminishes outwards from Lugoba,
more rapidly towards the west than towards
the east. The overall effect bears an obvious
resemblance to the 'logarithmic maps' of

Ngvdeme
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Fig. 88. Map of Lugoba Ward,
copied by the author from that
hanging on the wall of the ward
office in Lugoba.
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Hägerstrand (1957: 73). The map contains
rectangles symbolizing the centres of the
villages, and also the roads and the village
names, but no boundaries are indicated for
the villages, i.e. the names refer to settlements and not to areas.
If one was to ask any of the local people
about the boundaries between the villages,
they would usually simply point to the elders
as the authorities who would be able to show
one where they ran. This is clear evidence
that they denote some kind of traditional
land-use right invested in a certain group
of people. Since the settlement pattern has
changed radically as a consequence of
villagization, such traditional boundaries
between villages need not be ofany relevance
any longer. Further confusion is introduced
into the situation by the fact that the inhabitants of many of the old villages were dispersed among several new ones, so that it
is now very uncertain which village the lands
belonging to the old villages should be
regarded as belonging to.
The villagization process has brought
these boundary questions to the fore because
it has meant an intensification of settlement and a shortage of agricultural land in
the more densely inhabited areas. Also,
the possession of properly defined boundaries has been laid down as one criterion
for achievi;ng the status of an ujamaa village.
The gradual changeover form shifting
cultivation to field cultivation which has
accompanied villagization has similarly
made it essential for planning purposes to
know what area of land is available for use
by the inhabitants of each village. At the same
time, the wave of migration has meant that
extensive areas have become depopulated,
leaving areas of now uninhabited land w hi ch
have frequently been assigned to the more
remote villages, themselves with only a
small population.
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compared with 6 026 in the Lugoba and Msoga
Wards combined in 1967. This implies a considerable increase in population density, from only
16 inh/km2 in 1967 to approx. 33 inh/km 2 in 1978.
It has been estimated that the shifting style of
cultivation can maintain a population density
of approx. 38 inh/km2 in the inland area around
Dar es Salaam with the whole population entirely
dependent on it for their subsistence (Allan 1965:
218). In comparison with this figure the population density in the Lugoba Ward cannot be regarded as excessive. The figure nevertheless
varies considerably from one village to another,
reaching about 58 inh/km 2 in the most densely
settled of all, Lugo ba itself. Consequently the
larger villages in particular are experiencing a
shortage of cultivable land, and it is this that
makes the question of village boundaries such
an urgent one.
The boundaries of the enumeration areas indicated on the census maps are inappropriate in
a number of places, failing entirely to conform
to those demonstrated by the people themselves
(Fig. 89). The western boundary of Mindu Tulieni
and part of the northern boundary of Diozile
follow an extremely irregular contour line, and
it is quite obvious that a human being could not
comprehend where such a boundary ran in practice. The western boundary of Makombe and
another part of that of Mind u Tulieni are draw n to
coincide with the edge of the map sheet and thus
have the character of a straight line. The village

Village boundaries: a case-study of the
Lugoba Wa·rd
In terms of the boundaries used in the 1978
census, the Lugoba Ward has a surface area of
approx. 302 km 2 • The boundaries had altered
considerably since the time of construction of
the 1967 census maps, when this ward had an
area of approx. 290 km 2 , or 388 km 2 if one includes
the Msoga Ward, which is now combined with
it. The population in 1978 was 9 897 persons,

Fig. 89. Boundaries of the enumeration areas,
narned after villages, used in the census of 1978
and the inhabited areas of the villages of the same
names.
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of Mboga is in any case drawn entirely in the
wrong place, presurnably because reference was
made to the topographical maps, on which the
Lugoba - Ubenazomozi road is still marked as
the main road. Since Mboga was known to be
located on a main road, it was erroneously marked
on this one, whereas it is actually located beside
the new road from Lugoba to Chalinze. Thus
poor map-reading ability tagether with the use
of outdated maps has led to obvious errors in
the placement of villages. A further obvious error
lies in the fact that the village of Mindu Tulieni
is depicted as being extremely small and appears
to have the majority of its centre, including its
school, lying beyond the village boundary. This
is almost certainly the outcome of tribal rivalries.
Discussions with the villagers yield different
results regarding the boundaries from those
obtained from the census maps (Fig. go), and
results which depict clearly the competing claims
of the Parakuyo Maasai and Kwere populations.
On the other hand, it seems that the villages of
Mboga and Msoga have reached an agreement
regarding their boundaries, even though it does
mean that some of the people of Mboga find
themselves designated as living in Msoga. N o
discussions had even been started during the
time when this work was carried out, however,
concerning the territorial disputes between Mindu
Tulieni and the villages of Makombe, Lugoba and
Diozile.

Fig. go. Approximate village boundaries drawn
from information provided by the inhabitants.
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Journeys between the villages: a case-study
from Mboga
The distances of the villages from the ward
centres vary from about 3 km to over 20 km,
with a mean value of just over 10 km. The
one exception is Kikaro, which has formally
merged with its ward centre, Miono. The
longest mean distance is found in Kibindu
Ward, over 22 km, and the shortest, only just
over 4 km in the wards ofKiromo and Yombo
near the coast (Table 12). Mwambao Ward,
which comprises the town of Bagamoyo and
the villages which have become fused with
it, has been excluded from these statistics.
The above distances are measured between
the centres ofthevillages concerned, whereas
in practice, especially along the main roads,
their inhabited areas may come very close
to one another.
Table 12. Mean distance of outlying villages from
ward centres, by ward.
Ward

Mean distance of villages
from ward centre

Chalinze
Kerege
Kibindu
Kiromo
Kiwangwa
Lugoba
Mbwewe
Mi o no
Mkange
Msata
Tårawanda
Ubenazomozi
Vigwaza
Yombo

