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Statistics consist of numerical data that describes a phenomenon or an activity. 
Using statistical information, you can gain insight into society and how it is ma-
naged. Statistical data is important, both as a component in publications and as 
the basis for studies and research. Statistics describing, for example, population, 
education, occupation, salaries, prices, interest rates, exports, imports, produc-
tion, health and housing reflect a country’s social and economic conditions. 
Today, these can be accessed in both printed and electronic format, and they are 
usually classified into two groups, national and international statistics, based on 
the sources of the information.

Finding Statistics

National Statistics

National statistics means statistical data collected from national sources. This is 
information that is produced by state authorities with responsibility for statis-
tics. The central statistics agencies of individual countries are important produ-
cers. They have the task of producing official statistics and are responsible for 
coordinating the state’s production of statistics, and for making it accessible. 
Today, most African countries have statistics agencies. Other important produ-
cers of national statistics are central and commercial banks, non-governmental 
institutions, research institutes and individual researchers’ publications in scho-
larly journals. In other words, national statistics describes the activities of an 
individual nation. They are detailed and information is usually available at 
the regional level.

International Statistics

International statistics can be found through large organisations such as the 
World Bank, OECD, UN and other organisations. They produce both their 
own statistics and also publish statistics from individual countries’ central statis-
tics bodies. International statistics are not as detailed as national statistics, but 
may fulfil an important function when comparing countries.

Statistics in Printed Format and on the Internet

National and international statistics are currently produced in both printed and 
electronic format. Printed publications consist primarily of handbooks of vari-
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ous kinds, such as yearbooks, bank reports, periodicals, official publications and 
more. Statistics are also included in other publications, and, when looking for 
such information, it can therefore be useful to search in documents that not only 
report statistical data. The Nordic Africa Institute library has a large amount 
of national and international statistics in printed form, which can be searched 
via the library catalogue AfricaLit. Particular mention should be made of the 
library’s large collection of official publications from African countries contain-
ing various types of national statistics. This material is described in more detail 
in the chapter Official publications.

The growth of information technology has given us statistics in electronic 
format, which in turn offers many advantages, not least ease of access. More 
and more statistical information is now available in databases and for down-
loading via the Internet. The development has also affected the production of 
statistics, and has contributed to the fact that large amounts of data can now be 
transferred, stored and processed quickly. As a user, it is easy to tailor one’s own 
tables, maps and diagrams as statistical data can be processed together. Libraries, 
research institutes and international organisations offer – via their websites - the 
opportunity to search for references in databases or library catalogues and link 
collections with links to websites and statistical material. Databases on the In-
ternet are not always accessible to the general public, but larger libraries usually 
have access through agreements. You can, of course, choose to go directly to the 
central statistics agencies or similar bodies in individual countries to get natio-
nal statistics, or directly to the websites of international organisations. On the 
website of the Nordic Africa Institute, the library has collected links to national 
statistics sources, such as statistics agencies and central banks in the link collec-
tion A Guide to Africa on the Internet. They can be found under each country 
under the heading Links sorted by country or region. Links to other sources of 
statistics on the Internet are available under the heading Links sorted by subject. 
On its website, Statistics Sweden has a link collection that functions as a guide 
to international statistics on the Internet. The links are organised according to 
country and subject.

Free text searching using search tools on the Internet can work as a comple-
ment, as this can give hits for material that had not been considered before. All 
information gathered from the Internet, and in particular statistical informa-
tion, must be quality controlled.

Quality Control

Regardless of whether you use printed or electronic sources, quality control is 
important. When it comes to control of statistics, you should consider in par-
ticular how many intermediaries there are between the source/producer and 
the publisher of the information. The primary source is the body that gathers, 
compiles and produces statistical information. The best way is to gather the 
information direct from the source. A body that only publishes statistical data 

http://africalit.nai.uu.se/F/
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1836
http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/guidetoafrica/
http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/guidetoafrica/regions/
http://www.nai.uu.se/library/resources/guidetoafrica/subject/
http://www.scb.se/en_/Finding-statistics/International-statistics/
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collected and compiled by someone else is a secondary source. More about what 
to consider in terms of quality control in general can be found in the chapter 
Africa information on the Internet.

