This Discussion Paper provides insights into the challenges posed by the praliferation of
small arms and light weapons in West Africa, paying particular attention to the ECOWAS
convention on small arms and light weapons as a collective sub-regional response to

a potfent threat fo peace, security and development. It connects global and regional
discourses on illicit arms control and provides a balanced, empirical examination of the
performance of the convention. It is a useful contribution to debates on arms-praliferation
control in Africa and provides well-informed recommendations of interest to scholars, peace
activists, policy practitioners and strategists working on peace and security in Africa.
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