8 km
g >>
22 >>

Mean value

10 km

4
11

8
13
g
17
g
8
g
g
4

>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>

With regular bus services confined to the
main roads, the principalmeans of travelling
between the villages is on foot. Bicycles have
increased in popularity greatly in recent
years, but they are still too expensive for
most people, and women do not use them
at all.
In order to determine the extent of travelling between the villages, an enquiry was
carried out amongst 134 inhabitants of
Mboga. This village was ehosen for two
reasons. Firstly, it is located beside a main
road, so that the inhabitants have the full
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r ange of means of transport at their disposal,
and secondly, cooperation with the village
officials, so essential for a purpose such as
this, had been developed to such a level in
this case that their help could be enlisted
in the enquiry, and there were thus hopes
that the results would provide something
like a correct picture of the situation. The
results of the interviews with the men and
women were examined separately, since
their social roles are clearly different and
this could be expected to influence their
travelling between the villages. The subjects
were asked how frequently they went to
Lugoba and Chalinze, what were the purposes of their last visits to these places, and
by what means they usually traveHed there.
The journey from Mboga to Lugoba is 7 km
and that to Chalinze 12.5 km.
The results show ed that 8 % of the women
interviewed never go to Lugo b a, whereas
all the men claimed to do so (Table 13). 33 %
of the women and 15 % of the men stated
that they never go to Chalinze. In general,
therefore, it seems that the men travel more
beyond the bounds of their own village than
do the women. More than a half of the men
and samewhat under a half of the women
indicated that they went to Lugoba and
Chalinze once a week. Only a few women
admitted to doing these journeys more often
than this. 31 % of the w omen visited Lugo b a
once a month and 24% visited Chalinze that
often. There were even some of the men who
said that they went to L,ugoba as many as
4 times a week.
The most common reason given for the
women visiting Lugoba was to go to the
hospital there, while the men most often

went to do their shopping (Table 14). Both
the men and the women said that they went
there on business, which usually means
going to the market to sell their produce and
buy goods that they need. Such journeys
usually take place once a week, on market
days. The greatest differences between the
journeys undertaken by the men and the
women in terms of purpose cancerned the
categories of shopping and visiting the
hospital, the women reporting very few
shopping visits, only 4 %, but a large number
of hospital visits, 38 %, while for the men
the situation was the reverse, 33 % shopping
and 4 % hospital journeys. Since it is obviously the case that most journeys serve a
m1mber of purposes at the same time, the
replies presurnably also reflect the order
of priority attached to these by the respondents.

Table 14. Principal reasons for journeys undertaken by the people of Mboga to Lugoba.
Purpose of journey

Women
%

Men
%

Business
Shopping
Hospital visit
Pleasure
Study
Some other reason

25
4
38
27
4
2

30
33
4
26
2
5

100

100

Total

The results on the frequency of journeys
between the villages are broadly similar to
those obtained by Funnen (1978: 94) in U ganda, although the people of Mboga travelied
samewhat more, presurnably on account
Table 13. Frequency of journeys undertaken by
of the better connections. Any comparison
the people ofMboga to theirneighbouring villages.
of the results, however, would have to take
into account the time of the year when the
Lugoba
Chalinze
enquiry
was made and what stage the crops
Frequency
Women Men
Women Men
%
%
%
%
had reached by then. The Mboga results
from June 1979 refer to the end of the rainy
4 times a week
4
season, when some produce, e.g. vegetables
3
5
l
Twice a week
6
6
2
4 and many fruits, are ready to harvest. This
Once a week
43
65
33
54 will inevitably have been reflected in the
Once a month
31
14
24
19 number ofjourneys undertaken 'on business'.
Less often
12
6
8
7
Never;
8
33
15 puring the dry season the people have few
things to sell, and consequently also have
Total
100 little money, and so they tend to remain at
100
100
100
))

l

''

))
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home. A knowledge of the local rhythm of
farming is an essential when interJ?reting
data on the mobility of the rural population
in Africa.
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Services in the Bagamoyo District

GeneraL aspects of reta iL trad i ng

Attempts are being made in Tanzania to
convert
all retail trading to the cooperative
As far as the means of travelling are conprinciple,
for which purpose it is the intencerned, about a half of the respondents
tion
that
each
village should set up a caindicated that they would travel by bus
operative
store
(Fig.
91), which would enable
whenever possible and otherwise on foot
the
profit
from
retail
trading to revert to the
(Table 15), the reasons for the latter being
village
itself.
The
wholesale
trade was nathat one cannot go by bus just when one
tionalized
in
the
late
1960's,
and the area
wants to, that money is short, or that the
studied
here
possesses
a
state
wholesale
buses are often full. Altogether 45 o/o of the
depot
at
Chalinze.
Produce
from
32
villages
women and 33 o/o of the men claimed that
was
purchased
by
the
state
wholesale
agents
they always went to Lugoba by bus, and
for
agricultural
products
in
1976,
even
though
this was practically the only means mentioned in the case of Chalinze. The rnen this meant that the inhabitants of the less
traveHed on foot more often than the women accessible villages had to carry. their wares
to the collection point. The agent for the
and also used bicycles to some extent.
purchase of the goods is normany the village
secretary, for which the village receives a
proportion of the price in the form of commission, even though this means, in effect,
Table 15. Means of travel used by the people of that the larger villages benefit from the sale
Mboga on their journeys.
of good from the smaller, more remote
villages. Thevillages then have accounts with
To Lugoba
To Chalinze
Women Men the wholesale organizations, from which
Women Men
Means of travel
they can also be granted advances, e.g. for
o/o
o/o
o/o
o/o
the purchase of fertilizers. The wholesalers
On foot
4
lO
normany inform the villages of each season's
By bieyele
l
5
prices in advance, and the villages then have
2
51
By ear or on foot
50
3
the
opportunity to conclude cultivation
By ear
45
97
33
97
By ear or bieyele
2
agreements with them.
Total

100

100

100

100

The information given by Funnen concerning Uganda (Funnen 1978: 97) differs
from the above to some extent, the use of
bicycles being more widespread there, so
that it is the most common form of travel
of all for medium distances. On the other
hand, the people also seem to go about on
foot equally ås often as by bus. His report
nevertheless does not state precisely what
the alternatives open to the people are. Similarly, since the use of bicycles is so frequent,
his results must apply largely to travel by
men, since women do not use bicycles in
Uganda, either. This is also supported by the
fact that over short distances, where the
proportion of women travelling is presurnably higher, the relative use of bicycles
decreases.