Official statistical information is made up of estimates, and is often based on 
representative samples; for this reason sampling errors may occur. However, in 
some cases they are based on entire population counts. The information from 
different countries or from different points in time is not always comparable 
either, due to differing definitions and measuring processes. The situation in a 
country may also be of importance as to whether it is possible to find certain 
statistical information.

Some Sources of Statistics

Handbooks

Printed publications that include statistics, such as handbooks, can currently 
be sought out in various library catalogues via the Internet, among them the 
Nordic Africa Institute library catalogue AfricaLit. Handbooks of particular in-
terest when searching for statistics are the yearbooks Africa South of Sahara and 
The Middle East and North Africa (Europa Publications). They include country 
by country summaries with statistics showing social and economic conditions. 
Other handbooks are presented below in the sections about organisations and 
the UN system.

One title that should be mentioned, even if it is published at long intervals, 
is Africa at a Glance: Facts and Figures published by the Africa Institute of South 
Africa (Pretoria) since 1968 (the latest was published 2013). It contains basic 
facts and statistics showing social, economic and political conditions, presented 
in clear tables. Due to its reliable sources the handbook is recommended, both 
for public libraries and for specialised Africa collections.

Africa: A Publication of the Corporate Council on Africa and Business Books In-
ternational (Business Books International) is a book published annually. It does 
not contain large amounts of statistics, but is a handbook worth mentioning in 
the circumstances. It lists addresses, telephone numbers, email and, if available, 
web addresses of agencies in the African countries. 

The reference work African Studies Companion Online edited by Marie-José 
Wijntjes (Brill) also gathers together sources of statistics. This publication is 
available electronically via the Nordic Africa Institute library.

The periodical EIU Country Reports, which is published on a quarterly or 
monthly basis by the Economist Intelligence Unit, presents summaries for each 
country relating to economics in particular but also to political circumstances, 
and contains up-to-date statistics. It is available online via the Nordic Africa 
Institute library. Further information about this periodical is available in the 
chapter Periodicals.

http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1833
http://nai-aleph.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F?func=file&file_name=find-b
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1834
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Organisations

International organisations and institutions both produce and publish statistics, 
and are important sources. They publish printed material in the form of annual 
reports, bulletins, newsletters and similar. This material is often also available 
on their websites in various electronic formats. Often there are special websites 
where all statistical information has been gathered together. Below is a presenta-
tion of various organisations that supply statistics relevant to Africa. All of the 
organisations are listed at the end of this chapter, together with their website 
addresses.

AFRISTAT: Observatoire Économique et Statistique d’Afrique Subsaharienne is 
an international organisation whose goal it is to strengthen the development 
of social, environmental and economic statistics in the member countries. The 
organisation supports the national central statistics agencies in their work and 
works for regional and economic integration, which in turn leads to correspon-
dence and more comparable statistical data. On AFRISTAT’s website there are 
national statistics for 19 countries, mainly Francophone Africa.

African Development Bank Group (AfDB Group) consists of African Deve-
lopment Bank (AfDB), African Development Fund (ADF) and Nigeria Trust 
Fund (NTF). It is the foremost institution in Africa working with financial 
development, the goal of which is to promote sustainable economic growth and 
reduce poverty in Africa. AfDB publishes several publications containing statis-
tical information. African Development Report, contains statistics showing eco-
nomic and social conditions. Compendium of Statistics on Bank Group Operations 
reports on various banking operations in relation to loans and the exchange rates 
of different countries. Gender, Poverty and Environmental Indicators on African 
Countries provides both comparative statistics between countries and country-
specific information about gender, environment, living conditions and poverty 
in Africa. The publication also follows up the development goals in the UN’s 
Millennium Declaration. AfDB Statistics Pocketbook summarises various econo-
mic and social data about the member countries and the ADB’s activities. Most 
of the information is gathered from the publications mentioned above. African 
Economic Outlook (AEO) is a publication jointly prepared and published by 
the African Development Bank (AfDB), the OECD Development Center, the 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). The report gives a broad overview of the economic con-
ditions on the continent. The goal is to annually review the current situation 
and short-term development in selected African countries, seen from a global 
perspective. A further development of the report is the website AfricanEconomi-
cOutlook.org, which provides comprehensive and comparable data and analysis 
in 53 African countries. 

