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uruddin Farah was born in 1945 
in the city of Baidoa in what was 
then Italian Somaliland, and grew 

up in Kallafo under Ethiopian rule. He is a cos- 
mopolitan, a polyglot, an author between dif-
ferent worlds. Since 1979, he has been forced 
into a nomadic life in Africa, Europe and the 
US and regards himself as a citizen of the 
world. Today, his home is in Cape Town but, 
every year, he spends long periods in the 
US and Europe teaching at different universi-
ties and making literary appearances. His inte-
rest in literature came with his mother’s milk 
and was stimulated by the ethnic and linguistic 
diversity he encountered as he grew up. Somali 
is his mother tongue and, at school, he learned 
Amharic, Italian, Arabic and English. 

His academic path began at university in 
Chandrigar in India. There he wrote his debut 
novel, From a Crooked Rib, which was publis-
hed in 1970. It is the story of a young orphan 
girl struggling to create a life of her own. The 
book gained cult status because of its outspo-
kenness against traditions such as circumci-
sion and forced marriages and because it was 
written by a male feminist. The trilogy, Sweet 
and Sour Milk, Sardines and Close Sesame  
depicts tyrannical regimes in Africa. His next 
trilogy had the collective name of Blood in the 
Sun and consists of Maps, Gifts and Secrets.  

He plans to finish the current trilogy, Links 
and Knots in 2011 with Crossbones. Throughout 
his enforced exile and his many relocations, 
his lifelong literary projects continually speak 
of Somalia, “to keep my country alive by wri-
ting about it”. Farah has also written drama 
and documentary works. He has been awarded 
various literary prizes, of which the Neustadt 
Prize is the most prestigious. Several of his works 
have been translated into Swedish: Kartor 
(1987), Gåvor (1990) and Hemligheter (2000), 
Adams revben (2008). 

N