Fig. 91. The eooperative store at Mboga (June
1979).
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Retail trading nevertheless continues for
the most part to be in the hands of private
shopkeepers. There will normally be at least
one retail shop in a ward centre, and shops
also exist in the villages located on the main
roads, e.g. Msolwa and Ruvu Darajani, and
in old centres such as Mandera and Sadaani.
In any case, every village will usually have
some inhabitant who indulges in retail trading of some description, and salt at least,
and frequently also beans, can be bought
in practically every village. There is no prospect of such undertakings developing into
true retail trading, however, since licences
are no longer granted for private retail shops.
On the other hand, the setting up of a caoperative store requires such a high level
of organization that this is indeed a difficult
step to accomplish, even though actvisers
on cooperative trading do exist at the divisional level. The faunding of such a store
requires the accumulation of the statutory
initial capital, 5000 shillings, the building
of the shop itself, the establishment of a
bookkeeping system, the engaging oflabour,
etc., all of which means a far more camplex
task than that invalved in starting a private
shop. Since retail trading in colonial times
was in the hands of Indians and Arabs, many
of the shopkeepers nowadays are still Arabs.
The most important commodities sold in
the retail shops are sugar, tea, matches,
kerosene, so ap and cloth, with biscuits, yeast,
squash, sweets, crockery, clothes and aspirins usually available, and sometimes also
wheat flour.
The items stocked in the shops are produced outside the area itself, just as the
produce sold to the wholesalers is transported elsewhere for sale. Thus the margin
between the price paid to the producer and
that demanded from the customer can become extremely large, perhaps as much as
100 % (Mlambiti 1977: 79). The exchange
of goods within the local area is the province
of the periodic village market. Market days,
which are held once a week in all the ward
centres, are very special days in the weekly
rhythm of life for the villagers, for it is then
that the people from the outlying villages
come to the centre to do their business. This
market day is Wednesday practically throughout the Bagamoyo District, with the one
exception of Lugoba, where it is Monday,
which is also the day on which the rnaternity
l.
!
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elinie is held at the health centre. A shortterm periodicity of this kind is an extremely
p owerful facto r governing the lives of the
people and the tumover of goods in the
peasant societies of the developing countries, in which people have very little money
at their disposal at any one time and goods
consequently have to be acquired in small
quantities (Good 1975: 50-51).
The traders to be found at the markets
fall into two main categories: (l) professional
dealers who acquire their wares from outside the local area and circulate from one
market to another selling them, and (2)
villagers selling their own produce. This
latter group is camposed of inhabitants of
the village itself or other nearby villages
who come to the market to sell produce that
they have grown themselves or articles which
they have made. The professional dealers
naturally try to be present at as many markets
as they can in the week, whereas the villagers
selling their own wares tend to restrict
themselves to one or at most two markets
a week.
The fact that markets are held on the same
day of the week practically throughout the
Bagamoyo District prevents the professional
dealers from operating very efficiently in
the area, i.e. the markets are intended specifically for the exchange oflocally produced
goods. In this sense the pattern differs
markedly from that in U g anda, where Good
( 1975: 53) states that the markets are of
importance precisely as a channel for the
distribution of factory-made items to the
rural population, although they do serve
a function in the Bagamoyo District in the
sale of more innovatory products, e.g. spare
parts for bicycles.
The market usually commences around
9.00-10.00 a.m., when the traders from the
nearby villages who have set out from home
in the morning begin to arrive, is at its busiest
from 10.00 to 12.00, and has come to an end
by 2.00 p.m. (Fig. 92). This allows both the
· dealers and the customers to reach home
again in time to complete their afternoon
ehores before dark.
Enquiries into the places of residence of
those selling goods atthemarkets at Lugoba
and Msata (Figs. 93, 94) showed first of all
that the Msata market attracted only about
half the number of traders that the Lugo ba
market did, presurnably mainly because the
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Fig. 92. The market place at
Msata (February 1979).

latter occurs on a different day from all the
other markets in the area, although Lugoba
is in any case a more thriving commercial
centre than Msata. It should also be noted
that since traders were coming and going
all the time, the total number attending the
market must have been at least double the
number actually included in the survey in
each case.
About 2/3 of those selling in the market
were men, including all the peripatetic salesmen dealing in factory-made articles, the
wo men coming only to sell their own produce

or artides made by themselves. Also, the
men had come from further away than the
women, who would have had more work to
take care of in the home and therefore less
time for travelling.
The market at Lugoba had attracted traders
from all points of the compass, but with the
accent on those villages located on the main
road, from which it is easier to transport
the goods. In the case of Msata over a half
of the traders were from the village itself,
although some had come from the nearby
settlements or along the Bagamoyo road
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Fig. 93. Numbers of traders at
the market place at Lugoba on
19th February 1979 at 10.00, by
sex and home village. A =
women, B = men.
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Fig. 94. Numbers of traders at
the market place at Msata on
21st February 1979 at 10.00 a.m.,
by sex and home village.

from Kiwangwa or Bagamoyo. The people
of the villages to the south of Msata prefer
to go to the market at Chalinze, and thus
this area was represented in the enquiry
only by a few people from Mazizi. Many of
the traders at the Lugoba market similarly
reported that they also attended the market
at Chalinze. The only village north of the
Wami river to be represented among the
traders at either Msata or Lugoba was Mandera, while corresponding enquiries at the
market at Miono revealed that scarcely any
traders are to be seen there from south of
the river, most being from the neighbouring
villages or from Sadaani or Tanga.
The traders arrange themselves in the
market place in groups according to the
wares they are selling, the most clearly defined group at both· Lugo b a and Msata being
those selling tobacco, who also occupy a
similar position at each place, i.e. in a ring
under a tree. Another feature is that traders
of the same sex coming from the same village
tend to form a group, having usually also
come to the market together. Other services
are avilable at the market, such as those of
a barber, cobbler, or traditional medicine
man.
Market day is a significant occasion socially
as well as commercially, for it offers an opportunity for people from a number of
villages to meet tagether regularly and exchange gossip. It is thus of great importance for the dissemination of information

and news. Economically, it is of especial
significance to the people from the outlying
villages, enabling them to sell their products
in the main centres, where the inhabitants
have greater purchasing power. This in tum
is due to the fact that there are more apportunities for obtaining a regular income and
also a certain inflow of money from outside
on account of external employment and
the through traffic. On the other hand, the
markets are not visited by buyers from the
major centres outside the local area who
might resell the goods on a wider scale
elsewhere. In fact, such dealings are officially
discouraged in Tanzania, where marketing
beyond the local area is regarded as the
prerogative of the government-owned wholesale companies.
Since dealers in the ward centres are
responsible for marketing goods from outside the area itself among the people of the
outlying villages, the profit from these undertakings remains in the centres (Fig. 95),
unless the middle-man is an itinerant dealer
from some other area, when the profit will
go outside the area altogether. Correspondingly, the people of the outlying villages
sell their products mainly to the inhabitants
of the centres, although some exchange of
goods also takes place with other peripheral
villages, and thereby obtain an income from
the centres with which to finance their purchases from there. Both the centres and the
outlying villages sen· produce outside the
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area itself, the latter also selling some of
their products through the medium of dealers
in the centres, in which case the centres
receive income on account of goods produced
in the outlying areas. Thus it would seem
that the centres exploit their periphery
economically to some extent, although they
are also partly dependent on the goods produced in this periphery.
The outlying villages gain an income by
selling their primary products to the central
villages and wholesalers, while the centres
o btain theirs both by selling their primary
products and also by offering services for
the drivers and passengers of vehicles which
stop there and by distributing goods to the
people of the outlying villages. The centres
also gain income through the salaries earned
by the various officials and administrative
workers employed there.
Money circulates in the villages largely
through the buying and selling of goods and
services (Fig. 96), including the fees charged
by such people as barbers, co bblers, dressmakers, the traditional medicine men and
those who supply firewood and water, etc.
Other factors in the economy include in come
from the making of necessary utensils and
vessels, shopkeepers' profits, and wages for
work done, e.g.in building etc.
Money leaks out of the system principally
through the purchase of commodities produced outside the area, the amounts cancerned having increased markedly in recent
years with the buying of modern building

8

VILLAGE. _

m·aterials. The money spent on transport
is similarly lost from the village, and this
sum has al so increased recently, since mo re
of the population now have access to the
main traffic routes. Money also goes on
school fees and the taxes paid by campanies
and private individuals, and also by virtue
of the fact that most of the officials and
administrative staff living in the villages
originate from elsewhere and invest part
of their salaries in their ho me districts. This
must by offset, however, by similar incomes
coming in to this area from people who have
left to work elsewhere, although educational
standards in this area are so pooJ: that the
number of local people working as officials
elsewhere is small. Thus the most forward
parts of the country profit most from the
custom of investing one's money in one's
old home district. On the other hand, with
a large number of people from this area at
work in Dar es Salaam, a certain amount
of money is received through these people
visiting their homes or prpviding financial
help for members of their families.