Afrobarometer is an independent research project that measures public atti-
tudes and opinions on social, political, and economic matters in Sub-Saharan 

http://www.afristat.org/
http://www.afdb.org/en/
http://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/african-development-report/
http://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/compendium-of-statistics-on-bank-group-operations/
http://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/gender-poverty-and-environmental-indicators-on-african-countries/
http://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/gender-poverty-and-environmental-indicators-on-african-countries/
http://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/the-afdb-statistics-pocketbook/
http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/
http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/
http://www.afrobarometer.org/
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Africa. Presently, surveys are conducted in 35 African countries and are repeated 
on a regular cycle. The results are based on face-to-face and house-to-house in-
terviews of individuals and are considered reliable. Because the instrument asks 
a standard set of questions, countries can be systematically compared. Its goal is 
to increase democratisation and civic participation. 

Bank for International Settlements (BIS) is an international organisation that 
supports monetary and financial cooperation and serves as a bank for central 
banks and international organisations. On the website BIS Statistics, BIS publis-
hes statistics relating to the international banking system and financial market. 
The website makes a number of publications available for downloading, among 
them BIS quarterly review. There is also a list of central banks in the world with 
links to their respective websites, on which statistics can often be found.

Ibrahim Index of African Governance (IIAG). Established in 2007, the IIAG is 
the most comprehensive collection of quantitative data on governance in Africa. 
Compiled in partnership with experts from a number of the continent’s institu-
tions, it provides an annual assessment of governance in every African country. 
The IIAG provides a framework for citizens, governments, institutions and bu-
siness to assess the delivery of public goods and services, and policy outcomes, 
across Africa. 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) collects 
statistics about economic and social development. The statistics come from the 
member countries’ central statistics agencies. The organisation’s website has lots 
of statistical information that can be downloaded, in particular from the web-
site OECD Data Lab. On The OECD and Africa you can find more specific 
information about Africa. A particular one of these is the website AfricanEcono-
micOutlook.org, which is a further development of the annual report with the 
same name, and the database International Development Statistics (IDS). The lat-
ter covers bilateral and multilateral aid to developing countries. OECDiLibrary 
(licenced resource) is OECD’s online library, in which you can find e-books, 
e-periodicals and interactive statistics databases. Examples of such databases are 
OECD.Stat, which contains the OECD’s complete statistics, and OECD.Stat.
Extracts, containing a selection of statistical information. The publications Afri-
can Economic Outlook (AEO) and Geographical Distribution of Financial Flows 
to Aid Recipients can both be downloaded in their entirety from OECDiLibrary. 
AEO is a study focusing only on Africa, in which the countries are compared 
country by country. It illuminates African economic conditions from a global 
perspective. A pocket edition of AEO is available online. In the other publication, 
you can find information about aid and help to developing countries.

OECD and BIS, together with the World Bank and the International Mo-
netary Fund (which is presented later on in the chapter) have compiled their 
individual statistical information about foreign debts of developing countries 

http://www.bis.org/
http://www.bis.org/statistics/index.htm
http://www.bis.org/publ/qtrpdf/r_qt1312.htm
http://www.bis.org/cbanks.htm
http://www.moibrahimfoundation.org/iiag/
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/statistics/
http://www.oecd.org/document/6/0,3343,en_21571361_42295780_43694790_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/
http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/
http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/idsonline.htm
http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/
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on Joint External Debt Hub (JEDH). The database is freely available and makes 
it easy to compare countries. 

