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WITHOUT EDUCATION, it is hard to claim one’s basic civil 
rights. Among the Mbororo (Fulani) of Cameroon, 
many of whom earn their living from semi-nomadic 
pastoralism, these rights are frequently violated. 
�is is often done by local authorities, which have a 
long tradition of dispossessing the – mostly illiterate 
– Mbororo of their cattle. Oumarou Sanda Habane, 
one of the general secretaries of mboscuda, stresses 
that even a single educated Mbororo can, by being 
aware of civil rights, protect the rest of the family 
against arbitrary treatment.

 Within mboscuda, the importance of education 
is well understood. From the organisation’s inception, 
a central objective has been increasing the rate of 
school enrolment, especially among girls. According 
to some estimates the overall rate is now between 
10 and 15 per cent. Habane remembers well the day 
when, at the age of 12, he started school in the rail-

way town of Ngaoundal.
– I was carrying a plastic  

sack containing a pencil, two 
pieces of chalk and a little  
blackboard donated by 
mboscuda. I also had my 
knife in my pocket, just in 
case. I was told earlier that 
our teacher was Mbororo. 
But when I entered the class- 
room and saw a sturdy man 
not belonging to my people, 
I started to tremble with fear.

Yet primary education  
is not the only focus of 
mboscuda: promoting edu- 
cation at all levels is considered 

the key to dealing with all kinds of challenges.  
For instance, enhanced adult literacy is crucial, as 
even modest reading and writing skills will facilitate  
everyday living and reduce the risk of being cheated. 
Many formerly illiterate Mbororo are now capable 
of writing their names, and recognising numbers 
for using telephones and understanding prescriptions.

AS TO VOCATIONAL training, acquiring professional 
skills often helps youths to stay out of trouble.

– An ever-growing number of young women  
escape arranged marriages and enter into prostitu-
tion, says Habane.

By providing dressmaking training to more  
than 300 young Mbororo women, mboscuda  
has furnished them with better prospects. Equally, 
more than 200 young Mbororo men have been 
trained as drivers, carpenters and tailors – men 
who, with low levels of education and lacking the 
means or motivation to return to pastoralism, 
might otherwise drift into alcohol, drugs and a life 
of crime.

mboscuda is also sponsoring Mbororo youth  
in secondary schools, as well as in higher education. 
Habane himself was the �rst Mbororo to pass the 
matriculation exam in Ngaoundal in 2008. Now he 
is studying economics at the University of Yaoundé 
2 with the aim of joining the approximately 100 
Cameroonian Mbororo who have so far earned  
university degrees. 

�e 20th anniversary of MBOSCUDA was celebrated 
at the Palais des Congrès, Yaoundé, on 15 December 
2012. �e association has about 30,000 members and 
representation in nine of the ten regions of the country.

Educating pastoralists 

Since 1992, MBOSCUDA, the Mbororo Social and 
Cultural Development Association of Cameroon,  
has advocated for its people. From the beginning,  
education has been its main focus.
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