HeaLth services in the Bagamoyo District
The bringing ofbasic health services within
the reach of everyone was one of the principal developmental aims in Tanzania in
the 1970's, and provisions were made in the
budget of 1979-80 for every registered
village to have its own health worker (Daily
News, l. 7. 1979). This would mean in practice
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Fig. 95. Flow of goods between the centres of an
area and means of conveyance.
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by these, however, nor is the area east of
the Ruvu river, since these localities have
good connections with the hospitals at
Kibaha and Bagamoyo. These mobile elinies
are intended primarily as 'MCH' (Mother
and Child Health) elinics.
Altogether something over a half of all the
villages are without a elinie of any kind, and
when one remembers that the mobile elinies
tend to be irregular in their visits, it must
be admitted that the standard of health care
is relatively poor. It should also be borne in
mind that journeys other than along the
main roads normally have to be undertaken
on foot, so that it is frequently physically
quite impossible for a sick person to bring
himself within reach of any form of treatment.
Apart from the extreme irregularity of
the visits by the mobile clinics, a further
health care difficulty lies in the eonstant
shortage ofmedicines. The private elinies are
better off in this respect than the state institutions, as they can order medicines directly
from the w halesalers in Dar es Salaam, where

that one of the villagers would be sent on
a short course and supplied with a case of
medicines samewhat resembling a first-aid
kit. This person would then be available to
look after a population of some 250-300
families. The aim is also that a elinie should
be set up in the main village of each ward
and a health centre for every 50 000 people.
Each district should have its own hospital.
Although the Bagamoyo District has its
hospital at Bagamoyo, the majority of the
district has easier access to the Kisarawe
District hospital at Kibaha, on the road to
Dar es Salaam. There is also a health centre
at Lugoba, and another, at Miono, was under
construction when this research was carried
out. All the ward centres except for two have
a elinie (Fig. 97). Most of these are owned
by the government, and a few by the Roman
Catholic church.
In addition to the permanent establishments, there are also mobile elinies which
visit practically all the villages accessible
by road once a month. The villages on the
main road east of Chalinze are not served
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they are usually available. The shortage is
thus a matter of poor distribution rather
than any lack of medicines in the country
as a whole, although it may well bethat were
the distribution facilities better supplies
might actually prove to be inadequate.
The above remarks, of course, concern
only what is known as 'modern health care'.
The services of traditional medicine are
available everywhere and are made use of
more frequently than the modern facilities
even in those places where the latter are at
hand. The treatment provided by the traditional medicine men is of very much more
relevance to the lives of the local inhabitants
than is modern-style treatment, and every
village will have a number of such practitioners from whom the people can obtain
help for their illnesses and other problems.
In summary, it may be claimed that the
framework has now been created for a health
care system that covers the area fairly well,
but this system does not yet function in the
way that it was planned to do. This is due
to the general poor integration and deficient
infrastructure in the area.

Development of education services
The decision was taken in 1974 that universal primary education should be a reality
in Tanzania by 1977, and to these ends every
village in the land was obliged to set up a
primary school. It is for this reason that
possession of a school can no longer be used
as an indicator of the relative levels of services in the villages.
The information available on the situation
prior to the nationalization of education in
1970 is relatively inconsistent campared with
that concerning the later development of
the school system. The map of the Bagamoyo
District from 1958, revised in 1966, makes
mention of only 17 schools outside the town
of Bagamoyo itself, although the district
office sets the figure for 1966 as high as 29.
It is more than probable that the figure of
17 schools thus refers to the situation in 1958,
since there are many other details, e.g. roads,
that remained uncorrected when the map
was reprinted. Just prior to nationalization,
in 1969, the area is known to have had 43
schools, and by 1972, the next year for which
information is available, the number was 47.
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An increase to 85 schools had taken place
by 1977.
Before nationalization the majority of the
schools belonged to one of three organizations. They could either have come under
the Local Education Authority (LEA), belonged to the Roman Catholic church (TEC =
Tanzania Episcopal Council), or been managed by the Tanzania Parents Association
(TAP A). There w er e just a few schools that
did not come into one of these categories,
such as those maintained by private muslim
organizations, e.g. the Aga Khan school in
Bagamoyo.
The LEA schools were the most common
kind east of the Ruvu river and in the north
of the area, while the TEC schools were
located in a fairly concentrated area in the
centre and south (Fig. 98). Although the
Bagamoyo District is very strongly Mohammedan, the Roman Catholic church has
played a major part in the organization of
education in the area. All the schools were
naturally open to children of all religions,
but the Christians have always been more
eager to attend school than either the Mohammedans or the adherents to the indigenous
religions.
Alongside the actual school system, all
the Mohammedan areas also had, and still
have today, their customary Koran schools,
which are attended by a large proportion of
the boys. The instruction at these consists
mostly of learning to read the Koran, so that
it cannot be said to earrespond with the
teaching provided within the school system,
but is more on a par with the Christian
Sunday schools or catechismal schools. In
parallel with all these forms of schooling, of
course, there exist the traditional systems of
training and instruction for boys and firls,
to gether with their appropriate initiation rites.
Although the numbers of schools have
increased greatly, the numbers of those
attending school have risen even more
rapidly, so that the schools are now l arg er
in size on average (Figs. 99, 100). This growth
has naturally been most pronounced to date
in the lower forms, but will spread to the
whole school in the near future, since compulsory school attendance covers the full
seven years of primary school (Fig. 101).
Prior to nationalization it was common for
the pupils, especially the girls, to attend just
four years of primary school. Later, however,
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the situation changed, so that the proportions of boys and girls remairred the same
throughout the school, but with the boys in