World Trade Organization (WTO) deals with the global rules of trade between 
nations. Its main function is to ensure that trade flows as smoothly, predictably 
and freely as possible. The WTO produces a wide range of publications focusing 
on various aspects of its activities and the latest developments in world trade. 
World Trade Report, is an annual publication that aims to deepen understanding 
about trends in trade, policy issues and the multilateral trading system. Another 
important publication is International Trade Statistics, which offers an annual 
overview of global trade statistics, providing detailed statistics on trade by regi-
on, merchandise trade by product and trade in commercial services by category. 
The website WTO Statistics database provides trade profiles, tariff profiles and a 
time series section on international trade. 

The UN System

The UN and its various bodies both produce and publish statistics. United Na-
tions Statistics Division (UNSD) lists on its website a number of statistical publi-
cations divided up according to subject, such as demography, energy, environ-
ment, gender, human settlement, industry, economics, social issues and trade. 
It also lists publications that are available electronically. Since 1949, the UNSD 
has published the United Nations Statistical Yearbook, which provides a long list 
of international statistics covering social and economic conditions, and also acti-
vities at national, regional and global level. It covers periods of one to ten years, 
depending on the availability of statistical data. The information is collected 
from both national and international sources, and compiled by UNSD. Other 
frequently requested publications are World Statistics Pocketbook and Monthly 
Bulletin of Statistics (MBS). The first publication gathers together comprehensive 
statistics country by country. All the African countries are represented. The se-
cond publication, MBS, reports current statistics covering social and economic 
conditions. It contains more than 50 tables of data, reported by month, quarter 
and/or year, across a number of various subjects covering important economic 
trends and developments. UNdata, is a web-based data service for the global 
user community. It provides access to major UN statistical databases and those 
of several international organisations. 34 databases and some 60 million records, 
covering economic, social, financial and development topics, are available. There 
is also a glossary of statistical terms and general country information.

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) works with regio-
nal integration and promoting international cooperation for Africa’s economic 
and social development. UNECA compiles and publishes a number of different 
publications that contain statistics, including a number of series, among them 
the Economic Report on Africa, published annually. Another important publica-
tion is the African Statistical Yearbook in which statistical data for UNECA’s 

http://www.jedh.org/jedh_dbase.html
http://www.wto.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/wtr_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/its_e.htm
http://stat.wto.org/Home/WSDBHome.aspx?Language=E
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/syb/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/pocketbook/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs/app/mbssearch2.aspx
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs/app/mbssearch2.aspx
http://data.un.org/
http://www.uneca.org/
http://www.uneca.org/publications/serie/Economic-Report-on-Africa
http://www.uneca.org/publications/serie/African-Statistical-Yearbook
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member countries is presented country by country, and also regionally. There are 
also further publications for downloading, dealing with subjects such as demo-
graphy, population, gender, agriculture and environment, including statistical 
information.