4000

studenls

Frimary Schools
l. Bagamoyo
2. Bigilo
3. Buyuni
4. Bwilingu
5. Chalinze
6. Chamakweza
7. Chambezi
8. Chamkwakwa
9. Fukayosi
10. Hondogo
11. Kaole
12. Kerege
13. Kibadagwe
14. Kibiki
15. Kibindu
16. Kidogozero
17. Kidomole
18. Kihangaiko
19. Kikaro
20. Kilemera
21. Kimange
22. Kiona
23. Kiromo
24. Kisanga
25. Kisaugara
2.6. Kiwangwa
27. Konge
28. Kwamduma
29. Kwamsanja
30. Kwang'andu
31. Kwamhombo
32. Kweikonje
33. Lubaya
34. Lugoba
35. Madesa
36. Magondomengi
37. Makombe
38. Malivundo
39. Manda Masingara
40. Mandera
41. Mapinga
42. Ma~ipwili
43. Maturi
44. Mazizi
45. Mboga
46. Mbwewe
47. Mdaula
48. Miembesaba
49. Mihuga
50. Mindukene
51. Mindu Tulieni
52. Mkange
53. Mkenge
54. Mkoko
55. Mlingotini
56. Msanga
57. Msata
58. Msigi
59. Msimbani
60. Msinune
61. Msoga
62. Msolwa
63. Mtaya
64. Mwavi
65. Mwetemo
66. Niajema
67. Pande
68. Pingo
69. Pongwe Msungura
70. Rupungwi
71. Ruvu Darajani
72. Sadanrli
73. Tarawanda
74. Tukamisasa
75. Ubena Ranch
76. Ubenazomozi
77. Wigwaza
78. Visezi
79. Yombo
80. Zinga

the majority. This can be expected to even
itself out as universal primary schooling
is implemented.
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Fig. 100. Trends in numbers of pupils, numbers
of school s and mean size of school in the Bagamoyo
District from 1966 to 1977. A = pupils/school, B =
schools, C = pupils.

Since i t is intended that all children should
attend school, it is essential that there should
be a school in every village. This goal was,
in fact, successfully reached by 1977, even to
the extent that in those villages that had
been created out of a number of old villages
new schools were set up in the remaining
parts of the new agglomeration in addition
to the one former village school. Such a
policy had two advantages: it avoided unmanageably large schools, and it kept the
children's journeys to school relatively
short. Many of the new schools only contained two lowermost forms at the time
when this survey was carried out, the older
children still being obliged to go to a school
further away, but allthese schools will grow
in time to cover the full seven forms.

79

l:!-,or the most part, all the old schools were
retained and extended in the course of the
reform. The old school buildings are usually
relatively strongly built out of concrete
blocks (Fig. 102), whereas the new ones
were frequently built, at least in part, by
the villagers themselves, in the traditional
style (Fig. 103). There are also some cases
in which the school was retained at the time
of villagization but the village centre was
moved, so that the school is now on the
fringe of the village. This has happened at
Kifuleta, Diozile, Masuguru and Makurunge,
for instance, where the school now bears
a different name from the village. The greatest
change in circumstances since nationalization may be seen in the Vigwaza W ard, which
did not have a single school in 1969. Altogether 5 schools had been set up there by
1977. Similarly primary schooling is now
available for villages such as Matipwili,
Kweikonje, Kwamsanja, Mkoko and Pongwe
Msungura, all of which have very poor road
connections with the outside world.
Universal primary schooling has been
achieved in this area at least insofar as all
the children have now enrolled for school.
Failure to comply with this regulation is
punishable by a fine of 200-500 shillings.
The local teachers nevertheless point out that
some children are still rather irregular in their
actual attendance at school, this problem
being greatest among the Parakuyo Maasai,
where the school-age boys are traditionally
employed in tending the animals, and there-.
fore have no time to go to school, and un-
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Fig. 101. Numbers ofpupils by sex and standard from 1968 to 1977.
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and the population had gradually drifted
outwards in their wake (Fig. 104). This migration had tended to follow the ridges in the
terrain, the habitations being connected
one with another by footpaths.
Certain more or less futile attempts were
made during colonial times to move the
population into larger villages, but the trend
towards greater dispersål was only really
reversed after independence, when the
population began to move towards the main
communication routes. This did not in itself
mean a concentration in larger villages,
Fig. 102. The school at Madesa, with old bulldings however, bu t rather a continuation of the
constructed of concrete blocks. The head teacher dispersal process near these roads.
is seen in the foreground (March 1979).
Villagization as such brought with it a
continuation and intensification of the drift
towards the main routes, and at the same
time a concentration of the population in
married girls are not allowed out of their large villages. Accessibilit.y came to be the
homes uniess accompanied by older women.
most important criterion for the location
of an ujamaa village in practice, and thus
it was mainly those old villages which lay
on the major routes which were ordered to be
Conclusions
retained and developed into ujamaa villages.
Where settlement had spread along the ridges
in
the land in earlier times, it now spread
Effects of villagization on the distribution,
outwards
from the villages along the roads.
location and spatial organization of
With the majority of the population having
settlement
lived in large villages in pre-colonial times
Before villagization the majority of the but in small settlements during the colonial
population of the area studied here lived in period and the first ten years or so of indesmall communities, a scattered pattern of pendence (Fig. l 05), villagization meant a
settlement which had arisen during the partial return to the earlier pattern of settlecolonial period, when conditions were more ment. This measure went much further as
peacefulthan previously. As the soil became far as concentration of the population was
exhausted in the area around the village, concerned, however, since the present
the fields had been moved further away, villages are much greater in size. In the

Fig. 103. The school at Mboga.
This school has expanded rapidly and the villagers have provided it with new buildings
constructed in the traditional
style. The village secretary is
standing by the wall of the
school (August 1978).
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Fig. 104. Changes in the pattern of settlement from
pre-colonial times to the situation after villagization.

northern part of the research area, where
the scattered pattern of settlement had never
really emerged, the change was mainly one
from the old style of village settlement to the
new style.
The villagization process led to the formation of mor e villages than had been projected
at the outset, for two main reasons: the resistance to movement shown by the population, and the desire on the part of the officials
to get the measures implemented without
compulsion. Many of these unplanned villages grew up beside the main roads and
within only a short distance of other large
villages. In many cases these have now grown
until they have almost fused with the main
villages, whose growth they have correspondingly served to red u c e. For similar
reasons, the villages have come to differ
markedly in form, including some multinucleated villages, where two or three original settlements were permitted to register as
a single entity, or multipartite village s, where
the inhabitants simply wished to remain as
far away from the centre as possible. The
traditional administrative pattern has led to
the development of twin villages in one locality, while in other cases the economic
structure, the pursuit of cattle rearing, has
made it impossible for the people to concen6

trate themselves into a village, so that they
tend to have spread out into the areas between other villages.
The traditional settlements had been tightly
organized into circular, cluster or lane villages of varying sizes, usually surrounded on
the outside by forest, although the circular
villages were frequently edged by fields,
especially in the area affected by the tse-tse
fly. The scattered settlements that succeeded
these followed much the same patterns, except that they were mor e ofter surround ed by
fields. A further important feature was that
the traditional dwellings enjoyed almost uninterrupted visual and audial contact one with
another and were usually located only a few
metres apart. The planning provided for the
new villages has changed this interna! structure entirely. At the same time as increasing
in size, the villages have also become internally more spacious, with each house in the
areas built during the villagization project
itself being situated on its own plot of size
0.4 ha. The straight row and the right-angle
have become the characteristic features of
post-villagization settlements (Fig. 106). This
may be seen both in the grouping of the
dwellings and in the internal road networks
in the villages.
Villagization also meant a changeover from
semi-permanent to permanent settlement,
one effect ofwhich has been an improvement
in building standards. The acquisition of
modern building materials has been facilitated by the concentration of settlement close
to the main roads, and the general improve-
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Fig. 106. Changes in the intemal structure of the
villages brought about by villagization.

All the new characteristics introduced into
the villages have the effect of is olating neighbouring dwellings from each other, and thus
the new villages' plans may be said to have
detracted from the old custom of living in
tight-knit groups and with close contacts between neighbours. This tradition is nevertheless so strongthat obvious groupings can
be distinguished in the villages according to
family, tribe and former place of residence,
with no conscious attempt having been made
to suppress such features. In many cases the
official internal division of the villages into
'ten-house cells' has even served to reinforce
this grouping based on traditional contacts.
The concentration of settlement and the
use of modern building materials has meant
that the habitations are far more conspicuous
in the landscape than they used to be, and
the fields, which have become more extensive around the major villages, have also
begun to stand out more from their environment. This is chiefly because they are cleared
more thoroughly now that they are intended
to be permanent. With both settlement and
cultivation established in one place, much
more of a cultural landscape has begun to
emerge.

Determination of the form of the villages

The general reluctance of the people to
ment in communications has naturally pro- move into villages was seen to be reflected
moted the spread of innovations. Thus the in the protraction of these villages in the
traditional elongated model of dwelling directions ofin-migration, since the migrants
house has been rapidly replaced by a type tried to establish themselves beside the roads
with a square ground plan imported from the leading outwards to their former homes (Fig.
coastal area. The use .of cement and corru- 22), or else beside the main roads. The roads
gated iron in house-building has similarly were evidently felt to be sufficiently powerful
increased. One consequence of the change in unifying factors within the villages that
style of building is that each dwelling now settlement was permitted to extend further
has its own yard, whereas traditionally the out from the centre in these directions. The
yards around the houses have been common consequence of this trend has been the
to all. The increased distance between the creation of multipartite and stellate villages.
houses has in any case made it difficult for At the same time the traditional preference
the surrounding land to be used in common. for topographically higher lands has also
In the old villages it was not the custom to been tetained. Thus the directions in which
cultivate the land between the houses, and the villages have expanded are explicable
thus the inhabitants has an uninterrupted largely in terms of the directions of in-migraview from one house to another. Nowadays tion, but with the local topography regulating
each house has some plants growing on the the details of the form of the villages.
The factors invalved in determining the
rest of the plot around i t, and this serves to
form of a given village are depicted in Fig.
reduce contacts between neighbours.
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Changes· in the interna! structure
of the villages

Fig. 107. Determination of the shape of a village.
For explanation, cf. test.

107. Level A denotes the influence of the
direction of in-migration and level B the additional effect of topography upon the form
of the village. Resistance on the part of migrants from directions a, b, c and d eauses
the village to stretch in these directions, so
that the forces governing the extension of
the village may be sa-id to originate outside
the village itself. settlement is then affected
by the factor e, motivated by ecological considerations, which raises its location above
the lowest topographical level suitable for
habitation, level B. The lines m and n represent cross-seetians of the terrain in terms
of relative altitude, settlement then being
seen to be Concentrated in the areas lying
above the level B. In this way the village may
become dispersed into a number of parts,
with the intervening land being cleared for
fields, which thus come to occupy their
traditional low-lying topographical location.
Even though the relative altitudes cancerned
in this region are not very great, they are still
shown to be instrumental in determining the
location of settlement.

Many of the new er building s in the villages
are as yet temporary in nature, since the inhabitants hope to build better houses for
themselves in the near future. As they cannot
pull down their old houses until their new
ones are ready to live in, substantial changes
can be expected to take place in the grouping
of houses within the villages in the coming
years. This would enable the houses to be
built closer together. Diagram A in Fig. 108
depicts the original organization of houses in
their plats as allowed for under the new village plans, and diagrams B and C then project
possible alternatives, in which the houses
themselves would form groups of 2 or 4 the
latter being that which would earrespond
best with the traditional form of settlement,
especially if the houses were of the Kwere
type, when they would easily gain a common
yard. More recent building trends, however,
seem to favour the 'Swahili' type of house,
which does not provide for the traditional
communal style of living.
The maintenance of contacts between the
houses has led to the spontaneous emergence
of a network of footpaths uniting the yards
of the houses. These paths, which account
for a considerable proportion of the area of
the housing plats, divide the village on a
triaugular pattern. The origins of this network lie not only in the need for contacts
between neighbours, but also in fear, since
people going about legitimate business
would be expected to show themselves at
the houses they pass on the way, while
anyone consciously avoiding the houses may
be practising some form of mischief.
The villages are thus subject to forces acting towards the preservation of the traditional style of living and forces favouring
change, the latter being those derived from
outside the society itself, e.g. the grid-pattern village plan, and matters of fashion or
status, e.g. the 'Swahili' type of house. The
factors favouring the preservation of the
traditional lifestyle may correspondingly be
categorized as social aspects, e.g. communality, or emotional ones, e.g. fear.
Since the new villages were almost always
founded at the same sites as the old ones,
they automatically inherited a certain measure of internal spatial differentiation. Thus
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Local administration following
villagization

A

The villagization process has established
the village as the basic administrative unit
in the Tanzarrian countryside, a unit with a
definable population, but whose spatial
boundaries it has not yet been possible to
specify exactly. Meanwhile the central
government is represented in the rural areas
through the officials appointed to the wards
B
and divisions, apattern which is likely to be
\ : ,' \ : l\ ·: / \ : l \
l
l \
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in the near future with the elim,,, '•,'\fl 't'\:/,,,
ination of the division level.
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places.
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Fig. 108. Opportunities for the grouping ofhouses the centre. The wards are naturally responoffered within a grid-pattern village plan. Solid sible to the district authorities in Bagamoyo
line = plot boundary, broken line = path, black in administrative matters, although ties with
square = house.
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trade, for instance.
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Changes in the lives of the inhabitants

l

the shops, bars, clinic, market place, administrative buildings, etc. were already located in
the village centre, and the first building to
be added to these was normally the CCM
party office, which in some cases remairred
the only addition during the period studied
here. The school is another institution
present in all the villages, although it is
frequently located slightly out of the centre.