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) promotes 
the development-friendly integration of developing countries into the world 
economy and monitors the areas of trade and development, and closely rela-
ted areas, such as finance, technology, investment and sustainable development. 
UNCTAD compiles, validates and processes a wide range of statistical data col-
lected from national and international sources. UNCTADstat, is a data dissemi-
nation platform with all of UNCTAD´s online statistical databases accessible. 
The ICT Analysis Section of UNCTAD works to measure ICT in enterprises and 
the ICT sector. The Measuring ICT Website provides information on the deve-
lopment of ICT statistics and indicators worldwide, with an emphasis on sup-
porting ICT policies and the information economies in developing countries. 
Selected UNCTADstat data is also disseminated in various publications available 
in printed format, and some of these are also available as downloads. The UN-
CTAD Handbook of Statistics provides a comprehensive collection of statistical 
data relevant to the analysis of international trade, investment and development, 
for individual countries and for economic and trade groupings. The World In-
vestment Report focuses on trends in foreign direct investment (FDI) worldwide 
and at the regional and country levels, as well as emerging measures to improve 
FDI´s contribution to development. The Economic Development in Africa Report 
analyses selected aspects of Africa´s development problems and major policy is-
sues confronting African countries. Development and Globalization: Facts and Fi-
gures (2012) is a brief synopsis of data and information that offers some explana-
tions for new and emerging economic trends. It is published at longer intervals, 
but is important from a statistical point of view. Information about further pu-
blications and downloadable documents can be found on UNCTAD’s website.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) works to re-
duce famine and malnutrition, and to improve food standards. The organisation 
also helps its member countries with sustainable development within the agri-
cultural sector. FAOSTAT, the FAO statistical database, is a multilingual databa-
se that contains more than one million statistical series from 1961 and onwards, 
and covers 245 countries and territories and 35 regional areas with statistics on 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries, land and water resources and use, climate, 
environment, population, gender, nutrition, poverty, rural development, educa-
tion, health and more. CountrySTAT is focused on a small number of countries, 
several of which are African. 

As regards printed publications, FAO publishes a large number of titles every 
year containing statistical information, such as yearbooks, all with the title FAO 
Yearbook. FAO Statistical Yearbook is available for download on the website. 

http://unctad.org/en/Pages/Home.aspx
http://unctadstat.unctad.org/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?sCS_referer=&sCS_ChosenLang=en
http://new.unctad.org/default____575.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/Publications/Handbook-of-Statistics.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/Publications/Handbook-of-Statistics.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/pages/DIAE/World%20Investment%20Report/WIR-Series.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/pages/DIAE/World%20Investment%20Report/WIR-Series.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/ALDC/Development%20of%20Africa/Economic-Development-of-Africa-Series.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/pages/PublicationWebflyer.aspx?publicationid=534
http://unctad.org/en/pages/PublicationWebflyer.aspx?publicationid=534
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://faostat3.fao.org/faostat-gateway/go/to/home/E
http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/countrystat/en/
http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-publications/ess-yearbook/en/#.UvkM-F8V-Uk
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The International Labour Organization (ILO) works out strategies and pro-
grammes for promoting human rights, improving working and living condi-
tions and increasing opportunities for work. ILO issues a long list of publica-
tions containing statistics about labour-related issues, among them Yearbook of 
Labour Statistics, which presents statistical data in time series or by country. The 
organisation also has a comprehensive website, where a lot of statistics can be 
found. The Statistics and Databases website has a number of useful and accessible 
databases. ILOSTAT is a new database that will completely replace LABORSTA. 
The database shows labour statistics, covering variables such as employment, 
unemployment, salaries and similar. For statistics on child labour, see the web-
site Child labour statistics

The World Health Organization (WHO) runs and coordinates internatio-
nal healthcare, and promotes and coordinates research into the prevention of 
various diseases. Since 1995, WHO has published The World Health Report, 
which deals with the current world health situation. WHO publications about 
Africa are primarily collected on the website Library and Documentation Centre. 
Items worth mentioning are the Annual Report of the Regional Director and Atlas 
of African Health Statistics. All the data and figures in the atlas can be acces-
sed through the African Health Observatory. The World Health Statistics Report, 
which includes statistics covering the health and healthcare sector, is available 
via Global Health Observatory (GHO) database, which is WHO’s main portal 
to statistics on health. The website also contains country statistics, which gathers 
together a broad range of health-related subjects, such as mortality, diseases, risk 
factors and nutrition. More statistics can be found on WHO’s website under 
the heading Data and Statistics, organised both according to the name of the 
database and by subject.