Changes in society bring a continuous
stream of innovations into the lives of its
people, and these in turn lead to changes at
the personal level. At the same time, old
concepts and objects become obsolete, a
process to which Carlstein (1978: 160) applies
the expression "exnovation". Even so, when
we look at people's lives in the short and
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medium term, we also perceive factors their position as the principal building mawhich remain unaltered by time. Fig. 109 terials, although the use of cement and corgroups the elements affecting the sphere rugated iron are strengthening trends. The
oflife ofthe rural population of Tanzania into availability of water remains the major daily
weakening, permanent and strengthening concern of most of the inhabitants, and
categories. The 'sphere of life' refers here to although the adoption of village plans on a
all those things and places with which people grid pattern has moved the houses much
further apart, the custom of maintaining
come into contact in their daily lives.
Exaroples of weakening features include close contacts between neighbours persists,
individual, isolated habitations or small as does the tendency for people to settie in
villages, and the traditional close-knit style family groups within the villages.
The traditional forms of bringing up chilof building these, which have given way to
the strengthening trend towards large villages dren, traditional medicine and the old rituals
and straight rows of houses. The thatched are all so strongly ingrained in the way of life
roof is rapidly giving way to the corrugated that they will not be weakened, at least at
iron roof, and the indiqenous designs of the outset, by reforms of the kind described
house are similarly being replaced by the here. The place set aside for sacrifices still
'Swahili' style. The seasonal huts built beside has an important role in people's lives, and
the cultivated fields are disappearing as the the status of other religious places such as
shifting style of cultivation dies out and mosques and churches has remained unpermanent fields become the norm, and for changed. At the same time, new factors have
the same reasons settlement has become entered the scene, or have become emphamore permanent and migration can be ex- sized more strongly than before, factors such
as schools, adult education, health centres,
pected to decline.
The features that appear to have been village assemblies, political activities and
preserved include the location of the settle- efforts towards the development of the
ments on the higher ground and the fields Tanzanian nation. All in all, i t may justifiably
lower down. Similarly wood and clay from be claimed that people's lives have become
the immediate surroundings have retained fuller as a result of the reforms, since new

PERMANENT

flelda tllled by hoelng,
settiement on high ground,
flelds on lower ground, collection
of flrewood, water avellability problems,
bullding with wood and clay, church, mosque,
place set aside for sacrifices, lntiation rit e s,
tradltional upbrlnging, tradltional medicine,
contact between neighbours,
family

field cultivatlon,
permanent settlement,
grld-pattern village plan,
straight Iine, large viilages,
"Swahili' house, corrugated
iron roof, u se of cement,
schoois, aduit educatlon,
cooperative working,
health centre,
party headquarters,
village assembly,
national vlewpoint

Fig. 109. Weakening, permanent and strengthening elements in the sphere of life of
rural inhabitants of Tanzania.

shtfting cultlvatlon,
seasonal settlement,
semi-permanent settlenent,
scattered settlement,
small vlilages,
clustered village plan,
tradltlonal house ,
thatched roof,
assembly of village
elders
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elements have been gained at a faster rate
than old modes have declined or fallen out
of use ..
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MUHTASARI (SUMMARY IN SWAHILI)

Mabadiliko ya makazi katika
Wilaya ya Bagamoyo Tanzania
kwa ajili ya kuhamia vijijini
Mwaka 1973, Tanzania iliamua kuweka
wananchi katika vijiji vya Ujamaa hadi
kufikia mwisho wa mwaka 1976 ili kuharakisha maendeleo ya nchi. Shuguli hizo za
vijiji ziliwaweka wananchi kwenye vijiji
·zaidi ya 8000 zisivyopungua jamii 250 kila
moja. lVIajaribio ya kuwahamisha na kuwaweka watu katika makao makubwa yalifanywa
hapo awali na wakoloni na pia imekuwa ni
nia ya serikali tangu wakati wa uhuruna hasa
baada ya Azimio la Arusha mwaka 1967.
Maendeleo hafifu ya kuhamia vijijini parnoja
na matatizo ya kiuchumi ndiyo yaliyofanya
shuguli za kuwahamisha watu vijijini zianza
kutekelezwa nchini mwaka 1973.
Katika wilaya ya Bagamoyo, vijiji 49 vilipangwa lakini hatimaye vijiji 69 viliundwa.
Hii ilikuwa kwa ajili ya maafikiano kati ya
viongozi katika kutekeleza mpango huo na
wananchi wengine kutokubali kuhama.
Katika wilaya ya Bagamoyo, wananchi walikuwa wameanza kuhamia kando kando za
barabara kuu kabla ya mipango ya vijiji.
Wakati ule hali ya kawaida ya ulimaji wa
kuhama hama ilikuwa inatoka nyikani kuelekea kando kando za barabara kuu. lVIpanga
wa vijiji ulikamilisha mwenendo huu na
kuweka asimilia 73 ya idada ya watu kwenye
vijiji vinavyoweza kufikiwa ria magari na
asimilia 47 kwenye vijiji kand o za barabara za
lam i.
Katika mpango wa uhamiaji vijijini, watu
walikusanyika kutoka makao madogo madogo ya mbali mbali na mara nyingi umbali wa
kuhama ulikuwa maili chache ingawaje watu
wehgine wallliarnia kutoka mbali zaidi.
Katika makao mapya, watu walipendelea
kuishi na wahamiaji waliotoka sehemu moja.
Mara nyingi makabila madogo yalikusanyika
kwenye vikundi na ndugu waliishi karibu.
Wahamiaji walipendelea kujenga nyumba
katika upande ule wa kijiji walikotoka, tena
mbali iwezekanavyo na katikati ya kijiji. Na
kitendo hicho kilikifanya kijiji kipanuke
kuelekea pande zile watu walizotoka.
Katika eneo la utafiti, muundo wa makao
ya zamani ulikuwa ni vijiji vikubwa, vijiji