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) helps to establish health program-
mes, concerned with family planning and sexual and reproductive health, and 
also with questions pertaining to rapid population growth. The publications UN-
FPA Annual Report and State of World Population, are available on the website.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) assists countries in 
building up the capacity for sustainable development and carries out much of 
its work in Africa. It is a global network for human development, which works 
towards the improvement of living conditions, and is active in many different 
areas. UNDP focuses much of its work on the promotion of democracy, sup-
ports initiatives for peace and reconciliation and prevention of crises and figh-
ting the HIV/AIDS epidemic. It also supports environmental programmes, as 
well as working towards building up communications technology in Africa. Sin-
ce 1990, UNDP has published the Human Development Report (HDR) which 
is a written collaboration with independent researchers and contains numerous 
statstical data. The organisation collaborates closely with governments all over 
the world, and gains access to the national statistics of individual countries.

http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/What_we_do/Statistics/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/home/statisticaldata?_afrLoop=16233269108162#%40%3F_afrLoop%3D16233269108162%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dbqdmua2fd_86
http://laborsta.ilo.org/
http://www.ilo.org/ipec/ChildlabourstatisticsSIMPOC/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.who.int/whr/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/afro-library-services.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/rdo/annual-and-biennial-reports.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/clusters-a-programmes/ard/african-health-observatory-a-knowledge-management/features/4008-atlas-of-african-health-statistics-2014-health-situation-analysis-of-the-african-region.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/clusters-a-programmes/ard/african-health-observatory-a-knowledge-management/features/4008-atlas-of-african-health-statistics-2014-health-situation-analysis-of-the-african-region.html
http://www.aho.afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/gho/en/
http://www.who.int/gho/countries/en/
http://www.who.int/research/en/
http://www.unfpa.org/public/
http://www.unfpa.org/public/publications/annual_reports
http://www.unfpa.org/public/publications/annual_reports
http://www.unfpa.org/public/home/publications/swps
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
http://hdr.undp.org/en/global-reports
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) leads and co-
ordinates international action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problems. 
Statistical data is collected on the website Statistics & Operational Data. It con-
tains the UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database with information about 
180 countries at the national, regional, and global level. Here you can also find 
the UNHCR Statistical Yearbook and The State of the World’s Refugees, which gives 
a detailed and far-reaching analysis of the miserable conditions the world’s refu-
gees live under. The publication is irregular, with six editions between 1993 and 
2012. Reports and other publications with up-to-date statistics for development 
and changes in terms of people in flight can be found in the Statistics Catalogue.

The World Food Programme (WFP) has the task of handing out food during 
famine catastrophes, and to help build up communities through the “food-for-
work” project. The annual publication The Year in Review together with other 
reports, is available from the website. Here you can also find the Hunger Statistics 
database, with figures and facts about world hunger.

The United National Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) works to facilitate understanding of great changes in the world and 
to draw up intellectual and ethical guidelines. The website includes the UNESC-
DOC Database, which includes downloadable documents. The search function 
makes it easy to find relevant publications. In 1999, the UIS (UNESCO Insti-
tute for Statistics) was formed, and its website publishes comprehensive statistics 
about education, literacy, culture and communication.

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) defends, promotes and protects 
children’s rights. Every year, UNICEF issues a large number of publications, 
among them the UNICEF Annual Report, The State of the World’s Children, a 
report on the well-being of children and Progress for Children, reports on the 
Millennium Goals. The organisation has a comprehensive website and in order 
to find statistics, look under the headings Information by country and programme 
or What we do. The statistics are presented in conjunction with each country 
or subject. The website Childinfo.org contains statistical information, including 
data from the above-mentioned publications.

UNAIDS, the Joint United National Programme on HIV/AIDS, works to pre-
vent the spread of AIDS, provide care and support to those infected or affected 
by the disease, and to reduce the vulnerability of individuals and communities 
against HIV/AIDS. UNAIDS regularly publishes the Report on the Global AIDS 
Epidemic. It includes available national information and gives overviews and 
comments on the epidemic. Reports, fact sheets and other publications, as well 
as statistical data about HIV/AIDS, are available on the website, in particular 
under the country profiles.

The World Bank publishes World Development Indicators (WDI), which are 
the bank group’s primary summary of development data. They also publish Afri-

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c4d6.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a02afce6.html
http://www.unhcr.org/4fc5ceca9.html
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search%5C?page=&comid=4148094d4&cid=49aea93aba
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.wfp.org/node/454534
http://www.wfp.org/hunger/stats
http://en.unesco.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/resources/online-materials/publications/unesdoc-database/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/resources/online-materials/publications/unesdoc-database/
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_69639.html
http://www.unicef.org/sowc/
http://www.unicef.org/progressforchildren/
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/index.html
http://www.unicef.org/whatwedo/index.html
http://www.childinfo.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/publications/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/publications/
http://www.worldbank.org/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/discover?query=world+development+indicators&scope=%2F&submit=Go
http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/africa-development-indicators
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ca Development Indicators (ADI), which is a detailed collection of development 
data from large parts of Africa. International Debt Statistics (formerly known as 
Global Development Finance) is the World Bank’s annual study of trends and 
future prospects for the flow of finance in developing countries. It also contains 
statistics showing country debts and summarises data for regions and income 
groups. All three publications are available via the The World Bank Open Data 
website. Here, the World Bank offers free access to statistics on subjects such 
as health, economic growth and human development. Here you can also find 
the Country at-a-Glance tables, which provide a quick summary of a country. 
However, for comparisons between countries, WDI is recommended. In the 
so-called Data Catalog you can find further sources. As regards publications, the 
range is great and can be found on the website listed according to country, re-
gion, subject, and so on. One publication worth mentioning is The World Bank 
Annual Report. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) publishes statistics about IMF loans, 
exchange rates and economic conditions primarily in the member countries, 
and also issues a number of publications freely available in IMF eLibrary. IMF 
regularly publishes the World Economic Outlook (WEO), which focuses on eco-
nomic development at global, regional and national level. The World Economic 
Outlook (WEO) Database includes a selection of macroeconomic data series and 
also useful information about national accounting, inflation, unemployment 
figures, balance of payments, trade, etc. On the website Data and Statistics there 
are further databases within the subject area, several of which are freely available. 
One of them is IMF Financial Data by Country, which summarises the member 
countries’ relations with the IMF. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) coordinates the UN’s 
environmental activities, supports developing countries in introducing envi-
ronmentally friendly policies and encourages sustainable development. UNEP 
Regional Office for Africa (ROA) works in the region on all  its  seven priority 
areas: climate change, disasters and conflict, ecosystems management, environ-
mental governance, harmful substances and hazardous waste, resource efficiency 
and environment under review. UNEP’s Global Resource Information Database 
(GRID) together with the Center for International Earth Science Information 
Network (CIESIN) supports the development of African Population Database 
Documentation. This is a comprehensive database of administrative units with 
associated population figures in Africa, with a summarised population estimate 
for the years 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990 and 2000.

http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/africa-development-indicators
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/2136
http://data.worldbank.org/
http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/at-a-glance-table
http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/EXTANNREP/0,,menuPK:1397243~pagePK:64168427~piPK:64168435~theSitePK:1397226,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/EXTANNREP/0,,menuPK:1397243~pagePK:64168427~piPK:64168435~theSitePK:1397226,00.html
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
http://www.elibrary.imf.org/
http://www.imf.org/external/ns/cs.aspx?id=29
http://www.imf.org/external/ns/cs.aspx?id=28
http://www.imf.org/external/ns/cs.aspx?id=28
http://www.imf.org/external/data.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/fin/tad/exfin1.aspx
http://na.unep.net/
http://www.unep.org/roa/Home/tabid/6979/Default.aspx
http://www.unep.org/roa/Home/tabid/6979/Default.aspx
http://www.grid.unep.ch/index.php?lang=en
http://www.grid.unep.ch/index.php?lang=en
http://na.unep.net/siouxfalls/globalpop/africa/Africa_index.html
http://na.unep.net/siouxfalls/globalpop/africa/Africa_index.html
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