vidogo na nyumba zilizotapakaa. Vijiji vilikuwa vingi kando za barabara kuu na kaska-·
zini magharibi ya eneo la utafiti wanaloishi
Wazigua. Vijiji hivi vyenye kiini vilikuwa na
mwundo wa duara, msongamano au mstari.
lVIiji midogo ya nyumba mbili hadi nne ilikuwa mingi kusini wa mto Wami. Licha ya
makao ya kudumu palikuwa na vipanda
vilivyotumiwa kwa misimu kwenye mashamba ya mbali.
Katika eneo la utafiti, makao ya zamani
yalikuwa kwa wastani katika sehemu za juu
za miinuko. Mashamba yalikuwa kwenye mabonde ingawaje mashamba mengine yalifyekwa karibu na nyumba. Mahali pa makao
na mashamba kulinganana umbile la nchi
hayajabadilika kwa ajili ya uhamiaji vijijini.
Wingi wa watu katika vijiji vipya umepanuka
katika sehemu zajuu za miinuko na mabonde
yamefyekwa kwa kilimo. Kwa hiyo, umbile
la nchi limekamilisha mwundo wa kijiji kwa
kufuatana na uhamiaji ulioonyesha pande
ambazo kijiji kingepanuka.
Kwa kuwa vijiji vilijengwa kufuata
mpango wa mraba ambapo kila kipande cha
ardhi kilitarajiwa kiwe ekari moja, nyumba
zilijengwa mbali mbali kuliko hapo awali.
Hali kadhalika, eneo la kuzunguka nyumba
likilimwa, uhusiano kati ya majirani hauendelezwi kwa ukamilifu kama ilivyokuwa
hapo awali. Watu hawajazoea kutembea kwenye njia zilizo pembe mraba na kwa hiyo
mifumo ya njia zinakatisha vipande vy a ardhi
kuunda mifumo ya pembe tatu na barabara
zilizotarajiwa kwa ujumla hazitumiwi.
Kwa sababu ya kuendelezwa kwa mawasiliano kati ya vijiji, vifaa vipya vya ujenzi
vimeanza kutumika badala ya vile vya
zamani. Mabati kwa kuezekea na saruji kwa
kukandia kuta ni vitu vya kuonekana sana
katika vijiji vilivyo kando kando za barabara
lakini siyo katika vijiji vile vilivyo mbali na
barabara. Wakati ule ule, nyumba za kiswahili zinaongezeka na kwa hivyo nyumba
zile za kienyeji zinatoweka. Katika nyumba
za ki-swahili shughuli nyingi hufanyika uani
na katika zile nyumba za kienyeji shuguli
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hufanyiwa kiwanjani. K w a hiyo, tabia ya
majirani kuwa na kiwanja kimoja itatoweka.
Wakati wengine ua hujengewa ukuta, ambao
hutenganisha nyumba hata zaidi.
Mistari ya kunyooka na ile ya pembe mraba
imekuwa ikiambatana sana na mifumo ya
vijiji na kuhusiana sana na maendeleo, na
hata Wamaasai ambao zamani walijenga
nyumba kwenye uzio wa mazizi ya ng' ombe
ya mduara wameanza kuzijenga katika mistari.
·
Vijiji vipya vinaweza kuwekwa katika
mafungu tofauti ya aina nne: kijiji chenye
kiini kimoja, kinachowezwa kugawanywa
katika sehemu kadhaa; kijiji chenye viini
vingi, vijiji pacha na kijiji kilichotapakaa.
Aina ya kijiji chenye kiini kimoja, ambayo
inaonekana mara nyingi, inaundwa kama
kijiji kina sehemu moja ya kati, na hii kwa
kawaida huwa ni kijiji cha zamani. Aina ya
kijiji chenye viini vingi, huundwa wakati
zaidi ya kijiji cha zamani kimoja, vinapoomba
kuandikishwa pamoja. Katika eneo la utafiti
kuna mfano mmoja wa vijiji pacha, kinachoitwa Miono-Kikaro. Kugawanyika kwa
tawala mbili tofauti katika vijiji ni thibitisho
la nguvu za utawala wa kimila. Wamaasai
wanaishi katika vijiji vilivyotapakaa. Hii ina
rnaana kuwa rnaborna yao yanaingiliana na
sehemu za vijiji vya wakulima na waishio
katika rnaborna hayo hujifikiria kama
wanakijiji. Kwa kuwa Wamaasai wakati
mwingine huhama, mahali p a kijiji huendelea
kubadilika.
Mipaka kati ya vijiji haijafafanuliwa kikamilifu mpaka sasa. Wanakijiji walikuwa na
fikra za kimila za sehemu ya ardhi ambayo
waliweza kuitumia, lakini kwa kuwa mfumo
wa wakati wa kimila umebadilishwa kwa
haraka sana, swala la mipaka limekuwa ni
jambo gumu. ~1 Mipaka haikuwekewa alarna
kiasili au kwenye ramani na madai ya vijiji
tofauti mara nyingi huingiliana.
Mfumo w a utawala wasasa uatoa madaraka
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yaliyofafanuliwa vijijini. Uhusiano kati ya
vijiji na makao ya taarafa hasa huendelezwa
kutoka vijijini hadi makao ya taarafa, na
viongozi hutembelea vijiji vya mbali mara
chache, lakini wanavijiji hutembelea makao
ya taarafa mara kwa mara kwa wastani mara
moja kwa wiki wakati wa siku ya soko na
mara nyingine hata zaidi. Katika vijiji fedha
anazunguka kati ya wanavijiji wakati wanaponunua bidhaa na utumishi kutoka kwa
wengine, lakini mara chache hutegwa katika
biashara ili kuleta faida.
Wakati ule ule wa uhamiaji vijijini, elimu
ya msingi kwa wote ilianzishwa. Hii ina
rnaana kuwa mashule yaliongezeka mara
mbili kwa muda wa miaka mitatu. Mwishoni
mwa uhamiaji vijijini, vijiji vyote vilikuwa na
shule ya msingi, na vijiji v ile vikubwa na aina
ya vijiji vile vyenye viini, vilikuwa na zaidi
ya shule moja. Kwa ujumla, watoto wote
walihudhuria shuleni wakati wa mwisho wa
utafiti. Uhudumiaji wa afya katika wilaya
umepangwa kwa kuridhisha, lakini mpango
wenyewe hautekelezwi sawa sawa kwa sababu ya ugawaji wa madawa usio mzuri na pia
ukosefu wa uhudumiaji wa hospitali ndogo
inayoendeshwa na watumishi watumiao magari ambayo huharibika mara kwa mara.
Uvumbuzi unaingilia maisha ya wanavijiji haraka kuliko mazoea ya zamani na jadi
zinavyopotea. Hii ni kwa sababu ya nguvu ya
mila katika vijiji. Kwa sababu mambo mapya
yanaletwa katika maisha ya watu kwa hatua
ya haraka, panakuwa na wakati mchache wa
kuyaelewa na kuyatekeleza.
Uhamiaji vijijini unafanya makao .yawe ya
kudumu na kwa hivyo nyumba bora zinajengwa na ulimaji unawafanya watu wawe na
motisha zaidi kufyeka mashamba kw a uangalifu zaidi kuliko wakati wa ulimaji wa kuhama hama. Kwa hiyo, matenda ya wanadamu yanaonekana katika mandhari ya nchi
na yanaleta onyesho la mandhari ya utamaduni.
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